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Maternity policy

Take another step,

allow rooming in

The happiest place in a hospital is the maternity
wing. It's a place where couples celebrate the {ruit of their

love,

No longer is the maternity wing a place husbands
drop off their pregnant wives. In step with the times,
Georgetown District Memorial Hospital recognizes this
and welcomes husbands {o take part in the delivery of a

newhorn.

We'd like to see the hospital extend a welcome to the
rest of the family, too.

We question the hospital policy which doesn’'t allow
siblings to see the newborn or their mom until checking out
time. As long as brothers and sisters are healthy, we don’t
see why they're left out of this very special event,

[Five area hospitals all allow sibling visits and we
encourage Georgetown Memorial to see how they handle

it.

We'd also like to see our local hospital considering
24-hour rooming in. Right now, the hospital allows moms
to have their babies with them til 9:30 p.m. Extending that

would facilitate breastfeedin%
every two hours and perhaps

Nurses.

for babies who are hungry
ighten the load for the night

As for the 24-hour nursery observation period for
newborns following birth, we find Georgetown Memorial
unique among area hospitals. Neighboring hospitals check
the newborn and the mom’'s condition and if everything’s
okay, allow the two to be together. We think that makes

sense.
Perhaps

it's time the hospital's administration and

doctors considered taking another step with the times.

" Letters to the Editor

Hospital spokesman replies

Dear Sir,

I would lJlike to
comnment on the lelter
froom Mres. Susan Day
{Herald 5th  June)

regarding Georgetown
malemity ward policies.

Mrs. Day is to be
thanked for volcing her
concerns -and bringing
them to the atlention of
the readers and thence,
indirectly, to the hospital
itself.

Wa at the hospital
welcome and encourage
such input from the

communiiy and all
recommendations and
concerns are looked into
and implemented where
feasible.

However, 1 feel that
Mrs. Day’s letter may
have left the impression

that the hespital has not.

or will not constder these
palicles which she re-
commends. On the
contrary, each is under
scrutiny by both the
Obstetrical Department
Committee and the

Secondary Plan

Rammed down
our throats

Dear Sir,

[ am writing to express
my deep concerns over
the emerging Secondary
Plan for Georgetown
which will lead to a
massive expansion of the
town} and the, measly
opportunities being
offcred lo residents to
examine, comment on
ond nfluence the Secon-
dary Plan. It seems that
Council is determined to
ram mega-development
tlown our throats,
Irogardless of our con-
ccrns or oplnions.

Firstly, let's look at
the Secondary Plan
itself. This Plan will
allow our Council lo glve
developers  the green
light to bulld houslng for
over 12,000 peaple In
Georgetown South,
cancentrated on Moun-

"{ tainview Rosd, and over

2,000 people on the NW
corner of Georgelown. In
ailditlon, o whole belt of
industrial development
would be built along 10th
Sideroad, either gide of
Mountainview. The
kmplications of the traff-
ic thal witl result from
nll thls are net men-
lioned.

What roads will =ll

these cars and lrucks

use? tlow will our exist-
ing grocery and depart-
ment stores, and Lheir
parking, beé affected?
What effect will It have
on the people who travel
between Goeorgetown
and Meadowvale-40t
each doy? What will
nolse and traffic be like
on Meuntainview as [t
grows inte a highway?
To our Council these are
all malters to be worked
out later (when {t Is too

_Ie.

The Plan gives, at
best, only vogue good
intentlons to the develop-
ment of an integrated
park-conservation aren,
with walking and cycle
ways, using George-
town's rovine arens,
Why can't the develop-
ers provide this to the
existing residents at an
early stage and why
doesn’t our Councll
demand 117

The Plan focuses on
Mountainview as the pri-
mary route in and out of
the town for the new
development. Why can't
Lhe load be shared by 8th
and 10th Line? Why have
we just spent so much to
develop Highway 7 if
now weare going to bulld
houses- and industry
mlles away from it?

These are just a few of
the questions ralsed by
the Secondary Plan
express train ag it races
tawards adoplion by our
Counci). Let’s take a look
at the second issue,
which I8 the way our
Council is handling the
Plan.

The Secondary Plan,
which wlll lead to devel-
opment thal will change
the whole nature of
Georgetown, hns been

‘available for publie

reading for about 2
montha. Councll has held
o slngle public meeting,
and there has been a
short period (now expir-
ed) for resldents to
submit writien concemns.

