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‘Best move’ for recruit

Hurrylng over {rom a
basebali game once,
Gary Pickles found him-
sell bouncing off the
walls of the Acton fire
hall thanks to his eplked
shoes.

The 24-year old flre-
fighter is as keen about
being a [lirefighter as
the day he joined.

With the Aclon fire
departmenl for just
over (wo years, Mr.
Pickles never consider-
ed being a firellghter
until it was suggested to
him by a former hoss

3 Wnrking the summer

Firefighting rounds out Acmn man'’s hﬁe

vomas

Insiitute, he works his
I‘Irtﬂghtfng around his
siudles. Five hours a
day, when he's at school
in Toronto, he cant
fight lires, but when he
comes back home to
Acton, he's ready to
rush over to the [lrehalt,

“1 was playing tnter-
county tennis cne time
and my pager went off.
Luckily It was a short
call and | was back in 45
minutes,” My, Pickles
recalled.

Most of the calls lake
only about 30 lo 45
minutes to clear up, he
said, If they are country

calls they take longer,

-at the public works de-
partment under All
Duby, he learned about
the excilement and res-
ponzibililles of belng a
firefighter Mrst hand
from the Aclon district
chief. With Mr. Duby's
encouragement, Mr,
Fickles applied.

“It's the hest mave [
ever made " he zaid
with greal sincerily. "I
really love it."

ATSCHOOL

A computer science

student at Conirol Dala

After trying to gel
nctepl‘.ed on (o the

"..with the

‘Halton Hills

ﬁreﬁghters

just because it takes
mare time tr.:- gel out
there,

Mr. Pickles lives
th uarters of a mile
from Acton siation.
Five of Lhe men live
right on Bower Avenue
and I{ tekes them only a
minute to get down to
the {irehell loc man Lhe
firnt truck.

“The danger doesn’l
bother me. | flgure il
you know what you're
doing you're pretty safe,
besides, If you get Into

any trouble there are
lots of guys out there to
hu[[‘;; you," Mr. Pickles
sald,

CONETRAINTS

Over the years fire.
fighters bulld up quite a
store of knowledge. Al-
though Mr, Pickles said
he'd like lo gsee more
Irainlng for the men, he
acknawledges there are
lime constraints and
other commitments that
make It difficult to do
80,

“I always want to
keep learning. Here,
you're always learning
new things, and thal's
whai the older guys tell
me.” he sald, "1 want to
be sure | know what I'm
dolng when I go in there.
Alter all, it's my life."

Just recently, Mr.,
Pickles got his D licence
which allowe him to
drive the trucks and
makes him a pumper
operator. He has also
learned to uze the air

ps and has taken on
responsibility for the
maintenance of a tank-
er,

“Sﬂl‘-nﬂ le think
we'rea bunp:}‘:ﬁf jerks. 1
don't know why," Mr,
Pickies Baid., ‘‘Once
they've had a fire in

' their place the;.' change

their minds pretly fast,
1 think most people are
pretty hapP;r with the
job we do.’

s

Acton’s Gary Plckles
bhas been with the
community's {irefighi-
Ilng brigade for two
:fﬂr:

Famlly suppo

The lifelong George-
town resident has been

get involved with,'' he
sald, wiping the grease
off his flngers as he

M. climbed down off &

CAL WILSON

Georgetown squad of
Halton Hills volunteer

firefighters, Cal Wilson,
25, finally made it four

months ago.

i

I, .= AR A ’

Fire MﬂrshﬂH 5 ﬂffme tackles scores uﬂmﬁm&tmns

irying for the paat Lhree

years to join,

“T think the work they
do Is good work;-it's
something, [ wanted to

truck he'd beety working
on.

A mechanic with
Burns Transport in
Georgetown, Mr. Wilson
has had a iot of support
In his new endeavor.

“My wife agreed. She
fell the same way about
il as I did, that it's
somelhing o help the
community. She stood
right behind me,”” he
said. “It helps lo have a
[ot of backing from your
wife."

If they're out some-

. where and Mr. Wilson

gets paged for a fire, his
wife understands that
he has lo leave righl
awpy., Already it's
happened that she's
been lelt stranded in a
shopping mall as her
husband drove away
with the car.

UNDERSTANDING
“She - doesn’t mind,

She underslands,” he
sajd. She called one of
her [riends toglve hera
ride.”

Mr. Wilson alzo gets
support from his boss,
Don Burns, Mr. Burns
has had other men who
were [irefighters work-
ing for him, one of them
being his son Larry
Burna.

"'We're aware that the
volunteers are an asset
to the town end we do
our bit like everybhod
else,” Mr, Bums aaid,
“There's time losl, but
the guys are prel:y gmd
about il. {m
work through thelr nmn
hours to make up for It,

Mr. Wilson sald he
doesn't respond to his
pagerevery time i* goes
off.

“1 wouldnt go i a

truck came in with

something broken on i,
say with a load of
feeight on it that had to -
§0," Mr. Wiison said. *'[
wouldn't leave because
you have o glve and
take a liltle bit. They're
good encugh tolet me go
{o fires, 50 I can't sting
them."

“We cooperate back
and forth,”” Mr, Burns
said. “[t can cause prob-
lems, capeclally in the
transport business when
a lot of jobs are rush."”

