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Three schools recommended to close

Briefly
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508 report

- AL the first of three nublie
meetings  about  school  closures,
members of a group called the
Save Our School Commitlee 1505)
presented a report. The Howard
Wrigglesworth group was
represented by Tom Politi Monday
night,

_.Tlnr:}'_ usked  Hallon Board  of
Education Chairmun Irene Bruce
lo distribute their report to the
trustees.

Mrs. Bruce said it was necessary
to have all written material for
delegations submiticd 1o the Board
ne later than Mareh 11,

The public mescting was nol a
forum for debate, reminded Con
solidation Commiltee ¢o-chairman
Rou Chapman. He said the
meeling wiss sel up te explain the
consolidation process and o
answer questions,

Alternate plan

A group of parents have worked
out a fortmula they feel can keep
their  school, Howard Wrig-
Rlesworth, open,

Their 505 report supggests that
Stewarttown  Middle School be
closed ond Joseph Gibbons Public
School be converted inte o grade
7-8 institution. Park and Pineview
Schools would remain  as
kindergarten to grade G schooly
and a trainable mentally handicap-
ped unit would be moved 1o Har-
risan Public School.

Students from  Joseph  Gibbons
from kindergarien to grade 5 could
be located 1o Park and Glen
Williams  Public  Schools,  their
report indicales,

With Park and Glen Williains
Public School al near capacity
Jrom the changes, Howard Wrig-
‘glesworth could be kept open, the
Teport stales,

Unique school

- In a detailed plan, members of o
Jgroup  fighting to keep Howard
Wrigglesworth from closing gave o
pumber of reasons why they {el
their school was unique and should
not be closed,

- Amang the reasons were: ihe
school 5 debl free and the only
rapitnl expenditures fuvr the next
{ive years are for windows, costing
360,000; senior citizens {rom
Purham Street work as volunteers
an the classrooms, providing ser-
wvice 1o both students and seniors;
{uture development 1o the south of
Ticorgelown can ¢ accommodated
at their schaol.

- The report also mentions that
tioward Wriggleswr*th has a bet-

der i taan Stewar own

L T B

- The Halton Hills Consolidation
Commitlee ended its vow ol secrecy
at Thursday's Hallon board ol
gducation meeting.

= Four members of the Commiliee
presented nine  recommendations
and the 41 page reporl cxplaining
how the Commitlee warked. The
four were co-chairmen John
Kavanogh and Ron Chapman and
Commillee members Jim  Kinoear
and Pal Bodig,

» The Commitlee explained they
gdopted four principles. Those prin-
ciples reveal why some of the
recommendations remain,
—students' well-being is more im-
pertant than schoals;
—many rural parenls want their
children educated in rural schools;
~kindergarien to Grade 5 schools
?éaél Grade 6 to B schools arc prefer-
—after 1990, develapment in
Georgetown and Acton cguld have a
great effect en Haolton Hills schools,
The Commitiee's projections of

‘Hot seat’ members defend report

Consolidation members were  pul
on the hot seal by over 10 parents
oiid taxpayers i the Howard Wrig

glesworth Public School area.

At o public puwweting Titesday, the
~authors of the school closure report
in Halton Hills were asked to explain

bow they came lotheir decisions.

Howard Wrigglesworth is one of
three schools in Hallon Hitls that has
closure in

beven recommended  for
seplember.
i committee ol

own report o Lhe
members,  Called  S05

their school should not be closed.
In o sometimes
charged  question  period,

1o their conclusions,
(ne  gentleman

school

tH thee

parents  {rom
Wrigglesworth also  presented  theic
consolidation
iSave Our
schoel) Report, this 15 page docu-
ment outlines reasons why they feel

¢motionuliv.
parents
soupghl reasons why members came

gquestioned  the
validity of the decision to close the
because of new construction
offl of King and John Streets pnear the
school. Co-chairmar Hon Chapman
rephied that figures were {rom the
school board and regional planners

about development growih.

Some parents were concerned that
students bused from Wrigglesworth
would still be expuosed 1o the heavy
traffic en Guelph and Maple Streets
travelling o pick-up points. One
lady, o school bus driver, said she
felt the arcas around Gleo Williams,
Park amd Harrison  schools  were
more  danperous for busing  than
Howard Wrigglesworth,

“How is the closing of the school in
the best interests of my son?" asked
one  mother.  Co-chairman John
Kavanagh rephed  that  although
classroom sizes won't be affected, o
student benelits in ollier wilys,

For example, he said, there would
be  fewer split grade classroomns,
more oxtri curricular  activities,
more  specialty  teachers such as
librarians, e osvadabality of more
board consuliants and rural students
would still have a rural school to at.
tend.

Une man felt the Committee hoad
been biased in faver of rural schoels
in the decision-making. “Why keep
Stewarttown ps o tural school open
when a large part (about 50 per

Wenember Walton WS Copsadldation Commibltees, 322 hgal the

right o vele. Voters nclude 2K rtepayers (two from each sehoold, Halton
Hills 1945 trostees Belly Fisher, Ariene Bruce aspd Dick Howitt and co-
chademan John Kavanapgh and Ron Chapman, who each had o halfl vote,
The other 13 non-voting members of the committes are principals, used
as resource prople, The Tllowing is o Hst of hew the soting went among

the cousolidationg committee members:

1. In Sept., visG, Heward Wrlggleswaorth Public Schiod be closed and ils
stidents go to Glen Willlimns Publle Schoal, Hoarrison "ubilic Scehaol angd

