Musical

Ralph

legend
Ursel

chosen top citizen

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Hernld Staff YWriter
The man behind many of George-
lown's best musical memorics hos
been named the 1983 Citlzen of the
Year by the communily's Lions Club,
Ralph Ursel, one of 17 nominees for
the honor, will be ftributed at a
ginner.dance Feb. 25. Selection
commiitee chairman Ron Brecn said
Mr. Urgel was nomiinated [n two letters
received by the Llons Club after it
advertised for top citizen suggestiona
Dee. 1, '

_ Sixty-nine people endorsed Mr.
Ursel's normination as a candidate lor
Cilizen of the Year. '

A native of Stenewall, Manitoba
{about 32 "kilomelers northwes! of
Winnlpeg), Mr. Ursel came Lo George-

town via Toronto in 1954,
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- The minstrel ventures were strict-
by for fun. Mr. Ursel recalled one of the
rogd shows was performed with 2 cast
of 60 to an audience of 12, On anolher
ocecasien, a4 member "of the
Scarberough Optimists invited the cast
to a small parly following a show.

.M"We pulled up in a large Burns'
transpert truck and 60 peaple converg-
ed onn o small bungalow in Secar-
borough,” he sald. """l never {orget
the look on the hosts’ (aces.”

' MINSTREL SHOWE .

The minstre]l shows were lollowed
by o series of Pantomimes which were
perfermed annually from 1984 to 1966
and the lirst Globe Preductions also
cvalved at about the same time,
producing such hits as “Finnegan's
Rainbow'' and “My Fair Lady".

Sprinkled liberally in between
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music or theatre In llal!un Hills.

“1 was always interested In (he
piano,” the 84-year old Citizen of the
Year told The Herald last Thursday, “1
statied when I was sevien and then, like
many kids, [ quit when I was 14, I never
really touched it until i came to
Georgetown.” .

e ' CREDITS :

" . Stretching almost 30 years, his list
of musical eccomplishments and con-
tributlons in the community is almost

While mure recent residents (o
Georgelown may.be (amilisr with his
work in Geurgetown and District Hi
School musicals, and the new Gl
Production's ~"Anything Goes"
production of 1981, long time residents
recall Mr. Ursel as the man behind the
ivories In the old Globe, a serles of
panlomimes in the late 19608 and the
Rotary Club minstrel shows a few
years earller.,

~ He helped launch the new George-
¥ town Choral Soclely in 1971, and joined
BJohn Roe in 1978 io get a local arts
cottneil off the ground. =
. Mr. Ursel was instrumental -
excuse the pun — in bringing musical
productions back to Georgetown High
-l In the early 1970s. '
© He would sometimes juggle ns
‘8 many as three productlions a year. For
-¥many resldents in Brampton and
N Georgetown, “‘Rehearsal With Ursel”
was g catch-phrase which helped them
plan thelr week.,
. . MUSICAL TOWN
Y'Georgelown has always ~been
very musical,” Mr. Ursel said. ''We
(he nnd his wile, Enid, have two grown
children, Lee and Denise) came here
when Lhe town was starting (o grow.
There wers a lot of new people looking
{or sumelhing;n th: for an ;:uhlel to be
|n, Jike stage music.

mﬂmnw Club member since 1955,

Mr. Ursel musicglly directed o number
of the memorable minstrel shows the
club used to perfarm — locally and on

the road - in the early sixttes.
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these accomplishments (which found
him spending hours behind the plano or
writing and adapting scores), are
productions with the Brampton Muaic-
al Society, the Kodak Theatre Group
end -n rotlicking musical Interlude
called "“Operations ‘62" with (he
Georgelown and District Memorial
Hospilal In 1862,

or 20 years, Mr, Ursel commuted
back and forth between Toronto and
Geergelown as a chemist with CIL, In
1969, he joined the stall of Georgetown
ile he ts largely involved with
the school's music program
musician emeritus Harry Hamilion, he
continues to teach the odd science

am. .

High schoal muaicals returned in
1973 with GDHS's production of
“Anything Goes'’. ;

COACHED |

He has musically directed, prodd-
ed and encouraged students through 10
others: The Boyfriend, Godspell, Little
Mary Sunshine, L'il Abner, How lo
Succeed in Business Without Really
Trylng, Bye, Bye Birdie, Ollver, My
Fair Lady, Anne of Green Gaobles
and, most recently, Grease.

In the lnte 19701, Mr. Ursel was
involved with the Arts Plus commitiee
and later a bullding advisory commil-
tee {an advisory body to Lhe bullding
committee) which planned the library-

‘eultural centre In Georgetown. M

opened In the fall, 1981.

