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More false alarms '

keep ftiretighters
busy in 1985

1985 was a very aclive year for the
Halton Hiils Fire Department, said
Fire Chief Bill Cunningham. It was an
average year in most respects, except
there was a 44 per cent increase in
falsc alarms and a 24 per cent increase
in automobile accident calls,

These increases accounted for o
vise in the total number of calls from
347 {0 398, Maony of the false alarm calls
were because of the alarm syslems
being faulty, Chicl Cunninghom said.
Only one false alarm was a prank call.
Tolal damage caused by lire last year
was $753,7H compared 1o $463.935 in
1984. However, there were no fatalities
in 1985; there were two last year.

The ten major {ires In 1985 include:
an Acten home worth $100,800 burned
in February, a vacant Main Streel
home in Acton worth $50,000 burned in
April, a Market Street home in
Georgetown worlh $130,000 burned, an
Ashgrove house received $20,000 in
damages in May, four partinlly
completed homes on Calvert Drive
worth a total of $80,000 burmed in June
and a $60,000 barn fire on the Sixth Line
fast June, a Balinafad business worth
$75,000 burncd in July, in August o
garage worth $20,000 burned, in
November n Dayfool [Drive home
recelved $40,000 in domages, and in
December an Acton factory received
$10,000 in damage because of fire,

“"When you arc dealing with f{ire
you are dealing with the unknown. It is
very unprediciable,” Chiel Cunning-
ham said. Fire prevention and upgrad-
ing firefighting techniques are the
best ways to control fires, he added.

The department kept ‘statistics
when most fires occurred last year.
They will continue to do this for 1986,
Chief Cunningham said. In 1985 most
fire calls were received between 4 and
5 p.m. Sunday, followed by Friday.
“People are home when most fires
pccur,” Chiel Cunningham said. The
introduction of 911, the regional
emergency service number, is one
improvement in 1985 that will help
firefighters reach fires quicker. "$1i
was & big step forward in 1985. The
region pald for the system,” Chlef
Cunningham said.

The {ire department hopes to have
a second Opticom traffic controller
instntled at the Guelph Street and
Mountainview Road. The first control-
ler was installed at the Maln and Maople
Street interscction.

Opticom traffic controllers allow
firefighters to get green lights when
they need them most. T'wo trucks in the
department have controls that can
change tralfic lights, so firefighters

wastie {ess time ot intersections, Truck
operated devices and traffic light
devices cost 7,500 each.

The biggest department expendit-
ure ¢onsisted of pagers carried by
volunteer firefighters and staff, The
pagers were ten years old and were
replaced for $450 each. There are 80
volunteer firefighters, 45 in George-
town and 35 in Acton.

“The fire department is refurbish-
ing rather than replacing fire trucks,"
Chief Cunningham said. A third truck
wis refurbished in 1985; the job cost
514,000,

To help answer the increase in
calls to outomobile accidents, the
department purchased an air bag
system. The rubber bag fills with air
and is capable of moving hcavy
objects, like cars. .

The department visits businesses,
homes and schools as part of the
departmenlt’'s  prevenlion program.
The department is aware more
hazardous chemlcals are coming on
the market.

“The pgrowth of hazardous
chemicals is an inoreasing cencern.
Welry io get into industries as oflen as
wée can, and muake certain materials
are handled and stored properly,”
Chief Cunningham said. We have
records of where they are stored, he
addded.

Chief Cunningbham is a little dis-
appointed thal more people aren't
waking advantage of the department’s
ofier to check homes for fire safety.
Appointments can be made by calling
the department.
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A member of  the Halon  Hills
Volunteer Fire Department enters a

house on Chureh Strevl In o recenl
chlimney  fire alarm. False alarms

are  inercosing  dn Gmn,  coausing
wome concern  for Fire Chiel il
Cunnlngham. (Herald phelot

As many as five full-time employees may be hired by the Halton Hills
Fire Department bn 1986, Four dispateliers and one tralning afficer could be
hired, ¥ire Chicf BN Conningham sadd.

Dispatel services are currently on Guelph Street on the top Moor of the
Gicorgetow i Volunteer Atmbhulance Service bullding, The department would

like to build an addiitun to their Maple Avenue bullding where a dispatcher

cauld work,

The cost of the praject las not been dectded, nor has councll approved 1L
Chief Cunnlngham expects the new dispatchers will be In place by summer

and possibly as early as May,

Compuoter-ualded dispatch will pot arrive until 1987, at the carllest, Chlef
Cunningham said. Department records won't be stored on computers until
then, *There Is no guestion, that «ill help us lmmensely,” he said.

Dutles of a full-ttme trajnleg officer would be to Impreve the level of
trabning, wnd to research new equipment and make recommendations, There
are 15 colunteers In Greorgetiown and 35 In Aclon.

