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Income assessment

System creates

distrust, anger
It's distressing to know that horror stories we've

heard about Revenue Canada can be matched by an in-
cident in our own backyard.

This time we can sho

ulder the blame on the provin-

cial government for a regional assessment of a local

business,

By asking a Georgetown

business to produce income

and expense information for a tax assessment review, the
government has overstepped their bounds. It is a

dangerous and prece
and a threat to our business community.

To justify their
posely worded sectio
which says: *‘...shall upon-r
the information that will ass
praper assessment...”’

guoted a

dent-setting move for Halton Hills .

inquiries a senior assessor has
n of the Assessment Act
uest give to such person all
st such person to make a

As assessment manager for Halton Hills says the
“incorne approach'’ is one of three ways in which they may
assess the value of a business property. An income ap-

~ proach isn't necessa
Orwell's 1984 and Big
By. asking for financ

. being put on the spot. If the
that mean the assessors wil

‘businessmen?

If business pro
- allow fora tax break?
The system crea

rother.

and it's dangerously reminiscent of

ial statements a business is

have a profitable year, does
penalize them for being good
fits are down, will tl"le‘gnvernment

tes distrust, anger and humiliation

for businesses. It could lead to owners simdp]y lying about

their profits and losses, Worse '
incentive for owners to expand thei

hardEr.

-

thrive, our town

et, it coul
r business and work

take away the

Small businesses do not need any more hardships
than the economy has already brought
rives.
Provincial tax assessment can be

them, When they

fair without

- 'ésking for financial statements from business owners.
We Euﬁnﬁt our assessment managers take anu@her
n

look beforel

ing property values to profits.

$42.000 goal -

‘Cancer chairman

asks for support

Editors Note: This letl-
ter was filed with The
Herald for publication,

. Dekr fellow citizens:

- mecessary for

- During April (Cancer
. month}, the local bran-
ch of the Canadian Can-
cer Soclety will be ap-
pealing for the support

carry ot and also cont-

.ribute to the Natlonal

'‘Research effort.
As chairman of the

.::nmp:ﬂign. I appeal for

" help to make our camp-

aign successful and rea-
ch our target of $42,000.
We have a volunteer
work force of over 500
. individuals who will be
canvassing the area.
Please recelve them
with kindness and gene-

them to .

rogity. They lnré diving

time as well aa money.

" The financiai support
you gave last year has
been well spent. The
funding for research has
produced a steady

streami of advance-

ments for the cure or
control of cancer,

Your local cancer soc-
lety also used part of
your contribution to as-
sist and comfort local
cancer patients. This
work included looking
after transportation to
trealment centres. For
those in financial need,
they supplied druga,
dressings, housekeeping
and home nursing.
There I8 also an active
volunteer group for Lhe

education of our youth
as well as adults.
Due to the fact Lhat

Cancer probably affects -

all of us In one way or
another, your donation
will not only help others,
but will help yourself.

Make your donation
meaningfd, Get ‘enjoy-
ment out of your contri-
bution, knowing it will
be used well' ard s
greatly apprecialed.

On behall of Lhe Socle-
ty, 1-thank you In adv-
ance for your much
needed support.

Yours very truly,
William MeNally,
Chairman of the
Fundraising Commilles
Geargetown Cancer
Soclety

- Newcastle letter
- doesn’t address
‘our tax problems

-Dear Sir,

Lost week a lelter was
published in the local
press, wrilten by a Mr.
Slyfleld from the Town

" of Newcaslle. This letter
is a long lisl of ¢com-

plaints about the inequl-
ty of using a Bection 63

- re-assessment. Unfortu-

nately, most-of his com-

-plaints have nothing to
-do with Section 63.

Let me list a few:
1. The Aassesament
Act . nssigns jtive

‘values to small hold-

He seens (0,be objec:
ting to the fact that a

- bullding fot (rural or

urbas) has a much
higher assesament than

- farm land. This (s of
- course true, with or

withou! Section 83.