There are special rewards in
seging the participants of those
productions involved in larger more
ambitious projects, Mr. Ursel sald,
recalling the centributions of former
siudenis Brenda Archer and Jack
Langedyke.

Tickets for the Licns Club tribute
to Mr. Ursel are §12 per person. Ticket
inguirles con be made by calling
877-0131 or B77-3562.

The Citizen of lhe Year dinner-
dance will be held Feb. 25 at the Liona
Hall behind Georgetown's Memorlal
Arena. '

- ‘Pope ignored debate’
Coun, Sheldon say

. “Nothing has éhar-p

Laat year, councillors . was sald,”” Coun, Sheld-

- ed”, vesing Coun. arfued that previous on commented,
Pam ngwldmg sald, policies would restrict A letter from the
- referring to the pro- landusesinmanyareas Foundatlon for Agpgre-
vince's stance on aggre-  of Lhe region, because of  gate- Studies, o waltch
gates, : the need for unhamper- dog ogency which has

- The town's genernl
", commitiee Monday
. Bfreed to have the-
& gates tosk force
| siafl review the -

sources,

ed access to gravel re-

- The aggregales jssue
was & hatly debated
item when natural

focused on the provin-
ce's demand for gravel,
says the new policies
conlinue to put provin-
clzl concerns ahead of

pollcies which aro de- resources minlster Alan  those” of individual
slgned to emsure that the: - Pope visited Acton In  munlcipalitics.
- province has a consist- Aprit. - The policies, the
- ent supply of gravel for “Thoy came (o Acton, Foundation maintsins

. fulugre conatruction

listened and then simply
lgnored everylhing Lhat

In & Jan. 11 letter, fall
Conilaued on page A3 -
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By CHIRIS AAGAARD
Herald Stolf Writer
A town stofl-general

commiitee respensetn o

reporl submlitted by Lhe
Sievens property ¢iti-
zens' group maintaing
the town has done noth-
ing wrong in purchas-
ing the 2%-acre site off
Georgetown's Maple
Avenue,

And by withdrawing
from the agreement
now, the town risks
“eosily legal ramiflea- .
{ions”, the report, pre-
Monday
night's general commit-
tee report, concludes.

In a Jan. 9 presenta-

tion, the citizens' group -

delivered .a detailed
report on the process
which Jed council to buy
the land for $600,000 last
fall. .
The report suggested
that, in buying the land
for develupment pur-
poses, the town was
acting outside the
powers accerded lo Ut
under ‘the provinee's
Municipal Act.

On that busis, the
report recommended
that the town repeal the
byluw which led to the
property purchase
ynder an agreement
which closes at the end
of March,

Citizens” group chair-
man Norm Ellielt said
(following the staff re-
port) that he wasn'l
surprised with Lhe
town’s conclusions.

OPTIONS?

“"We're pleased Lo get
n wrillen response to
our submission;”" Mr.
Ellioit teld reporters
during 4 recess Monday
night, *The group will
meet shortly lo declde
where we go from
here."

-~ He. declined to say .

what options the group
has to contlnue its oppo-

Nhew

Ceprpelown

- Staff report on Stevens property

silion r.fI the Stevens

properiy purchase.

The town's general
commillee epdorsed the
staff-cornmitlee report,

Mr. Ellioit sald he
was “'noturally disapp-
olnted” that the lown
will go ahead with the
lund purchase.

. The Mauople Avenue

site was chosen over
gseveral others during

active search which

strelched over o yenr
and a half.

In a presentatlon last
Seplember, then-mayor
Peter Pomeroy explain-

ad that while the town

hopes to huild o {own
hall on the property in
the fulure, the excess
land could be sold off for
development purposes.
Revenues from  Lhe
sale would be wsed fo
offset the cost of the
administralive cenlre,
The stalf-commitiea
report countered sever-
al comments made [n
the cilizens” group sub-
mission, The report
says that council was
aware of the property
search process, cither
through members of the
building commitiee or
the committee’s mintut-
LS,
NOCOMMITMENT
Council has nat
commitied jtsell to the
development of the
property, the reporl
yiresses; nor has it
committed |tsell to ser-
vicing the Jand with
sewer and walermains.
That's o regional
responsibllity, the
report comments, and
would have lo be appro-
ved by regional couneil.
it also said ihat lot
levies may be used to
pay for larger projects
beyond the essential
services required [for
residential,
commercial and indu-
strial development.