“Weare well equipped and have no moanpawer problem, Yalunteers are
active and dedlested,” Chie! Cunnlngham soid. A training efflcer would
impruve our service anid allow the department to keep up on new lechniques,
Chief Cunndapham added, The department will be puttlog out a fire prevention
brachure In 1946 as 11 Joes every other year.

The municipal emergency plan should be ready by early spring. lalton
Hiilts will he fubly prepared for major disasters because of the plan,
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Acton Chamber

wants growth
for their town

Warning to all politicians. The
Acton Chamber of Commerce wants
growth for Acton and they are going to
do all they can to get it, Bill Cook,
Chairman of the Acton Chamber safd.
Keeplng a higher profile and getting
involved in the issues arc the ways they
intend Lo stcceed in 1986,

"We're going to be on their (the
politicians') backs,” Bill Cook sald.
Water is the main issue. More than
anything else the Chamber wants more
homes buill in Acton. That wen't
happen until the water issue is resolv-
ed, Mr. Cook said.

“If we don't get more develop
ment, stores will be closing and how
will people offord {0 live here?”
Industry is needed to offset residentinl
taxes, Mr. Cook said.

A higher profile will be sccom-
plished by inereasing Chamber
membership, by using the press more
and by being a voice for the people of
Acton with complaints.

BBl Cook

The Chamber has a member on the
committee investigating the Encrgy
From Waste, They are alsa cancerned
ahout ViA Rail and they want to gel
maore involved in the smaller problems
of Acton, whether they involve polic-
ing, construction or litter, Mr. Cook
said.

Anyone can be a member of the
Aclon Chamber of Commerce and Mr.
Cook cncourpges people to join. Bob
Hart, Justice of the Peace and member
of the Chamber, helps recruit
members.

People considering  joining the
Chamber often ask, “What do you do?™
“If we become more visible, they will
know what we do," Mr. Cook sald.

One thing the Acton Chamber
plans to do is have more joint ventures
wilh other chambers of commerce.
Working with the Georgetown Chamb-
er of Commerce on Halton Hills Day al
the C.N.E._ last summer was the first
time the two chambers ever worked on
a project together, Mr. Cook said,

The chambers now exchange
minutes from their meetings. "I the
pceasion arises, we can work together
for more clout,”” Mr. Cook sald. Gpnee a
year chambers from all over the region

meel.

The chamber would like the Town
Hall tv be a base for their homeless
arganization. There they hope to hold
ronthly meetings which are the third
Wednesday of every month. It would
also be a good information centre lor
rhamber brochures, Mr. Cook sald.

For the first lime in a couple of
years, the Acton Chamber of
Commerce is putling out a direclory.
They also inguired about the results of
the recent tax assessment.

Halton

waits for
Crime-
stoppers

The  Crimestoppers program
didn't make il inlo the 1986 Hallon |
Regional Police budget.

Put off for several years now, the
program which clicits public help in
solving crime, was chopped in this
year's police budget,

Dropping Crimestoppers helped
pare the 1986 police budget [rom an
11.2 per cent incrcase t an 8.9 per
cent increase. I was one of seven
programs removidd from the pudget,

“1've received calls from
numerous persons wanting to Know
why we haven'l pol Crimestoppers.
It's an importani program for the in-
vestigation and detection of major
cerime and gives the public the op-
portunily te make their community
safe,”’ Police Chief James Harding
said.

This is the third year of “Let's
have it next year, the Chief noted.
“"We're down, gentlemen, to bare
bones,”" Chief Harding said.

The November 1985 arbitration
award granted by the Ontario Palice
Arbitration Commission wns respon-
sible for o substantial portion of this
year's police budget, he said,

Over $5 million in capital projects
are slated for the next five years by
the Halton Hegional Police Force.

Police Chief James Harding
outlined long-term needs of the
Force, starting with $20,000 for park-
ing lots repaving at the Milton Sta-
tion in 1486, plus some renovations,

In 1987, the third phase of the
HEART computer projeet should be
underway at a cost of $800,000 and
Lhen the big projects start.

“OVER 30 YEARS IN GEORGETOWN

i

From our modest beginning in Georgetown over 30
years ago, Varian Canada has grown steadily. Today
we employ over 350 people who produce and sell
over $40 million annually in high technology products
used around the world. These specialized products
are manufactured by no other Canadian company.

They include:

e TRAVELLING WAVE TUBES

varidn

e MILLIMETER KLYSTRONS
e MICROWAVE TUBES

e SPECIALIZED POWER SUPPLIERS

The employees who make up Varian Canada are
engaged either in manufacturing, sales and service,
or in the development of our unique products which
make us world leaders in tube technology.