Why can't we have a
serles of well-advertlsed
publlc meetings? Why

can't we get more time

to read this difficult ond

complex Plan docu-
ment?

hospital’s Medical Advi-
sory Cammittee to which
the minutes of numerpus
“in house' mectings
could attest,

As Is always the case
there are a number of
potential preblems to be
considered and, where
possible, overcome,
before such palicies
could be safely imple-
mented. Some .are in
common with problems
at all hospitals and
others pecullar to
Georgetown Hosapilal

Ed. note: This leiter was
flled with The Herald for
publication

Dr.-B.C. Hoddinott
Chief of Staff
Georgetown and District
Memorisl Hospital
Princess Anne Drive
Georgetown, Onlorio

Dr. loddinoit,

I am writing lo you In
response to Mrs. Susan
Day’s letter to the editor
today's Herald (Wed.
June 5). In November |
will be delivering my
third child. [ can ossure
you that my stay would
be much more enjoyable
If the following policles
were in elfect al Georg-
town Hospitat:

Sibling Visiting
24 hour rooming-in
24 hour observation of

newbarns in effect only If

“Were you affected by Wilson's budget cuts?”

Tornado’s shattered fragments

Helpers embrace town heritage

EDITOR'S NOTE: The lollowing story
was wrilten by Alan Cassman, an
occaslonal Iree lance writer for The
Herald and s Georgetown postal
worker, e lives in Tottenham, which
was in the path of the Mnay 31 tornada
which left hundreds homelesa.

I wns born and raised in the
carcfully manicured suburbs of Toron-
to. But [ have glways f¢lt an Instinctive
urge (o five in a rural setiing. Now
geltled in the Tottenham area I have
develaped an unprecedented fidelity to
this part of the country that is almost
mystical in its nature.

I am not a particularly religious
man and yet so many times I have
murvelled a1 the multi-coloured land-
scapes, dotted with the homes of people
who share inmy fascination, andsald a
silent prayer of thanks that communi-
ties like this still exist.

May 3i1st - Friday evening, the
metile of a peacelul country village
was lested by an. uncompromising
foree of nature: To the south on
Highway 9 a half-dezen cars, caught in
the tornado’s vielence, lay torm and
twisted on the roadside. Further north
the remains of a house and barn
littered neighboring flelds, hundreds of

yards from where they once stood.
Trees two and three stories tall had
been uprooted and split into kindling.
Eastward, across the rolling hills of
Tottenham and tewards Schomberg,
:‘muse:s were levelled and lives were
at.

" Famtlies and o lifetime of hopes
and dreams torn apart - but not
altogether lost.

In the aftermath of what most
news reports have referred to os one of
this province's worsl natural dispsters,
} have witnessed the re-aiflirmation of
a long forgotten bul indomitable
pioneer spiril.

Scores of local volunteers have
worked tirelessly to clean up the
carngge. Material retief in the form of
food, clothing, tools ete. has been
donated in surplus amounts. The
residents of Tottenham and surround-
ing areas are, for the most part,
big-city transplants with Hitle or no
ancestral roots in this part of the
country. !

But as they have selilessly offered
aid and comfort to victims of the
tornadn they have embraced a family
heritage upon which this town was

Options are
basic rights

itsell.

- Problems, for
example, of {inancial,
stafling and space
requirements which may
not be easily overcome. [
wottld add at.this point,
{hat we recently survey-

ed a number of surround- -

ing hospitals and by no
meand do most have all
these policies in clffecl os
Mra. Day suggests,

Il is not my inlent here
to elucidate the argu-
ments for and ogainst

medical compllcations
exist, .

I consjder these not
aptional concessions but
basic rights. It Is time
for change. It is time for
our hospital te keep up
with the more progres-
pive times, not stagnate
jn outdnted and unncess.
ary policies.

It ia just such inflexlb-
le hospltal policies that
are causing more and

more women 1o consider|.

olternotives to hospital
delivery.

{ know I am not alone
when I say that the time
Is long past lor George-
lown Hospital.lo meet
the needs of George-
town's new molhers,
their babies and their
families.

Yours sincerely
Patricia Harris

Georgetown

Our Council maintains
it has no schedule for
considering adopting the
Plan, no date when it wilt
come before Council.
For all we know, Councli
could adopt the Plan at
the next Monday meet-
ing.

