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Major party candidates discuss their b&ckgrounds _-

DOUG HAMILTON

- Burlington

‘hismom b _
‘from Bramplon's Peel Memorial

By ROBIN BAKEWELL
Herald Staff .
When NDP candidate Duug
Hamilton entered the political scien-
ce course at the University of
Waterloo he had no long term goals of
running in a political election.

Now, {wo years after receiving
his four year degree in the course,
Mr. Hamilton is the Halton-
Burlington New Democratic Party’s
choice for the riding.

With ten years pelitical Involvement In the
NDP Mr. Hamllton Is no stranger to party
philosophies or campalgn traill :

Born at Milton District Hospital in 1957 Mr,

'Hamilton grew up In and arcund the Haltoh area.

lie attended public schools in Millon ana
Erin {Inishing his formal educatlon at Ancaster
Hligh School,

It was {n 1975, during his final }'ear tn Grade
13 ot Ancaster High, that Mr. Hamillon had his
first taste of politics.

Previous to 1975 Mr. Hamilton sald he had a
fair bit of interest in the NDP sparked by their
interest in people over business and the fact that
he believed the NDF had concerns about the

By ANI PEDERIAN
Herald Staff . |
For Peter Pumeroy, hume will

| always be Norval.

The 46-year nld Halton-
Pm?reasive Conmrvahve

candidate has lived in Norval since
t himn home as a babe

Hospital.
Although he loves lrnvaillng and would like

1o see Australin, Japan, China and Europe, Mr,

would never stay aw.ar from Halton Hills

for w:rarfmg

. “This Is home. You can mmwudo\m
further if you want, to I'll never move from

Norval. This is hame,” he repeated strongly.
~ HrPumeruyn:dldcmutuHuﬁﬂinth!_
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DON KNIGHT

|Council
meetings to-

- during
Pomuw-. :
‘yeard s office mana

By DAVE ROWNEY
Herald Stafi
As the family

Liberal candidate- Don Knight can

trace his background to 1610 when his

uaker ancesters were wine mer-
nts and mariners from Ireland.
Mr. Knight, 43, will be pounding

the pavement in the weeks ahead’.

asking for the support of Halton-
Burlington residents on May 2.

The Knights’ Quaker ancesters traded their
~ waresto Jamaica. Some immigrated to Wales and
others eventually made the crossing to North

America,

Mr. Knight's grandfather is a Quaker, but
his father is an Anglican. The cundidate is a
Presbyierlan,

The Knight family have lived in Mea fn rd for
three generations.

- His grandfother staried a family business

called Stanley Knight Ltd., 'a manufacturer of

hardwood fooring,

Duwring his childhood, Mr. Knight rememb-

ers his family slwoys being strong Llberal

Aupporters.
One uncle almost ran as a provincial Liberal
candidate, he sald.

By ANIPEDERIAN
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average person “which the other partles were
losing™.
l;His Grade 13 teacher was running as the
NDP candidate |ln the Wentworth North riding
during ihe 1975 provincial election and Mr.
Hamilton helped out In the campalign by dropping
off party literature,
“One thing that appealed to me about the
1975 provincial campalgn is that while the Liberal

and PC parties were bashing each other and

making attacks, Stephen Lewis was talking about
heaith ond salety, equality and people's rights.
"“Those were the Lype of [ssues which were
getting lost in the hardball politics the ether two
partics were playing,” Mr. Hamilton sald.
During the 1881 provinclal election Mr.
Hamilton heiped with NDP literature distribution

‘and did serutlincer work.

A member of the election planning
committee during Lhe 1980 federal electlon in
Rosedale, Mr. Hamilton sald he helped organize
quite a successful campalgn.

The NDP candidote has worked in &
shopping mall, palnted, and has worked in
unlonized factories on & short term basls.

Mr. Hamilton sald he sees unlons as a

“valuable part of Canadian soclety” which can -

work to make the workplace more democratle.

‘He sald some the concerts Lhe unions
have ralsed, such as health and safety, have beeni
soctally valid.

Mr. Pomeroy sald proudly. “A lot of - ;nnpln
nmwrt wde becsise of my father.”
Today, the senior Pomeroy {s 79, and be nnd

| his ‘wile Hive in Gore's Landing.

Although their parents have moved awny.

. Pete and his brother Bili Pomeroy still live and

work in Halton Kills. Their sister Marion 1im in

' a community nnl;hu .
:hqrmn!‘ﬂlnﬂuh Just north of Port :
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stralive officer and the
media, Burlington’'s
mayor
committes and council
meetings be taped

The reglon's commit-
tee and council meetings
may baavailable on tape
il regional
councillors support A
request by Burlington
'‘Mayor Roly Bird today

while
roundly chastising the
region’s chief ad inl-

got the support of
administiration and
finance cnmmittu
members. ;

health and social Ber-
vices,

.|= o
-'..'E':- I."'"':F'.f' H

- Toronto, not too far away.

