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In town’s early days there was no rehef ﬁreflghtmg crew'

Ace Balley has seen 28 years of service with the volunleer firefighlers.

Alf Duby

28-year veteran Ace Bailey

By ANI FEDEHIAH
Herald Staff Writer

Al one tme, it wsed 1o
ba the lown slren thal
would rouse Ace Balley Lo
actlon, Today, it's a little
brown pager tucked to hls
middle,

After 28 years of eating
smoke’, Mr. Balley s sitll
in the thick of t. The
S56-year-old Halion Hllls
volunteer firefighter says
the worst part is getting
up at 3 a.m. to put out a
{ire. then back to bed and
in to work a few hours
later, That hasn'l gotien
any easier over the years.

With three town sirens
blowing whenever Lhere
was a fire, It was hard lo
sleep through a fire call.

“They were quite loud,
and would wake up the
whole town,” Mr. Balley
chuckled. “"They used to
bring qulte a crowd out."

When he first joined,
Mr. Balley didn't awn a
car, 50 when the siren
rang, he'd either run
over, or hop on his bike
and pedal to the {irchall,

As well, the equipment
fireflighters now take for
granted didn't exiat.
There were coals and
boots, but not every man
had a breathing appara-
tus.

“Years ago we didn't
have as much safety
equipment as we have
now. Over the years
we've got more and
more,” Mr, Balley eaid,
“The breathing appara-
tus [s n must now with all
those artificlally made
things thal smoke and
knock you fat.”

DIFFERENT

Without

protective equlpment,

ficefighters In yesteryear
were o different breed,

acc o Mr. Ball
“You.had 10 bo really

(Herald photo) healthy. It scemed wo

the current

were B more hardy
breed,” he sald. “There
was nio reflefl crew. If a
{ilre jasted six hours,
yeu'd be there, Now, you

gel reileved after two
hﬂu.m..”

Injured 8 number of
times answering [flre

plode cight up through the
ceiling,” Mr. Balley sald,
“When you hear them
slart to explode, you atart
ducking because they can
go in any direction,”

Stalrs, ceilings and
floors can also be danger-
ous. Fireflghters don't

The lollowing [eature about the firellghlers uf
Halton Hills in the second In a nerles, as Hergld

reporter Anl Pederlan takes an in-depth

look at the

prablems and rewards of belng & member of Lhe

volunleer force,

calls, Mr. Balley has
nevertheless not been de-
terred {rom Hrelightinﬁ_

The worsl Injury he
sustalned while battling a
blaze ocured in a house-
flre where he suffered
second degree burns to
his face and neck and had
to spend Iwo days in
hogpltal.

Smoke had built up in
the home so that it was
ready for combustion.
When Mr. Bailey entered
by the Iront door, he et in
fresh oxygen from out-
slde, that ignited the
home, and he was thrown
back 40 feet.

Although he's been [or-
{unate never to have fall-
en off & ladder, he has
suffered ankle spralns
working in rough terrain.

To iry to lessen (he
chance " of injury, fire-
flghters work In pairs.

"It can be very danger-
ous. You never know
whal's going to happen
fromn one minute to the
next,"” Mr. Balley said.

In house fires, oerosol
cans can be a real hozard,

"I've seen lhem ox-

Acton’s area chzef remembers

Rockwood human bucket brigade

H{y ANIPEDERIAN
Herasld Siaff Writer

From the time Alf Duby
was a youngster laking
part in a bucket brigade
in Rockwood, he's been
keen on fighting lires.

“1think every boy from
the lime he's six years old
wanis to be a lireman,”’
the 25-year veleran with
the Halten Hills fire
depariment sald. “lIt's
part of growing up.”

At 62, the Aclon area
chief is still enthusiastle
ghout following the call of
the siren.

Anticipating retirement
from the department he's
served so falthfully over
the vyears since first
moving to Acton, Mr.
Duby doesn't see his
interest lessening aoy.

“I'm sure I'm golng (o

" be nosy enough to go
down to the {irehall and
see what’s going on cven
after retiring," he smiled,

it was his childhood
experiences in helping out
the Rockwood fire chiefl
that developed Mr.
Duby's invelvement in
fighting fires, and made
flrefighting & big part of
his life,

With 36 peils to [is
credit, the Rockwood
human bucket brigade
would form at the sound
of the siren to corry and
pour water inlo tweo 60-

gallon tanks on a hose

cart. Everybody who was
able, wmﬁd Eo cul and
help fill thems up,

ADDED PRESSURE

Into the tanks would be
dumped & bag of baking
soda and a jar of sufuric
acid. Together, the two

ALF DUBY

would generale the gas
that would increase
pressure in the tank so
that the waler would
come oul with some force
from the attached hose.

