DRY CL

SAME DAY DRY CLEANSG SERVICE

HALTON HILLS SHOPPING CENTRE

MONDAT TO FREJAY

877-0387

Use of farm

up for study
by Heritage
| Foundation

Iiy ANI PEDERIAN
Hernld Staff
A gstudy into how the
Ontorio Heritage Foun-
dation can make the best
usc of 540 acres of pro-
perty bequeathed Lo it by
Stewart and Letiy
Bennett has begun.
The four month {easi-
bility study is being
undertoken by Sears and

Russell Consultants of -

Torunto.

Located in Ballinafad,
Scutsdale Farm wag Ieft
lo the Foundation three
years ago when the
Bennells died.

Since then, a number
aof studics have been
conducted on the land
narih of Georgetown.

In 1983, George
Cordiner did an earth
sciences study of the
landforms, topography,
soif types, bedrock and
Niagara Escarpment
features of the land.

Jocelyn Webber did a
life sciences siudy of the
plants and animals liv-
ing there and regional
archeoologist Bill Fox
did a preliminary
archacclogy study.

Last year, the cultu-
ral, historical and archi-
tectural evolution of the
buildings at Scolsdale
Farm was studied by
censultant Barbara Me-
Phail.

“All these studies are
background miaterial to
help us decide haw to
_manage the property in
the f{uture,”’ Natural
Heritage Co-ordinator
Bilt Sargant sald,
~ The Foundation hns
spent $6,000 for those
studies so far, he said,

The current feasibility

study will invite public fE

cominents on eptions for §

the property, and after

being reviewed by the
Fotindatlon’s
directors, plans should
be underway by the fall
for Scolsdale Farm.

Sears and Russel]

planner “Jane Helmes §

said right now back-
ground Infermation and
the studies are being
reviewed by the consul-
tants.

“We haven't

other options,” she said.

Options for ihe pro-
perty willtry to preserve
the environmentally sen-
sitive areas, " and be

compatible with neigh- |-

boring property uses and
the Ningara Escarp.
ment Commission, she.
said, '

Two public meetings
are planned. The first
one is o inforin the

public a feasibility study _.

is being conducted and o

ask for public input as o

how Lhe property should
used.

A second meeting will
identily recommended
options for using the land
and get feedback on
them. . '

"Il sounds like we're
studying the thing to
deatk, but this is Lhe
normal route before we
venture Into capital
expenses,”  Foundation
proper.y administrator
Brian Rogers said.

Farm manager
Emmerson Clark . was
left the farm anlmals by
the Bennetls in thelr will,

board of |-

rexlly §
sturted (nfo proposing § -

Lok

Photos
by Ani

: Pederiafi

* AUTOMATIC THANSMIZSION
* POWER STEERING b BRAKES

s ELECTRIC DEFROSTER

* AEMOTE CONTROL MIAROA
= BODYAIDE MOWLDINGS
= SPLITRECLINING SEATSE

« ELECTRONIC DASH
* FULL WHEEL COVERS

* AUTOMAYIC TRANSMISTION
« POWERSTEERING & BAAKES

* ELECTRIC DEFROSTER

* REMOTE CONTROL MIRROR

» DOOYSIDE MOULDINGS

* BFLITRECLINING 3EATS

= QUMPER QUARDS (Front & Bear)
* FULL WHEEL ﬂi:']'d'lﬂﬂ

[Lh o
L% igt |.l.
N .- 1l N E
p ks
-
o1

CONDITIONING

SEEUSTODAY

By ANI PEDERIAN
Herald Stalf

Nestled in a swampy
area shaded by ever-
greens  grow  seven
orchld specles on Scots-
dale Ferm near Balli-
nafad, . _

The S540-acre farm,
cight kilometers north-
west of Georgelown, is o
haven for many other
rare plant and anlmal
life,

Unknown to many (ra-
vellers who speed down

. Tralalgoar Road past the

B:upcrl;r formerly
longing to Stewart and
Letty Bennett, these
lands are home to over 73
species of birds inciud-
ing the Northern
Goshawk, Red-shoulder-

ed Hawk and Red

breasted Nuthaich.
to the

Belonging
Ontario Herilage Foun-
» dation  slnce  Mrs,

Bennell died in 1982, the
property’'s most signlfi-
cont ares is the conifer
swamp.