As children, the. three attended - Norval

* Comimunity School, which was & two-room school
back then. '

thtghlsmrsume Pﬂummym .

talin "voice lessons and coliecting medﬂl

IIKR?

' Hia:ulurslnglngwmh!m

' "Iuﬂlhnﬂﬂmmudah " Halton's regional

In fact, Peter Pummy would like to: dnr

some - sihging with her during h!.l :mﬁnt
R Haltnn*mn'ilni:ton campaign,

s singing, Mr. Pomeroy wuﬂ»intu

During his childhood in Meafard with the
escarpment cliffs and Georglan Bay watlers so

close, Mr. Knight loved to hike and collect ilems .

from his natlure walks.

Growing up in a small town of 4,000, the
candidate sald It was an advantage because
knowing everyone inspired sell-confidence, plua it
was hord to get into trouble wilhoul anyone
knowing abaut It.

In high school he played volleyball, basket-
ball and won two gold medals for middle distance
running at the Central Weslem Ontario champion-

. His first political involvement was at age 13

when he was pald $2 to plck up a list frqm the .

scrutineers and go to the various polling stations.

Mr. Knight went to Lhe Unlvernity of
Waterioo to lake their enigineering course,
becnuse he lHked math and sciences in high school.

Alter spending three months on & work term
during his co-op training, he decided it wottld be
nice to be making money fill-tlme, rather than
going back for more studles.

He walked into Walerloo Trust and Envlngu

(the forerunner of Canada ansn ond “was hired

on (he spol™, he said.
Mr. Knlghl lelt there to become a8 manager

trainee wilth Zellers, helping to manage stores in
Orillia and Ottawa,

He was lured away to Kitchener to & private
investigalion. firm now called Equifax where he

public
asked that

Coun, Bird's r&qumt
helore being erased.

They agreed to have

planning &nd provide

BUSTING OUT'

at séveral
. music festivals, Mr. meynﬂdhegnﬂiuﬂup _
whmhlﬂnluuchanaed

works,
administration and
finance, eolid wasle
management commit-
tees and council meet-
ings tape recorded, &nd
the tapes kept for 80 days could be listened to by
The administration
and flnance commitlee
also agreed that Lhe
reglonal clerk would
typed trum

FRONT WITH R

In the summer of 1979 Mr, Hamilton was
employed o3 a researcher with the Burllngton
Social Planning Council.

He was hired to research a planning act and
help with proposed changes to the act based on a
white paper from the Ontaric government.

He said working in mnjun'ntiun with the
government wes quite useful and gave him.a

realistic idea of how the government operates
which he felt could not be undersiood through
reading books in university.

THE
NE/ S=m——
The youngest in a family of two brothers and
three sisters, Mr, Hamilton said the large family

made him more aware of other people’s interests
and was able to tune into different ideas easler.

“Although none of them have ever ran for
anything, they are very opinionated and we have
some |nteresting conversations,” he said.

His father Jack, who |s now retired, worked
i the retall field for the United Cooperatives
which Mr. Hamilion explained was a farming
agrganlzation.

ing his Norval Community School days.
left wing on the Norval Horoets
wag bantam-aged. Under coach.
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. "He wnas vmr mmpnﬂ
{airness and being the best you could be, as well as
. "Mr. Pomeroy said.
inNuencing the
ﬂmho:!lllr Pomeroy h afl&mduatingfrm

Gnurgm District High School.
""He was an absoluie perfectionist. i*l.l never

. farget bim. This guy was incredible. Yuumuldnt i

' leave :n:rthhﬂ mhu it was done perfectiy,” Mr

mey
“1 hated it. Iumug!nlwu going to quit

o mnmerm*mnmmnmbuwm-
me. Huavum;nlutufﬂdpihn“ﬂt‘ Pmmy .

mmm Bell Canida furned into s h:a ym' '

sald.
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checked out insurance claims. After o year he was
promoted to mangge their Stratford office. -

He left the firm in 1669 to go back to
university in Kitchener. Dolng odd jobs to pay his
way through school, Mr. Knight came within two
courses of mmpleling an econoimles degree.

Mr. Knight then took a job in Toronto with
Traveler's Insurance as an Insurance adjuster.
Staying there until 1979, he was promoted to
supervisor of property claims and then as
assistant manager of their claims depa.rlmmt in
Hamilton.

He was commissioned in 1979 to wrile a
claims manua} for their computer program.

.Realizing it was a time for a career change,
he started Knight Insurance Brokers, bullding up
the business in Milton for the next six years.

He sold the business last month for & price
that “‘has left me comfortable’, he said.

He plans to enter the consulting field,
helping insurance brokers with their businesses.

