On declining enrollment
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Criteria is listed
by study committee
to evaluate schools

By DAVE ROWNEY
Herald Stafl

With a mapdate_to
look at declining enroll-
ment, a school consolida-
tion committee has
made a list of criteria
needed 1o make some
hard decislons.

Since March 19, a 48
member commitlee
from Hallon Hills hnas
met each week to discuss
possible scheol closures
or the twinning of
schools.

Ralepayers [rom 14
elementary schools in
Halion Hills are to moke
recommendations to the
Halton Board of Educat-
ion by March 1986,

Now reudy to break for
the summer, the com-
mittee hasn't discussed
the pros or ¢ons of each
school, co-chairman
John Kavanagh said,

The committee has
spent all of their time
thus far discussing the
criterln needed to eval-
unte each school, Mr.
Kavanagh said.

“Things have been
going stowly, but iU's a
large committee,”” he
said.

It's been difficult deal-
ing with the wording of
the criteria stalement
and commitlee members
feel it must be clearly
delined, he said.

The commitice mem-
bers are “like mini-irus-
tees who want to make
the criteria reflect well
on their scheol,” he said.

Mr., Kavanagh calls
the consolidation study
committee a “‘very high
calibre group' who are
nll “very verbally elo-
quent.”

Each weck the com-
mittee mei a1 a different
elemeniary school in
Hallon Hills and listened
to a five-minute present-
ation by the principal.
They would then be free
o ask the principal
about Lhe strengths and
weaknesses of the school
and walk the haliways.

The 48-member com-
miltee has a voling body

JOHN KAVANAGH

of 32 which includes 28
ratepayers {two from
each school), Halton
Hills trustees Betly Fish-
er, Irene Bruce and Dick

Howilt, and cochairman -

John Kavanagh and Ron
Chapman who each re-
celve o half vole.

in September the com-
mittee will reconvene,

Jills

gym
camp
The Halton Hills Jills

gymnastics club will be
haolding registration next

" week for {heir upcoming

summer gymnastics
camp.

Registration is belng
held at the Rose Hoom
lacated at Mcecmorial
Arena Tuesday from
67:30 p.m. and Thurs-
day from 6:30-8 p.m.
Fees are $25 for a half
day and $45 for a full
doy.

For more information
those interested are ask-
ed 1o call Kim Dryden at

 B77-8690.

Collision

A McGilvroy Crescent
resident backed thelr
1979 Buick into the slde
of a parked 1964 Ply-
mouth while leaving
their driveway last Tues-
day (July 2) &t 5:45 p.m.

Only the Plymouth was

Scheduled then Is a
meeting with the regicn
and Hallon Board of
Education planners lo
discuss future develop-
ment.

With informalion on.

the town'’s expansion, the
commitiee will go back
and look at ench of the
schools.

In Murch the consolid-
alion commiltee will
make presentations lo
the Halten Board of
Education. However, be-
fore the conclusions of
the study are presented
o the board, a public

meeting will be held, Mr,
Kavanagh said.

Alter Sepiember, Mr.
Kavanagh is heping the
commiliee can stay tn
cunlacl with the com-
munity through newslet-
ters or the three news-
papers in north Halton.

The meelings each
week are clesed {o Lthe
press and public. How-
ever, the minutes for
cach of the mectings are
available, and ratepay-
crd are encouraged to
talk to the two represent-
atives in their school
area, Mr. Kavanagh
said.

Schools compared
with each other

How do you raie one school against anather?
It's a tough question, but one that has to be
answered by a school consalidation committee.

The 48-member group is looking at declining
enrallment in Halton Hills and their job is to lsl
criteria and choose which scheols, If any, should
be twinned or closed.

The commitles started with a goal statement,
outlining their common objectives. it stales; 'the
goual of the Hallon Hills Consolidation Committee
is {0 moke recommendatlons to the Halton Beard
of Education on the enhancement of educational
gpportunities for studenta through the most
eFf?:iem and effective use of the Board's
resources,”’ .

Having said that, the committee listed a
varlety of criteria in order to evaluate the 14
elementary schools in question,

Topics listed include the communily, facili-
ties, financial, human resources, location prog-
ram, regional growth and development and
transportation. '

Criteria for “community” Include trying to
mainiain peer group continuity from Kindergar-
ien {o Grade 13 where possible and the use of the
school by the community for ather uses.

Considetation should be glven to what
alternative [acilities ore available in the school
area, Lhe statement says. '

Facilities should be evaluated according to
present and fulure maintenance needs and the
adaptability for modification or expansion, the
commitiec [eels.

