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The value

of an R2000

home

The R-2000 Home is, to my mind, a
good news stery with several impor-
tant dimensions.  Today, this
iechrology is proven and ready for
full commercialization by the home
building ndustry. The R-2000 homes
built to dale have demonstrated that
the concept works - delivering quali-
ty construction, o comfortable,
heallhy indoor environment and
cutstanding encrgy officiency.

Three paints come to mind when |
think about the R-2000 Home Pro
gram, The first is the high quality of
this uniquely Canadian product. The
sccond is the efforl and enthusiasm
shown by bullders acress the coun-
ry in taking up R-2000 technology.
Third, there is the prowing public
recognition of the value of R-2000
homes, epitomized by the positive
comments that B-2000  homcowners
continue o make aboul their homes.
I want to touch bLrielly on ecach of
these ints  before  turning  the
podium back to Hugh.

Today quality is a major selling
fealyre  with  homebuyers.  R-2000
homes answer this need in o number
of important ways. The high level of
encrgy cfficiency buill into  each
2000 home will prove of lasting
value, and provides homegwners,
and the nation, with increased
energy securily. Despite currently
low world oil prices, it is important
o remember that homes built today
will be consuming cnergy for many
decades into the future. Encrgy con-
servation is still a solid investment
beeause it provides us with greater
cconemic freedom over the long run.
Our government maintdins ils com-
mitment io  enerfy conservalion,
parlicularly  when, as with the
R-2000 Home Prepgram, it mects
other imporiant necds of industry
and the public at large.

The quality of R-2000 homes siarts
with energy clficiency, but doesn't
end there. More riforous tnspection
and qualily assurance by the in-
dustry contribute to a high level of
workmanship in Lthese homues.

The use ol conlinucus mechanical
venlilation in every R-2000 home en-
sures a clean, healthy environment,
Monitoring shows that R-2000
homes, when properly consitucied
and operated,  bhave superior  air
quality generally and less peliutants
than other newly  constructed
houses.

And there are other beacfils busit
into K-2000 homes. Lower interior
nolse levels resutt fret o more solid
and well insulnbed  structure. The
tight construction «f 34-2000 homes
rediices the amounl of Juslt  and
grime  that enter the home.  And
cnergy-¢lfijcient ceunsliruction
doesn’t only lower heating costs, il
virtually eliminates cold drafts and
produces an  even lemperature
throuphout the home. These are all
benclits that meet the needs of 1o
day's homnebuyers.

Taken . topether, these  fealurces
conlribite to p quadity hoeme en-
vironmenl  for Canasdian  families.
12-2000 homes were developed bhere
in Canada 1o medt the newds of Cana-
dians and deal with the realily of our
climate, R-200 homes provide a
consistent standard ol enerpy per-
formance for all the cegiony of
Canada. It seems fitting {0 me thot
we, who know winter so well, should
he the [first to develop housing Lo
cope with a harsh climate.

he second peint T mentioned was
the very positive response that he
Canadizn  Homebullders’
tian and olher industry proups in
vaolved in house construction have
had to the R-2000 Home Program. s
of today, some 600 builders across
Canada completed the specish train
ing and certification process needed

Associn

Unless they are really in the
market  for backyard swimming
holes, consumers should choose pool
builders carefully.

Unfortunate families have lived
with ugly and hazardous holes on
their properties for months, while
hattling to get ceniraclors to finish
the pools,

“Some people have had heles dug
during the spring of one yegr, but the

posl hasn't been finished until mid-

summer the next,” says  Hobdrta
Allan of the Onatario Minisiry of Con-
sumer and Commercial Relations
tMCCIR). “The builders just keep
making  excuses. Somelimes il'y
more than a malter ol prograslina-
ticn. Same unethical contraclors

" start up dozens of jobs al the begino-

ing of the scason, grab as mu
money us they can from customers
then go out of business. ™

The only way to avoid this pro-
bBlem is to be sure of the builder’'s in-
tegrity by getling recnmmendations
from past customers

f'eople who already own pools can-
et onaly point you to a geod contrac-
tor, they may offer some insighht into
what the purchase will mean to your
lifestyle,

There is a certain amount of work
and expense invelved in maintaining
a swimming pool. Foals mni.' raise
pruperty  values, bul generally the

ancredase doesn'l caver the initial in-

vestiment. Alse, should you decide to
sell the house, the market will be
limited to people who want 2 swim-
ming pool in the backyard.