Ambulances

collide while

responding
to car crash

Two ambulances responding to an accident
on Trafalgar Hoad near Sideroad 15 Saturday at
7:15 p.m. coliided with cach other and another
vchicle with four passengers,

There were no serlous injuries, although
smbulance driver Brian Moy, 40, of Hillsburgh

suffered minimal injuries.

The first ambulance was southbound on
Trofalgar Road, and, attempting to alow down,
struck the rear of the second ambulance which
wna moved off the road. The first ambulance then
struck the rear Jeft of a 1980 Chevrolet belng
driven by a 29-year old Georgelown woman.

: No charges were Inld by Halton regional

police.

slushy, police reported.

It was snowing and road conditlons were

The original accident lo which the ambulan-
ces were responding involved a 1977 Buick and
1977 Datsun which collided just seven minutes
carlier, cnusing minor Injuries to Wilfred Pugh,
53, of Hamilten and lsabelle Pugh, 54, also of

Hamillon.

Both were taken lo hospilal by ambulance
where they were lreated and released, _

The first vehlele was mnorthbound on
Trafalgar Road. Beginnlng to slow down for
trafflc ahead, the -driver slid into an oncoming
vehlcle [n the southbound lane. There was $1,000
damage. No charges were lald,

Sports editor

wins

best

column award

Hernld sporis edllor
Gerry Timbera was
honored by the Gniario
Communily Newspaper
Assoclation last week in
the premier awards
calegory,

Eflls sports columns
were voled to be the best
put of all the OCNA
submisslons for 1943,

Mr. Thnbers, 28, has

- been with The Herald

since ¥ebroary lasd
Hefore coming 1o

Geargetown he worked
ar a cveporier with the

now defunct Milton Fri-
Lung and the Brampton

Dally Times.

Mr. Timberzs was
judged on  Lhree
columns: & minor

hockey dispuie invelv-
lig & young boy play-
Ing away lrom home; B

GERRY TIMBERS

former Halder heckey
legend Kenl Robinson
and the financing requi-
red lo support a Benlor
A hockey franchise,
Mo will be presenled
wilh a irophy March 2 in
Teronio at a wspecial
dinner - lor award
winners,

The cilizens’ group
wis concerned thal the
consultant the town
relied on for much of its
lund search, R.A,
Nichell, also turned up
as the agemt for the
Slevens estale in the
property sale negolin-
tions with the town.

But the town report

saYs council was awire
of Mr. Nicholl's invol-
vement on behall of the
Stevens estale,

That is why Ihe town
soughl  an  additional
appralsal on the pro-

perty’d worth in Janua-

ry, 1083 and had the

ierms of reflerence estn-
blished by the town, not

the property agent, the
reporl says,

While the citizens'
group argues that the
lown may have pald toe
much for the property,
the report says the town
pald a fajr price fer the
lnnd, :

A number of points
remain to be Jooked at

347 Gueiph 81, -

. Refutes citizens’ group

by council in the future,
the report says. H il
decides to use the land
for on administrative
property’, It will have to
determine how lo dis-
pose of the rest of the
property, how it will
raise money for the
cenlre and how {o lime
the project
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An Alllston driver was unhurt Thursday alter-

noon when the gravel truck he was drilving went
through a guardrail on Sideroad 17, east of the
papermill dam. The eastbound truck was climbing
the sicep hill beyond the dam, the sir breaks [ailed

Plummets down Glen hill,
Alliston driver unhurt

[ane, through the guard-
rail and down a ¢liff 13 it
finally came 1o rest on

A 1968 dump truck
heing driven by a man
from Alliston Thursday
at 4:30 p.m, haa trouble
with the uphill grade on
River Drive at Maple
Avenue, and ended up
hy the river, resling on

ils side. -
The 2-year old driver
of the truck wasn't
injured. Damoge was
cstimated at $5,000,
Halton regional pollce
soid the driver was east-
bound on River Drive,

rolled down a steep incline on the other side. The
truck wus carrying o load of gravel.

and while going uphill
began to change gears.
The truck slowed down

'.i' L |
backwards =across the

(Herald photo)

ils side,
- There was 3100

domage to the broken
guardrail. No charges
wore [aid.

and the air broakes gave
gul, causing the vehicle
to roll backwards onle
the southbound should.
er, inlo the westbound

Mobile
family

A six month old bahy
and jls young parenis
awakened in lime fo
escape serjous injury in
the fire that destroyed
thelr mobile home Feb.
¥ ;
Shawn Mark, 20, wife
Mary, 20, and child
Krilsti were taken to
Georgelown Memorlal
Hospltal where they
were treated and
reléased for amok
inhalation. ‘

Their home, owned by
Georgetown's Wilfred
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home destroyed ,
escapes blaze

Leslie, suffered $25,000

damuage, the Haltan
ttills fire department
reports.

