i
By ANIPEDERIAN
Herold Stalf Wriler
Ron McKnight, 33, got
bis driver's licence on his
h{rt.hd:y last year, Apcil

Hu s wanted his licence
ever since he was ten, he
sald,

Mr. McEKnight's dream
look & long {ime coming
Lrue.

Born with cerebral
palsy, his legs aren’t of
any use (o him when It
comes to driving. In 1985,
he underwent surgery to
tuse his knee joints. The
pperation allows him,
withaout leg braces, to put

" some welght on his legs,
enough (o walk short -
stances with crutches, but

not enough for ing
the standard gas umnke

pedal.
. How doea Mr. KcKnight
drive without the use of
his legs? Ha uses hand
conirola instead, For an
E::ﬁisht A e
s ercury
Zephyr was ada

" With his left hand, 1&;
H\‘.‘Hlliﬂ,htﬂn operate
gas and brake pedals,
high and low.beam lights,
signal lights and horn.
The
a ﬂt extends rom
the steering wheel
column. By the
rod down townrds his
5 the gas. By pasting the
0n .By ng
i'odltrglli;ht back, he puts
on tha foot brake.

;i DOWN PAT
. "It was difficult at first

tionts are pll cnn

Days of waiting for rides over

knob fs unlawiul exc
for the physically ha
ca ;
“It makes mo a lot
more independent,”’ Mr.
McKnight said. "It was a
nice birthday present Lo
have my driver’s
licence.”

Before that, he got
around thanks to [tlends,
relatives and taxl cabs.
Actively involved in the
Rotary © Club, minor
hockey, baseball and
other organizations, Mr,
McKnight used to have to
wait for somebody to
come plck him up and
drop him off before,

EXPENSIVE

“I've hun using taxis
for 30 ge years. I can
remember taking a taxi
to school every day,” he
pald. "“In those days It
was 35 cenlts to go any-
where in town. Nowr 1i'a §1
right off the top and ten
cents a kilometre. When
you add it up it gets
expensive.'”

Employed as dispatch-

getting used to the feel of JESK L

the controls, but now I've
utumduwnpat"!b!r
. McKnight sald with a
smile. He got his licence
on his (irst try, he said

5 T._I:lm-h ulnh; a special
control on sicering
wheel which allows him to
steer with one band. The
ooe-hand wheel spinner

or at. the town's works
offices on Trafalgar
Road, Mr. McKnight
drives to and from work
every day, parking his
car in the spol specially
designated for the hendj-
capped.

"There are a lot, of
people too lazy to walk
any great distance who
pull inte handicapped
parking spaces,'” Mr,
McKnight said. "Hopeful-
ly Lhis problem will be
solved with time."”

Along with the new car
stickers this year were
issued special licence
plate stickers for the
handicapped, which Mr.
McHKnight hopes will help

golve the parking situa-
tion by making it easler Lo
gpot offending vehicles
parked Ip spols for the
handicapped.

MORE MOBILE

“I would strongly re-
commend anybody with a
physical disabllity who
wants {o be more mobile
should at lenst inquire

* ging on

'No better birthday gift
than drivers’ licence

about taking drlving
instructions with & guall-

fied vehicle and instruct-

or and ‘check It out with
their family physiclan,”
Mr. McKnight said. *I
know it's the best thing

I've ever done."

The majoril ! of handi-
on ﬂ'thmr

cagup or ActiVan for gett-
ing arcund, he sald. He
called ActiVan “a God-
send” for people with no
other means of {ranspor

tation available to them.

Having your own
driver's licence means
you're no longer limited
to the hours ActiVan runs
or having to book outings
in advance, Mr.
Mcinlght noted.

"“"Personally, Ilike todo
ns much as 1 can for
myself. I don't ke impo-
people,” he said,

Soom It will be Mr.
McKnight's frst aoniver-
sary as a driver, some-
thing he's sure to ccle-

Plriin; lpu-tlfnr llu hlndiupptd are mlrhcd In many plun ind munle!
However, & lot of people too lazy to walk pull Into these spots, and block them up from
use by the hapdicepped, Ron McKnight (right) sald. The aew licence plate atickers
designating a car driven by or carrylng a bandlcapped person should make it easler for
police control of parking abuses. Jack Beer says awareness of the needs of the
handicapped is improving the sltnatlon.

plllﬁl‘-l. |

{Herald photo)

Workshop stresses communication

Handwapped make T
careful drivers

By ANI PEDERIAN
ierald Staff Writer

It takes driving [nstrue-
ler Jack Beer all of eif:t
minules to convert his
four-deor Plymouth
Volare sedan Into A CAr &
handicapped person can
operate safely.

