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There is n it
“‘Senior citizens are often isolated, poor and in a
crippling state of dependence,” stated Brian Mulroney
while on the election campaign trail, To correct this
inequity,” Mr. Muironey vowed "o reinstate complete in-
pensions to the actual cost of living as of

dexing of old-age

Jan. 1, 1985,” in a speech on July 26, 1984, | -
Less than a year later the Conservative governmen

is about to limit indexing of CPP pensions sot

three

t the first

per cent of inflation will be berne by pensioners. The

result will be a pension decrease of three per cent in real

terms,

Finance Minister Michael Wilson argues that all

segments of society must bear the

in of bringing down

the budget deficit and maintains that senior citizens wiil be
happy to share this burden. Not so, it seems, as pensioners
living at or below the poverty level are making abundantly

clear,

The lower increase in pensions will save the gover-
nment about $15-million in this tax year but the saving will
increase to an estimated $1.6-billion by 1991. In addition,
income taxes for individuals will rise more steeply than for

corporations.

In the same time frame, the revised deal with
western oil companies will cost the federal coffers in the
multi-billions and the $500,000 in lifetime tax-free capital

gains for the weaith
when {ully implemented.

will cost an estimated $1'4-bitlion

- We question seriously the government’s integrity,
fairness and common sense, It can be and should be said
that it has reneged on its leader’s campaign promise to
pensioners. It must also be said that there 1s no equity in
sticking it to pensioners while doling out billions to the oil
companies and giving the wealthy tax-free gains on in-
vestments which will do absolutely nothing to create em-
ployment, These trade-offs reek of inequity and should be

remedied promptly.

By PATWOODE
Herald Columnist

Section 15, the
of the Charter of Rights and Free-
doms, came [nto effect April 17, 1385,
With it many basic and far-reaching
questions on Lhe nature of equality in
Canada have been raised.

To ensure that Lthe federal laws do
conform to the letter and spirit of
equality and non-discriminsation
guaranteed in the Charter, a
commitiee of seven members, repre-
senting all Lhree parties in the House of
Commons are examining these laws,

Hearinga are belng held across
Cannda and submissions {rom groups
or individuals with a disability are
welcome. Mr, J.P. Boyer, MP, 1s the
chairman and has interest
in equality issues as they relate to
people with handicaps.

The Saskatchewan Court of Appeal
has made a decision relating to
theatres which will have far-reaching
imptlcation for other provinces and in
other arcas such as employment,
housing and transportation.

In 1380, a resident of Saskatchewan
went o a Canadian Gdeon Theatre, As

equality provision,

~Courtesy Guelph Mercury

Lthere was nio specific apace allolled for
o wheelchair, he was advised lhat he
must transfer to a regular seat or
remaln in his chair in front of the first
row of sealing.

Michael Huck filed his complalnt
to Lthe Saskatchewan Human Rights
Commission alleging that he had been
discriminated against because of o
disability with respect to a service
customarily offered to the publle. '
. 'The Court of Appenl upheld his
accusatlon and rejected the inter-
pretation of the lower court which
ruled, ‘“equal treatment”
“identical treatment”. The court
restored the board of enquiry’s ruling
that spec
provided in Lhe three Odeon thealres.

The spaces v/ere to be In groups of
two or three and not in the front third of
the theatre.

Locally, Cinemas Three, since
opening have removed the step in front
and provided accessible washroomsy
for the convenience of those in wheel:
chairs. Wilh regard to Lhe above
rullng, they have this matler under
review at Lhetr head office.