It wasn't until the early
fifties that Rockwood got
its first lire truck. By that
time, Mr. Duby had
maerried and left to work
[or the public works
department in Acton,

“From boyhood on, 1
hed the yen to follow the
siren and go where the
excitement was,” Mr.
Duby sald.

"HALTON HILLS
ARTS. COUNCIL

Outdoor
concerts

abound

The night shall be Mled with muslc
And the cares thel Infest the day
Shall fold their tents llke the Arabs
And as sllently ateal awny

The poel,

who penned those imortal lines,

obviously did not llve near the C.N.E. Band shell
during a rock concert, This ia indeed a musical
sunmer It southern Ontario,

A\ Y /[ ( {

~ Qutdoor concerts are (llling the night air with
the sounds of pop, rock, counlry, jazz and cven a
smidgeon of clagaleal rrnulr. The weather has

o-operated beautifull
Already we have

ao far. .
d the opportunity to enjoy

L

Working with the Acton
public works depariment
meant Mr. DBuby had to be
on call to man the two
pump houses whenever
there was a (lre. Water
was Inreservaoirs Lthen. As
he became aequainted
with the Acton firefight-

- ers, he was asked to join.
When he {lrst becnime a -

firelighter, Acton had two
pers and an antique
Studebaker. The town's
population was 2,200. It's
grown 1o 8,000 since then.
.. With the ,increased
population, nnturall}r
encugh, calls to the stati-
on have multlplied.
Whereas before [lre-
fighters would never be
called for car accidents,
the trend now seems Lo be
otherwise, Mr, Duby aaid,
""They figure, I guess,
when they call you, that
you have the equipment
lo rescue a Ltrapped
person and the knowledge
of first aid and resuscita-
ticn so Lthal you'can help

* until others come along,™

Mr, Duby said.

With the ambulance
service centred in
Georgetown, the [ire
depariment fills a real
need in Acton until others
con come along end carry
on. Also with Falry Lake
there, there’'s more
opportunity for resuscl-

tator calls lﬂ the fire
department in the case of
drownings.
MORE WATER

With tank trucks able lo
hald up to 2,500 gallons of
water, fire departments
no Iungur have (o use
water sparingly, even in
rural areas.

in the past, firefight-
ers would have to hunt for
a pond or stream f{rom
which to draw water with
o porinble pump. In the
winter it was tougher
[inding moving water.

“We've had 2 good
croas-section of fellows
who know the area so
we've always been very
lucky,'” Mr. Duby said,

noting there were never .

any sireet names or house
numbers when he first
started. :

Although there have
been many big fires over
the years, each {lre's
different and it doesn’t
matter how small or big,
they're il serious to
those involved, Mr. Duby
sald. -

"We lry Lo get across to
each firefighter that
regardless of what's there
they respect it because
that's somebody's [ifesay-
ings. When we leave, we
don't talk about what
we've seen,’’ he sald.

The men working with
him are all there because

stars of the magnitlude of Anne Murray, Betle
- Midler, Slimon and Garfunkel, Lou Rawls, Buddy
Rlch, Ben Vereen and many more, Still to come are
ihe Ilh'.es of Paul Anka, Harry Belafonte, America,
Peler, Paul and Mary, Hall and Oates and countlesa

others.

Not quite gualifying as an outdoor production,
but not your average indoor show eilher s the
Canadien Opera Company’s production of The
Barber of Seville in the tent at Harhour Front. This
abridged verslon of Rossinl's well known opera has

recelved mixed reviews.

From opera to acid rock with everything In
betweets, there has truly been something for every
taste this summer, In fact there may even be Loo
much. The entertalnment! dollar can nnlgl streich so

far. Some of the concerts are going as

gh as $22,

Granted most are less, bul even at $10, Il can be an

expensive even(ng.

There {3 one outdoor show which i: abeolutely
free, 1t 18 nol a8 musleal production, but rather a
dramalle one. I'm rpefering to the Toronto Free
Theatre's production of “A Midsummer Night's
Dream in High Park. The magic begina at 8:18,
Wednesday to Sunday until August 14. It all takes
place jusat east of the Grenadier Restsurant.

The works of thirty-flve Ontaric student

craftsmen will be display

at “‘Crafts of the World,

Kaleldoscope '83", in the Hartrla,llt Cenlre's Nature

Art and Photography Gallery, dail
{o October 9, 1963, The Kortright

from August 15
ire Is the only

place in Ontario lo exhibit (he entire show.

