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It’s been

House calls are something
Howard Hriges still does, after 30
S1ars,

Mr. Briggs sn't a people docter
but a furniture doctor. It was exactly
3 years ago that he started up his
upholstery  business ““I'H. Briggs
Uphalstery™, in Stewarttown.

Born in Saskatchewan, the son of o
pratrie farmer, 63 years apo, Mr,
EEI‘TL’LI.’,.": came east wilth his  sister.
Empleyment was no  betler, even
though the war had started, so, like
many young meo of the time, he
Joined the army.

[t was in the army that Mr. Brigs
leamed the trade that would camn
him his bread and butter. Called a
tektile refitter, Mr. Briggs learned
to mend truck cushions, tarps, tenls
and flags.

Heturning 1o Ontarie afler several
years ain Europe as an infantryman,
MF. Briggs had a hard time (inding a
jub. MHe finally landed one at Toron-
10's Royal Oak Upholstering where
he worked until 1951,

Married in 1'M7 1o his wife Elda,
the couple moved to Brampton,
where Mr. Briges worked unti) 1955
[or Brampton Uphalstery.

In 1953, the couple
Stewarttown, although  Mr.  Briges
conlinved to work in Bramplon.
However, word got around that he
was an upholsterer, and Mr. Briggs
found himself repairing couches and
kitchen chairs on the side.

The evening and weekend work
gol to be too big for the shed out
back, so that an addition bad to he

movet Lo

pul anlo .
“When you did one, you got two
and it sort of snowballed,”  Mr.

Briggs smiled, describing bow  his
business picked up.

In Februory 1956, Mr. Briggs took
a chance. He quit his Brampton job

Activan rates
stay at 85 cent

ActiVan rates aren't going up, the
ActiVan Advisory Commiltiee decid-
ed nt their recent meeting at which
the 1986 ActiVan budgel was discuss-
ed.

The rate per trip is 8 cents, and
for Halten board of education trips
by students, it's $3.40. The proposed
ActiVan operating budget for 1986 is
59,000, which is a 12 per vent in-
crease over the 1985 cost of $51,616.

The condition of the existing vehi-

cle used to transport the disabled is
being assessed  and  purchasing a
new vehicle Is a possibility. Over the
past year, ActiVan ridership was al
a hig{r in November when Bo4 rides
were given. It was at its lowest in Ju-
Iy whun 477 trips were taken.
. Buring 133 hours of aperation in
“January 1986, the van made 122 work
trips., 100 education trips and 117
trips for medical purposes. and two
ather trips.

Donativns in 1285 tallied $13,292
So far in 1586, there hove been 3230 in
donations for ActiVan, The town is
being asked for $63.590 lowards the
service's 1986 operation. Last year,
the town gave $60,850 for ActiVan,

Made in Acton

VYersatile pipe organs

They make pipe organs that range
in price from $20,000 to $1.8 million.
Keates-Geissler Plpe Organs at 100
I'rederick Sireel in Acton 15 one of six
makers of large pipe organs in Canada.

Their pipe organs are in churches
from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia lo Victo-
ria, British Columbia. You can find
their work in the Christian Reform
Church and the Knox Presbyterian
Church in Georgetown. The First
Baptish Church organ in Dallas, wilh a
replacement value of $5.4 million, 13 a
Keales-Geissler Pipe Organ.

The company, cnce called Keates
Pipe Organs, was started by an
Englishman called Keates. In 1972
[Yeter Getssler, an employee with Mr.
Keates since 1956, bought Lhe
company.

After that, the company became
Keates-Geissler Pipe Organs. When
Mr. Kealtes started the company in
1945, it had two or three employees,
Br. Geissler said. Teday Mr. Geissler
employs 22 and he has no plans for
expansion.

“Twenly people you can control
without a manger; [ like that. T would
like to keep my haend in it. I jt was
larger, 1 would lose the personal
contact which I enjoy,” Mr. Gelssler
said. He deseribes his staif as close-
knit, who show pride in lheir work.
Some have been with the company for

Pkace.

Let Us Help Make Y
The Wortd A Familiar

30 years of ‘stitchin

and  began on his  oown,  albert
sumewhat apprehensively, 1 didn't
know how busy 1T would be and 1 was
raising a famiby then,”" be recalled.

Thirly years have passed  sinee
then, and the young hiph schoo! lad
he hired to help out is stll faithfully
by his side today. Donny Hodge may
have less hair on his bead, aod 1
may be white now, but he's o pair of
hands Mr, Briges relies on.

Ar. Briggs has otlier employees as
well, working with him. One of them
15 his  son-in-law  Allen  Bripden,
who's busy binding twine around the
big round scal springs of an armn.
chair.

