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‘Safety is a caboose’,
accerding to  Acleon's
Jim ‘Lepki of Grenore
Street. He's a brokeman
with Canadian National
Hmlwuyb who is lobhby-
ing Municipalities with-
tn the jurisdiction of his
union,

The 31-year-old repre-
s¢ots the United Trans-
port Union Loeal 1130
for health and safely
matiers. He's
logether a booklel of
letters and  supporting
material for town coun.
cils and the media
searching l‘nr support of
his unian’s flight (o

oppose cabooseless
trains.

Initinled by CN, the
railways have applied to
the Board of Transporl
for permission to do
away with the caboose,
They feel 8 hot box
detector that scans for
problems with air brake
pressure, can ‘replace
the two men who usually
man the cnbeose and
make visval [nspeeti-
ans.

The railways won't be
laying off ithe staif who
man the ecaboose.

What’s in Aggregate wording worrisome

put -

Safety at stake, says brakeman

They'tl just be movedup
{0 the second engine ot
the front of the train.

. 'The union's problem is

over the saicty factor,

Mr. Lepki says
between 80 - 70 per cent
of freight trains carry
some sort of dangerous
commudity. In the past
five years in order to
save cosls the raflways
have on average doubl-
ed the length of trains.

Instead of having two
trains, the railroads
have just added more
engines to pull more
cars. The average
length of a freight train
i 6,800 feet, he said, and
can contain os many as
160 cars.

Taking away (he
caboose would add to
the danger of trains and
cottld help 1o cause
another Mississauga
train disnster, he says.

Visual (rack inspec-
tions are important and
he cites the example of
the Amirok washoul
where a train was de-
railed.

At CN, the assistant
manager of public
affairs, Jim Stratton,
says he preposal to do
nwn:,r with cabooses has

a caboose?

What's in a caboose? Since trains were bullt
there have been cabooses, and Jim chkl lecls
their usefullness isn't yet over.

But the railways want to ellminatu the
_ caboose because of the cost, he says.

The result is delays

, and a reductlon In

productlvity, the rallways say. Costs include
making sure the cnboose is sanitary and that
equipment is properly maintained.

In a caboose there s a small stove area and
two desks, along with washrooem facllities and a
first aid kit. Usually there are iwo brakemen on o
[reight train, One is in the caboose and the other is

with the engincer, Mr. Le

pki snys. The conducter,

who is responsible for ihe whaole traln, sits back In

the caboose.

A brakeman In the enboose watches the air
pressure indicater and tells the engineer if the
level is correct. He also helps in organizing the
order of the cars so that dapgerous chemlcals are
- placed In strategic positions on the irain.

: Inthe case of a derailment, the tatlend crew
in the caboose has a list of where the dangerous
chemicals are an the train for firefighters, He can
also warn residenis to move away if an explosion ~

is imminent.

In the caboose a brakeman can check for
broken wheels, sticking brakes and wheel
bearings that can cateh on live. Also at the rear of
the train he can 1nspec: the trock and ‘feel' lor

wnshuuis

Ha tratn has to stop for nn emergency and if

a crossing is blocked,

a brokemen on a

cabooscless train might s pem:l a long time walking
back to the end of the train, Mr. Lepki soys.
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Acton man fights to keep caboose

heen going on lor ahout 4~ :

nny comment unlil the
Board of Transport

makes its decision,” he SFeeE

sayd, He did, howewver,
say  that

cabovseless PYY
fruins are jin operation }

in some parts of the o

United States
Eurape,

Mr. Lepki says that in §

Europe the {rains are
very small in compa:
rison fo in Cannda.
Some siates in the U.S.
waon't allow cabooscless
{rains o cross their
boundarics, he says.

Letliers of protest

have been sen! to the

Minisiry of Transport

and the Canadian
Transport Commission.
Public hearings will be
held in o number of
commtnitics probably
within the coming
monihs.

The {own of Halten

Hills was givenacopy of

Mr. Lepki's booklet
aboul cabonseless traing
and have asked for Lheir
suppert. The United
iransport Union  will
make o preseniation to
town councll Sept. 24.

and [ odds

By AN] PEDERIAN
Herald Staflf

With 20,000 acres of
aggregate lands  in
Halton Hills, town coun-
cillors don’t want to lose
their control over how
the notural resource is

developed,
Monday night, the
town reviewed

comments it is forward-
Ing this moath to the
Provincial Secretary for
Resources Development.
The comments ore based
on recommendations
made July 31 by the
Provincial Secretary re-
garding (he policies and
implementation of the
Niagara Escarpment
Plan.