The 49-year old man
has been a driving
instructor for elght years,
alarting up with private
lessons until he set up his
own driving schoo), Basic
Technology Systems
(DTS) on Georgelown's
Guelph Street,

Besides teaching high

gchool students In
Georgetown and Acton,
Mr. Beer has recently
become interested in putl-
Ing the handlcapped
bohind the steering
wheel.

Investing $525 in special
equiptnient that makes his
car operatable by some-
cne with
paralysls on one side of
the body, Mr. Beer has
taught four handicapped
people to drive,

"“"The handtcnpﬁm

generally make exce
ﬂﬂm“?ﬂ: Mrm Baeri lﬂid
ad “ “ m
hard, harder than the
average persen, o get
their Hcence."
- He said it takes them a
liltle more time to leamn
to drive, with the biggest
diffcultles belng parking
and backing up. In
general, thess maneuvers
are more diffieult
because the handicapped
can't turn in the usual
way, Mr. Beer sald. In
somo cases, extra mir-
ors have to be fitted.

“Handleapped drivers
not only have to work
harder to get their
licence, but alse to keep
thelr licence--to keep
[rorn traflic violstions
and aecidenis—~because
they have a lot more to
lose if they lose thelr
licence,' Mr. Beer said.

“There's no doubt
about it that the freedom

Sexuallty more than the physical

BrEHHIE AAGAARD
+ Herald Slatl Writer
* We've Jost touch with
what sexuality should
mean &nd that's having
an adversa effect on the
way we deal with people,
upechilr those closest to

Th:l theme was woven
into a special, day- lmg
at the

Willlams town hall Snlnr
day.
" Sponscred by the North
Halton Social Planning
Councll, the workshop fo-
cuned on *Sexuality in the
Later Years”. But In
doing %o, sex therapist
Jaye Larry and addlc-
tion counssgllor-nurse
Linda Longrman chose a
broader, more enlighten-
ed view of “sexuality”’.
 YSexuality is another
dimension of the buman
being.' Mr. Larry told
‘The Herald, siressing
that it's not slmply a
ysical way of express-
ourselves,
COMPROMISE
“It's a way of commu-
nicating with two people,
the way we compromise

In a relationship to find

things that give us baoth
pleasure. By it, we tend to
woeed out what @ not
necessary in a relation-
ship.

*Sexuallty is not some-
thing we gain as we grow
elder,” Ms. Longman
added. *'It. starts from
infancy and we take it
right on through life as we
learn values which wlll
~ affect our rejationships

. By the time a bﬂb‘f is
twn years old, Mr,
mmmmtzd sexual “‘imi-
printing’' ({from how
others deal with the child
as boy or a girl), Is 8o

that the chlld's
aolentlal as a “'lotal male
or a total female" Is
already lald down.
' Imprinling from others,
plus the environment in
which we live, builds our
sexualily, and our sexu-

ality ‘determines  guch
thinga aa how we speak to
a girl or boy, a man or a
woman,

. Our sexuality lets us
know when we are attrac-
ted to cother people. A
pictogram glven to work-
shop particlpants detalled
how a relationship forms

and where it's moat likely |

to fall apart.

CONFLICT

First, there's a period
of insecurity and conflict
as we welgh our sexual
values with these of our
new friend.

The period of conflict
fades inlo communicatl-
on, but the way we
commiinicate, whether
we chooss to be bread and

vague or ‘'‘deep”

longevily of Lhe relation-
ship.

“*Broad’" disclosure
leads to game playing,
which leads {o one or both
pariners ending up hurt
and distressed. For
solice, partners may tum
Lo drugs or alcohol before
Lhe relationship crumbles
completely with a physic-
al or emotional zepara-
tion, 1

“Deep” disclosure is a
more esi route In
which a couple puts all of
ils corda on the table. The
relationship, while not
neccssarily (ree of pro-

blems, is sustained hy iin

frankness ' and honesly
and a in can be over-

come ugh compro-

mise. ,
TOUCH
One way we've let our
sexualily lapse I8 In our
use of touch os commu-
nication, All i{oo often,
Mr. Larry pointed out, we
touch only when we want
pex, not as a matter of
general, affectionate
communication.
We don't use touch

becauxse we are afrald of -

pessing on the wrong
messages. We pul

" L] e I-r R R
B N i E A e b A Ml

and.
honeat, will determine the

distance between uurﬂth*

these distorted values lo

es. and our children and their children, -~ -

they, in turn, pass on

During the

afternoon _

workshop sesslon, parti-
cipants walched = -film

Continced on page All

THE OLD GLEN MILL IS:

OPEN FOR BUSINESS

JOG INTO SPRING

ens

SPORT SOCKS

80% Orlon
20% Nylon

white or
coloured

Ladles & Girls

LEG WARMERS

Pink or
white
sparkile

Mens

99

Pair

- gelectad and

paraiysed legs or -

of driving your own car s

more important for the -

handica than for the
person

can walk to
thé bus stop.”

