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From the Ottawa Durenu
of The Herald

Aboul a year ago, when
Bramplon-Georgetown
MP John McDermid was
getting rendy for another
day of work on Parlia-
ment Hill, the fire alarm
in his apartment here
went off.

Looking out Into the
haliway, Mr, MeDermid
found the corridor f{illed
with smoke. The apart-
ment next to his was on
fire.

He ran down the hall,
grabbid the fire hosze and
raced back with [t to wet
down the opartment. Un-
fortunately, the hose was
40 fect too shott and Mr.
McDermid ended on his
fanny.

Anyway, tomakea long
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5 MeDermid seeks tax break for firefighters

. A year after fire damaged his Ottawa apartment, MP pushing for 31,000 tax deduction for our volunteer firefighters

story thori, there was a2 '

total of $4.000 smoke
damage done to his apart-
ment. His dry cleaning
_bil} was no joke.

“1 can now appreciale
the domage done to the
personal belongings of
people who go to fight
fires,” Mr. McDermid
told the Cammons recent-
Iy.

The MP has a private

mombers' bill before
‘Parliament which urges
the government g amend
the Income Tax Act lo
allow volunteer fircfight-
ers o $1,008 deduction on
their tax returns for ex-
penses incuwrved in the
exercise of their duties.

This allowance would
be used to offset things
like dry cleaning bills.

200 Gueiph Gtreat
Georgetown, Ontario

EXCELLENCE AWARD
IN CUSTOMER RELATIONS:

While only 12 to 18 years old, members of Oakviile's Ellzabeth
Poi¢rson Dance Company displayed some outstanding professlonal
talent at the compeny's performance in the John Elliott Theatre
Saturday night. There were two different productions for the audlence:
the first was an Interestinglychoreographed performance of Prokof-

The current exemplion is
$300. For many years, it
wius only $300 a year.

It mny scem like a
small malter to bring
hefore a national legisla-
tive assembiy, but Mr.
MeDermid underiined the
vitnl {mportance volun-
teer firefighters play in
small communities. ?

“The town of . Hallon
Hills is divided inlo two
areas,” he sald, "In
Goorgetown there are 45
volunteers and in Acton
there are 35, These people
are so well recognized in
Georgetown that the
cntire volunteer fire
brigade was named citiz-
¢n of the year & few years
ago,"”

Every volunteer [ire

fighter in Brampton gels

the HERALD [z
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$40 & year to cover clean-
ing and the wear and tear
on ciothing, Mr.
McDermid said.  In
Georgelown, veluntecrs
receive $1,500 a year (or
cleaning and gas expens-

Brompton's brigade an-

swers an average of three
to 10 calls a month. In
Geargetown the depart-
ment answers about 17
cabls i month,

The 3500 special allow-
ance is not enough, Mr.
McDermid said, "Volun-
teer {ircfighters arc not
casy to recruit. Every
‘ndvantage we can give
must be given to those
interested in becoming
volunteers and to those
nlready fighting a very
serious threat to us all-

fires.

“We chnnot afford to
lose these voluniecrs and
the serviée they provide,
It Is about time the
Incame Tax Act adegual-
cly recognized thelr valu-
ablé gervice to alt Cana-
dinng.” -

Inerecasing the lax
exemption would cost the
national treasury osbout
$i1 mijllion in fost tnx
revenue, Mr. McDermid
calculates,

“Just to put that In its
perspective, for most of
us $11 million is a lot of
money but the f{ederal
govermment
million Inther time it tokes
to hold Questlon Period -
$0 milllon in 45 mimiles,

“We are asking for a

tux exemption which will

spends  $9.

cost about $11 milljon or
spproximaltely 45 minutes
of expenditure by the
present government. We
are not usking for some-
thing monumental in
ferms of this tux deduc-
tion."'

But not all volunteer
fircfighters In Canadn
can claim the tax exemp-
tlon, If they dont't receive
an allowance from Lheir
municipalily they can't
claim the exemption,
Liberal MP Collne Camp-
bell sald.

