S e T - s

Page 6- SECTION A, THE HERALD, Wednesdey, Morch 26, 1956

$72 final
school
tax rise

By SANDY CAMPBELL

3 Ierald Staff
Trustees of the Beard of Educa-
tion appraoved a budget Thursday
night that will increase education
taxes $72 for o home assessed ot
$7,000. The taxpayer with a home
assessed at $7,000 wil now pay $816 o
vear.,

The increase in the mill rate is 9.63
per cent. This year’s budget [s just
over $166.5 milllon which is a 6 per
cen!  inerease in operati e -
ditures over 1985. FRTE S

It was not a budget easily ac.
cepted by trustees who were split on
accepting it. Ten trustees voled for it
and eight voted against Lt

Those ogainst the budget sup-

ported an alterpative proposed
March 17 by the Halten rd of
Education Finance Commiltee

which is made up of trustees. That
budpet was $1.4 million less and
would have meant an 8 per cenl in-
crease in the mill rate. Tax

with a home ossessed ot $7,000 would
pay 359 more In 1986.

Trustee Paddy Hughes of Oakville
originnlly proposed the budgel
smalier by $1.45 million, and he
spoke out against the new budget.
Ile called the increase “disgroceful"
and nsked trustees to consider the
cost 1o the retired and unemployed.
“You can cnly dip so long into the
bucket," he sald.

Trustee Linda Glover, who sup-
perted the increase, responded lo
Trustee Hughes. *I often hear the
cducation system ts not meeting the
needs of students,' she said. The

Paddy Hughes

cost of education iz higher because
of ncw programs parents wani, like
special  educalion, compulers and
guldance, she said,

How can the budget go up so much
fromi & J to 3.5 per cent increase lost
vear when there §s a 2 per cent
decrease In enrolment this year,
Truslee Priestner of Burlington ask-
&, Trusiee Glover's reply was that
a 2 per cent decrease in enrolment
does not reduce costs significantly at
schools becouse no one school ex-
periences a great decrease.

Trustee Len Crosicr of Oakville
said o reduction of $1.45 million
would have no “‘crippling” effect on
education in Halton. He did not sup-
port the budget.

The finance commitlee's March 17
decision to cut the budget by $1.45
million was made with the
understanding the adminisiration
would moke the culs. The ad-
ministration dld not moke decisions
on where cuts would be because they
were wailing for the $1.45 million in
culs lo be approved by Lhe Board,
and the cuts were not,

Before wvoting- on the budget,
trustces asked the  administration
where cuts would be made. Wally
Beevor, the director of education,
nmwgmd the iqur&liun by breaking
up, the cuts into three groups of
$500,000. -

The {irst $500,000 would be cuts to
all new additlons to the budget,
Director Beevor said. The major ad-
ditlons to be cut would be 10 special
educalion teachers, the summer
fmg;ram for Trainable mentally
{andlcapped students, start up
funds for French programs, five or
six administration support staff and
books for French libraries,

The second cu! of $500,000 would
be to day-time instruction, the day-
to-day costs of running the schools.
The finnl $500,000 would come from
present accounts, *‘ex that
directly or indirectly affect pro-
gr;ﬂns end people,” Director Beevor
soid.

The bill te the municipalities of
Halton is $100,923,738.

Down meeting

The Halton Down Syndrome
Assoclation will be holding its an-
nual meeting ond election of of-
ficers April 14 at 8 p.m. at St
Raphel's Church f{n Burlington,

For more Iinformation, call
335-0941.

Home to stay
NORVAL-Get well wishes to

Ruth Hyatt, formerly of Norval
and now of Brampton who is home
following surgery to a gall bladder.
Welcome home to Irene Hunter
of RR4 Georgetown who along with
Isabel Carmey ond- Bruce and
Muriel McClure spent the last
month In Australia and New

Zealand.

