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Margaret’s

the person

behind the PR scenes

By DAVE ROWNEY
Herald Sinlf

The lady who has been the 'behind the scenes’ person for

downtown Georgelown's Ploneer Days has waltzed her way
from one interesting job to another.

Margaret Vint, an accomplished Latin and ballroom
dahcer from her early days in Scotland, is well known to the
business community in Georgetown.

In November ‘83 she was hired by the Chamber of
Commerce a3 an administrator for the BIG (Business in
Georgetown) Celebration. The three day event was held in June
'84, but it toock many months to plan the dinner, exhiblis and
souvenir colns to commemarate 120 years of business in fowna

With Lhe Chamber project completed, Mr. Vint was hired
by the downiewn B.L.A. (Business Improvement Area) as o
promotions co-ordinator. She's now working to complete plans
for Pioncer Days, an outdoor street market full of special
events, enlertalnment and exhibils June 20, 2t, 22

Mrs. Vint got an early start in business when she worked
Il:g: a Glasgow, Scotland departmnnt Etore called The House of
aser,

She had a stalf of 8ix glrls working for her in the fashions
department,

At the age of 21 she came to Canada. *'I had a notlon to
work and live in another country,” Mrs, Vint sald.

She found a job with Creed's Furs, a high fashion siore on
Bloor Street in Toronto.

Mrs. Yint met her Iuture husband Ron shortly after she
arrived in Canadz and they married in 1966. Ron was a native of
Georgelown, 5o when they began looking for a house, the town
seemed an ideal place to settle down.

The couple moved to Georgetown In 1969 and Mrs, Vint
went to work for Irwin- I}nmy Ltd. the same year. The
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company started up the same year she came Lo work for them
and she was one of four employees back then.

Mrs, Vint handled a variety of duties, public relatlons,

helping o co-ordinale customer scnflr:e. "everything but the

ordering”, she s.nld

“When I went to work for the com ny I didn't know a
thing aboui publishing, but it was a challenge,’”” she said, *']
enjoyed it because of the people contact. T never thought of

myself as a PR person, but a lot of work was gearced U§ that.™

She left the firm to have a son, Tan, and stayed 4t home
until 1979 when president Dick Willis asked her to come back as
his adminisirative assiatant,

Irwin-Dorsey closed its doors in 1881 but Mrs. Vinl says
her f-:ﬂlmgs for the company are still aimost paternai. *It
wasn'l just a job, It beeame part of me,” she soids

FIRA, the foreign investmen! review agency had a hand
in the closing of the Georgetown branch. Mrs. Vigt said she
hasn't given up hope Lhat the company will be revived in
Canada, though. :

As promotions co-ordinator {or Ploneer Days in
Georgetown, Mrs. Vint is able to draw on her public relations
experience,

She is lr}ring to promote a (rue pioneer theme for the
three day event., "Pioneering means to me homegrown and

loczl. 1 realiy believe we have a lot of lalentcll people right -

here,"

Pioncer Daya will focus on demonstrations and displays
and picneencrafts will be exhibited by & variety of clubs,

Mrs. Vint lisis French as a hobby and she has taken a two
year cotwese at Sheridan College in the aubject,

She likes reading autobiographies, travelling and
erlertaining (or company.
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