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Halton’s History

1884 marks beginning
Bell’s ‘social chats’

by WALTER LEWIS

Herald Special

The opening of the Bell Telephone
exchanges in Georgetown and Acton in
November of 1684 was greeted almost

~casually. The Acton editor reparted a

salisfactory *'socinl chat™ with his
Guelph counterpart and went on in the
next iasue lo complain that nothing had
been done Lo {ix o street lamp broken

- sometime previous by Bell's carefess
employecs,

But why should anyone, ot least in
Acton, get excited about the arrival of
the Bell menopoly, when just two years
before (his another telephone had been
invented locally?

Aclon’s Early Days attribules the
Inventlon to Cy Stafford and Bob Hae.
While Rae was never mentioned in the
conlemporary accounts of the new
wonder, shertly after it was patented,
he did take slx months leave of absence
from his post as the Grand Trunk
Rallway station agent. Most of the
credit, however, was heaped on Cyrus

. V. Stafford, a 23 year old teamster,
who announced his patent jn December
1882,

Other men mentioned In connect-
lon with the new enterprise included
Henry P. Hill, who came home from
Buifalo to manage the office, and
A.H. Selwood and James Matthews,
who took up the rights to market the
new product.

ACOUSTIC TELEPHONE

While the *Stafford Acouslic Tele-
phone’” ultimately failed to be competi-
live beeause it couldn™t be integrated
into the general telephone network, It
certainly toeck the edge off the enthus-
jasm  with which Bell 'was Jater
prected.

The new Bell agencies had been
established in McGarvin's Drug Store
in Aclon and J.H. Jackson's statlonery

and furniture shop 'in Georgetown. -

Within a year these men had Instatjed
14 phunes in Acton and abl of 20 |n
Georgetown and Glen Willlams. The
new service was principally a business
tool, Aclon having only two residential
nstallntions, at W.D, Beardmore's and
H.P. Moore's and Georgelown three,
John &. and Joseph Barber and G.S.
Goodwillie.

It is not surprising that the Barber
brothers so readily took the telephone
Into their homes, Apart (rom theip
ploncering wurk with electrificalion,
just before the Acton version of the
teleplione was announced, they had
petitioned Bell 10 establish o local
BRency,

In both pluces the medical men
were enrly subseribers, as were the
rallway companies, manufaciurers
and newspaper offices. Thus it is not
surprising that the major advantoge
was sceh to be the direet communicai-
ion with Guelph, Hamiltan, Toronto
and other conaunities,

By 1892 Bell hours were from B

a.n, loBp.m. Monday to Salurday with

¢an phane 416-823-7565.
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St. John's United:
Church Is holding an ann+
ual spring falr and silent
auctien May 7. The fun
and fellowship starts ot 10
n.m. and contlnues uniil 4

T,
g A lisl. of the sllent
nucilon lems will be
available al the church
office afler May 1, Call
-877-2531 for more Inform-
ation,

Every Night At The Movies

Most children like to be fti-
ghtened by horror movles.,

* Friday

Stalfing the switchboard in Hallon Hills: two o
enterpristng Acton inventors deserve the honor for first
bringing IIm telephone to north Hallon,

inlal—

Roselands Junlor Public School will be holding

= roomalis

Mon.-Thurs,

Saturday
101 GUELPH ST., GEORGETOWN
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# St. John’s spring fair

Associate

Tax Consultants

. INCOME TAX RETURNS DONE

9:00 a.m.-5:30 pm.
'9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m,
9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.

8772217
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;heirﬁmhmmiun Saturday May 23 from 2 p.m. untl}
p.m,

Those requesting more ‘information for the
reunion at the achool on 200 Jane Street, Torento,

Kelso Conservation Area
presents A Am : :
THIRD ™+&
ANNUAL - I.
KELSO TROUT

FISHING DERBY

Sat. May 7th and Sun. May 8th
7:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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Ouick. Ronaid] Catch Bhat leprochaue for his pot of l‘.‘
goid! He'n » make-Defieve off from Irsh kol shork

AT b

Regisiration: $3.00; $2.00 .