And according to a
letter Irom [nance
minister Mare Lalonde to
Ms. Campbell, it's not
that easy to &Eimply
thﬂﬂEE the income tax
lows to give volunteer

flrefighters a better
break.

The {inance departl-

ment scems to feel that if
special atntus ia given to
volunteer firelighters, the
government would be
offending other volunteer
groups in the couniry.
‘The type of expenscs
claimed by these fire-
fighters are claimed
under personal expenses
and Mr. Lalonde tald Ms.
Campbell “It would be
very difficult to intreduce
tax benefits for volunteer
services Lhot would be
falr to the taxpaying
publi¢ who must ultimate-
ly finance these benec-
fils.”

Mr. Lalonde's lelter
continues: “Permitting a
deduction of these ex-
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lev's Peter and the Woll with some rather atreeiwise characters. The '
second plece was “La Boutlgue Fantasque'' in which a toy shop comes
Lo lite and saves the romance of a toy soldler and a French doll. Here,
Mazurka dancers spring into form alter poleatial purchasers vishi the

Reed unsure about Waste*studyk’ '
but says it disqualifies Site I

If the Ontoric Waste
Manogement Corporati-
on's Phase 2 report
suggesting potential sites
for liquid waste disposai
Is eredible, it “obviously
disqualifies" Site "F" in
rural Millon as a sanitary
landfill site, according to
Halton-Burlington MPP
Julian Reed.

“Apparcently the tech-
nology proposed for dis-
posing of these industrial
wnstes renders toxic
chemicals virtually .
Inert,” Mr. Reedsaid ina
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press release issued Mon-
day. "At this time t's
unknown how this com-

res {o municlpal
garbage. However, we do
know that municipal

garbage buried in perme-

able so0il produces o
leachate which canfiot be

"totally collected with any

known technology."

The Liberal MPP urged
oppenents of Halton
region’s plans to develop
the 246-acre Site F [or
landfilling lo wuse the
OWMC report “ps the
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. Wrliten by Georgefown chllaren’s books aulhor
Kathy Siinson, “Red Is Best' Is rapldly becoming n

strongest possible rein-
forcing orgument” and
advised the region to
study the report itsell.
Mr. Reed acknowledg-
ed that it is premature to
speculale en the selecilon
of any part of Halton for

Jiquld waste disposal, but ~

pledged to **do everything
possible 1o protect tho
interests of the people of
Halton™.

Mr. Reed identified Site
F, locpted 8t the corner of

Tremaine and Britannia .

Itoads south of wurban
Milton, &s the “arca
under the cplcentre” of
Zone 2, one of lwo arens
chosen for study by Dr.
Donald Chant, president
of the OWMC.

Zone 1 involyes malnly -

the Niagara peninsula,
whilc Zone 2 includes part
of Melro Toronte, & small

portton of Halten and an

area surrounding Zong 1.

“*The remaining area
nvolves a large geogra-
phic area of Hallen
region,”” he explained.

"Therefore, most of
Halton can be enlirely
ellminated from conaides-
ation as a possible loca-
llon for o waste manpge-
ment site, This orea also
includes Site F at the

epicentre of the transper-
tatlon nrea.

: "In the circumstances,
the area of concern would

- be to the east of Milton,

south into Qukville and
Coatinued on page A2

Securing home?
Call police first

Thinking of installing a home security
system? Please be careful about the firm you
choose o do the job, the Hallon regional police say,

_ Demand to see proper identification, pelice
cautioned in a press release last week,

“*Care should be lnken when contemplating
“having your valuables videolaped or phategraphed.
Whitle this Information could be useful for insurance
cloims and Identificatlon, {he pessibllity of it bolng
used for improper purpeses is o concern of the

pollce force.