The imporiance of this court ruling
does not end with Lheatres, It means
that services generally provided to the
public must make reasonable
accommodation for the disabled,

Odeon did not Intend to discri-
minate, This rullng was handed down
based on lhe physical nature of the
seating arrangement in the Lheatre,

Research is helping

opposition parties

By Stewart
_f'fh:Lf:mI

What's making ilfe more difficutt
for the Mulroney government these
doys I8 Lthe Indisputable increase in
research, bolh by the opposilion parti-
es and the media, ,

Unlike a few years ago, ministers
canno longer - or 8o It seems - get away
with unsubstantiated claims or genera.
lities. The moment a ministerial
statement is ullered in the Commons,
opposition researchers, and reporters,
are al work searching for disclaimers,
And if they are found, they are
unceremoniously thrown back in the
minister’s face, 1t wasn't always thus,
Time was, not so long ago, when
ministers could make oulrageous
claims and while the accuracy might
be disputed, or laughed at, by assorted
skeptics, the issue seldom went beyond
that,

But now, it seems, proctically
every comment must be accompanied
by preof. Part of this may be due to the
smaller oppasition, which feels it must
work horder i it s to dent the
government armor. Part may alss be
due lo vastly improved research
facilities, now computerized, on
Parliament Hill. And 1 suapect an aven
larger part is due to vastly improved
journalism.

In any event, ministers are finding
they can't afford much loose talk.

: BUDGETRESEARCH

+  When Energy Minister Pat Carney
claimed that the energy accord with
the producing provinces could create
up to 300,000 new jobs, and declined to
produce evidence, fan Waddel, the
NDP energy critic even applied undar

the Access to Informalion Act for the
departmental studies. What he
established was that the department
had not carried out any such studies in
relation to the accord.

.And just look at the research that
hes been daevoted to Michael Wilson's
cantroversial budget. Despite a
monumental effort 1o deal in generall-
ties, especinlly around increased taxen
and de-indexed pensions, the oppoesiti-
on and, more particularly, the flnancl-
al writers have been relentless in their
research. Without this rescarch, we
would not have had any of those
long-term proiections about the effect
of de-indexing, or the full impact of tox
changes,

And even those stalements by Mr.
Wilson and Health Minister Jake Epp,
that some pensloners supported Lhe
budget, were challenged as never
before. Ever since those rather general
remarks were made, the ministers
have been hounded unmereclfully to
name any pensloners supporting the
changes.

A year or two ago they would have
undoubtedly been grected with
guffaws, but not serlous demanda for
nEmes.

The change is undenlable.

MORE EXAMPLES

Just recently, Deputy Prime
Minister Erik Nielsen remarked that
Prime Mlinister Mulroney had a better
Commons attendance record than the
other party leaders. And thia Is the
type of comment that MPa used to be
abletosay about any leader, with Ilttle
fear of concrete comtradiction. But
within hours of Lha Nielscn remark, o
Canadian Press reporter had studied
every liansard from last Oclober to
give & falrly clear indicatlon, in print,
(hat Mr. Mulronoy's attendance record
wucmlgle?h f worse {ban both John
Turmner's &b Broadbent's; -~ - ¢

means

Ific wheelchair spaces be _

' are quiet, well behaved -
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soil of an even greater destructive force — the English soccer fan?"

‘|Last chance to comment on

Secondary Plan proposals

By ANI PEDERIAN
Herald Staff '

Now that the town's held a public
meetlng on lhe Georgelown South and
West Secondary Plans, what's next?

Monday was the last day (o hand In
your written commenis oh the Plans to
the town's planning department.

The Plans look at future expanslon
in Georgetown extending the urban

i boundnries to moke homes [or another

14,850 people,

Now, the lown planncrs are sliting
down and preparing a report on the
oral and written submissiona they've
received.

Thelr report may recommend
changes lo the Secondary Plans. If
those changes are fairly substantial,
cotingillors may decide to hold another
public meeting to see how those

changes will be recelved by Lhe tfuhllr.n

However, If the planning depart-
ment suggests only minor changes be
. made to the Plans, It's unllkely there'll
be another public meeling.

Afteral], they’ve already had input
from the Credit Valley and Halton
Region Conservation Authorities, the
regional municipalities, Bell Canada,
Halton Hills Hydro, the Ministry of
Notural Resources, the Ministry of the
Environment, the Ministry of Trans-
portation and Communicatlons and the
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing in writing these Secondary
Plans,

Town planner Bob Crews antlclpa-
{es Lhe Plans wiii be ndepted by councli
gometime In July, There are two
councll meetings in July - July 8 and
22. There are no general commitliee
meelings because of the summer

schedule,

If you want to alr your concerns
over the Pluns again, that's your last
chonce before councli adopts the Plans
and sends them off to the Minisiry of
Munticlpn] Affsirs and -Houslng for
provincial approval.