© 4. Some taxpoyers

refunds of their
the .

receive 18
taxes - from -

“ %oz, this is Lrue. Seni-

 jExcosds
‘receive a rofund of - -
;per cent ol their

or cilizens are granted .

up to $300 as a refund of .
taxes, - Also, . farmers..

whage

grosé incomo
certaln’ stand-

g, Jt would appear
;My, Slyfield wants

mml atopped. It
od that these

i

refunds have nothing lo
do with Sectlon 63.

J. Mr. Slyfield
objects to the fact that
homeowners pay. their

property tax with “aflter -

tax income'’. Al
busincss men and :mmg
farmers ,pay wit

“hefore - tax income".

He I8 correct in his.

statement. If this is to

" be changed Il requires

some changes in
Federal and Provincial
Tax Laws, It has
nothing to do with Sec-
tlon 63 or any other
seclion of The Assess-
ment Act.
4, The 'system of
perty tax in Ontario
provides, in general
terms, that the tax Is
reloled to properly
value, In varying
degrees. The tax is not
related to services

recelved, except for

things as garbage
collectlon and EE::w:r:.

such

This
used In

tem has been

iany years and | am

4

“not aware of any movo

lo change this; Mr, Sly-
flald soomz to want his

taxen divectly reolated to

services received. He |5

entitled to his oplnion,

and it may have merit.

However, what it bas to

Ontarlo for

do with Section 63 Iz a
mystery to-me and I'm
sure il 13 a mystery lo
Mr. Slyfield niso,

Mr. Slyfleld makes no
mention of the problems
we have with our
present assessment
syslem. He scems un-
aware that in Aclon we
pay an exira 40 mills
with no apparent jusi-
fication, and this |8 just
one of the present ano-
malles that only Section
83 can correct. Let's
face facts, Mr. Slyfield
says he is concerned
about our problems, yet
there is much evidence
that he does not even
know - what . our
problems are. '

Obviously, Mr, Sly-
fleld has - received a
sharply increased
assossment, probabl
on the value of his land.
We are not given any
facls, just a long lst of
complalnis that for the
mosl part have nothing
to do with Section 63.

. Because of lhis, I
‘suggest we are entltied
- toassume that his previ-
- ous assesament was A

long standing error in
his favour,

Yours truly,

. .J4.R. Knechtel,

~ Councillor; Ward 1

¥

s B Caolh. Eoaafes, B o O N L . I
; ) ' v

“I'n kecping with our new policy to 'gn easy on the public, we're allowing you

to keep your children.”

Jean’s down home approach:

‘will it help or hinder?

By Stewart
McLeod

OTTAWA -- Now that Jean Chreti-
en has officially tossect his hat into the
ring and has effectively entered the
final lap of his marathon campaign to
become the next prime minister of
Canada, there are even more questions
being asked about the value - if any -
of his seif-deprecating, down-home

* approach.

Wwill it be a nationa) belp or a
hinderance? The answer Is far from

clear.

“The people enjoy i, Chretien
has said himself, making it amply
clear he has no intention of
his style. But he is ref mainly to

Canada

audiences in English-s

where, without fail, be gets a heartly .

round of applause when he talks about
being the “little guy from Shawinl-
gan”. He goes much further than that
al times, calling himself a *‘goddam

r-souper, and proud of it or “a little
Frog and proud of It”. "

The word proud is always there,
From parts of Quebec comes word
that. this particular approach by

Chretien is not appreciated like |t is in,
say, Lethbridge. Some editorial
writers back home have offered the
view that the minister, albelt in an
amusing way, s insulting Quebecers,
particularly the small-town variety.
SOME AFPROVAL
But the 27 Quabac MPs who formed
a phalanx around the 40-year-ld
Chretien when he announced his
candidacy obviously don't think so,
They say the reporied reaction to
Chretien's style is blown out of all
peoportions, “People like bis style in
Quebec,” says Plerre Gimalel, who
happens to support John Turner. *He'a
& hard worker ani know that,"”
" In any event, it's highly unlikely
there has ever been another serious
leadership conlender who gets as much
genulne pleasure’ put of being self-
ting. Canadian history is
od with jticlans who have
gingerly dabbled In the art, but none
who have tzckled i with Lhe rare,
abandon of Jean Chretien,
And where he differs from all
olhers is that he puts everything In the
t tense. He doesn'Lsay ‘I used to
a aimple per-souper’’. He says, “l
am a simple per-souper'’. .