Consideration should also be made f[or any
existing special purpose rooms, equipment and
facilities.

Another criteria addressed is the accessibilily
to handicapped currently or for the future,

Under “financial", it is necessary to look at
schools that have high renovatlon, maintenance or
capital costs, the committee feels.

The potential ability to dispose of a school and
increased costs of busing will also affect any

_decisions made, based on the criterla. .

The commillee recommends that a {ull time
non-teaching principal be provided where poss-
ible. Also, consideration for a vice-principal
should be given where numbers warrant, says the
committee. '

The statement recommends that each school
have a speclal education resource teacher, at least
one half-time librarien and full-time library
services. .

A school site location has four criteria. One is
that it be in a centrally located ares fer the present
and future. Another consideration Is for safety of
the children from tralfic.

! A school site should have favorable -zoning
that wouldn't affect the growth of future atudent
populations. Also, school clnsures shouldn’t re-
duce student access to sports or library facillties
unless nbsolutely necessary, the commiltee
recommends,

Plans by the region, town and the province
plus other organizations like the Credit Valley
Conservation Authority have to be consldered in

. the criteria, the stalement says.

In addition, school location is considered
impartant based on time spent on a bus and any
safely hazards resulting from a school closure.

Elementary schools
- » - »
population guide

About 175 students is about the right number
for & school holding grades Kindergarien to §, or
Kindergarten o 8.

That's what a consolidatlon study group says
|s needed in order to ensure a list of slx objectives
relating to programs at schools.

The 48 member group also anys & Kindergart-
en lo Grade 8 school should hold about 350
siudenis.

Six objectives could be facilitated by maint-
aining ihe schoal populations listed above, the
cammitlee says:
—minimize splil closses
—~increase the polential
aclivities
—sirive to meet staff ollocalion guidelines to
provide a minlmum of one half-time librarian,
adequate music service, teachers with speclalities
for Grades 8, 7 and 8, adequate non-leaching and
suppart staff,

—utllize budgeled program funds lo Lhe best
advantage

—recognize the respective characteristics of both
large and amall schools _
—Sitrive to have two units of kindergarten (i.e.,
a.m. and p.m.).

Acton swim lessons

New and exciting lessons and swims have
heen added to the Aclon Indoor Pool. After an
incredible response from the public, the Halton
Hilla Recreatlon and Parks Departmen! decided
to allot lime for Aduit Lessons. These leasons will
run during the same sessions na the Laarn lo Swim
Program. The gesslons are July 1 - 12, July 15- 26,
August 5 - 18 and August 19 - 30. the Adult Lessons

for extracurricular

i ] L

Dozens of locol students answered Wall Disney's call for preppie exiras
last Friday for the Mlm **Youny Again'. Sharmhlll Productlons [ne, wiil be
shooting the fim July 9, 10and 11 in Georgetawn, Seen here ue prepplie would-be
extros {left 1o right} Francine LeBlane, Brent Hull and Wendy Leuenberger.

Region owned

‘Daycare centres
could go private

By ANI PEDERIAN
Heratd Staff
. Taking the reglon oul
of Llhe daycare business
is toking a backward
step, two Qakville coun-
cillors said last week.

At the regional council
meeting last Wednesday,
Couns, Peter Arch and
Carol Gooding objected
lo the proposed move
which would see George-
town's Maple Avenue
Day Care Centre, QOak-
ville's Sedgewick Cres-
cent Day Care Centre
and Margaret Drive Day
Care Cenire ol handed
over to the private sect-
or,

Coun. Arch said moat
referrals from day care
cenires of child abuse, or
of children at risk hond-
led by the Children's Ald
Saciety come from the
regionaily operated day
carecenlres, He's o vice
president of the society.

“Because there may
be a fear of reprisals
from private operators,™

the councillor said.
“Whereas regional op-
crotors have ihe prolect-

lon of regional stafl and

us as employer."”

“If we as o council are
advocates of child wel-
fare, this is o backward
step in terms of child
welfare,” Coun, Arch
suid.

Coun. Guoding &aid
day care is one of the
mosi important services
Lthe region can provide in
society, calling It an
invesiment in children.

“It's far more import-
ant to spend money on
children than on burying
garbage in the ground,
on which we get ne
return, and {ook at the
muney we've already
spent ton the gorbage
issuel,’ she said.