The handicapped have
fo be assessed a8 lo the
nature of thelr difficulties
and a smitable vehlels
adaptive
controls Installed, he
sald.

E:tud:ut Ron Hcl{n!ght,

alysed In his legn,
uut licence after three
months of driving lesaons
with Mr. Beer. He drives
a 1982 Mercury Zephyr
with speclal hand controls
for the gas apd brake
pedals.

""This car gives me lola
of room to get o and out,"”
Mr. McKnight said.
“There's no wity [ can get

into compact cars Like a

volkswagon."

With bis legs stiff at the
knoes due ta fusion surge-
ry at an early age, Mr
McKnplght mansuvers
himself into the driver’s

seat, and swings hin legs

in under the sleering
column., He throws his -

crutches in beslde him,
until it's time to get out.
Mr. McKnight mu the

first handicap
MrBurt: t,

Juck is a very patient
man. I{ was a new expe-
rience for me and for him.
Wo both fearned,” Mr.
McRnight said. “If
waan't for Jack Beer, I
just wouldn't have my
driver's licence Loday."

ﬁllﬂuﬂm required of
instructors work-
with the handlcapped.
Mr. Beer thinks thers
should be.

“A person who isa'l
sensitive to the needs of
tha handicapped s going
te demolish the student
and jose them, expecting
thern to behavs in the
usual way, which they
can't,’” Mr. Beer sald.

For the first lime, a
seminar is being organiz-
ed on driver training for
the handicapped, he sald.

It's to take place this

wmmer.
There 2n't an t
danger in hnvlnﬂr hm

ca poople oo the

wouldn't be there if they -

weren't able fo comtrol
their vehlelcn safely
through traffic. There are

many lcenced drivers
who provide a greater
menace on the road
because they don't wear
their glasses or haven't
had their eyes re-examin-

ed since they got their

licence, he said.

“With all dus regpect
for - peopls with handi-
caps, usially thelr other
senses aro more finely
tuned, like a deal person
would have beiter vision
80 that his hnn:limp is
compeénsated for r
belter use of his aval
able senges,' Mr. Beer
sald.

ﬂu-!lnned on plgl A
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nﬂ-mg Is pri , McKaight doosn't oy

lightly. Licenced last April, the 33-yenr old driver has
wanted to drive since bhe was ten, Born with cerebreal
palsy, ks has no use of his legs and had his car instalied
with special hand conlrols for the gus and brake podals.
Mr, McKnight got hls licence on his first try, thanks io

‘patient tralnlog by nsiroctor Jack Beer.
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Patterns

GET ONE

FREE

At equal or lower cost

SPRING
FABRIC

GEORGETOWN
FABRICS s77.2677 _

Georgetown Marketplace

the olde

Hide House

ORCYCLE
ERS

A complete selection
of quality jackets,
pants, chaps, vests,}
gloves and boots,

Styles to fit the taste
and budget of every

R rider.

Jackets..$129

Summer Hours: Sun.-Wed, 11-7, Thurs.-Sat. 11-10

.l

DRESS SOCKS'
°9

Palr

& oA

Wild party

An 18-year old man called for police help when
a party he'd thrown at his parenis’ Mary Gtreet
humennt out of hand and there was $1,500 damage to
the house intericr, 1 a.m. Saturday. '
Windows were smashed and carpets soiled
t the house, Halton reglonal pollce raid.
Nine officers arrived on the scenes and
1 disbanded the 150 people gathered at the home,
. An 18yvear old man was arreated for
'assaulting police and for underage drinking. He'll
+appear In Milion lal court April 11,
1 Police sald an impaired drivi.ng charge was
‘also Jald against another party-goer
- Police sald: the parents were nwuy and the
' party had started at 8 p m. Frldur night.
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Reflections
Art Gallery

NOW OPEN

Featuring
Local Artists

irreguiar
«Brown
=Navy,
*Qray
»Beige

s GLEN MILL.

OLD
h, Sun. 12 1o d4:30

HOURBS. Tups.-Sat. 10 1o
586 Main Street, Glen Willicons 877-1351

Also visit. ...

.ﬂL. The "3 &
ﬁRTISRH :
VILLAGE

P g ——————- n,—-—-;.-_-

49 Eastern Ave.
ACTON
(519)853-1031
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