Materinls and boxes
piled too close to a port-
able heater in the baby's
roam Ignited early in
thi: marning.

Mrs. Mark woke up at
2:40 am. and lhought
there was a light on in
the baby’s room. When

she saw the smoke, she

realized Il was a fire,
the fire depariment
sajd.

1's French Week In Halton Hills, Page BS.

Farmers are worried over coyotes and dogs that
attack thelr livesiock, Page A2,

Sports

Six local flgure skalers caplured gaold
medals al the Peel-Halton Inter-Club finals on
Sunday. See Sporis Page Bl

Family

In a special nection atarilng on Page BS,
you'll find communily news along wilh stories on
drug awarcness, adult education and cur BIG

husiness gerles.

Entertainment

Wendy Buykes finds It more Insplring 10
work as a graphle artist in the winter. Page A9.
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House -

The mobile home was  property at Lot 20, Con-
localed on Mr. Leslie's  €ession 11,

Victimized driver
helps with arrest

A 2-year old Ashgrove man was charged
wilh impaired driving, driving with over 0O
milligrams of alechol in the blood, [failure to
remain, and was arrested Saturday mght.

The man had been involved In an accident
on Sideroad 10 and Ninth Line, having rear-ended
o 1983 Thunderbird. The driver followed him, and
when he went out of control and into a ditch at
Sideroad 5, the victimized driver called pollce who
subsequently arrested him.

Church,

Speaker for the evening |s Richard Jordon
who iz with Unwin, Murphy and Eston, Ontario
Land Surveyors. He will speak on the original
survey of the Villnge of Norval which took place in
the 1850s. Norval was intended 1o be o much larger
town than we scc it today, tivaling Georgetown in

size,

The survey was completed by a Mr. Unwin
not without n great deal of disagreement belween
the parties invelved. Fortunately, Me. Unwin kept

diaries and Mr. Jordon has access te Lhese. I
should prove to be a very inleresting evening.

Building picture bright

The building pleture intown is off (o a bright
start. Sevenicen permils {or new construction
worlh $158,575 werc Issued in January, twice a8
much as the same period last year. The most
expensive single construction projects are in the
inetitutional nnd gevernment secllon.

Officials brace

Gel rea ﬂ_',f . Over 57 t}r.ﬂﬂniﬂlllﬂ ns ir lown are
putting un a show Feb. 25 al the Haoly Cross Schoel.

The Community Open House goes on all day
(ramt 10 o.m. ta 4 p.m. and features dispiays and
exhibits, dermonstrations of speris, arts, crafts,

- hobbies, and pany rides. ;

Admissicn |8 {free and there's Jois 1o share

with the entire familly.

New playground

Students at St. Joseph's Roman Catholle
School in Acton wili be clambering all over a new
creative playground by the end of May,

Similar to the playground at the Robert
Little Public School, the crealive playground will
be epen for the use of all Aclon children.

Parents at $t. Joseph's hava raiscd $3,000 of
o total $5,794 goal. Total cost of the playground is
$11,362, Including installation costs.

The town will be respansible for maintaining
the playground,

Historical Society meet

- - Feb.- 8 {s tho pnnual meeting for the
Esquesing Historical Soclety. Election of Direct-
ors whi take place at 7:30 ot Knox Presbyterian

for trash site
selection

Officially, Halton
itls has had hitle {o say
about the ongolng study
the region Is financlng
to find & new landfill site
for Halton's garbage,

But town councillers

- and staff are sharpening
their pencils and brac-
Ing for yet ancther ln o
series of reports from
the region, this time
pointing to a number of
possible sites where
garbage con be buried.
The report s expected
at the end of the month.

Coun. Pam Sheldoa
expressed concern al
Manday night's general
commitiee meeling,
that old quarrics in
Halton Hills might ba
among the candldates
for the reglon's landfill

sile. .

However, Coun. Dave
Whitlng said that the
region is atiil far from
making a cholee in an
expensive, time-consu-
ming process for which
he [ully bluomed the
politica! ambitions of
the provinclai govern-
ment,

“Hnlten made lis
choice a long time ago,'"
he sald, referring o o
furm at onc corner of
Milton's Tremalne and
Brittanin Roads inter-
sechion.

During the 1981 pro-
vincial electlon, then-
environment minister
Harry Parrott scuttled
the reglon's hopes by
ordering a mMore

 Continued on Page A7