It's an lmportant distinction.
Just the other day an English

- Quebec , in talking approv-
ingly nm"n style, said no
John Diefenbaker was

one thought
being servile when he bragged of his
humble crigina. A case was being

made that the two approaches were
glmilar,

But there
comparison.

APPROACH UNIQUE

There is no doubl that John
Disfenbaker loved to talk about his
humble origins ~ in fact he somelimes
seermed obsessed by them — but these
historical nuggets were invariably
related to his later achlevements, It
could even be argued that they were
actunlly related to early achieve-
ments, ,

There aren"t too many docurnented
cases of Diefenbaker laughing at
himself in the present tense although,
Lord knows, his French pronunciation
gave him ample opportunity to do so.

Even his successor, Lester Pear-
aon, moved guardedly In thia area. He
was generally regarded as the most
seli-deprecating of all prime ministers,
yet his best examples were restricted

is absclutely no

. to earlier incarnations, such as his

young days in a parsonage and his
experiences in the First World War. He
could also get enormnous mileage out of
g simple, sell-inflicting laugh, hat
didn't require words. His chorlle
seemed to be always at his own
expense,

But not Jean Chretien. When he
decides to let his image hang out, he
doesn't fool around. ““What you are
looking at here,” he'll says, “is & Jittle
{rog from Shawinigan”.

There has never been anything
quite like it,

Some days it must hurt

Queen’s
Park

By Derek
Nelson

TORONTO -~ Some days, it must
hurt fo be a politician, especlally a
party leader.

You work hard crisscroasing the
province, spend long bours away from
the family, eat normne of the worst meala
in existence, talk to everyoos and
sundry (some you'd like to slug
instead) and always have'to appear
fresh and happy . (aven when you
aren't), ' ;

And what do you get out of {1?
According to the atest Gallup Poll,

as taken for the Torontn Stsr. nnd

much. The Gallup always asks what,

political party the 1,000 8 SUTVeY-
ed would vote for Hp:uplmh_ u:'Irl
election were held today,

But this time it also-asked those

polled whether they could name the

leaders of the Ontarlo Liberals and
la.rlu New Democrals,

Letters to the editor.

Stop dumping on

Dear Sir,
It's budget Lime and

hatter. This

Two-thirds said they couldn't.
GOOD NEWS .

And for Liberzl Leader David
Peterson and NDP Laader Bob Rae
that was — frankly - the good news.

The bad news is, that of the 37 per
cent who sald they could name
Peterson almost half, 16 per cent, got
his name wrong. Rae, whom 34 per
cent said they could name, did better.
Only 10 per cent got his name wrong.

are easier ways {o ¢arn A

Hving.

Interestingly, If the Gallup is to be
believed, Rae runa ahead of his party
in name tion, while Peterson
runs far bx . Obviously, recognition
is not the same as support.

The new party standings show the
Conservatives with 47 per cent, the
Liberals with 37 per cent and the New
Democrats with 18 per cent. In the 198]
slection the Tories woa 44 per cent, Lthe
Liberals 34 per cent and the NDP 21 per
cent,

FRIRLY ACCURATE

The question that has to be asked is
how much the provincial polls are
being akewed by the massive publicity
surrounding Prime Minister Plerre
Trdsay's resignation announcement
Feb, 29, :

Palling was under way at the time,

cosls

For example, provinclal Conserva-
tives claim thelr own polls show them
conaistently at better than 50 per cent.
(Gallup says it iz accurate in a sample
size like this within four per cent 19
timea out of 20},

There are two things to waich out
for in coming months.

The first is whether provinclal
Conservatlve, Liberal and NDP
fortunes will follow the expocted trend
this year of declining federal To
percentages and rising Liberal (wl
atatic NDP) as a result of the [ederal
Liberal leadership race.

JUNEYOTE

The secaond is whether speculation
about a June vote provinclally has any
hasls [n reality. (I don't believe s0).
There is Lalk of going Lo the polls early
to avold that federal decline and what
some people consider will be a gpillov-
er effect on to the provinclal party.