 “Reaidents of Hallon are reminded that
officers from the crime preventlon bureau may be
cantacted for assistance with home scecurity.”
Just call the Hallon police swilchboard at
B78-5511 and ask for extension 285,

Home heat saver leak,

family is poisoned

Three moembers of a

coliapsed in the early

“allowing for the gas re-
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JOHN MeDERMID, MP

penses would clearly
increase the administra-
tive cost of ensuring the
€xpenses are reasonable.
it would also {urther
spgravate the disparity
between volunicer [live-
men and other volunieer
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workers - who constantly
point out the ineguity in a
tax concession - for fire

- men and no similar treat-

ment for themn,"

Ms. Camgpbell s also
interested In increasing
the level of exemption for
firefighters and she says
Mr. Lalonde will take her
request "‘under consider-
ation."” .

Another Liberal MP,
Douglas Fisher, suggest-
ed the House *'pass along

our enthustasm’' for the.

Campbell-McDermid
suggestion to Mr, Lalonde
"and leave it at that".
That's what happened.
Mr. Fisher talked out the
rermalning time allotted
for debafe on Lhe Issue
and no vole wps ever
taken. ;
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= YOUR BEST DEAL ... is
A CAPITAL DEAL"”

Region unhappy: over Stewarttown homes

i Sheldon says appe

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Siall Writer
Holton reglon’s plonn-

ing department came un- -

der a bllstering altack
Monday night from town
counclilors reviewing a

troubled Jand 'redevel-

opment” proposal near
Stewaritown.

All bu! three councillors
voled to press regional

~councll to reconsider ils

_decision to continue an
Ontario Municipal Board
(OME) nppeal agalnst the
development.

The decision to carry on
lhe appeal, despile a rec-
ommendatlon from (he
reglon's planning and
public ‘works committee

. to drop the issue, was

described by esing
Coun. Pam Shel RS
""the moslt stupld planning
decision I've seen In B
long time™.

Aler Investments Lid.
and Senga Congtruction
Ltd. of Georgetown have
proposed a three-home
development on a 3.6-acre
property east of the Tral-
algar Road on Sidercad
15. See addltional story,
A | has al

The proposa al-
ready been supported by
the region's Land Divis-
lon Commitlee, town
council and town staff
which argue {hat tha dev-
elopment doesn’l as
great a threat to planning
in the area as the reglon
BOYS.

“This is the kind of
regional planning fnter-
ference that just infur-
jales me,” Coun. Sheldon
saeld. “If you took (he
'‘boak’ (officlal plan)
away [rom our regional

lnnners, they would be

ncapable of independent”

thought,”

Tronically, not 15 min-
utes earlier, regional
planning and develop-
ment director Raj Mo
hammed was among Hal-

lon'e senlor management

team whose members in-
troduced themseclves to
the new council and out-
lined {ssues that the reg-
fon and Halton Hills will
face together in the ful-
ure. But the team left
before council’s heated
planning debate began,
TWOFIRMS

Representing the iwo
firms, Al Piluttt asked
council 10 formally seck
:hu region’s reconsiderat-
on,

Mr, Pilutti tolg councll- -

Iers he's trying lo save
the region and the two
firma the cost of an OMB
hearing. Along with local
councll's cali to review

the tssue, Mr, Plluitl said
he will call the 13 reglonal — §

| Business of|

councillers who voted Lo
continue the appeal and
invite them to personall
view the property whic
was purchased six
months ago.’

Before the purchase he
said, the region acknow-
ledged that 1t was not
good farmland and that
by tearing down the exist-
ing buildings and puiting
up new ones, the develop-
ers would be dolng some
much needed ‘‘house-
cleaning'’. Neighbors
have also supported the
project, which he saaid

wos a “re-development™

of l1znd, not & new devel-
ppment,

{Regional stalf has
suggested that he seek an
official plan omendment
which would make his

roject conform to reg
Emai plan policies. That

could take years
of review and publlc hear-
inga.} ' :

While he supported the
developers' bid, Mayor
Pameroy didn't like Lhe
1dea of having council call
for a review of the lssue
based on Mr. Pilutti's
visit Monday night.