-
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[ for privaie lines, say from home to  come to the Hornby, Ashgrove arca PI'IIEE__ TAKE A TOUR wn'] M{: nnﬂal'd's'n T'ﬂlﬂuﬁiw
5 office or factory, or from hotel ream to Gntil an independent company was get * LARGEST FISH each day (Jumor & Semor categuiwal = Gm cer”ﬁ IE
»  front desk. To demonstrate its value g up almost 25 vears after Bell storted * BEST MESS cach day (Juresr & Sener catrgorws) OF M DON ALDP S cates MAME .o .
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+ Limehouse gathering * Snack Bars At the Bang-0-Rama
¥ : . o For more information: (416) 878.5011 877-0221 Georgetown Fairgrounds
v _ LAST WEEK'S WINSKERS SHmLEY LOUISE ) .
' Scouting World’ film (S s S LS Monday, May 23
: onservation Authority ‘1 23CuslphSt. 20 McGllvray Cr, 14 Stockman Cr,
: ‘ . Goorgetown Beomet Jﬂ Aol Sponsorad by Georgetown Oplimists
; By JEAN LAYMAN thanked each and every- : - ~
Herald Special ane for the time spent X
“Scouling World™, the providing good programs,
first segment of o serles _Iraining and felfowship
_ of films was shown to for the boys.
Ima-versi Eubsr ;mu!a. hfﬂ'hﬂﬁ EEI"'."irIE the 0 en
- wventurers, leaders, par- dinner recclved a good ¥ f p ;
- ents and guests @l the roundof applause, as well
nml pﬂmn[ ﬂnd 50N as hirﬁ-: IIﬂ““ﬂh i.md hin‘h Monda |
banquet for 1st Lime- - Owen. Me. HU prosented n
house Scouling group. Bifts 1o Mrs, Hannah and
‘The films were shown in ~ Mrs. Owen for a job well : Through
St. Alban's Church hall dﬂﬁf- oy
Thursdny evening, o Anstriet Commissloner ' g '
A sumpmmrnf dinner ~Jolin Sharples iis very - Fr |dav
was enjoyed by all, put on - ~ Pleased (o present scoul-
by Elaine Hannah and ers John Grace and Den- tll
Evelyn Owen In charge. nis White wilh their Part - ; n |
- Group committee Three parchment for ; - , :
i chatrman Tom Hill wpl- their Wood Badge. | B " i
v This was followed by Mr. Pennis White whe had 3
1 Hill giving Thanks with two TV sets to show 0 - s ee 00 a ues '
.| the blesaing. : ‘Scouting Warld" =

Mr. Hill introduced g,
head table guests which
included Mrs, Cannon,

resident of the Women's
fatitute (the Inatitute be-
ing the sponsor for Isi
Limghouse}, Gord Doug-
las president of North
Halton Distriet Councit,
Darren Hill, Jean Bel.
shaw - District Service
Team, John Sharples -
District Commissioner,
Jean Layman - Public
Relatlons Officer, San
Booth - Venlurer Co-ord-
Inator, scouter Dennis
White, son Robert White,
and scouter Gerry Fish,

Mr. Hill introduced all
section leaders . and

.meets the
" nutritional
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MILL RUN
| HICKORY

(Plywood Backing)
Reg. $9.95
TRY TR
| Cco-0P

SPECIAL

DIRECTORY

HOLY CROSS
ROMAN CATHOLIC

CHURCH
224 Maphe Ave,

Baorgelown
PASTOR
Fathet Davy Cota
AS3T. PASTOA
Fathet Coa O'Mahony

. MASSES
Saturday: 7:00 p.m,
Sunday: 8 a.m., 10a.m.

and 12.00 nogn

For inforrmetion calt

Prefinished
Panelling

NOW OPEN!

This Weekend

Attend The
Church of

Your Choice

Hi-Boy Puppy Food
An gasy to digest puppy food that contains the nutrisnts
necessary for the first, crucial lwelve months — extra
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VISIt OUfF garden prr;'-jtu'in-fﬁr strong muscles, calcium for strong bones ‘

. ‘ and teath, ;
HHE%%HUE [ "y |ﬂl’;ﬁeggiz[z?lgﬁ C0-0P’s 18 ‘
- P oW -0P’s 0 “Visit our new :

c } i
i GEORGETOWN - - - and @ CALF GROWER -

farm counter. We ;

Edwia b, Milched ALLIANCE’ Hi
maes-men || it C“mpertiggj RATION carry a complete
— e Byt line of specialty

Family Bibla School

11am.&6:30pm. gy OPEN UNTIL steam-tlaked -grains. - |
Bibdical Preaching - mpiﬁTT’i i v g:uu P.H. Spﬂﬂlﬂﬂy Mformulatad 1o m M’Wﬁ
. TVEOATE “EALL: 8779816 MON-FR). start your calves off right. chemicals, etc.

i

AR3-3923
Mosning Servicy 1140 a.m.
Sunday Scheel  9:.45am.

' Praye: & Blbia Study
Youth Racreation
Bays - Glels Clubs

;lhllt-'l-ﬂl:--

LI UNITED CO-OPERATIVES OF ONTARIO

A CpOH OF il CitR 1AM &
MESTADRARY ALL LAMCE M CANADE

Ladies Missions

Littie Charub Nures Evening Service 630 p.n.
JOONTHL ¥ ry Wadnesday Prayerd | | - :m;m
Aduft Fatlowships Matfing 7:00 p.m. MONBAY-FRIDAY 7 :30 a . I'I'!.-Q . 00 p.m_ 8 7 7-2 2 7 1 | Rach :

SATURDAY 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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