Once council has adopted the
Plans, then your only avenue of
contentlon is to wrile to the Minister of
Municipal Affairs snd Houslng and agk
that the maller be referred to the
Ontario Municipal Beard. - -

However, there's no guaraniee the
Minister will hold a municipal board
hearlng, especially if he decides a
request s frivolous and done for the
purpose of delay.

The town's planning director.
expecls the Secondary Plans will be
approved by the province within a
vear,

~ Residents may find process
for expansion plan elusive

Hesigents in the southern portion
af Georgetown may [ecl they baven't
been given a falr shake, :

Now that our Secondary Plan has
been presented to town councl, it could
be as soon as July that the major
document on Georgetown's growth 1
adopted.

While the town has been working to
move forward our urban boundaries, in
doing so, they may have left some
residents behind.

The planning and study process, in
an effort to praovide future housing and
industry to a non-growth town, has
been handled in a competent manner,

But this time the ndoption system
hasn't lent itself to citizen participati-
on. And that’s a shame for o document
that packs a ferrific fuluristic wallop.

For example, the town stafl sends
out newspaper ads {o publicize cltizen

participation in the planning process,

However, 1t's not likely very many
people read carcfully these drab
anneuncements written in bureaucrat-
ic. language. Monday, councillors
brought up o suggestion to make
changes In these announcements, so
they would be more noticeable and
readable.

Also, in the {uture The Herald will

be reviewing our methods of getting
{his valunble informatlon out to
residents. Perhaps we could have done
more: -
The resldents will find the summer
months another obstacle in fighting for
changes In the Secondary Plan, if they
choose Lo do s0.

First of all, July and August are
hollday months and a number of pecple
who want to ottend public meetings
might not find it possible to do s0.

However, the clincher Is that in
July there will be no general commil-
tee meelings.

Except during the summer
months, council meets every Monday
with every second Monday being a
general commitlee meeting.

During gencral committee, jilems
are brought forward only for comment.
Councillors ore allowed a week to
re-think their position and hear (rom
residents and then they vote on the

Reader supports

maternity policy
at town hospital

Dear Sir,

Iam writing in support
of the policies nt George-
fown Hospital Maternity
Wing. I have had two
babies at Georgetown
and feel thal the policies
were to my benelit.

Regarding 24 hour
roomning in, I feel that
this could cause unne-
cesaary strain between
the mothers sharing a
room. I know thot I waa
unable to sleep when the
pther baby was In the
room. _

If the baby Is fussy
during the night It secma
like a good [dea Lo ict the
nurses handle it until

and healthy

sltuation.

. leeding time and let the

mother get the rest she
needs, As for nsking your
roommale for permiss)-
on to have the baby all
night, T think this puts
the roommate In o diffl-
cult positlon.

Some people have
trouble saylng no, while
othera will fecl gullty
about havirg mald no.
Therefore, 1 do not
belleve the onus should
be on the roommate,

.As far sibling visits, I
think that allowing
young children into the
moternily wing could
also cause problems.

Milton.

. please do
0f course there ¥ no

problem -when children -

no guarantee that (hese
are the children who will
vigit the hospltal. I don't
think the nursing staff
should have lo police this

Perheps one solution
would be to allow sibl-
ings to visil the nursery
once tosee thenew baby.
Once they have seen the
new moember of the faml-
ly I don't think that it is
unreasonable {or them to

co-ordinator, Lorena Smilh at 8784141, -

but there i3 wait a few days before
seeing the baby again at
home,

In conclusion, the Hos-

tal's prime responsi-

lity is the health of &l
. of the mothers and thelr
new bables and therefore
1 think their policies
have been well designed

to meet that goal.