There is a back-up theory that the
{federal Liberals might seek an August
election (although the timing is tough),
which would let the provincial Conser-
vatives go to the electorate in the fall.

Maybe,

But don't be s {l Premier
Bill Davis leads them to the ballot box
against “whats-his-name" and “'gther
guy'’ a year from now.

school syStem

_for lack of opportuniti-

and & lo¢ of time and
money will be spent on

along with it coma Lhe
headiines abotit taxes

. going up agsin. Ewant to

talk about education
taxes, which are also

going up. It prodba
will be just ermghbii
kecp what wo've got but
not nesrly enocugh to
make it algnificantly
helter.

You read it right. We
had better be willing to
pay for the education we
say we want our kids
ard adulls to have,

1 include adults

because there is an in-

creasing number of
adults who are return-
ing to day schools lo
upgrade their education

or get a diploma, These -

are o who went to
school in tha “good ol’

- days”, to which we often

compars present educa-
tion and find it wanling.

- Jtwas plso wantingin
the “good o' days". It's

time we recognize that
today's educational
system Is no worse Lhan
it was, and as far as
offaring oppariunities
for learning, it is a lot

money.
I speak of “offering
ties for leamn-
ing”, rather than how
much are learn-
ing because there Is a
difference. The differ-
ence is where the re-
sporaibility lies. The

schools are, by and

large, meeting their
responsibility for offer-
ing opportunities, This,
of course, is limited by
Moances since much of
tlmhequlpmnlnt peceasa-
ry is expenslve.

Walk into mny high
school and you'll find

computers, technical.

shops with modern
tools, business educati.

slecteic typewriters;
sclence labs with elec
tronic scales, ripple

tanks ondthe most up o

date microscopes.
. Some
computer schools
charge 1-2 thousand
dollars to teach what i
being offered In a

computer situdles course

in high school, If kids
are not Jearning, [t's not

private

-}

It is the job of leach-
eras to teach, and Lhey
do. 1t 1s not, nor should it
be, their job to run after
siudents o get them to

altend class and com-
plete or hend lnmtheir
assignments, or to get
them to béhave, That Is

(he responsibllity of thel

students, especially in
high schools, A student
who does not want (o
learn simply does not
learn. Teachers spend a
lot of time on them, only
a few change their
mind.
Tax have the
rexponsibility to
le education and

that is not done sulfl-
clently,. We need to
spread the idea that
education ta more than
training, It's learning to
identify and solve fm'
blems related lo living.
Golng toschool is only a
beginning in education,
We need tastop dump-
ing on the educational
system and especially
oo teachers because if
we don't value them,
nelther will our children

dlsciplining and "‘poli-
ticking” and lesa om
teaching.

1t cosls an average of
$1500 & year to school a
child er adult in the
public system. Il costs
two times that much in
the peivate system and
private schools dan't
spend significant lime
on discipline and they
have smaller classes.

In a probably futile
effort (o plense the

blic, the government

just spent in the

millions of dollars re-
vising the educational
opporiunities for
intermediate and senlor

" achools.

This raises the price
tng of education even
more. And it's not going
te make any difference
unless laxpayera . can
flrst convince themsel-
ves, and their children,
that education malters
and that it's worth
money to have
achools conlinue &8

rocess that should
rmw: started at home,

Eva Sansom, Acton

THIRTY YEARS AGO-President of
the Royal Winter Fair for a second
vear Is S5.G. Benneit, RR1 George-
town, one of Canada's top Scotch
Shorthorn breeders: Mr. Bennett who
has been a Georgoetown resident for 18. .
vears hns added to his Scotsdale
Farms property since the original
purchase until his acreage now totals
600 ncres along the Ballinafad Road
past Silvercreek. :

Georgelown's 1854 tax rale Is 45
mills, a 2 mill iIncrease over last year. '
Taxpayers will contribute about-
$190,000 to the publle treasury, while
gross expenditures this year are
estimated at $273,000 according to the
budget adopted at Monday's council
meeting.

