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Owner neglect: An automatic Njssan dealer started small
transmission’s worst enemy

Of all the services and components
overlooked by ¢Of OWNers, ransmission
mnm{t:nnm:c remains the most neglected
arca in the care of ang automobile, This
neglect prevails, says Car Care Council,
despite the risk of costly repairs.

A recent sunvey of transmission special-
tsts, conducted by the Council, revealed
that the principal reason for the need for g
trxnsenission overhaul is the lack ﬂ!‘pmp:r
maintenanoe,

| Afmrdmg 10 one transmission special-

ist, “*Prople just drive around unaware of
thetr transmission probiems. Very few
peopte bring their cars in for routine main-
tenance, They drive their cars until they
stop running. In fuet, tnv-ins pre the ma-

jority of our work.” This lack of preven-
tive maintenance on the part of the car
owner often can cost him plenty.

The single most conunon cause of dam-
age to the transmission is overheating of
the fluid, usually caused by heavy trailer
towing without cquipping the vehicle with
a transmission cooler, or by excessive
rocking o the car when stuck in mud or
S5IHANY,

Periodic transmission sefvice can save
motorists expensive repair bills, Standand
servies akes an overview of the basice ¢le-
mehts in a tmnsnssion’s operation and in-
cludes fluid chunge, installation of a new

filter and necessary adjustment:

Catalytic converter falls
a prey to car care neglect

One of the "hottest™ awiomobile re-
placement items for the batance b the '80s
may be the catalytic converter. This is the
part of the exhaust system which tums
sOnous exhaust gases into harmless carbon
dioxide and water. .

Looking much like a muffler, s stain-
less sieel casing contains chemical and/or
metalurgical devices to react on the Jethal

¢lements of exhawst gas. Originatly de-

slgncd o have 1 50,000 mile life span,
they 're doing much better than that when
the vehicle is properly matntained.

Esscntially there are three things that
can destroy the converter. First and fore-
- most 15 the use of Jeaded gas. The lead
“poisons” the catalyst, making it ineffec-
tive,

- Thesecond catalyst killer is engine trou-
ble, usually malfunctions due to improper
maintenance. Incomplete burning of fuel,
ofien o result of misfiring spark plugs or
improper carburetion, will canse the con-

poi- © verter is normnal “wear-and-tear,

“verter to heat up to a point where the inside
can actually melt.

The third reason for n:-phung,.: con-
tnclud-
Ing rust or damage (o the unit itself.
Sometimes a comerter will fall off because

~of broken brackets supporting the exhaust

system,

Replacement of the catalytic comverier
on an averuge mid-size $ix cybinder car
could be $250-5300, including installa-
ton. New product developments, how-
ever, will help bring the price down.

These are good reasons for practicing

reventive maintenance, says the Car Cnr:

ouncil, The car owner who fails 1o keep
his engine in tune, thereby destroying the
inside of the converter, now Has a car that
runs poorly and pollutes the air. If he
doesn't have the catalytic converter re-
placed, the result could be burned valves
due to back pressure in the :xhaust 5YS~
Lem.

Preventive car care pays off.

Norm Couvlter has
come a long way with the
family business he start-
od up 23 years ago In
Milton,

From what was just o
BP gos station, Mr.
Coulter and his wife
Donna have developed
the Northend Nissan
business Into a full ser-
vice facility with five full
time mechanics doing
car repairs, & Nissan

showroom, and a Gu]l.'
gas bar.

“"We've been o Nissan
dealer for 17 years now,"
Mr. Couler said, over
since he saw the line at
the 1969 Sportsman
show,

From the basic Micra,
which cells al $8,556, 1o
the $30,000 300ZD sports
coupe, Mr. Coulter's got
It all.

He says his best seller

is the Sentra four door

{ive passenger car.,

“We've just gone
through an expansion af
our showroom ta 1,200
square feel,”” Mr. Coult-
er said. The expansion
also vpgraded facilities
at 610 Martin St. in
Milton.

Next week, the busin-
ess wlll also become a
franchise outlet for the
CanTel cellular tele-

phones,
Mr Coulter has lived

~ in Milton since 1946.

“It's a matter of hard
work and sticking ta it,"
he snys of his business
success, wiping the
grease off his hands.

He's his own customer
as well, driving a Nissan
pick-up truck.
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SALES LTD.

361 Guelph St., Georgetown
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