Sincerely,
Jane Fogal,

RR1, Gueorgetown

Manor needs volunteers

Would you llke to spend some of your apare
time doing volunteer work? Hallon Centennial
Manor has o volunieer position designed especial-
ly for you. Halton Centennial Manor ia a 340 bed,
home for the aged, located on Highway 25 in

Whether you prefer to work direcily or
Indlrectly with the residenta of our home, we have

the poaltion for you. Posltions avallable include;
clerical, iriendly vislfing, volunteens, recreation
assistants, adjuvant aides, craft room volunteers,
sewing volunteers and many more to chonas fram

If you are inlerested in our vnlunleer.
program or if you would llke more information,

not hesitate to eall our volunteer

clever campalgn that em

izssue before them.
There will be only two July council
meetings (July 8 and 223,

Thot means residents who have
only recently lenmed about how the
Secondary FPlan affects them won't
have the same amount of tinle to pir
their vliews as, il the meetings were
being held in the fal, spring or winter.

The point |s, the Secondary Plan
has been talked about at greal length
at council. While counclllors and staff
understand the process, It's becoming
readily apparent the message about
meetings and slages of cilizen inpul
aren’t getling out to the residents.

There's also a tendency for resi-
dents to only perk their ears when they
realize {sometimes at the 11th hour) a
planning policy will affect their
property or Lheir family.

If there is a moral to the story it's
for council to find a betlter way to
communicate to residents on planning
measures. For homecowners and tax-
payers, check those newspaper ads,
read these council storfes and If you
choose to voice your opposilion, plan
early and get involved. -

Is Lewis UN

leadership

material?

Queen's Park Bureau
of The Herald

Former Ontario NDP leader
Stephen Lewis contlnues to get a
rah-rah bulld-up In the media to lhe
point where otherwise Intelligent
people are touting him as a fulure
Secretary-General of .the United :
Nations,

It certainly shows you how failure,
(rlends and a Iittle luck can help a

person rse (o Lhe Lop.
What Is Lewis’ record, after all? =%
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A scion of the establishment: Without warning. when or where

Lewises with the ususl pri =
background for an NDP leader, he::
came to boss the Onlario New Demo-3::

Donnld MacDonald in the backroom =+
political wars, .

his
for the first tlme since 1848.

chance in his success,
WRONG MAN

that Lewls only marginally lnmaﬁedﬁ
the appeal of the New Democrats over
MacDonald’s days, and in percentage =

of the popular vote never managed to::

drag them out of third.

: e

It was MacDonald who took ﬂm.:'
NDP {then the CCF) Irom their usual:s
16 per cent of the vote Lo 26 per cent in::
1967. Lewla' record in the following::
three clections was, respectively, 27,:,5;5
9, 28. e

3%

It was the split of Ontario’s:y
three-party system (hat made his scat
total look s0 good. :
Perhaps his only lasting legacy on

the Ontario sceneis rent control, which ;
was thrust upon the body politic by a |
pmulud the

percentage Increase in reniz some o
tenants faced but ignored both how @

long it had been sinca they'd had a rise -

and the escalation in landicrd costs in a 32
.time of soacing Inflation, ﬁﬁ:ﬂtﬂ )

1 Slyly came the funnel lts damasge there:
¥ieged : BulldIngs New like swirling irash
It cut deep, along its narrow path
crats by deftly knifing his-then leader & E:I':;'-' Turniture all were atrewn,
- Mighty blast that came out of Lhe sky

& < Vehicles they were bashed around
He was Ontario NDP leader i Many odd places they were found
through the three electlons of 1971, 1975 372 Only luck if Man survive
and 1877, In the second of which he led - Thankful that to be allve
party to officlal opposition status ;:: Mighly storm, to make Man fail
«: Makes Man feel so very small
Bul Lhere was more than a liltle ;5 Will they cling as brothers pow
2 Need some [riends with thoughlful
& brow :
For all the accolades hea Gt't-.': It may sirike some place we care

him by an uncritical press, thep;n?:t ig % Do the besl, and try io prepare.
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THIRTY. YEARS AGO-The McCluré
famlly had a reunlon in Edgewster
Pork, Eden Mills. There were. 310
present including 90 year-6ld John
McClure, the oldest man, and 87-year-
old Hanah McClure, the oldest woman.