Mr. and Mrs, Raymond Jones have

joined the Terra Cotta Inn staff. Mr.
Jones will be maintenance man and
Mra. Jones a wallress,
FIFTEEN YEARS AGO-A 50 per cent
jump in public school coels over laat
year was termed "an inequality” and
“a bitter pill I Intend to fight” by
Georgelown's rep on the Hallon County
board of education, Emie Bodnar, at
council. Public school costs Lo Lhe town
are scl at $691,6810, which is a $230,250
increase over last year's cosld, ,

Well wishers will giva George-
town's Juvenile hockey tearmn a boister-
ous sendofl when they depart from Lha
Georgetown station April 1 for thelr
west coast tour, )

Fifth Georgetown B Pack Cubs

took a trip to the stars March 18 when
they toured the Toronte McLaughlin
planetarium. They were accompanled
by Mrs. M.E. Servos, Mrs, Dorothy
Bodnar, Ernle Roaset, Stu Cameron,
Mrs. Clair Pelletler, Mrs. Evelyn
Owen and Mres. Terry Colier,
TEN YEARS AGO-Fober! real estale
staff included Jon Zorge, Bruce
Elmslie, Dan Timmons, Mary Jones,
Erma and Ken Derose, Helen Atkins-
on, Harold Fobert, Bob MacDonald,
Don Schenk, Millie Adams, Mary Rose
Peters, Ursula Zeldler and Fred
Harrison.

Georgetown minor atoms began
thelr champlonship round for the
tri-county league title against Millon
March28..

Wedding bells are ringing in the
village. Mrs. Ric Sales was hogless for
a miscellaneous shower at her home
for bride to be Kathryn Sinclair,

Visltors Sunday with Mr. and Mrs.
Floyd Shortill and daughters wese Mr,
and Mrs, Don McCiure of Weston.
FIVE YEARS AGO-Sixteen local
wresllers went to a tournament in
Clarence, New York, and eight of them
went undefeated. Centennial's Jim
Hall tock 13 wrestlers from his school
team and three from the Georgetown
District High School.

. Wendy Chaplin became the fourth
‘MecDonald's “Bowler of the Week"
plaque winner from Georgetown Lhis
season in the central Ontario zone YBC
competition. A senior bowler, she beat
her three game average by 230.

Approximately 9,500 atiended this
year's Georgetown International Ran.

Ry PAT WOODE
Herald Columnist

Revenue Canada officlals inform-
ed their reglonal staff in February of
the following decislon. A taxpayer
who has had a leg ummtnlu:] and
wears an artificial imb would qualify
for the deduction (line 5% of TI)
because without it the taxpayer waould
be canfined (o bed or w ir.

Simnilarly if a taxpayer wears & leg
brace to obtain some mobility and
without the brace would be confined to
bed or wheelchalr the deduction would
be applicable". This applies oaly to
permanent disabilities, -

Use the regular T2201 and answer
“yes" to questions re confinement Lo -
hed or wheelchair. Then have your
doctor add the statement, ““This:
indlvidual would be confined to bed or -
wheelchair if it weren't for Lhe use’
of ...(brace, prosthetic, etc.).” Only
these having applied for the past four -
years who were turned down have.
much chance, successfully, gettlng-
rebates for the previous four yearn. -

Many people have a similar
problem, but recently, a woman In-
Pickering decided to do something
about it. She organized a shoe swap for
people with odd sized feet and to her-
surprise, she has had a response from
people across Canada. _

At present, nlnely per cent of the
contacts are post-polios, but no doubt.
many other who could beneflt by this:
service, If you want to enquire about-
the next shoe swap, contact Inge
Shepherd at 416 294-3939 or wrile toher
at RR2 Pickering, L1V 2T9. ;

Sectlon 24 of the Ontario Human|
Rights Code permits “a reasonable:
and bona fide exclusion from employer.

roup disability or life Insurance,
nefits because of a pre-existing'
handicap that substantially increases.
the risk.'" In short, If you own :
insurance and are handica you: .
may have little or no coverage. .

This Is in contravention of the
Ontario Insurance Act. We will write:
more on this later, but for now check.
with your Insurer and personnel dept.’
for your coverage if you are a member:
of a group and are handicapped. Keep!

 thelr reply for future reference.

L4

POETS’
CORNER

from one 10
anciher

thet can't be seen,
bul Is feit

in the exchange
of a

smiie