10 euchre tables

NORVAL-Pinegrove euchre had
10 tables Inst Monday. The winners
were Adn Fereday, Marie Murruﬁ;-
Prairle Bessey, Gord Early wi
the - lucky draw going to Kay
McMillan,
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Winter’s mess

The father and son team of Jim
nnd Toin Flaher took part of the xun-
ny Saturday gfternoon to work on
the lawn of thelr 96 Delrex
Boulevard home. 1t's someihing |

dldn't want to do last fafl, bul 1 have
got to do it nvow the snow is gone, the
older Mr. Fisher said. {Herald
pholo}

Parent wants town
to take a stand
on school closings

The towa shouldn't be sitting on
the sidelines when it comes to the
closure of three schools in Halton
Hills, says a Dayfoot Drive resident.

Ron Hiseman told councillors they
should be getting involved in the con-
troversial school closure issue sipee
it impacts negatively on the town,

Last week he said the lewn
should bz making sure there are no
errors in lhe Consolidation Study
recently  released by  the  Halton
board of education. It recommends
Howard Wreigglesworth, Speyside
and Joseph Gibbens Public Schools
be closed 1n September,

“1 know there's at least one error
in that report aboul the number of
students in a school. The Consolida-
tion Cornmittee has one school down
for 1520 students less than it has.”
Mr. Hiseman said.

"I believe you're wrong. You
should be invaived," he said. “You
are also a public body and have the
right to represent our attitude to the
board.” In recent discussion, coun-
cillors had decided not to gel involv-
cd as a town bedy but to do so as in-
dividua! parenis in the board's deci-
siomn.

Schoals
area  residents and taking them
away could affect development in
the town, Mr. Hiseman said, He also
warned real estate values of homes
in the arca of the closed schouls
could go down by at least $5.000, and
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tax appeals could cnsue, meaning
lost tax dallars to the town.

“We're looking at deuble apd tri-
ple the traffic flow of buses taking
children to schoul. 1'd like to ask if
there's been any study done on this,”
he said, Mr. Hiseman said he hodn't
attended any of the public meetings
an the Consolidatinn Study and that
he didn't  know who the  Study
representatives from his area school
WrTe.

Both Couns. Betty Fisher and Pam
Sheldon picked up an the discrepan-
cy in Lthat the lown and board laise
when school properiies are belng
roned or schools are te be built, yet
now, when schools are 1o be closed,
there's oo communicatinn between
Lhe two putilic baxdies,

“SWe have no o legoal  recourse,
Legally, it isn't cicculated Lo vs for
nur opinion, so what can we do as o
council?” Coun  Fisher, formerly
board chairman, suid. "1 happen to
fee] the concept of community is in-
triguing and as elecled officials who
represent  1he comimunity, possibly
we should have maore direct haoison
with the board,”” Coun. Shelden said.

Both Couns. Joc Hewitt and Al
Cook were members of the Con-
solidalion Commitiee that named
the three schools for closure, I was
i closure study right from the start.
It wasn't an casy decislon,” Coun.
Hewitt snid. "If we didn't pick one
scheol, we had to plek another.”
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Board breaks policy
delays closure vote

Parents fightlng three school clos-
ings didn"l stop trustees from voting
“yes'! to o contested report, but they
slowed down Lhe decision-making
process,

Halton public school (rustees
voled Thursday (o break board
policy and delay a vole on a con-
solidation report until April 10.

The vote to postpone the decision
was made afler a lengthy meeting of
presentatlons from  parents
representing Howard Wrig-
glesworth, Joseph Gihbons and
Speyside,

Halton Board of Education
hns o policy that all September
closures must be voted on by March
1, sald Trustee Dick Howill.

It was desgidoad by trustees ihat
more time was needed lo study the
Board's consolidation report and the
11 briefs submitted opposing the
closure decision. Nine of the briefs
parents
tolal about 120 pages.