Daughter Phillis works part time,
and ol course, Mrs. Briggs is an old
hand at the business, having helped
her husband right from the slart,
even while rasing three children,

In the evarly sixties, §.5. No. 6, the
red-brick school house on Sideroad
15 near Trofalgar Road woas closed
with  the opening of  Steworllown
Senior Public  School  acress  the
road. St John's Anplican Church
bought the next door building and
Property,

It was an opportunily Br. Hriggs
didn™ overleok. The building wasn'l
emply for long belore Mro Brigps'
Plaff and Singer sewing machines
wire  installid  and  his bolis of
material pul o the  shelves, Mr
Briggs has been renling the 1873
building ever since

“Whenever they take it back, 'l
retire.  I've had  enough,”  the
upholsterer lnughed.

All kinds of furmiture has possed
through Mr. Briges™ hands, and even
some aulo work., One of the mast
memorable was o roval blue landay

that was reupholstered for Queen
Elizabeth  TFs  Ceotennial  visit i
LDG7.

"We spent a lot of time on it Yeah,
it was achallenge,” Mre. Briggs sand.

He pulled out o photo of &0 unusual
rocker which consisted of two arm.
chairs side-by-side, cach facing in
the appasite  direction.  There's
always something  interesting  and
different omeng the antigues thai
veme for upholsterimg, Mr. Briggs
nated.

From the [l coeil springs, fur-
niture has gone 1o flat no-sag springs

and foam rubber. Today, spring-
filled cushions are rare, NMr Briggs

said,

Whereas before upholstering  was
fairly simple. with most of the work
1o be done on the inside, it's now Lhe
reverse, he  said,

He likes  the satisfaction of a job
well dooe and o happy customer,
and although Mr. Briggs is lalking
aboul retining in a couple of years,
you can tell he'll still keep his hand
in the upholstering business.

On Feb, 21, at the Full Authority
Meeting, the Credil Valley Conser-
vation Authority oapproved o 1988
budget of $12,910,95.

The budget is broken down by
program areas within the Authori-

10 years.

Hall of his employees are wood-
workers and the other half are in the
clectronics field. Work is labor intens-
ive. If a job is to build a new organ, half
the cost will be labor and the other half
materials. The company often [inds
that there is already an orgon where
they are contracted to install one, so
they can use pieces from it. This

reduces the costs of materials. All
,organs are custom buile,

Of the 160 organs built since Tlieter
Geissler joined the company in 14546, he
has no favorite one. None is more
speeinl than another. "Every organ we
build is impertant to a particular
church. Everyone we build is o certpin
design,” Mr. Geissler said.

Mr. Geissler began his work with
organs as an apprentice in Germany
when he was 14, The organs demanded
by Narth Americans nre dilferent from
those demanded by Europeans, he
said. And orpans demanded from
church te church also vary, he added.

The fact that people are more
involved in their church in Neorth
America has the most to do with
differences from Europe, Mr. Geissier
said. In Europe, or at least in
Germany, the government supporis
the church; they give some money 1o
the church, Canadian churches depend
solely an private support ithe congre-
gation) and censequently the conere-

“Proud to be serving

Georgetown’s travel
| service needs since 1980’

Goliger’s

SERVING TRAVELLERS SINCE 1955.

Halton Hilfg Shopping Centre
235 Quelph St.

Georgelown

877-0103

-

of PSP T
'

You dun't ofllen =ee o man behind o
sewing mpchine, but Howard Hrigygs
has been sitting behind one for more
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Furnilure has gotten a ot lighter
than it used te be and upholsierers
tieft) Donny Hoedge and Allen Brigden
ilon’t mind that one hil. There are no

in time’

Authority budget at $12 million

ty which consists of administira-
tion, wuter ond related land
monagement, Credit River

fisheriey, conservation and recrea-

Ontario waterfront,

tfon tand management, and Lake l

his pride

pition has a bigger say in the music
played, Mr. Geissler said,

“The organ reftects that. There
are more peoplce to be pleased. The
denmmination is 21so o consideration,””
he said.

A chureh that uses thelr ergon for
concerts needs o versatile one, enpable
of quick changes in sound. A church
Ihat has music during communion
needs ane capable of being played soft,
If the congregalion sings loud the
organ must be pble to match that
volume. The acaustics of the church
and tmany other things must olso be
considered, AMr. Geissler said,

Not all organs are for churches. It
i rare, but sometimes a Heales-
Geissler pipe organ will be installed in
someaney's home. "An uriental man
from Pickering wanled one, werked for
il and finally got it,"”" Mr. Gelssler said.
The cost was $20000,

Whalever the job Mr. Geissler iy
always there to install the argan. *The
lust man un the job Is in charge of
qualily. Thal's mysell,"" Mr. Geissler
said.

The company builds two to five
organs a year. The market is all over
fMorth America and has recently
spreasd beyond this continent.