Burlingten Coun. Joan

“Little felt the councill-

Ors’ CONCCrns were pre-
mature, and noted the
region Is only entertaln-
ing proposals from the
privole sector regarding

Re-tendering cheaper

The region was able o pore off $3,000 by
retendering o Conlract to renovale the regional
administration building and meke it accesslble {o
the physicelly handicopped.

Chief administrative officer Dennis Perlin
infermed regional councillors that retendering the
project resulted in even better bids for Halton,
lower even than Lhe lowest bid the first lime

around.

Moy 22, the low tenderer Pine Tree Conslruct-
fon Campany had to back out from taking on the
job becouse of excessive workload.

Regional councl re-advertised the bullding

renovations and Nadeco Limlted came up with the
lowest bid of $47,980 (o improve the washrooms,

the entrance door and ramp of the big green -

building on Highway 23, just south of Highwq}' 5.
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these regional centres.

“{nherent in the dis-
cussions is somchow that
private daycare isn't as
good as public dayeare,”
she objected. "'We have
some pretly darn good
ones (privater.”

Fellow councillor
Keith Bird noted there is
now 4 dilferent govern-
ment at Queen's Park
which promises different

programs, Until its day

care direction is given.
The region shouldn't
make any moves with ils
daycares. He wanted de-
lay for about a vear on
the matter.

Halton Hills Coun.
Mike Armslrong suppor-
ted deferral, but was ont-
numbered by Hallon
Ilills Jake Kuiken, John
McDonald, Dave Whit-
ing and Mayor Russ
Miller,

On the urging of Coun.
Arch, regional councill-
ors agreed that  the
Childrens Aid Society be
contacted and nsked for
its observations on Holt-
en's proposal call. As
well, reglonal councill-

-ors and staff are to

tonsult with the provine-
ial govermment within
the next 30 days.
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For underprivileged kids

Scotsdale neighboursv
dislike camp plan

Hy MAGGIE HANNAH
Herald Special

It will probably be the
end of ihe year befere a
final decision is made by
the Ontario Heritage
Foundatlon on the [uture
of Scolsdale farm south
of Ballinalad. _

Coensultants, however,
expecd 10 make recom-
mendations on use {o 0
subcommittee of Lhe
foundation by Augusi.

The farm, olong with
furnishings, paintings
and o $500,000 endow-
ment was left to the
foundation by Mr. and
Mrs. §.G. Benanett who
died in 1983,

After an apen house af
the farm on Tralfalgar
LRoad Wednesday, Henry
Sears, of
Russell, sald their study
i5 1o be ready for presen-
tation to the subcommit-
tee the end of July.

Subcommiiltee chair-
man Christina Jeonnings
soid at [cast {woe commil-
tees must review those
proposals before the full
foundation sees them
and full foundation meet-
ings are held only four
times & year.

The open house, which
attracted aboul 40 peo-
ple, was designed to get

public input on four pro-
pused pses for the prop-
erly.

The Hallen board of
education, the George-
town Optimist Ciub and
the Ontario Equestrian
Federntion have all
made proposals. A
fourth use would include
agriculture.

Mr. Scars said vary-
ing combinatlions of the

four uses were being

considered. The board
would like to use part ol
ihe land for an outdoor
educativn centre, . The
Optimists want land for
a camp for underprivil-
eged children and the
federatton wants lo cre-
ale a nostional hotse
park.

(ther proposals wauld

- gee the farm operation

continue.

Arca residenls expres:
sed concern al the
thought of numbers of
young people using the
properly as a camp or
education centre and

voiced unhappiness

when no one had detalls
of those proposals.

Mr. Sears sald that
the Equesirian Federat-

ion has been working on
ils propesal since 1983
but - the board and the
Oplimists have had only

. o few weeks o work oul

their plans.

Residenls were un-

happy with the potential
for tox dollars to be
invested in more educa-
tion focilities when the
nelghboring Silvercreek
Education Centre, op-
erated by the Credil
Valley Conservatlon
Authority, nppears to be
under-utilized.
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Haiton board of educa-
tion sclence co-ordinator
Stan Percival said new
programs are beginning
al Silvercreek and the
centre is expected lo be
filled this year.

Changes to the science
curiculum in the next
couple of years lean

heavily towards conser-
valion and ogriculture,

he added.

Hallon is the only
board In the area which
does nol have -its own
nutdvor educatlon centre
and it would be willing to
share such o facility with
the Hallon Scparaic
School board and other
bourds who may wish 1o
use it. : _

Optimist president
Gerry Gelly said the

club’s proposal would
cgtablish a camp [for
children from the Bram-
plon, Orangeville, Cale-
tlon and Erin area.