And how are we to [ind
out? By phoning the
Council offices every
week to find out what's
on the agenda! No
published schedule
means our Council can
do it anytime they
choose, '

And what about
confliel of Interest? Of
course, any development
of this slze wlll create o
conflict of interesl situa-
tion for any councltior
with an interest in real-

ecslate or slore business.

How many counctllors
will this leave to vote on
this lssue (I am assum-
ing that counciliors with
a confllet of Interest

situntlon will disqunlify
ihemscives).

Our Council should

blish a plan of events
eading up to considering
the Plan, Including n
reasonable number of
well-advertised public
meetings, spread across
o reasonable, perlod of
time, with a procedure
for noting and address-
ing the concerns of resi-
dents,

The date for (inal
public Input and for &
decision by Council
should be known at least
three months - in
ndvance,

If everyone phones
thelr counciller and
demaonds the above
approach we may yel get
some democracy
this process,

Hoger Stopford,
Irwin Cres.,

Georgetown

into -

Each policy under consideration

the policies mentioned
but (o make brlef
comment on each. The
present sibling  visit
arrongements were
Instituted after much
discussion especially
wilh regard to the lack of
suitable other locations
for such visils. Rooming

in within 24 howrs of

delivery involves the
mother In the supervisi-
on of her baby at a time
when even a seemingly
healthy baby may

require medical attentl-

on and the mother
herself requires some
rest no matter how easy
wias ket inbour.

it Is unfortunnte thot
Mrs. Day construes this
as the hospital *‘taking
aover the care of our
babies against our will"'
and 1 would remind her
that the hospital bears
the legal responsibility
for ensuring optimal
care of both mother and
baby up to Lhe time of
their discharge.

We do nat, In the
department, have single
rooms. [mplementation
of the policies In question
would requlre the com-
pliance of nol only the
patient concerned but
also the other palient, or
patients, In the room.

It is, of course, im-
possible to please all of
the people all of the time
but early discharge
(after 24 hours) may be
the best eption for some
mothers and bables
provided this has been
pre-arranged. This opti-
on has been availoble for
a number of years.

Change lokes time

and, where policies are

concerned, newer does
not always mean belter
but we in the . Deparl-
ment are nol ignorant of

 Lhe concerns and desires

of the community.
Rather we are siriving to
evolve policles heat suit-
cd to both this partleular
hospital which, likeather
community ones, has
inherent limitatlons, and
to Lthe cemmunity which
it serves,

I regret that Mrs. Day
fechs Lthat she is involved
in a “light” for change.
Let us not implement
change as adversaries
but in & spirit of mutual
trust and respect so0 thal
our local hospitol might
best serve the needs of us
all. :
Yours sincerely,
Dr, Valerie M. Kumar,

Head of Depariment

of Obstetrics,

Georgetown Hospltal

Many helped
make race
a SUCCESS

Dear Sir,
The
Depariment

Recreation
wonls o

. exiend a thonk you to all

joggers,

gpectators
and helpers who nssisied
In making the Mayor’s
7th Annual Road Roce a
succest again this year.
Thank you also, to the
kind residents who offer-
ed water to the runncrs
on route.

Specinl thanks should
be extended to: Raoce
Commliiee, Bob Daniell
and Courtney Warner,
McDonaolds, Georgelown
Track Club, Haltun
Reglonal Police, H.AM.
Radic Operators,
Recreation Department
Summer Stall, Works
Deportment, Gordon

Aleott Arenn Staff, St.

John Ambulance, Finlsh
line chule operators,
Maoyor Russ Miller, and
the following sponsors

who helped finance the
costs of the awards,
0'Tooles, North Hallon
Spurts, The Sign Shoppe,
Poppy's Fine Dinlng,
oos Travel Agency,
J.¥. Clothing, George-
town Independent,
Georgeview Open Kil-
chen, Rhonda's Runners,
Work That Body, tlallon
Hills Herald, M and M
FPro Sporis,
Certificntes were
awarded to oll runners
who completed the race,
H you did nol pick up
your certificate ofter the
race, it may be picked up
al the Georgetown
Recreatlon Office, Also
these award recipienis
who were unable to stay
for the presentation,
your awards nre also at
the Recreation Depaort-
ment Giiice., -
Town of Halten Hills,
Recrention and Parks
‘Department

founded. Our strength lies in the
sirength of our people™ reads the

official villnge molto, and not since the
great fire of Tollenham have these
words borne such truth or clarity.

