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The Rockwood landmark draws vigitors from near and far, sharing . in_the newfound pride of North Hfﬂ@n
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a something for a sweet tooth |
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Schneider’s h

By CHHIS AAGAARD
Herald Biaff Writer
As a large group of
Grade & students f{rom
Geargelown's Centennial
school siood rivetad with
fascination, confection
chef Bill Given did things
to candy nope of them had
ever seen done belote.
The alr inside Schoei-
der's Reliable Sweel, a
Rockwood landmark =nd
somewhat of a nalional
oddily, tingled with an
sccumulation of " smells
that day: several varieties
of mint, chocolate, roasted
peanuls, spice and the
egzence of this and st
. had combined to pratice
» an almost - intoxicaling
" Al that pariicular mo-
. ment, Mr., Given was mak-
ing a Schneider cand?r
I called "'Chicken Bona™,
' He'd gathered, minutes
. earlier, & pool of mollen
: inte p mansgeable
" ball working it on a
" marble surface.
But it was the next step
" which held the students’
» altention, The bal of
' candy, still about 200 de-
' grees Fahrenbeit In temp-
- erature, was sluog onto an
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When the “puliing” pro-
' cess was over (a similar
' process with candies made
: E‘umwh!temarm'adlm
. the white lustre of candy
canes), Lha hot ball was
. polished {n a time-honored
* and ymmechanlzed way,
' described in the trade as
y “bumming’’. The ball was
. draped with a cloth and
' Mr. Given slid his back-
side along itp squashed
length wuntll Uie candy
achieved the desired
 sheen,
' Comsiderably flatiened
"by this unusual process,
. the moved (o the
next step in which a core of
freshly roasted peanuls
was rolled into it. With all
" the exposad skams sealed
ghut, Mr. Glven moved the
cylinder of Chicken Bone,
weighing about 35 pounds,
0. a long tabla,
i HEAT LAMP
. With the help of a heat
lamp and two pasistants,
Mr. Given stretched out
cords over ten {eel long.
One of the assistants ran a
?dnl wheel up the length
each cord. The result
was several long cords of
Chicken Bone, broken like
Hnk sausages, »
Schneider's makes
about 200 different kinds of
candies at the Rockwood
tsctory located right on

Local Y’

Glant candy canes in band, S8chaelder's Relia
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ble Eweets owner Pal Hearne

stands i fronl of the company he purchased aboot four end o halfl years ago, his first
plunge into the confectionary market. Schnelder's has been w candy-moking
landmark in Rockwood for over 40 years, chuming oul a remarkable variety of

deliclous home-made flavor swee
confectionary stores In Canada. Mr.
factory inlo a merchandising oullet

factory-Iresh treats.
Highway 7. Not all are

. made at the same Ume,

Certaln seasons, like
Chrisimas and Easier,
bring out demands for
special candy.

While the Schnelder’s
name - remains on the
storefront, the factory
actually belongs to a
YyOUng incasman nam-
ed Pat Hearne who took
over the operallon from
Frank Schneider (ive
ycars ago.

Frank and his brother
Clarence, who passed
away aboul a8 year ago,
matintained the store when
its founder, Lhelr [alther
Harold, died In the 19508,
Harold Schneider moved
into the butlding to make
canhdies In the lale 18408,

* Mr. Hearne sald, explain-

ing that he came upon the
store quite by good fortune
while locking [or ware-

. house space for ancther

business,

Eventually, he bought
the entlre operation and
went into business for

‘himself, a candy-making

rm who had to
learn fast {0 ensure that
Schneider's steyed afloat.
LONG BEFORE -
The building itself hasn’t
aiways borne the Schnei-
der's name and had &
rather colorful histery
long before the firsl
Schneider’s reliable sweel
was gobbled.
1t's a concrete ptructure,
one of the first in the area,
Mr. Hearne' speculated
when The Herald visited
recently. Early in the cen-
tury, Rockwood resldents
were famlliar with the
concrete base on which [t
sits as the foundation for
Lhe community’s outdoor
skating rink, flooded ann-
ually by rechannelling a
few thousand gallons of
the nearby Grand River.
11 visitors look carefully,

s which can be found In somg of the [lnest
Hearne recently opened up the front part of the
where passers-by can stop to purchage

they can se¢ p {aint sign
painted on the {ront of the
building betweep the sec-
ond and third floors, It
informs us, by best reck-
aning of its faded inscript-
ion, that a chap named
Smith built the [irst two
stories of the building and
ran a tire retreading oper-
ation there in the 1920s.
The balleon tires made
the business ohsolete,
batieries were manufac-
tured there, but in the
midst of the depression,
the building was vacated.
Senior cillzens can re-
cnll how during the Big
Band Era preceding and
during World War 11, the
third floor of the huilding
wos known as the Para-
dise Park ballroom and its
primary use untll the
Schneider family took
over was enlerlainment,
Harold Schneider started
his condy-making busi-
ness in Brampton, event-

" Poserty ‘overwhelming’
s delegates to Peru

uatly moved it to Guelph
(in the old Legion build-
ing} and finally seltied in
Rockwood where it con-
tinues to [Mourish.