Fark Public Schisal,
Vaolte: 23 i {

v to Park 1"abilic Sehool.
Voley: 2 N | i

2.0 Ta Sept., 1986, Joseph Gibbons Poblic School be closed and its students

B LI Sepl., 198G, Spesside Publie School be closed and its students go to
Litmehouse Public Schoal, Pineview Public Sclusit and Broekville Publle

Sclwal.
Viorte: 1% F] |
i In Hepr.,

186, Slewarilown Seolor Poblic Scliool become a0 middle

schoul, graddes 6 ta K, Tor children from Limehowse, Park and Pineview

ArCas,
Vole: 24 it I

G0 I Bepl., s Lhochowse, Park and Ploeview become kinderparten

o gErade 5 sehools,
Vole: 25 i i

K. When necessaey . thal MecRensie-Smith Mlddle Scheol amd M7, Ren-
nett Public Scheol he admioistratisely comblaed, and IF necessary, that
McKenzic-fanith be cupverted to a kindergartien to prode 8 school rather

Lhaen elose Limehouse,
Vole: 21 H e,
$0.27 million as seon as passible.
Vide: 25 i ]

o Thiat Steswarttian Middle School be uperaded al an estimated cost of

M. DB Sept., tise, Park Public School be upgraded at a cost of $14,700,

Viote: 15 Y |

1, In prl._., VNG, for safely that husing e provided for studeats of 1Hoar-
risen Public School nerih of Guelph Street and west of Maple, and for
students of Park Public School north of the CNE (racks.

Yaole: 25 i 1

'Four principles adopted

enrolinent do not go past 1990, With
charts, the Committee showed the
total funclional rated capacit
IFRCY at Halton Hills schoals will
decline from 62 per cent in 1986 lo 57
per cent in 1990, By closing three
schools, the FHC percentage rises.
In 1986, it will be 76 per centl and in
1990, it will be 69 per cent.

A  Committee member said the
report states all votes deciding a
schoel would close had belween a 68
per cent and 77 per cenl majority.
Criteria used lo reach recommenda-
tions came under the {ollowing
headings of considerations: com-
munity, [focilities, financial, human
resources,  lecatton, program,
regional growth and development

~and transportation,

In their presentation, Commiitee
members commented little on why
recommendations were made.  In-
fermation on why will be sent to
trusices after three public meetings
have concluded, co-chairman Jochn
Kavanan told The Herald on the
weekend,
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Dick Flowing Jutin H-.n'nnﬂjih

cenptt are from the urban area™"™" he
asked.

Slewarttown Public School is cen-
trally located and there was o desire
to preserve rural schouols, Me Chap.
miln Said.

Trustee Dick Howilt sad many ur-
han parents he had talked 10 prefer
red  having Stewartlown  remain
gpen). There are pe shopping malls
for students 1o Lnter aboul  aned
parenls know where they are during
school hours, he said

Buard Chairman  Arlene  Bruce
challenged one man’s  stolemnent
that the Commiltee had byeen easy on
rural schools. “"People in Speyside
talso  recommended  for  closing)
says we're bipsed apainst the urban
schools, ™ she said,

Comimutice member
nlso delended the ottitude of  his
group towards nonerural  schoals
Commitlee members sad the same
things as have been mentioned at the

Hay Denny

FOR MOM

FOR DAD

public meehng tomght about therr
schools, Mr. Denny snid.

The concerns about the quality of

education were all very simular from
each of the schools' representatives.
biut the decision-makers also had to
consider differences in the schools
such a5 gevgraphy, how students are
moved about and cost Tactors, he
said, :
Loud applause followed after one
man  asked why the consolidotion
report was completed if not to save
LIxpayCrs any money,

The sale of the properties will go
inle capital ¢osts lor olher schools,
Chaneman Bruce said.

Commiliee member Had  Tavior
sd his Lirst impression was that
money  could be saved by closing
sehools, but most of the board's
budget  pgoes  lowards  teachers’
salaries, hue siaid,

The report came down to doing the
best for the  greatest sumber, he
said,  "We came  down  with the
faicest option, Clearly, you're ngt go-
mg o be happy with that,” Mr
Taylor siud.

I the Commillee recommended
iy closures, there would be trouble
town the road, he soid, answering
vne man who asked why a report had
e dist any schools ot all for closures.

A woman was re-assured by Hon
Chapman  that  special  oducation
students ot Howard Wrigglesworth
would not be split up, even though
the boundaries will change f the
repart 35 aceepted.
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A board matter

The school clusings wing pro-
posed by o Halton board of vduca-
tion commitlee are g board nat-
ter, concluded lown  councillors
Monday night.

Coun Pum Johnston said she's
had o number of calls abogt the
Halten Hidls  Consolidaltion  Comn-

miltee report and wanted to kpow
how todeal with them.

“We have Iwo distincl corpora-
tions tthe town and the board) and
we're all serving the community,”
LCoun. Johnston satd. 1 want to
know what our Ilmnir.*ip:lli[}"ﬁ
jurisdiction s, of thereis any.

Mayor Huss Miller smd  the
board hus elected representatives
tirustevs)  and  thev're the obes
residents  should  take their  con.
cerns up with.

IFRC better

The major reason why Harrmison
FPublic 5School was chiosen over
Howard Wrngglesworth has o do
with aterm called FIC

John HKoavanagh smd Functional
Hate of Capacily (FRC» means the
amount of students o school can
comfortably handle,

Harrison can bhandle O transier
of Howard Wrigglesworth
students, but the reverse isn't (rue,
he  sated Harrisen s also con-
sidered o better structure, he said

21 alternatives

During  the  final 4 maetings,
there were 21 alternatives diseuss.
ed concerning school elosures, sid
Ron Chapmuan,
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