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- Looking back at
Christmas past

It was 1934 and the town fathers were
discussing prohibition. Fresh Christmas frees
were 30 cents cach and sirloin steak was 20 cents a
pound, :

While the traditlon of Christmnos has
changed little In 50 years, Sanin's bag of goodies is
certainlky worth more than ever befors.

The community was just recgvering from
the depresslon and getting ready for Christmas,
Treasure Island was playing at the only theatre in
lown, and residents were quletly going about the
task of Christmas shopping.

Buyers seemed more practical and spent
more of their budget on warm duds for the
children rather than a host of tays. Bays' winter
caps were 43 cents apiece and girls' flapnelette

. nightgowns went for 50 cents each,

There were china tea sets for the children at

$1.25 each, or slmply a cup and saucer for molher
for 15 cents each, ,

For dad, perhaps an electric razor for $4.95
or a pair of horsehide mitts for 49 cents. Men's
suits with a pair of pants were $18.50. For mom g
pure wood coat with a sable collar for $19.08

About 25 years later commerelalism reared
its head and consumers were hit with a barrage of
advertising for the *'fridge of your dreams”, a
high fidellty phonograph and radio, or a musical
top, Jack-in-the-music-box and doll carriage for
the children,

The Last Days of Pompell was playing at the
cinetma and Norlthern Eleciric moved into
Brampton in the final month of 1960 with the
promise of j8bs for 10,000 by 1965,

The children would be mnde happy Chrisi-

mas merning wilh a mechanical shooting tank for

$1.88 or 0 musical plush bear for $3.88. Electrie
hockey games were $9.95 each, and a ehild's first

telephone - which doubled as a bank - sald for only
83 cenis, : '

Men’s two-pant guits had gone up to $45.99,
bul girls' and women's sleepwear was i)l
reasonable at $1.98 for pretty flanpel gowns,

By 1971 games and toys which would be part
of children's Chriatmas ‘lists f{or years to come
were headlined in local newspapers.

Kerplunk and Trouble board games were
selling for $2.99 each, the the newborn Thumbalina
which squirmed when her string was pulied, sojd
for £5.39. : :

Bllly Jack was playlng at. the ciiy's
dovwntown theatre and the Canada Packers plant
opened on East Drive supplying 125 hew jobs Lo
Bramptonlans. |

Artifictal Christmas trees were on the
market for $3.99 for the slx-foot Scotch plne

version. The same one which now sells for up to
$40, |

And hack then the stockings were hung by
the chimney with care at 49 cents a patp,

Christmas tree origins: :

it’s German tradition

Historians mention three
‘Qecorations mede by German
seltlers along the eastern Ralt-
ic in the early 1500s. Moat
credit Martin Luther, leader of
the Protestant Reformation in

Germany, for introducing .

lighted trees, '

© On Christmas Eve, Luther .

walked through a foreet ¢n o
starry night. The sight of stars
eeking through the fir
Emnc.hea deeply moved him.
Luther put a fir tree in his
home and. decorated It with
candles (o symbolize Jesus
Chbrist aa the light of the world.

ie in other European
:nmg sdopted the Getman

the royal palace in 1841,

German  Immlgrants
-brought the Christmas iree
tradition to North America.

The first attempt to place s

tree [n a chureh aparked a
virtua) rlot in 1853, Rev. Henry
Schwan placed &
tree in his church In Cleve-
jand, Ohla. Congregation
membera skid Chrizstmas trees

smacked of paganism, but

Schwan beld firm. -
The customn spread like wild
fire and communitjes compet.
¢d wilh each otber to erect the
most lavishly decorated or
tallest tree.

Although Pasadeaa, Califor.

s, in already famous for the

Tmn'nlmmtofﬂnlu!’ancll. '

%

decorated’

its citizens made history by
being the first to decorate a
Christmas tree with eleciric
lights in 1909,

A deep foreat somewhere In

-~ Germany was the setting for

the Mrat Christimas tree.