Mr. Hearne is exciled

.about prospects for new

business offered Lo mem-
bers of the Norlh Halton
Tourism Association.

“"We've done
pretty fantastic things as
an assoclation,’” he said,
*and none of it would have
hoppened without Steve
Dawkins (of Actan's Olde
Hide House, NHTA's ex-
ecutive director)."

LARGE STORES

“Thanks to the associat-
ion, we're gellng people
out from more varied
arcas, we're gelting good
exposure,” Mr. Heame
said.

Schneider's main mar-
ket is in Ontarlo, but
because of its uniqueness
as a small candy factory
making its products large-
iy by hond, orders ve
from across Canada. One
can [ind Schneider’s can-
dies and chocolales In
larger retail stores, but
they generally supply
smaller specially shops.

In addition, passers-by
can stop and purchase
right at the factory while
viewing the candy making
operation through a large,

ate glass window in the
factory outlet, A Schnel-
der's outlet has also open-
ed in Bramalea.

“Whal we have here s a
top-of-the-itne  product,”
Mr. Hearme maintained.
'“We supply speclally
shops and fill a gap in Lhat
intermediate markat-
place." :

Soon after he took over,
Mr. Hearne realfzed that it
was almost {mpossible for
the company to compele
with highly-mechanized,
high wvolume confection-
ers, He began to fine-tune
his markets.

The nature of the busi-
ness is to have seasonal
sples peaks and valleys,
Mr. Hearne noted, adding
that he's trying {o iron out
some of that oscillation by
promoting the factoryas a
touriat spot, selling ice
eream in the summer and
bullding an awareness of
Schneider's products,

*“The factory outlet right
here has been a complete
and ulter success,” +he
said. *'Business bos been
great.” _

SOFTCANDIES ,

The number of employ-
oes at Schneider's varies
according to production,
but on. the average, 14
people have regular work
there.

Mr. Given has become
Schneider's hard condy
expert while soft candies
especlally fudges, are the

return home to sleepless nights

By AN1PEDERIAN
Herald Bialt Writer
Intctrest rates are 60 per
cent at the banks and
there's 's 70 per cent
inflation rale. This lsn't
the Bank of Canada's
aitlook for our national
economy in 1 It's the
bard reality life in
. Peru,

y
whelming,"” Mrs. Fairles
said. “It's unbelievable.”

Mrs. Lightowlers
agreed, saying she could
never go to Lima as a
tourist.

“You would come away
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Most of the families squattizg on the cutshirts of Lima, Pery, are a mix of Indian
and Spanish, They come from the countryside and start building » home for themselves
of siraw mailing. Then It becomes s wooden lean-to, and I they can afford to buy seme
brichs, it develops proper walls. Becanse It never rains in Lima, the people can get away

wlihout ceilings.

llwuﬂmyunm.

the last Canadian delegal-
ion evalualed the Lima
project. The lwo women
pald for their trips them-
selves, with some govern-
ment funding.

Last year, the George-
town Y gave §1,400 to-
wards the operntion of the
lima Y. With a 1983
budget of $35,000, the
Lima ¥ hesvily
oa the financial backing
that comes to it from
Germany, Sweden and
Canaca, Mrs. Lightowl-
erd said he Canadign
Intornational Develop-
ment Agency (CIDA)
malches Canadian dona-
tions {0 the poverty-alric-
ken Peru three {0 one,

*Ii's gotten too big for
oaly four Y's to o

Mrs. Falries said. ‘"May-

be more will join, like the
Windsor Y. :
The Hamilton ¥ w
part of the team until this
year when financial ¢iffi-
culies forced it lo back
out for 1983, She sald
international sporsorship
became lesa of & prim
for them, and that
priorities vary from Y

¥ their 18 days in
Peru, Mrs. Lighowlers
and Mrs. Fairles spent
about ten days in Lima’s
barrios, Lhe shanty towns
that spring up overnight
as squatiers come intothe
big city from the country-

Fairles added,

{Photo by Cheryl Lightowler)

side, looking for belter
opportunities,

“The people who live
there are like my friends

here, except they have no
sewage,
electricity, high upem-
Etﬂ}‘ ment and they live in

no -waler, no

the size of my
living room," birs. Light-
owlers sald.

“They aren’t like our
welfare people,”” Mm
noling
Canadian poar,

though
Ihey have much higher
standards of llving, are

less clean,
With no rain or snow Lo

make o rool necessary,
many homes in the barr-

ios are merely made of
turiap

o brown pap

some .

walls, The floor is mud,
and a three fool wide
stream of raw sewage
winds its way past the
homes.