By getting more deeply
involved on behall of Mr.
Pilutti, councll may be

selling a precedent for
other OMB appeals, May-

or Pomeray sald.

He maintained that, al-
though Mr. Piiutti presen-
led his CASD SUCCESS-
fully 1o the public works
and planning commitiee,
he should have also ap-
peared before council last
Wednesday as a delegat.
ion.

Coun. Phil Carney, who

has previously criticized -

burcaucracy [n the mun-
icipal planning process,
tossed he region’s report
on the properly on the
councit Moor in a gesture
of disgust,

~‘stupid decision’

He sald he Tould not
trust the fndings of the
report, especially when
another regional planning
report for n property
issue in Norval last year
tended to be *‘mislead-
ing™.

utti’s projeci, most of the
councillors argued that
the officlal plan has to
have some {lexibility,
The document can't
pogsibly cover every car-
ner, Coun. Ross Knechiel
said, adding that “‘the
regian has gone oul of ils
way to make'a mountain
out-of a molehlll".

Year award

to McNally

ferald Specinl -

Construction has
chosen to receive the Georgetown Chamber of §
Commerce's fourth annual Business of (he Year §

“William McNally

Awnrd.

been §

A special dinner and presentation will be held |
Feb. 9 from 6:30 p.m. at the North Halton Goeif and |

Country Club.

; 1

The selection for the Business Award is made on §
the basis af gn Individual or corporation located in §
Georgetown displaying good business ethics and g
having shown a significant impact on the soclal and §
-economic well belng of the'area. :
. Previous recipients of this award are: 1981 - g
Lynn Barrard of Pennlesworth; 1960 - Dominion §

Sced House; 1979 - Smith and Stone Inc.

The

{reorgetown Chamber of Commerce has '.

over 250 members. lta purpose is lo represent |
business concerns and act aa public relations §
department for local businesses. Its goal.is to
promote Georgetown as a fine place to live and g

In suppart of Mr, PU-
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favorite addition to bookehelves ln many youngsters' hours of the morning. « tention, '

rooms. Mrs. Stlnson, scen here with her children Kelly
and Maithew, was one¢ of two slorytellers st the.
Georgetown chlidren's library Saturday afterncon who
dellghted a large crowd of kids with some unique lales
and severa!l munlcal games, Mrs. Stinson la expecting o
second book out in the apring, entilled “Blg or Little".
Wer subjects are drawn right from her own home:
Kelly's fascination with the color red provided the story
e for her Mirsl book while Mpithew's adventures with
sizes Is detalled In the second work.

[amily were (reated ond
'released for earbon maon-
oxide poisoning Friday
morning at Georgelown
Memorial Hospital, in
whal could have been &

multiple fatallly situat-

ion, -

Tho Shellay Street resl-
dents took Lhemselves to
hospitat afler the husband

Deputy fire chlel Bob
Hyde attributed the build
up of carbon monoxide in
their home to a defective
heat saver that had o
crack in it allowing (he

lsonous gns to seep

ack into the house.

He sald the house was

(oo well insulated os well,

Mr. Hyde warns con-

. pumers lo buy applinnces
" pearing the Canadian

Siandards Associmtion
{CSA) or Underwriters
Laborntories of Canada
(ULC) Jabel. They indl-

* ¢ate the appllonce |s safe

for consumer use and has
undergone rigid testing.

WHERE THERE'S SMOKE, THERE’S FUN

Perfect winler wealher Saturday night drew a
large crowd of Morth Holton Goll wnd Counlry Club
members and guests to the Club’s rnnual winter
carnival. Last week's freexlng spell coaled m nenrhy

pond with a good thick layer of lce which attracted
skaters and sklers and tobogganiste struck out for snowy

slopes.,

(Herald photo by Chrls Aagaard)