The board room was filled last
Thursday with parents and
ratepayers cheering the nine
gpeakers who opposed the recom-
mendations. Many spectalors stood
the entire mecting or stood in the
hall and listened to the meeting
broadcast over a public address
system.

Each speaker was applouded after
completing their presentation which
was limited to ten minutes, A varie-
ly of tactics were used by the three
spenkers from Howard Wrig-
plesworth, two from Joseph Gibbans
and four fram Speyside. Slide shows,
maps and overhead notes were used.

Kevin Freier of Speyside spent his
ten minutes criticizing the decision-
making process of the commitiee.
His nine years in  minagement
revealed 1o him the process wis
“Mawed ond in error,” he said. Jim
Sheldon from Speyside said the
Halton Hills study broke rules made
by the province on how to handle
consolidation,

The speakers did all they could lo
prevent the clesing of their school.
They criticvized and suggested alter-
natives. Hon Buckton of Speyside
even usetl humor. “Together we
stick. Divided we're stuck!"” he said.
His suggestion was to posipone mak-
ing # decision until March 1987 when
trustecs would be more certain they
were making the nght decision,

Trustee Dick Howitt had the tast
word, and thal word was received
with groons from the audience.
Trustee Howitt is a member of the
Halton Hills Consolidation Commit-
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Dick Howiit

tee, and one of the [ew trustees who
voled against postponing the deci-
sion until April.

The recommendations of the con-

solidation committee were made by
people vlected by the publie, Trustee
Howitt said. Other boards have their

admiristrations de  consolidation
siudies. "We feel we have one of the
hetter  democratic  processes,”  he
g,

Trusiee Howitt told The Herald

e alternptives suggested and in-
furmation provided the speakers
of briefs were nol new. "The delega-
tions have not added uny;hireﬁg new to
what wag ulrﬂagg expl at the
commitlee level,” he said.

Trustee Howitt said many of the
suggestlons in the briefs were looked

at before. By asklng Board stall and
the co-chairmen of Lhe Hallon Hills
Consolidation Committee, Hon
Chapman and John Kavanagh,
Trustee Howilt responded to some of
the criticisms directed ot the con-
solidation committee.

The people presenting briefs did
not get an rfunity to rebutt the
final remarks made by Trustee
Howitt. Many members of the au-

dience scoffed ot the responses. Par-
ticularly whea Jim Hunt, _the
Board's transportatlen officer,
“could not say” whether Pineview
was d rural or urban school.

Y outh easily understood?

By KAY WILSON
Hernld Special

MSORVAL-The March meeling of
the Bramplon West Women's In-
stitute was held at the home of Lois
Fraser. Betty Johnson, Mae Dizon
and Tenn Dyckstra  assisted the
hostess.,

The theme of the meeting was **do
we upderstand our youth?™' Isobel
McKay, {irst vice-president, presid-
ed and secretary Joane Terry record-
ed the minutes,

the ladies mentioned several dif-
ferent types of schools in Brampton
which are able to provide specific in-
structions to suit the students' differ-

Did you know? .

The 181 CENSUS spys that the
ranks of the female professional
nre  swelling and these con-
siderable goins were made in the
last decade, In 1981, there were six
times as many female lawyers,
five lLmes a5 many female
ecngineers, and three limes as
many femoale accountants as in
1971.
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HAZEN'S LAWN & CYCLE SAYS....

i GLINIC

ing noeds, os the
call *'nome o
Brampton."

Bev McMurchy who is invelved in
YMCA introduced Valerie Wilson,
who spoke of the areas of develop-
ment, of young people through
adolescence,

There are many scrvices
gvalloble to weuth, which offer
counseling and support, to assist
ynunﬁc peul::le to develop life skills
anlt.:' Ip them to be successful, she
said.

Betty McClure gave the motto The
Voice of the people, Young, Middle

and Old.
Archdekin -

answered the roll
ool of Iearming in

Wilma ave the

courlesies, The next meeling will be

April 8 at 10 a.m. hosted by Mae Dix-
on.
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