Located on elther slde
of Tralalgar Road, the
eVErgreens swamp is on
the southwestern part of
Scotsdale Farm. It
makes up 20 per cent of
the property, or 108
acres,

According {0 a recent
study of the flora and
fzuna on the. Bennett
estate by Jocelyn
Webber, the conller
swamp s the best
example of this (ype of
vegeiantlon seen by the
Credit Valley Conserva-
tion Autharlly in Peel or
Halton. The lands are
under the Authority's

........

jurisdiction.

Ms. Webber's study
wps done for the Herit-
age Foundntion which 1s
responsible for the use of
the property.

Her inventory showed
nearly half of the plant

- life that can be found In

Hallon region occurred
at Scotsdale Farm. A
total of 504 specles of
plants were uncovered,
including &1 specles of
trees, 50 species of
shrubs and 26 species of

ferns.
In fact, two plants

found at Scotsdale Farm

-fre considered rare in

Ontario -- the cbony
spleenwort fern and the
walking fern. Ms. Webb-

‘Scotsdale

farmlands a
naturalist’s
wonderland

- rare list In the future.

The conifer swamp
provides a habltat for
smoller birds llke the
Nashville Warbler and
the White Throated
Spﬂl"t‘ﬂ‘-\'.t

There is a dense
growth of White. Cedar,
Balsam Fir, Larch and
Black Spruce growing
there, making walking
difficuit because of
many fallen trees.

As well, this orea
comalins -a diverslty of
herba rarely found in
Southern Ontario, Ms,
Webber noted.

Altering the dralnage
in the aren would have
serious environmental
conséqucnces on the

wlged L, Tt B

blawn down byl the

Iithe nrea |5 to be used
for nature walks, Ms.
Webbetr recommends a-
narraw boardwalk be
buijit, us the regionally
significant orchids and
pther small herbs won't
survive trampling. '

The Ningora Escarp-
ment forms the back-
bone of Scotsdale Farm,
which is neighbor lo the
Authority's nalure
centre ot Siiver Creek.

Al present, approxi-
maiely hall the farm
property has been clear-
ed for agriculture and
about gne-third of the
remaining forested
portion has been subjec-
ted Lo selective culting or

er alse discovered a vegetation ond anlmal has been grazed by
species  of Virglnia Jife in the swamp, as catile.

Creeper which may be would removing the - Mr. Bennell’s prize
ndded to the protincially trees that have been winnlng shorthorn cattle
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regularly grazed on the
pasture lands which
make up 242 acres,

Before seltlement and
clearing of the land for
agriculture, some 100 to
150 ycars ngo, Scotsdale
Farm was mainly cover-
ed by deciduous and
coniferous foresl.

Al present, iZ vege-
tation types occur on the
property, and 12 kinds of
mammals incleding
white tailed deer, red
fox, coyole, porcuplne
and striped skunk,

Although the Jeul-
tural value of the lands
isn’t high, the real estate
value Js likely to
lncrease due . to
encroachment of esfate
development iIn the

_Geurgﬂluwn area.

An equine research
cenlre operated by the
University of Guelph had
been suggested earller
when the beguest was

made, but that idea has

been dropped os the
University Is far from
the property, Mr. Rogers
snid.

*“Wehove (o be careful
what we put (here,
" because it will have

future conseqguences and
‘could work against the
Faoundation in the
future,” he sald. “We
alsa have to be careful
we don't put a use In
there that’s loo active
and would Dbother the
neighbors."'

~ The Foundotion wants
uses that are economi-

1 cally viable as well, and

don't require a lot of
ongoing upkceping, Mr.
Rogers said.

“We won't be tearing
anything down,” Mr.

. Rogers said. “'It's not

pur inlention to tear
anything down unlessit's
latling down."

The study of the build-
ings on the large proper-
ty showed them to be of
local and regional
interest, “'nice, typical
rural Ontario farm build-
ings,”" br, Sargant said,

The Bennelts were
using it as o retirement
farm, and the Foundati-
on isn’'t looking a1 turn-
ing it now inte & working
farm, Mr. Rogers said.

It could be developed |

into a {ourist attraction,
he indicated.,

Since the bequ eathal,

the property hans been
used by “horsy" groups
like the Pony Club, Rock-
wood Trail Riders and
the Ontarie Equestrian
Federation. -

Mr. Rogers said the
Ministry of Natural
Resources has also used
the property as a4 con-
ference centre on many
peensons,

The Field Botanists of
Ontario and the Halton
Field Naturnlisis hove
inken walks on the pro-

perly.

"“It's public property,”’
Mr. Sargant said.
“We're notl encouraging
i lot of use because there
aren't the facilities there
in terms of parking,
washrooms or trails.
Also, we don't want
people iramping through
\he area and destroying
what's there." :
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