RESPECT

The glve and take
between employer and
employee Is very im-
portant and a refiectlon
of the maturily of the
\wo zides, and Lhe re-
spect each holds for Lthe
other. :

*1 think the tocal vol-
unieers do & tremend-
ous job and I'm sure
mosi people are aware
of it,"" Mr. Burns con-
cluded.

Mr. Wilson sald he
E::ed the [frefighlers

ause he had spare

- in larger urban aress,

While K may be a
volunleer positlon, a
volunieer flreflghter
faces the same dangers
his pald counterparts do

But Halton Hille' fire-
filghters enjoy their
work, and inlerest from
potential recrulls never

fags.

Funds delay expected
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By MAGGIE HANNAH
Itersld Special

Fire departmenis
which applied to the
province for granis to
‘purchase extrication
equipment may have (o
wait, but eventually Lhey
will get thelr money,

Al Dupuis, chlef of [lre
advisory services with
the  Ontario Fire
Muarshal's office, =ald
grant applications {or
1883 aruu most doubja the
annual allotment for such

purposes.,

Speaking to the Ontario
Fire Fighters’' Associati-
on at iis annual conven~
tion, Mr. Dupuls sald the
gnvernmant only set
aslde $250,000 [or grants
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on extrication equipment

in 1963 and already appli-

cations totalling %483 000
have been received.

It may take a year or
more before money Is
avallable to meet all Lhe
applicalions but they will
be paid
application is approved,
he sald,

Mr. Dupuls sald the

avince alma o have a

sle extrication kit n
cvery fire ststlon oven-
tually but it may take 10
to 12 years before Lhe aim
is met.

The provinco s now
matching municipal
funds spent on basic exirl-
calion equipment for use
in removing people {from

.......

provided the

wrecked vehicles,

The province will alm
sponsor an invitational
Internaticnal aute extri-
cation compelition at the
Onlario Fire College in
Gravenhurst next
Seplember, he gald.

Already their office has

heard from an American
team wanting to partl-

clpate and a couple of

European teams, Mr..

Dupuis said. He said slnce
the number of com
tnr: would be limited, he

pects the provinte will
ba g pIIt into reglons and a
team nccepted from each

reglen.

That would entail
reglonal competitions to
determine ithe beat team

Lo enler tho event.

Mr. Dupuls also iold the
association that the
ministry of labor's legl-
slation on a new standard
of personal protection
only Involves helmets at
this time,

He predicted legislation
seiling minlmum stand-
ards of protective
clothing will be broaden-
ed to Include coats, pants,
boots, gloves and some-

- thing for eyes but that

may be & year or more
Away.

Tests nre still on-going
to find a minimum
stundard for each ilem,

he said.
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Understnndmg
takes edge off
volunteer chores

time he wanied to put to
good use. Since he un-
derwent initial training
with the department for
three months, Mr. Wil
son has been oul to a
couple of {ires, Al times
it's crozy and other
times it'afalrly quiet, he
commenied.

"*All the guys here pull
far one another. They're
a pretty close bunch of
guys,” Mr, Wilson said.
“They take you tight in,
and don't mike you fecl
like you're an outsider.”

He plans Lo keep un as.

a firefighler as long os
he can, Mr. Wilson said,

ONLY AVAILABLE AT YOUR BENJAMIN MOORE DEALERS

GEORGETOWN DECORATING

* Kk K
GEORGETOWNS BIGGEST INDEPENDENT PAINT & WALLPAPER OUTLET

877-1872

Last week's spell of cold weanther signalled
that fall Isn't too far behind-a tlme when maony
Halton Hills residents begin thinklng about local
fall falrs.

Town enuncil last Mondoy approved the
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Fall fair season

Acton Agriculiural Smir:t}* s bld (or o beer tent
and wine and cheese parly during the acton fall
fair September 16 to 18.

‘When it’s worth a thousand words...

Save on 10 or More ﬂuahty
Colour Reprints From Negs or Slides-

REPRINTS FROM NEGATIVES

PRINTS FROM SLIDES
311" x5 | 4" x8" 3% Size | 4 Size
Reg. Price| *1.10 each | *1.20 cach | |Reg.Prica | 62*each | 69¢each
SPECIAL | 85'seach 80° each SPECIAL | 50°each 55! each

* Special Print Offer
valid Until Oct. 29/83

* Spocial Reprint Offer
Valid Until Oct. 1/83

EXCHANGE

Petal Fresh Colors and Finish
FOR WALLS, CEILINGS & TRIM

MOORE'S*®

Regal Aquavelvet

LATEX EGGSHELL FLAT ENAMEL

comthinees the beauty of a decorating flat
with the serviceabiliey of an enamel
Luxunously Oecorative —Has a soll. low sheen ap-
pearance 1hal will gnhance any or evary rogm in your
home

Highly Practical - Regil AQUAVELVET s firush 15 sur-
prsingly durable — rggistant 1@ abrasions. and has un-
behevably easy stain removal

Easy-To-Use - Flows on to a smooth, even timsh with
htush. roller or apphcation pad 5aap & waler clean-up

High-Hiding — Mos! surfaces covered i one coal wilh
no unpleasant odar dunng apphcation

CENTRE

HALTON CAMERA
- 877-4433

“Two Georgetown Locations To Serve You™
| 7.JAMES ST..

Georgetown Market Place

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

~ SERVING THE DECORATING NEEDS OF
HALTON HILLS FOR OVER 15 YEARS -

877-4193

* % %