Hesidents were con-
cerned anbout any of the
uses causing increased
demand for services, or
tncreased tralfic,

While education and
underprivileged children
may be motherhood iss-
ues, residents sald, they
wan! to see the properly
remain sclf-sulficient
rather than become an-
other drain on tax dotl-
ars.

Resident Murt Allisan
suggested the properly
might be developed for
seniur citizens' housing.

Courtesy
Guelph Mercury

Travelling activities

The Travelling Activities Centre will be
visiling the flollowing locations lo provide freec
supervised spontaneous programs on July 12 and
17. Stay iuned for further updates.

July 12: 10 - 12 Joseph Gibbons Schoal, 1 - 2
Gler Willioms Park, 2 - 4 River Run,

July 17 10 - 12 Holmesway (Acion),

Escarpment plan approved

At the June 20 meeting of the Niagara
Kscarpmen! Commission, the approved Niagara
Escaromen! Plan was the main topic on the
agenda,

Highlighling the various components of the
Plan, Commission Chairman Ivor MeMullin
stated that he was extremely pleased with the
concepts in the approved Plan and with the
directive to implement the Plan which will benefit
the peopte of Oniario for generations to come. "It
has struck a good balance between the pressures
for development and the need to preserve unique
Escarpment features.”

The plan (or the 725 kilometer Escarpment,
which runs from the Niogara River to Tobermaory,
was given final assent by the governmeni on June
12.

Mr. McMullin has been appeinted Vice
Chairman of the Ningara Escarpment Committee
st up under the Ontario Heritage Foundaticn
which will administer a $2.5 million a year fund as
part of the Ontaric Government's ten-vear
commiiment lo Escarpment land acquisitlon.

Fall, winter brochure

Commurily groups, do we know about you?
The Recreation and Parks Department malntains
u list of all community groups in Halton Hills. If
your group is not listed in our Spring and Summer
issue be  sure lo give us a call. For more
information, call 877-5185, ext. 263,
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HELD OVER 2nd WEEK :
“BACK TO THE FUTURE"’

SHOWING DAILY ATTO0 4 F10 P . :
Warnlmg — Swsaring

STAATS FRIDAY
" MEL GBSONIs

*MAD MAX"
BEYOND THUNDERBOOM

SHOWIMO DALY AT .00 & =10 PR
Adull Accompanmant

HELD OVER 3rd WEEK
“COCQOON"

Staning DON ARECKE

SHOWINGDAILY AT 100 A S:10P.M.
Warning: Bwearing = Farantyd Guldance

ALL SEATS TUESDAY — $2.00
" For Adylts and Youthe 1417
Senlors and Children Only $1.50
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Do You Need —

* DRIVING LESSONS

* DRIVER ED. COURSE

* CERTIFICATE FOR
INSURANCE REDUCTION

¢ HAND CONTROLS {iuoecipora

* NEXT COURSES «

JULY 15
Special 8 Day Course
" July 15,16,17, 18,22, 23,
24 and 25

damaged on Eﬂtlmﬂl-ﬂd am -classes pm - driving

JULY 30
3 WEEK EVENING COURSE
STARTING JULY 30 TO AUG. 14

Phang lor more inlormatbion

wili run Monday o Friday, from 5:30 (o § p.m.

DENTURE r1crarv CLINIC
J. Kohari, D.T.

122 Gueiph St. on Hwy.Y g
GEORGETOWN THEATRES
Fhhnmy Mavrs A9 1y Weih

e 3 7 1-8974 - . SEHE |\ et

AND PLACES TO GO
e

ALL MOVIES EXCEPT NEW RELEASES
| - 99

MIMIMUM OF TWO MOVIES

— SPECIAL —

HEAD CLEANERS
Reg. $24.95
WHILE THEY LAST

11 seemecuLanaD
FOR THIS WEEK'S
81 snows AND TWES

CONSIGNMENT STORE

Gor . almost néw choth-
ng Jor a few dollars.
Women's and children's
clothing — like rew. Has 10
be seen 1o ba beligved.

MAKE MONEY

Wa also accept clothes in
good condition,

81 MILL ST., ACTON
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BENION CITIZENS 197% OFF
TUERDAY & THUREDAY

10 MOUNTAINVIEW RD.

MOUNTAINVIEW PLAZA
GEORGETOWN

873-1566
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