In 1895 on a hot, dry June day fire
crupted in the village foundry. A strong
south-westerly wind drove the flames
through tawn too quickly for the locai
firc-engine to effectively contain them,
About 80 bujldings were destroyed, but
s0 much of the villoge was saved
because of the efforis of a large
contingent of citizen f[irefighters
augmented by volunteers from Beelon
and Alliston. '

A published eye-witness account
described 'n great spirit of sorrow and
sympathy and unity among the peaple.
i didn't matter what sect or religion or
anything else - it was ene solid body of
people out (o help each other.'

There were no social or moral laws
lo enforce. The task was simply to
re-assemble the shattered fragments
of lives and property into the whole
which was, and will doubtless remain,
a strong ond proud community of

CLERGY
COMMENT

By Dr, John M. Drickamer
immanuel Lutheran Church

Mectings are an occupational haz-
ard for many of us. Meelings are more
and more characteristic of modern
life. They are important for Informat-
ton and for decision-making. But there
are more exciling things 1o do.

"~ Asemtinary professer once teld me
that the lowest level in hell was one
continuous commiitee meeting. { sup-
pose he should know. :

I find conferences especinlly bor-
ing. They bring insome expert to teach
peaple something or other. An expert
has been defined as an ordinary guy
who lives somewhere else. Someone
has remarcked that an ex-spurt miust be
o drip,

My pen will not lic siill during
confercnces. Sometimes 1 doodle. Once
I wrote the following poem:

THE CONFERENCE:

The speaker polysyllabized

For whal, it seerned, was hours
And on ond on monotonized
Beyend his normal powers.

A sense of duty made the folk
Devoutly hear theie fill,

And none perceived Lthe tragic joke
Of talk with contemt nil.

Do meetings ever really accomp-
lish anything? We have all heard that a

- came! lsome say o giratfe) |s a horse

built by committce. When people get
together, it §s (oo eften their limliations
their ineptitude, and their Ignorance
lhat are shared. If anything is done,
une or two people do i, ond the rest
*simply follow them,

Why should that be? I two heads
are better than ane, why are not three
or four or more better yet? But even
Iwo heads are not always belter than
ahe. Why not?

The answer §s sin. Sinfulness I3 a
problem for each of us all the time, Put
people together, and the problems are
ol doubled or tripled. They are shared
or cubed. All oo often, people pool
problems.

*  But Is it not the some in any
Christinn gathering? Yes, It is unreal-
istic 10 expect Christlans to be [ree of
IBese problems, They are still sinners.
They are constantly struggling with
sin. This siruggle makes things more
complicated, not less. 11 would be
ensier if they gave up the struggle with
sin. H would be casier, but not better.

Satan is a cagey old veteran of
many spirilual battles, le knows to
concentrate hls greatest efforta where
God Is winning -- namely, in the lives of
Christions. Satan iries harder to foul
things up at church than elsewhere, He
ulready hos the non-Christlans [n his
pawer. '

The answer among Christlons is
forgivencss and reconclliation, That
avenue is always open and possible
among Christinns. 1t Is posasible among
them because they have Jesus' Word,
Jesus' example, and Jesus' power {see
Ephesians 4:32).

It is only with Jesus' Word abaut’
God's forglvencss for Christ's soke
that there is true forgiveness — with
forgelting - among le. It is only on
the basts of Jesus' Word, the Blble, that
Christians can get legether — with
unonimily.

THIRTY YEANS AGO — M.
James Hilton Ford, 33, of Camp Norval
was killed by a car near Norval Hill
shte was rushed o Peel Memorial
Hospital where she died the next
morning,

Mayor Jack Armsirong urged

council 1o address the issue of poor
drainage on King Street. Every time it

rains the cellars and yards on the

sireel are flooded,

Miss Dorothy Parkinsen received
the Ladies Carling Club Champlenship
Trophy. The presentatlon was made at
a barbecue at the home of Mrs. Horold
MccCure on Maple Street,

Bill MacCormack finished nintk In
his class at pharmacology schoel in his
first year. Bill will be worklng with
pharmacist E.V. MacCormack, his
father, for the summer.

Former Esquesing high school
board member H. Craig Reid marrled
Doris Weatherall of Carlisle. Reverend
George Currie performed the scrvice.

