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Preserving Acton’s heritage
for town’s future generations

Hall set for December opening

By SANDY CAMPBELL
Hersld Stalf
Give them the past and they wll.!
it for the I’uturﬁ That Is the
goal of Herltage Acion who &re
finishing their first project, the Acton

Town Hall, on the corner of Willow and
Bower,

In  December the Acton Social

Services and Information Centre will
move to first floor offices, zald Ted
Tyler, chalrman of Heritage Acton. He
did not know when the second [oor
would be finished, but only hoped that
its new tenants would be compatible
with the social service agency.

“*{t should be used Iururinmtuwn
functions. It was butlt for i}igm
Acton and it shouid be by the
people of Acton,’ he said.

The old town hall has a history of

the community. It was once a
fire department, a boys band hall, a
library and most recently a police
station.

During the Depression, nomads
s.eelclng wnrk used to find a bed at the
ald palice station. The dairy man who
dellvered at night would give left-over
milk Lo traveilers or prisoners.

y, when the hall was
renovated, there was &' of miik
boitles found beneath the r. They
were {ed through a hole in the floor,
Mr. Tylersald. ""We have the history of
Acton in milk bolties,” he said.

The renovators also found a

‘decorative eagle and Acton Crest; both

will be on display in the hall perma-
nently. The crest was donated by the
mayor of the original Acton, in

England.
Preserving the building as it once

wasg, i Heritage Acton's mandate,

That mandale also Includes (und-
ralsing.

The Ontario Heritage Foundation
is one of three major coatributors. In
order to get money from them, all
renovated buildings must be functional
and in thelr original state, Mr. Tyler
sald. They. only donate money (o
rebuilding things as they were. Th
will pay for old moulding, but they wi
not pay for pbone lines, Mr. Tyler sald.

The town hall was bought from the
town for §1. Since then the Ontario
Heritage Foundation has denated
about $40,000, the federal government
about $130,600 and Heritage Acton
about $70,000.

""They {the town) have the oplion
to buy it back,™ Mr.
Heritage Acton will be leasing it. ““We
preserve and restore. We're not in this
to make money but to preserve Actnn."
he sald,

Preserving and restoring t.he town
hall has been difficult as well as costly.

One reason is because there were so

many different occupants and changes

to the, building. It was dim:uit ta..

decide how it looked originally, Mr
Tyler said..He said the project

in the spring of 1683. “It seems like
forever, like I inherited the thing,’” he
joked., -
"*The biggest problem has always
been finding money,' hesald. Heritage
formed to ease this
problem; now, il iz a recognized tax
deductible charity. Once there were
iwo ps, one (o save the bullding
from the wrecking ball and the olher to

il { Warm Greetings

LICENCED LLBO.

| Join us for Lunch!
Enjoy a delightfel mid-day
meal from our 50 ltern menu.
Crepes, Quiche, Seafoods, Soups
& Salads.

(11:30 - 2:30 p.m.)

Tyler sald.
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Wednesday!

~~NewYork Strip Steaks —
- Choice of Charbroiled,
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~ Alte:-months and months of con-
struction, with some time delays In
between, the Acton Town Hall s
nearing completion and the Acton

restore il. When the groups merged,
Heritage Acton was born.

Renovating s & journey into the

unexpected. “We were into
iumknowns all of the time. We had to
almost gut the bullding. We weren't
aware the architect was going to do it
We had {o tear the front section of the

building out. We had to reinforce it

with steel dnd update bathrooms. We
renovated Lhings we found out Iater
didn't have to be renovated. There
‘were problems day, but eventu-
ally things all fit into place,” he sald.

“Juried art

The Brampton Arts Councl] will be
holding @& juried art and craft exhibiti-
oo Dee. 5 - Jan. 5 at the Brampion
Public Library and Avt Gallery. -

The official opening will be Dec. 5
starting at 7 p.m. with Christmas
misic provided by the Peel Choral
Soctety.

Tanner's Table.

STEAK NIGHT

Peppercorn, Steak Oscar,
or our smothered style.

Soclal Services and Information
Cenire |s preparing for thelr move. A
ilnal date for a ribbon cutiing hasn't
been decided, but It lan't oo far away.

Many of the old lealures were
retained and those that couldn't be,
had substitules found for them, Most of
the original doors were found except
the front doora. Dave Dills offered the
doors of the old Acton Free Press
building. They were the right dimensi-
ons but didn’t go on with ease, “It’s
kind of hard though, taking stuff from
one old bullding with its bends and
{wists and {rying to fit the bends and
twists in anolher old bullding," he sald.

The old cell doors were used also.
Ome is used in 8 small kitchen and the
other - w9 "a -demonsirstion of how
criminals . were once held,

were still on the -doors,” he eaid.
Impossibie, the steel doors were
sandblasted and now look like new,
Heritage Acton's first project is
almost complete, but they tave no
plans to begin another until it is, No
doubt they will begln another. “Yﬁu
can’'t tear everything down. Can yo
imagine what Eurﬂil-u would be Hl;ﬂ il

Lhey did,” Mr. Tyler said.

for Christmas

ow a Local tradition ~ plan a mid ~ week shnpping
visit and also enjoy an “Event” dining experience at Jack

- At the olde Hide House we make great gift giving
.4, easy -~ and enjoyable! Select from our famous
collections of Canadian-made leather
fashions, footwear and accessories.

Leather Ham!bags _

107% off .-
Monday mmx

iso find special values in our
exclusive Woollens Shoppe — like
100% Pure Wool scarves, fust $5.95,

Leather Furniture

Kaufman gallery Grand Opening
Sale! Save 30% on every plece or suite

Includes Salad Bar, Baked . until December 22nd!
Putalnﬂur ." 95
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e Sy £ Open 10am-~10pm!
‘Canada’s Largest Leatber Store’

ME 5 Sk Fet

Vg * WL .r'"!'-

i Rt

i p g i 5 e s o <o S Y ¥ L S S 8 Sy L, 1! —
o e i ] 58§ — R ————

the olde

Hide House

. “Some
people came In o see if their initials
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Pre-Holiday |

Prices iTetibea thru
Baturdey, Newemnber

30k, 1A% 91 ARP slores only.
Wa reservs ihe righl

to Ilmi guant Uss

1o rormak familty
requiremente

Savinge shown In this

nd basad on Dur curfeni
regular relslts.
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SAVEUP TO 3"’% - 1%,

CUT FROM CANADA S FINEST GHADE A BEEF

T-Bone or Wing s
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Roasts

17°/3%

CUT FROM CANADA'S FINEST GRADE ‘A’ BEEF

Boneless Sirloin Steak
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Locdi Spasaialbiy Wy

{lI_IMITI 6 PER FAMILY PU HGHASE WITH A MINIMUM 12 E‘“ ORDER)

swe | A&P PURE 79

19 | APPLE JUICE

CANADA DRY 5 99
ASSORTED BEVERAGES B ' .
. HUMPTY DUMPTY 99
801 POTATO CHPS = mwdwd
BATHROOM TISSUE "5~ e 1 P P |
99
A&P FROZEN 99
ORANGE JUICE ~
RED ROSE ... 2
RSt - 2.29
~ SEE OUR 12 PAGE
PRE-HOLIDAY SALE
FOR MORE GREAT ACTION PRICED SPECIALS

(Delivered to homes in areas of A&P stores)

ASSORTED VARIETIES

FANCY

HEINZ TOMATO
JUICE

CONCENTRATED, UNSWEETENED

481\ oz
thn