The candidate remarrled in 1973, having

met his second wife at university when he was

scripts or excerpts from
these tapes If councillors
asked for them in writ-

As well, councillors present one.
sgreed that the tapes
councillors, the media or
the public if a written
request s made of the .
regional clerk,

On the suggestion of
Halton Hills Coun: Mike

the far end o

Dennis Perlin said.

" ment, they corne
- feel I'm ready nuwandm'tdumur:hmtu_

HH.HﬁltrﬂHld'

flcian's life was Ib& '

o forward n-muﬂt to mulvim pnblm " Mr.

“Immmmlhtdﬂuﬂh Halioq ="
Sports. Tt had become almost too much to do b0 i
wumummmmmmmy. 7

Armstrong, reglonal
gtalf are going to lock
into & more reliable tap-
Ing. Ing syslem than the

“Tnpi:kﬂ. ::l;:iuhn't
always plck u ngs at
?the table
very clearly,” Chial
“Administrative Offlcer

Coun. Bird said tapes
~would help to verlfy

He said his fother wps never really
politically active except for a stint as a scrutineer
with the CCF partly in 1840,

Mr. Hamilton sald he enjoys playlng nquush
and hockey. He has recently spllt the cost of
season Blue Jay tickels wilh a number of {riends
for summer entertainment.

‘I don't play any muslcal instruments other
than a sterco,”” he sald.

It only took Mr, Humllton & couple of days to
meke a decision to become the NDP candidale in
the May election, NDP riding presldent Jo Surich
made the suggestlon to him last fall.

“In the last year I've become more and
more interested jn the parly and thought it was a
good oppertunity to try it.

“'I don’t know whether I dellver barn blazing
speeches but I think I have something to offer,” he
said. il
On o personal level-Mr. Hamilton zaid the
campaign wlll give him Lhe opportunity to work
with people and meet others (which he said he
enjoys), and lalk about ﬂungu of some [mpori-
ance.

An editor at Carswell Legal Publications In
Toronte sinee 1981, Mr. Hamiiton has had a
vorlety _of summer work experience while
attending school.

Mr. Pomeroy sald, s
Elected a Halton Hills munnﬂhr !n lm.lm_
t;{:sr glﬂnﬂd from mlzmr to reglonel chairman for:
e opportunities for political advance-
and go," Mr. Porneroy sald. 1

prepare my&elr {to be MPP)."

“Politics is like a different job every day..
The problems and opportunities are different ona
daily basis,” Mr. Pomeroy sald. *‘it's a big part of
thnmniunlllka it as much as [ do.”

Currently Halton regional chairman, Mr.
Pomeroy came nto the Job from the position of

Halton Hills mayor.

: “I'm the first politician in my family," he

smifed. "It all just happened to me very quickly.*"
He's hoping his eight year training period

ﬂm faunch him into the provincial leglsia:
““Lhave no aspirations fnr federal pﬂ!il:.'lﬂ:l at

~all. That's why I went to Queen's Park, because
. It's close enough {o travel {o from l;umahnutmd
- torth ' Mr, Pomeroy said. . '

Huﬂmumm;
"bﬂmmhﬂhldr&# ‘honest and st

.lima,nm;lllwwﬂﬂnﬂ t:unhﬂ

‘ aaimpluiuuu. baunht

tnking courses -for his econonucs aegree. They
have one son Geoll, 9, who has a number of
musical talents, his {ather said.

His daughter Kelly, 20, is married and lives
in London with her husband and year old son.
Another daughter Barbara lives at home ond is
taking o course in soclal services at Sheridan
College.

“Mr. Knight has been a town councillor In
Millon for the past five years, He said the
cummlitiee meetings and preparation work have
kept him busy along with coaching a baseball
tear and hiking with hls family,

Most of his free time is spent with his
famlily, or working on thelr home computer which
is an IBM PC Junior.

How does Mr. Knight describe himaelf? I

have a lot of interests, I like people and relate well
to them,' he sajd.

A personatlity test by Traveler's Insurance
Company described him as amiable, analytical
with a high degree of empathy and fexibility, he
sald.

A Herapld psychle” columnist called him
“hanf:ﬂt straight-forward and caring for his fellow,
man". He r:ullrd that character assmmmt ”vcr;r

pereeplive.' :

reports made by the  pir Perlin warnedthat

media. 1

“In the past I would requuted of the secre-
venture (o say that 1-3 s tapes, there may
almost every member of tions where the

council has. had a
complaint with tht-?ﬂﬂfﬂon“wm’mr

_ want lo be
media for misinterpret- gourcaof smnethlnﬂlﬁ
ing or, still worse, in-.jgn't accurate
accurately -reporting: on complete. What I'm

statements by elecled gayingis, if you're going
members of council,” 19 do something, do it

Coun. Bird said. right,” he said.
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