Mr. feissler  fravelled o the
Barhados this winter Lo install the first
Keates-Geissler pipe organ on another
continent,

than J0 years, The long-time upholster-
er is celebrating his 30th annlversary
In husiness in Stewnrilown. (llerald
photo)

more springs or heavy wooden frames,
Instead, sofas are mostly foam and
olten plywood in frame, (Herald photo)

(416) 456-3598

It’s CGur 10th Anniversary
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Have patience, for changes

will be slow in coming,

says planning director

What plumourocus, prosperous
dreams  does Lhe future hold for
Halton Hills? Righl now, none,

According to Town Planning
Dircetar Lan Keith there'll be no big
changes in store for Acton this year
or next,

“If the wiler problem can’t be
resolved,  there  won't be  any
changes sl all,” he told The Herald,

S0 far, Halton Region is putting
decommissioned wells back to work
and starting up new  wells,  but
they're all Mickey Mouse compared
e ihe water lNow the town needs in
order to be able to increase is
population from  the current 7,000,
These new sources only allow for a
home here and there, or what's call-
ed in:[illing”" in planning lingo, -

[ Acton as well, the issue of the
boundary sltudy lays dormant. Lan-
downers  previously  questiening
whether the growilh should be west
ar cast are laying low and the an-
licipated  ¢alario  Municipal Board
hearing has  yet to materiatize o
resofve the matter. All is not bleak,
however,

*1 would expect in five years'
time, Acton's water supply will be
resolved” and the [Eost versus West
OMB  hearing will be resolved and
we'll see some rencwed aclivity in
Aclan,” Mr. Keith forecast,

Whut about Georgetown?

The Georgatown South aren is pro-
bably the next major project the
community will soon be noticing, the
planning director said.

It was  slated  for  substantial
residentinl - ond  industrial  develop-
meal in the Georpetown Secondary
Plans approved in August 1985 by
tuwn council.

Al the present time we have little
or no ndustrial land. Al this time
next year, hopefully, we will have in.
dusirial lands available for develup.
ment,"" Mr. Keith sasd.

Enlerac  Development Corpora-
tion wants 1o put 1o new homes south
of Hungry Heollow nsnd is currenily
working to meel the 53 conditions sel
down by the town and regional
gaovernments before conpstraction
can procecd.

The residential  development  will
open up servicing for the east side of

inth Line along Sidervad 10 for in-
dustry,  something  Mr.  Keith
welcomes, I the water gnd sewer
probiems aren’t resolved in the nexd
year or two, these industrial lands
wan't be opened up and the planning
direcinr sees that as serious,

“We'tl be constrained in a major
way, which threalens our future
stability,”” Mr. Keith wamed., “I'm
anxious to sce servicing extended al
the same time as the residenfial
development goes ahead ™

Right now, Goorgetown has only
10 peres available for industry on
Guelph  Street.  Any requests  for
more land have Lo tumed away,
he said.

“We're Josing industries to those
who have the land and the (water

and sewage) capacity,” Mr. Keith
said.
How will the new Georgetown

South and West communities blend
it with the rest of the town?

There's always o period of adjust-
ment with any new growth, the town
planner said. What looks new and
raw initinlty smoothes out over lime
ns prople move in and modify the
area to their needs.

“It  will become part of
Georgetown just as the new arcas 20
years ago,”” Mr. Keith said peinting
te the Delrex Boulevard develop-
ment as  an example. "1I has
matured inte an integral part of the
Georgetown community, like a fine
wine. "'

Neighbors  always  have fears
about new neighborhoods, but the
planning  director sces no reason
why the Enterac homes wouldnt
blend in.

As for the trend toward indoor
malls, Mr. Keith said he too was
aware of rurners over the past three
years  about  the Georgelown
Marketplace becoming one.

“'The eapacily is there lo provide
expansion, with lands behind and in
front for the plaza, however it's up lo
the entreprencur,” the  planning
director smd. He said he's had no in-
dications from the gwner that that's
coming s00n.

*1 expect it will happen in time,”
Mr. Keith acknowiedged. I think
we can look forward to that in the
future. When and where remains to
be scen.”

The Sccondory Plans don't allow
for any major shopping centres, only
for nmighborhood plazas. This was to
suppor!  the exisling commercisl
euilets on Hi‘f,hway 7 and downtown,
Mr. Keithsaid.

“Ay goals are o make those
secondary Plans go from paper into
three-dimensional reality,” he said,
“"Planning is conlinual process of
change and evolution and we've done
the best we can for the moment,””
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142 MILL ST.
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Air sealing is a unique insulating process virtually eliminating the escape of warm alr and the
infiltration of cold air. A permanent, flexible sealing compound is applied under pressure, oxpand-

ing to fiil cracks and cover gaps. Cracks caused by frame shrinking, vibration, natural axpansion
and contraclion, and construction tolerances are completely sealed.

InsulSearch has specific experience in applications to commercial, residential and industrial
buildings, institutions, log cabins, refrigeration units and vans. We undertake research and
development programs, while keeping abreast of current technalogical advances. Maintaining &

strong coat/benelit market posltion is part of our business.
InsulSearch. Speciallsts in controllad eanergy management.

| AIR SEALING