Ac { {0 legend, the
Roypd
ace used n; 51“3 tiony g
courage and g thinking
conver! pagan Germans (o
Christianity and give them a
symbol of their new faith,

On Christmas Eve In 700, -

Bonlface rmi‘.iﬁg .toﬂmsrliﬂ of
pagans prepar sacriflce
& boy before u giant oak trea to
the god Thor. Bonifece struck
thhm; and it crashed to tha

He poinled to an ev
tree and told the pagans Jesua
Christ had sent ttem a tree of
love, peace and eternal life.
Scandinavians

5t. Bonif- -

the tree of Jesse, the father of
King David whe was an
ancestor of Jesus Christ.
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CHOCOLATE ALMOND
SHORTBREAD

250 mL cups icing tugar
175 mL cup butier, soflenad
B Wuares BAKER'S

SemrSweet
Chocolaie, meted
nod fucled
taypoon sanilia
up all purposs
Hour

vup gound almands
teas poon 1l

!

package (173 )
BAKER™Y
Semi-Nweet
Chocalate Chips
cup. unblanched
caanely chopped
toaited alrmonds

Cream sugar and butter pntil
light and fuffy. Add melted
chocolate and vanilln; mix well,

© Combine flour, ground al- .

monds and saft; mix well,
Gradually add to chocolale
" mixture, Pressintoa §2 x %inch
{30 x 20 em) rectangle in 13 x
Sinch (3,5 L) pan. Sprinkic with
chips and chopped
Bake &t 28F F {1 20° C) for 45 1o
20 minutes. Cool; ctit into bars.
Makes about 48 pieces. Storein
Rirtight container in cool place,

May be mads up to 3 weeks .

before Cheistrnag.
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(Rp) FAMESE

| CUBLISHING
.“MORE THAN JUST A PRINT SHOP"

3 Beautiful Rooms . . .
...H}LLUFEXL‘IMBFI'EAS...

Remember Rameses when you're
looking lor a Special Gift . . .
Something different, something
unique, something affordable,

. HERE ARE JUST A FEW

EXAMPLES TO FILL YOUR
GIFT LIST!

PRE-CHRISTMAS

SPECIAL... .
QLASS CHRISTMAS TREE
BALLS HAND BLOWN

FROM OEAMANY.

SEE QUR SELECTION
OF UNIQUE GIFY BOOKS

BAKERS CHOCOLATE
RICHES...

Come sea our widg selsction of
. exciting kifsas from all over the
wqr!d. '

BRIMAX
CHILDRENS

BOOKS

—RICHARD SCARY
STORIES

stocking stuffers
AT TERRIFIC PRICES E}
MAKE RAMESES A g
MUST FOR YOUR 5
XMAS SHOPPING

S Ban %i
s
}
3

#r COLLECTION DOLLS
s MUSIC BOXES

J MUSTAL DOLLS
ALL AT GREAT PRICES

CHRISTMAS APPETIZERS
COOKBOOK (Batty Crachers)

SPECIALTY BOOKS FOR THE
SPOATSMAN & HOBBYIERT
Plus many more interesting
Qift tithas.
RAMESES PRINT
& PUBLISHING 1-418-8977-5829 iy
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YOUR DADER TILL DEE. 15

PERSONALIZED STATIONARY
ALWAYS A WELCOMED
GIFY — ASKX ABQUT
CUR CHRISTMAS SPECIALS.

¥

103 MAN ST, S0UTH, GEORHETOWN, DNT,

- The MeGiblon Fotel

. E FINEST DINING EVERY
URSDAY AND FRIDAY

: o -
. SERVED 11:00 A.M..2:00 P.M.

shoustBeal ° . sCholcsol «Engtiah Trife *Apphe Annla
= Roayl Pork i Hot ¥ * Pumpiin M sLowmon Surprise

:m:-mh _.llhd Bar *Blech Forenl Cabe uToa & Coltes

" oy '4.34 pLus Tax

BOOK NOW FOR OUR

NEW YEAR'S EVE PARTY

TICKETS — 66, Couple
CHAMPAGNE BUFFE]

* FOOD & BEVERAGES INCLUSIVE

ENTERTAINMENT — GARY POOT & COUNTRY SYDE.
COUNTRY WESTERN 4 COUNTRY ROCK
* CALLFORMORE INFORMATION)

ENTERTAINING THIS WEEK

ROUTE 66 I B

. THURSDAY, FRIDAY & SATURDAY
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