To see the cralts at the Kortri
Klelnburg, go nerth on Hwy 400 to
Drive, weal lo Pine ':ll":ll
ﬂ".'

Kortright is open

t Centre, near
Hlkan:iu
Drive, then south.
10a.m. lc.40 p.m,

For {urther lnfnnnnunn cm!.lcl Melro Reglon

Conservalion, at 861-8600.

they want Lo help others,
and because of that atti-
tuda, they're looked up Lo
by townspeople, L.
Duby said.

“You've got to be use-
ful, The day 1 felt I
couldn’l help, I'd quit,”
he sald. "'l feel o man has

to pull his welght."

know if they'll cave in or
will support themn. Ofien
after the blaze is over,
they'll marvel at how
lucky 1boy were,

One hair-raising exper-
lence Mr. Bailey had
occurred 20 years ago
when o rallroad car
rolled oand two people
were trapped in the cab-
oose, requiring aid to get
out. However, in trylng to
get them uul firefight-
ers discovered them-
gelves coming eye to eye
with five box cars ol
steers which had escaped
and were running around
in the dark, The steers
were on thelr way to the
stockyards {n Torento.

“That was quile o
night. They were all over
the place, in people's

bockyards,” Mr. Balley

tr.t\"."'k

\’utunttfr ﬂr:ﬂ;hun were kept busy Friday mumlng at Halsey's on Goelph

alreet when Mre broke out,

laughed, **1 don't think ')
ever forgel that call,"
Employed for the paat
40 years by Smith and
Stone, Mr. Balley apprec-
iates the suppart the
company has given the
lewn's [refighters. He
said al one time 18 Smith
and Stone’ employces
were on Lhe lire depart-

ment, and now he's the .

only one on staff,

“I'm dolng my bit for
the town. Some people do
it by golng In to be &
hockey coach,” he
shrugged. *'I ge! salisfac.
tion frem doing some-
thing for the town."

DRY CLEANING

SAME DAY DNY CLEANSHG SERVICE

MONOAY TOFRIDAY

877-0387

HALTON HILLS SHOPPING CENTRE

DENTUHE herapy CLINIC
J. Kohari, D.T.

122 Guelph St, on Hwy. 7
Georgetown

phone 877-8974

HALSEY'S WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND
THE GRACIOUSNESS OF THE ONTARIU
GOVERNMENT. WE ARE QOF FERING
TIOSE WO COULD NOT TAKE
ADVANTAGE OF THI ONTARIO SALES
TAN BUDGET BREAK OFFERED BY
THE GOVERNMENT. YES, WE ARE

" OFFERING YOU A 2 WEEKS
EXTENSION. YIS, ONLY UNTIL
AMGUST 20. OFFERED EXCLUSIVELY
BY HALSEY'S. SO WILY PAY THE SALES

(CHAHRTERED ACCOUNTANT
L

Phone (116)877-0109

7 Weslevan Sireel, Georgelown, Dmtario
' L1G 2E2

 GERRE ELECTRIC WHOLESALE
LIGHTING CENTRE

“Where old- lastioned quality & service
meets all of todays lighting needs.™

«Large seiection

«Lighting exparts on hand

»Extra discounis lor
house orders

«full range of electrical supplies

317 Armstrong Ave. 877-2264

The Optimist Clubs of North Halton prasent

TV BINGO

Starts: Tues. Sapt 6, 1883
and each Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.

Tune In To: Halton Cable 4 (Chn. 4)

Al proceeds to Youth & Cormnmuumity
Sorvices in North Halton

TAX ON YOUR NEW WATERBED .
WHEN WE WILL! STOP AT HALSEY'S
AND TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THE MANUFACTURER'S QUALITY
AND PRICES NOBODY CAN BEAT.

SEE YOU AT HALSEY'S FOR OTHLER
GREAT DEALS! REMEMBER THIS
OFFER BY IIALSEY'S [S VALID

ONLY UNTIL CLOSING

SATURDAY, AUGUST 20,

sowhy pay taxon your waterbed

FAIRVIEW PLACLE
HURLINGTON
639-554] _

LIMERIDGE MALL
HAMILTON
IR 70090

EASTGATE SQUARE
STONEY CREEK
578-0166

GEORGETOWN STORE
265 GUELFH 5T.
GEORGETOWN
B73-1607

HOPEDALE MALL
OARVILLF
K27-5541]




