What is Chnstmas rea]ly about"

H:r KARENPAYNE

What is Christmas? It
ls the gloriflied holiday
that children look for-
ward to every year.
Their faverile holiday,
of course. How many
ather days out of the

year do they get bom- .

barded wlth glits?
Christmas Is a definite
learning experience for
kida. They learn what it
means to be greedy,

We celebrate Christ-
mas in tribute to the
birthh of Jesua Christ.
Apparently, no one
knows the exnct date of
His birthdate, but most
Christians ohserve
December 25 nt Christ-
mas Day.

During the season we
celebrate by decorating
our homes and places of
business with holly,
mistletoe and the
[amous Christmas tree.

The word Christmas
COImes frum “Christes
measse'’, an early
English phrasu that
means ‘mass of
Christ”, | |

The story of Christ-
mas I8 derived from the
gospels of Saint Luke
and Saint Matthew in
the New Testament,

According to Luke, an
angel appeared and told
shepherds near the lown

of Beﬂﬂehem of the
miraculous birth of
Christ.

Matthew told how the
three wise men, or
“Magl" were lead to
this savior by a bright
slar,

- KNDOWN

CELEBRATIONS

The first known cele-

bratlon of Christmas

occurred in 338 A.D.
This {3 according to an
early Homan calendar,
It was celebrated on
December 25,

In the late 300's Chri-
stionity became the offi-
cial religion of the
Roman emplre. By 1100
Christmas became the
most important rellgi-
ous festival in Eiarope.

Puring this time Saint
Nicholas became a sym-
bol of gift-giving in
many European coun-
irics.

In 1500 Protestantism
was born. During this
time many Christians
began to feel that
Christmas included non-
Feliglous customs,

In the 1600's Christ-
mas wias outlawed in
England and in

America bhecause of
theso feelings,

Despite the outlawing
of It, people continued to
exchange gifts regard-
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In the 1800’s lwo more

customs evolved and

became popular: deco-
rating Chrisimag trees
and sending gresting
friends and
relatives,

called n Naclmento.
On January 5 the
children of Spatn- put
thelr shoes near &
window or on a balcony.
The following day Is
Epiphany which is the
last day of their Christ-

In Spain people dance
in the strects after midnight.’.

“Silent Night" and
““Harkl The Hprold
Angels Sing" were com-
pased during this iime.

In countries including
(he United Stales San-
la Claus replaced Saint
Nicholas as the symbol
of gift glving.

The Chrisimas tradi-
tion became important
lo dilferent businesses
for economic reasons,

 SELLTREES

Today companies
manulacture Christmas
decorations and sel}
trees far the occaston.
Many places hire extra
help for the Christmas
righ.

People celebrate
Christmas all over the
world.

In Spain, for example,
people dance jn the
sireets afler Midnight
Mazs on Christmas Eve.
Most Spanish homes dls-
play a Nativily scene

Christmas Candles,
made with sweet '

dalry cream & frash
country buttar.
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. THE NEW PRICE !
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mas season. This day
celchrates the vislt of
the Magi to the baby
Jesus,

According o the Spa
nish tradition, the wise
men vislt each home
and distribute gifts to all
the children in their
shoes.

In Poland the people

atlend **Pasterka”. This
means the “Shepherd's

Mass'", They then follow

the Christmas {radition
by breaking an *opla-
kek™ which is a thin
loyer of waler made of
wheat flour and water.
Naotivity scenes are
stamped on the oplakek.

The head of the lamily
holds the waler and
cach person then cats a
small piece of it. The
Christmas dinner
consists of fish, sauer-
kraut, potato pancakes
and beet soup.

So cvery different cul-

ture has its own way of
celebrating Christmas,
with one thing In
common, Christ’s birth-
day. . @
HUMBLE
Insome culluresitisa
very humble celebrati-
on. In the United States
and Canada, however, it
i3 quite the opposite.
Around Christmasz
time every year, people
basically shop in depart-
ment slores while toy
manufacturers werk all
day and reap in the

. anticipated millions.

Thig genecration of
children has grown bp
receiving toys by the
trucklond for Christ-
mas. How many of these

“kids understand why

they are being loaded
with alj of these wonder-
Mul gifts?

When vou menlion
Christmnas (o a chlld
today the first vislon
that may pop into his
head will be a new Barbl
doll or Darth Vadar Ly,
it might not be (hat hely
wonder in Bethlehem so
many centulles agn

Rﬂ::,r:le thll news:
paper! To [lod out how,
call: The Onlaric Re-
cycling Information
Service, 1-800-181-2817.
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‘sales

far youl™ |
Thal's what members

of Georgetown's Kins-

men Club are telling

peaple as Lhey prepare
for the club's annual

[ Christmas tree sale be-

ginning Dec. 2,

short of & wide selection

‘fof quality trees~642 of
them will sprout over

night ort the A and P
Parking Lot at the cotn-
er of Sinclair Avenue
and Guelph Street,
Twelve Scoich Pine
will be over eight fect
tall for churches and
homes with high ceil-
ings. They'll sell for $15
while the smaller Scolch

{ “Have we got a tree

begin

December 2

Pines will retail for $14.

Balsams will sell for
$16. Trees will be sold on
a first-come, firat-serv-
ed busis.

The annual sale,
which raises money for
Kinsmen-sponsored

" charilies and communi-
The tree sale is never .

iy projects, has been o
viclim in the past of
avernight tree thefts.
The club advises that
the people most hurt by
the loss ol trees are

. community residents
" who enjoy a number of

Kinsmen-sponsored pro-
jects, like parkettes and

the ice cleaner at Gord- |

on Alcolt Arena,
The sale will continue
until ail trees are sold.

|

Annual toy drive

The Kipetie Club of
Georgetown's apnual
Chrisimas Toy Drive s
underway once again,
with many local groups
already collecting new
or nearly new toys for
needy area children,

The Taoy Drive, held in
conjunciion with The
Good Neighbour Service
has been a Kinette pro-
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ject for - the past
eighteen years and each
year the Kinetlea are
amazed at the generosi-

.ty of local citizens,

Toys can be dropped
clf anytime at the home
of Kinette Joanne Stiles,
25 Heather Ct.,
0722) or at the oflice of
Arthur F. Johnson Real
Esiate on Guelph St.,
{(§77-5165).

CHRISTMAS PARTIES

AND

FUNCTIONS

Reserve now for your office
Christmas party-~up to 5[! people

{877-

MAKE MONEY -
WE SELL FOR YOU!

'ORGANS & PIANOS
*995° andup

FROM DEC.12t0DEC. 2]

OPEN EVERY NIGHT
10:00 AM. t0 9:00 P.M.

Christmas Candies from

) voung’s

: Downtown Georgetown

;
’ ————— | 8772761

) * W W

STARTING DEC.11
4:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m,
SUNDAY BUFFET

TUhe Gregony

TIMILL ST., GEORGETOWN
PARKING LOT ENTRANCE

873-1444

| Frag us frsi!?
\ Qpen Monday toe Saturday

9BA Main 5t. 5.
' Downtown Georgetown (@

\- B?7-1242
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BARBERS

JEWELLERS
77 Main St. South

877-3482

FREE — GIFT WRAPPING
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