The town wanls a see-
tion of the plan which
stales “*implementing
bodies ‘must comply’
with the province's
Mineral Aggregale Re-
sources Policy” to be
changed to *'shall have
regcllrd",

Another secltion on per-

mitted uses, the town
would like 1o see chang-
ed {rom “'the following
uses are permitted'” to
“the following uses may
be permitted'.

Town planner Jan
Heith said he was worri-
ed by the wording jn the
policy and urged coun-
cillars 1o adopt the
changes.

He sald he was con-
cerned that il “'must
comply” is appreved,
the provinee will be able
to put whatever policy In
place on aggregaotes
without the town's
approval.

“We think they're try-
ing lo step areund Lhe
planning act itself, which
worries us,” Mr. Keith
said.

As things stand now,
roughly one-third_ of
Halton Hills is under’ihe
contro the Nlogara

. Escarpment Commlssi-
L
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Jlm Lepkl is a member of the United Transport Union who will be making
o presentation to town council Sept. 24 in hope of recelving their aupport ageinst
dolng away with the caboose, Here he ls shown on the back of @ caboose on one of
his runs from Toronto lo Parry Sound,

By ROBIN BAKEWELL
Herald Staif

Having had parcents
who were both teachers
must have had some
effect on Michel Serre
who is principal ot Ecole
Saere-Coeur  Scparate
School.

Mr. Serre’s mother
taught him in Grades 1}
and 2 while he was a
pupil in Sturgeon Falls.

“She had me all day
and all night,” Mr. Serre
soid.

Al the age of 19, Mr,
Serre decided on a
carcer In education and
he entered the faculty of
education ol Laurention
University. After attend-
ing teacher’s college in
Sudbury he began teach-
ing Grades 5 through 8 in
Kirkland Lake.

On hig decision to enter
the tecaching Held Mr,
Serre said, "'[ have no
regreds at all™.

A flive yeoar involve-.
men! with Ecole St
Philippe in Burlington,
where he taught Grade 7
and acted as principal,
and a two year vice-
principalship at St
Marie in Oakville, which
he opened, brought him
to Ecole Sacre-Coeur
where he is now in his
fifth year as principal.

Having been taught in
French during his grade
school edycation, Mr,
Serre said he had the
surprise of his life upon
elering a billngual high
schoo] In Sturgeon Falls
and having to take

3 Bt r%mj

IPhululuhmilltd}

town'’s 2oning bylaw is
rcady lo accept that
control,

Coun. Mike Armslrong
suggested development
contrel remain with the
Corhmissicn  until  the

Michel Serr

Meet the prmczpal

MICHEL EEIHIE-J

certain courses in Eng-
lish which s still o secon-
dary language o him.

Excole Sacre-Cocur is
one of .three schools in
the Halton Scparate
School Beard which has
Frenchas its longuage of
instruction. English is
thught as a secondary
language in the Grades 3
through B levels.

Graduates of the
school have the option of
either attending a
French or English high
scheool. Mr. Serre said 75
per cent of the graduates
attend a Freoch high
school in Hamilton while
25 per cent aitend Cardi-
nal Leger in Bramplon
or Georgelown District
High School.

Ecole Sacre-Coeur
shares Lhe same building
with Holy Cross .Scpa
‘rate School. Mr., Serre
said there is a lot of
cooperation between
htrmself and Holy Cross
principal Richard Lorito
whose pupils share the

same library, gymnasi-
um and schoelyard.
“I think it's a very
llive experience with
Holy Cross. I think the
students are learning
whal Canada is all about

with two official langua-.

ges, living and cooperat-
ing together,'” he sald.
Mr. Serre would ilke o
become a superintendent
for either the school
board or the Minlkstry of
Education, He has
received his supervisory
officer certificate from
the Ministry of Educa-
tion afler a continuous
process of sell study and
a year's [ntensive sludy.
Mr. Serre and his wife
Claire, whom he mol
while they were both
teaching at Lhe samec
school in Kirkiand Lake,
have twp boys, Eric, 3,
and Lue, 1.
His hobbies include

goll ond flying in which
he has logged 250 fiylng
hours,
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