The craftsmanship of fine, old furniture

and the rich glow of aged wood are things.

that can’t be reproduced today. But this
docsn't have Lo be a problem for people
who want to fill their homes with beautiful
furniture. :
Homer Formby, nationally known ex-
pert on wood care and refinishing, says
that, wiﬁijuﬂ a litile patience and effort,
older fumniti'~e can be restored to its origi-
*More and more people today are re-

- discovering the pleasure that camnes from
wotking with your hands,™ Formby says.

“Refinishing wood gives you that feel-
ing of ment - and, as a bonus,
& picce of furniture that you'll use for years
o come, |

"When friends t:umplim:nl:,ﬁubnynur

‘new’ dining room table, you can tell

them, ‘I did that myself” Now that's a
proud feeling.”

One of the most common lems with
an old piece is a darkened, ugl?r finish.
““This is called ambering, and it's caused
by years of exposure to light,"” Formby
LEVER .

*Don’t let that discourage you — it's the
{inish, not the wood, that's discalorcd.
Modern technology has made it quicker
and eatier to remove that old finish.”

annhgcpuims out that, often, oid furni-
ture may be covercd by a bild up of pollu-
tion, and a thorough cleaning may be all
that's required to restore the appearance.,

To determine if a cleaning will suffice,
Formby recommends rubbing the dirtiest
spot on the piece wilth fumiture cleaner
{not polich} on a cotton cluth.

Try several applications, Icninf fumi-
fure cleaner d ween applications, [f
you can clean this dirty spot to your satis-
faction, and the wood grain turns out
clear, don’t bother refinishing the piece.
However, if the finish is badiy marmed or
“alligatored” from pse, you probably
need 1o refinish. :

In the past, refinishing tumiture n- -

volved stripping and sanding. However,
recording to Formby, stripping old furni-
ture takes away the wood's patina (the

. beauliful glow brought out with age) and

“Modern ‘turniture refinishers have
taken most of the work out of tefinishing,
as well as doing away with the mess in-
volved with stripping.” he xays,

Formby points cut that furniture refin-

ishers remove vamish, taequer and shel-
lac. A piece covered with paint or a
synthetic resin calls for a paint remover.

To tell which product o use, moisten a
cotton ball with nail polish remover, and
touch an | icuous zrea of the finish
that is still glossy, |

If the cotton ball slicks, the finish is vas-

nish, or shellac, and a refinisheris

necded. If the corton ball does not stick,
use paint remover.

To use paint remover, apply it with a
brush in six-inch strokey. (Note: brush in
one direction only, lo maximize effective-
Wait until-the bubbling action stops,
then LiRt off the old paint with a wide putty

- knife. Don’t scrape or gouge, and repeat

as needed.,

Fumiture refinisher can be zpplicd with
{000 steet woul. Work on small aregs
(about the size of a dinner plate), overlap-
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——Restoring furniture offers many rewards

ping the areas until you're through.

Then, to remove swirls and streaks, rub
fresh refinisher with stecl woo! from one
end ol the piece ta Lthe other, going with the
wood grain,

Wipe the picce immediately with a
¢lean cotton cloth and fet it dry at least 30
minutes. Then buff the surface well — not
hard — with dry steel wool.

""An old paintbrush trimmed o a stubby
length will help work the refinisher out of
carved and fluted trims," Formby says.

Dnce you've exposed the wood, you '

may want to stain it to change the color,
or not you stain the wood, your
final ﬂc&:hmld be te apply a finish to
protect the wood. - _
Formby says, *Be certaitt the finish
chouqcmmlg:umguﬂ.ll'sm uldﬂtm
best preservative in the world* -
Formby encourages le with ques-
tions on wood care, refinishing, staining,
or othes wood projects o write him 2t PO,

Box 667P. Olive Branch, MS 38554, .

(Please include a stamped, self-addressed
envelope.) .

] H.ﬂ
e oo
' ..'-IJ.. A
. Z
1" "ll =
] ik

* CLEANING
%2 PRICE

(WHh Houseckining)

MAX]-MOM MAIDS
Rbt 1908 1o

may loosen joints,

Use accessories
for “quick
change” artistry

Picture a room that's totally beige...carpet, wall

‘Reap what you sow
For healthier plants and garden
me e lAhELE | see your friends at '

Quick change! ' . r.

That same room it now abloom with accessories
in romantic pastels. A peach tone vase aits on one
. table. Dramaticaily grouped on another i a bevy of . R
. bowla boasting silk pastel bouquels. /

With just a little blt of imagination, you can
~visualize the very different sense of each room,
created by Lhe presence of sccessories and the

@ GARDEN CENTRE
ek g st e & LANDSCAPING

TUITMAN’S

often its color, One tends to recall an aasis of calm 3 : : mxﬁ,
after leaving a ruumscng of neutral tones. A o . o of | . "1; .
;lhg:;{ﬂt;l :ellnw:fmm will be rememberd as bathed e ' - L 1? B

A few striking accessories or dramatic group
-will tranaform Lhe color scheme or mood of a r:lﬁ
more easily and Inexpensively than any olher

legary of furnishing, and you can feel up-io-date
ﬁthnul having a major investment, o

Start with your basica, Then build and change

with acceasory accents, Actually that is the secret of
du:i;at dreszed women, as well as professional
ers.

The formula for accessory decorating Is easy.
1. Determine your color choice or choices,

2. Decide.whether you want strikipg contrasts or a L G

e v SRR LANDSCAPE PLANNING
i o eoing s ook o, IS NOW YOURS FOR
THE ASKING -

let your accessories reflect your Interests or

personality.

| Ban."qulckchangelrﬂ:t"lnmhomnbyuhna
Taking into conslderation any
suggestions or preferences you
‘might have, our landscape designer

advantage of the wonderful selection of decorstive
accessories avallable to you in furniture stores.

will develop for you a personalized
iandscape plan.

MASTER
PAINTING
AND TUITMAN'S GARDEN CENTRE
& LANDSCAPING
853-2480 HWY. 25 (1% miles south of Acton)
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FLOWERING SHRUBS
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20% OFF o
BUY $30. OR MORE AND
GET ONE BAG OF BARK

| (raE pHrcEa 5.95)

- SALE ENDS APRIL 26/85

NURSERY HOURS

Dally: 8:00 a.m. till dark
Closed Sunday
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HOME REPAIRS
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