“After weighing all these factars,
i you still want o po ahead, visit
your local municipal affice to find
vt what bylaws may aflect the pro-
ject,” Ms. Allan savs. “You shauld
nlso ask how and when lo apply for
any necessary building permits. ™

Then gel at least three coatraclors
te quote on the job and pick a com-
pany. If you haven’t already dune so,
pet references from the chosen firm
and cheek them out before sipning.

tUnee satisfied the contractor s
reliable, examine the contract
carclully, [t should set out all costs
for materinls, labor . and oplivnal
equipment, To protect yoursell, get
sizes,  brands  and  qualities  of
materials listed. Insist that the con-
tract also includes a completion
date, [f the contractor refuses o
commit lo a speeific dale find one
whio will.

Although a  wrnitien  complelion
date may help motivate the com-
pany to pel your pool done un lime,
some iems  migrht still prn-
crastinate, Consider asking o fawyer
to include a evlouse in the contricct
penalizing the company a ceriain
amounl of money for vach day com-
pletten isdelayed.

The contracl should also state who
is responsible for repainng any pro-
perly  damaged  during poul  con
siruction,

Keep deposits Lo about 10 per cent
af the lnt:ull cosl of the job, Ms Allan
advises.

Construction cosls  are normally
pitid tn installments, called progress
Pn}'munls, as evach phase of work s
inished. Details must be set out in
1he contract.

Ander the Construction Lien Act,
buyers must hold back 0 per cent of
cach progress pavment unli 43 days
following substaatial canpletion of
thie project. This ensures you cannot
ke held lizkle of the contracier fails
to pay suppliers or subcontraclors.

Get details about all warranties of-
{ecred on equipment and workisare-
ship included m the contract. [f the
pool Bas a liner, insist it 15 purchasod
from a maoulacturer with lneri ser.
vice Tocilities. Liners ¢an be dumag-
ed and i can be expensive 1o ship
therm (o the United States or anolher
proviner for repairs,

Pool construclion contracts signed
in your hene can be cancelled by

days of the signing date.

For more mnformalion about home
renavaljon contracts and other con-
sumer issues, contact the Consumer
Information Centre at 555 Yonge 5.,
Toronto, M7A 2H6 - (416) 263-1111 of
toll free ot 1-800-268-1142. Onlano
residents with an BO7 aren code may
call the Toronto pumber collect.,
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Choose pool builders carefully

The Uanadian Spa and Pool
Association-Ontario Swimming Pool
Associnlion is also an  exeellent
resource. For infermation on pogls
contact the associalion at Suite 305,
6303 Airport Rd., Mississauga, Ont,
LAV 1118 - {416) &71-1990,

Qur

new Thermalpanaramic maintenance

Consumers who feel they have
been unfairly treated by o conlrac-
lor should contact the nearest Con-
sumer Advisory Bureaw of the
Ministry.

—{ourtesy Minlstry of Comsumer
and Commerclal Affairs

ONE DOOR
INSTALLED

free

raplacement windows have the following features —

» All sash and screens removable from
inside your home.

* Al sash membars double wealherstripped
for maximum protection.

* Window sash rides on nylon finger-1ip
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The Company With Over 25 Years Experience
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LAST WINDOWS & DOORS CO. LTD.

Phone for a Price and a FREE Demonstration -

877-6246

* Zinc die-cast lock for security and
lang-lasting aperation.

» Spring steel zing plated helders.,
o Many dasigns available.

Also our new 2" Everlast Storm Doors with heavy duty
| Seam Bars in several colours, professicnally inslalled.

CALL HUGH DIAMOND
Everlast Windows & Doors Co. Lid.
The Company with over 25 years experience dedicaled
o craftsmanship in making storm doors and windows.
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