it was o double servica as the twin
daughters of Mr. Arthur Norton and
the late Mrs. Norion were married al
St. Alban's Church. Lillan and Bessle
Smith merried Russell George Edward
Fall and Edward Terrance Timbers

The oldest resident of Erin, Mrs.
Susan Griflin, cclebrated her 100th
birthday at a surprise party. Great-
grandchildren Mrs, Jim Ritchie and
Charles Allen of Erin atiended. :

Members of the ladies sixillary,
and the 18t Georgetown Scout and Cub
group roised $145 for the swimming
pool fund, .

Members of the Countess of Strath-
more [IODE Chapter, met at Mrs.
Percy Saxe's house (o discuss canvass-
ing for the institute for the Blind.
FIFTEEN YEANS AGO-Two work-
men were rushed to hospital when the
Maple Street sewer they were working
on caved in, Alfio Marcusso suffered
{from shock and a chest injury, Frank
Mazzola fractured his arm.

After o majoreite show at the
Cenlennia! auditorium Miss Anne
Marie Villa was named Mlss George-
town Majoreite for 1970. Heather Reed
was named Little Miss Twirler. .

Donald Murray Budge, 30, who
drowned at the quarry on Water Falls
Playground, was buried today. He
leaves wife Verla, and children Brend-
al, 12, Donnie, 10, and Britan 5.

Miss Laurg Treble’s pup Mr.
Sandman won the best puppy award at
the Ontario County Hennel Club in
Oshawa. The Georgetown pup also took
best of breed, best Canadian breed and
besl of winners.

TEN YEARS AGO-Aflter 47 years of
not sceing each other brother and
sister, Raymond MecGilvary of Swil
Current, Saskatchewan, and Trene

‘Thring of Rockwell, were reunited.
They last saw one another when

Raymond was (wo weeks old,

Three Georgetown resldents
caplured awards at the Sand Hill
Enduro Motocross in  Lenoxville,
Quebec. Russ Hinkle finished {Irst in
the Open Senior event. Erie Schubert
of Acton finished second in the Open
Senlor event, And John MUeham won
the Open Expert class.

Safety patrollers Joe Pemmental
and Maurcen Gale were awarded
bicycles for their work as members of
the Hallon Hills Safety Patrol.

Russeli Hunt, president of the
Halton - Association of the Menlally
Retarded, announced the association is
short an eslimated $30,000 for the
planned home for the mentally retard-
ed. ;

Georgelown  residents are
complaining becausa there are no
washrooms ot the Fairgrounds. This
shortage is embarrassing, particularly
when visiting baseball teamns have to
change al a local restaurant.

FIVE YEARS AGO-Mark Bray was

named the 1980 Hallon Hitls Athlete of -

the Year and Herb Robinson received
the award for Sports Builder of the
Year. Awards were presented ot St
George's Anglican Church,

Mr. and Mrs. Artemas Jattan of
Hawks Place recently commitled
themselves to fund Mubarak All
Shaikh of Bombay through Foster
Parenis Plon of Canada.

Tenders epened for the library-
cultural centre of Georgetown last
week, bul all are over budget by about
$50,000, soid Mayor Peler Pomergy.
“We may have put more inlo the
lender than we had originally
intended,'’ Mayor Pomeroy said.

The Gordon Alcott Ladles Inter-
county A lennis team won all four of
their matches agalnst rivals, the York
Old Mill club. Kay King, Linda Rice,
Pat Harris, Doreen Thomson, Audrey
Houston, Ista Allison, ann Kennedy and

- Marilyn Serjeanison shared in the

viclory.
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—By ALBERT BROOKS!

ALWAYS BEENHERE
I've always known you
through the long
lonely nites
frusirating nitea
il this moment
now
when the {ime
Is Just right
Thanks for being
here
now
You may not
reallze il
bhul you
have alwonys
bheen here
Just walllng
to appear,

~By MARLOWE C. DICKSON,
Deeton, Ontarlo
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