¥FIFTEEN YEARS AGO — Tho
usands attended a local rodeo featur-
ing everything from saddle brone

riding 1o ladies barrel racing. The '

popular event with children was the
call scramble.

armed with ropes, some were bare

About 100 children ..

handed, atlempted to bring unwilling ‘

calves to the finish line.

Six-year-old Deborah Wardle I;
Saturdoy

drowned at Fairy Lake,

afernoon. The search for Deborah’s -

body ended shortly alter midnight.
Henneng Rosmussen of 54 Hewson
Crescent rescued eight dogs from a fire

at Tanhardt Kennels at R.R.1. Four

pups dicd in the blaze.

Music teacher Mrs. John Hullon
held a recital for her music puptls at St.
Siephen’s  Anglican Chureh. Canon
James E. Maxwell was chairman for
the evening.

Paul Martindale, President of
Halton District of Ontario Secondary
schuol Teacher's Federalion, support-
ed "the legal right of teachers ta
strike". :

TEN YEARS AGO — Counclliar
Ern Hyde wos wvehement in his
opposition 1o the building of a flve
storey senior citizens complex on
Guelph Street. Roy Booth, the other
counciller in Ward Three, agreed with
the decision,

June Fraser and Pairicla Stevens
of Georgelown, and Susan May of
Norval were awarded Board of Gover-
nors Silver Medals for outstanding
‘academic achicvements at Sheridan
Coltege,

Elcanor Inglis had the best score

on ladies day for 18 holes at the North

Halton Golf and Country Club. Irene
Farnctl had the best 9 hole total.

Georgetown's new  Junior
hockey club is looking for a name. A
contest will be held with the winner
getling the prize of a double season's
pass,

The Knox Presbyterlan Churches

P
uBl-I .

uf Georgetown and Limehouse celebra- |
ted the 100th anniversary of the .
Presbyterian Church in Canada. The .

Boston Presbylerian choir performed
at the anniversary celebrations.

FIVE YEAHRS AGO — Brian
Cargill, Wayne and Linda Ruse are

just three residents of Cobblehill Read -

concerned about
the Fairview Cemetery, Mayor Pom-
eroy assured residenis the issue would
be discussed by council soon.

Sepiember is the proposed opening
date for Halton's Womens Place. The
hostel is for abused wives and their

children.

By PATWOODE
Herald Columnist

Two years ago the March of Dimes
conducted their first conference on

garbage dumped in -

~ potio. In June of 85 a follow-upseminar -

was held to discuss releven! issues and -

progreas. Representatives from the
Roosevelt Warm Springs Foundatien

in Georgin nand the Ontaria March of -
Dimes expluined the role that each -

organization has played in |dentifying
uwnd working towards soluttons to the
late eifects of the polio virus,

The team at Warm Springs have os

their primary objectlve to be the best -

rehab unit for post-polios in the world

and they alm to create n world wide

linkage. As enrly as five years ogo the
Foundation was the hub for activities
relating to palie.

Compinints of weakness, fatique, -

pain, ete. led to several conferences in

the past few years and an attempt to

form a data base. Prevention, of
course, is the answer, but there are
s{ill tens of thousands of children every
year in the third world countries that
cantract this discase,

At Warm Springs a flive day
evalualion Is given to applicants. In the
past OHIP has covered the $1500 coat.
At pregent there are approximately 100
on the waiting list.

In Ontorio the March of Dimes
(MOD) have been actlve in thelr
efforis (o establish clinics and form a
datd  base. For more informalion
gontact Homilton office.

The MOD survey conducted last
year reveals that of the 416 respond-
ents, 8§ per cenl reported having at
least one current problem they feel
may be due lo polle. Three major
conclusions were; Lhot most report o
decrease in health and functioning,
maost feel sympthoms are linked to the
efiects of pollo, and most are dissatisf-
led with existlng services avallable o
them,

Seme of the services requested by
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the respondents included greater inf- . .

ormaticn gatherings, and dissem-
Ination, increased awareness in the
medical profession on post-pollo prob-
lems, and the development of strateg-
tes (o deal with the new health and
functional difficultics,

The quality and nature of exercise
was discussed by Dr. Feldman who
stressed that proper exercise could be
very beneficial if managed correctly,
An Improper reglem could do seriows