IN BARRIOS

To try to solve some of
the problems brought
nbout because of (he
heavy migrations into the
city, the Lima Y has
started up community
programs, sending Ils

four staff into the barrios

to teach basic health
care. Lice and diseases
are rampant, especlally
tuberculeais, and Y-spon-
sored vislts to the shanty
residents have a ripple
effect. ‘Knowledge gets
passed on from one {am-
ly to the next, with
women belng trained as
health care workers o go
among thelr own.

“The ¥ tries to mobllize
people to self help,” Mrs.
Lightowlers 2aid. “It
gives them knowledge.”

it's Lthe only way (o
reach the 45000 people
livi;.tg in the barrios, she
snid.

TEACHEKILLS

The Y is also brying to
teach skills which can
land the barrio residents
jobs Inthecity. At the Y,
the women are Laught to
sew. Since they have no
electricity in their homes

come (o use Lhe
machines at the Y -
anticipating a job in the
textiles indusiry. A pew
program of making shoes
has also begun, Mrs.
Fairles sald.

Impressed by the
advancement and the
enthusigsmof Lhe Lima Y
in its massive undertak-
ing, Mrs. Fairles said ahe
definilely supporis the
continuallon of the prog-
ram.
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responsibifity o trans-
planted Brilish Columbia
confectioner Mike Zaiser,
His creamy ‘‘Premiam'
fudges pre famous among
Schnelder’'s regular visit-
OTS.
Chocolate mouiding is
done upstairs in a large
warehouse-like portlon of
the building. The nutty,

sweet gmell of chocolate |

has permeated the walls
after decades of candy
making and will likely
always be a part of the
huilding’s history.

Rows of plastic mnuldn.
of sizes and shupes loo

extensive to Hst line one .

side of the {loor, dwarfing
a comparatively small
machine which keeps the
chocolats at the right tem-
perature and is the hub of
the mould-filling operat-
fon.

_ At ope time, Mr. Hearne
recalls, the chocolate
moulds were filled by hand
in 8 rather slow and
inefficlent manner, Mech-
gnization has taken over
somewhat in the form of a
compression hose and cen-
trifuge device, but an em-
ployee s still required to
fl) each mould with the
hose and clamp the com-
pleted moulds on the cen-
trifuge to make sure that
the chocelate fills cvery
contour,

Automation has helped

production, Mr. Hearm
acknowledged, but it has-
n't reached a point where
it takes away from Schnei-
der’s old-fashioned per-
sonal charm. - :

In fact, much of the
suceess in recenl years
can be altributed to the
workers and their sense of
the corporate family, he.
agreed,

“There iz no gquestion
about Lhe closeness of
these people,' Mr. Hearne
sald. *“One of the main

Candymaker Bill Glven works with a 35-pound
chunk of still-hot and maleable *'Chicken Bone", & house
ireal ol Schnelder's Rellable Sweets In Rockwood.
Momeniz earlier, the candy was on a marbile
points we stress here is  working table. As it cooled, i was gathered ilnto o ball
that we have to work as g @nd az Mr, Given slings the candy on and off a hook, 11

wiil begin to take on & gelden, flossy appearance-a

Making candy can be a  Process known as “pulllng".
particularly tricky job; (Hernld photo by Chris Angaard)
one mus! olmost have o :
“physchle” [ect for the
recipe to ensure (hat the
combination of ingred-
fents, (lavoring and heat
lurns out a product that's
as famillar now as L was
30 years, ago.

Chocelate, Mr. Hearne
said, can be particularly
tricky. In order 0o make
perfect candy, chocolate
must be tem , @ oom-
bination of heat adjust-
ments to prevent the fin-
ished and coaled product
from ohtaining a dry,
white flakiness.

Schneider’'s factory out-
let in Rockwood ls open
from9a.m, o5 p.m. every
day except Sunday. Busi-
ness hours Sunday are
nocn to 5 p.am.
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Video boom hits town -
competition no worry

By ANI PEDERIAN

Herald Staff Writer
Three new video stores
epened up in Hallon

ills this month, and thelr ., .

owners aren’t worried

about the competition.
& video store can un];r

handle g0 many people,”

Video Flicka owner BMike |

Marks said. His shop
opened officlally Dec. 17
in the Hallon Hills plaza.
""There's a big demand in
this area, enough for all
three stores."

The owner of Lthe
Guelph Sireet Video Sint-

i

to be spending it regard-
less,” Barb Patcheaon
gald. Video Station open-
cd in Georgetown Dec, 1.
“I think this was a good

time of year to open the

busineas,”

Jt was gver a year go
that the first video shop
opened in Halton Hills. H
and H Video is now locat-
ed in the Georgeton Mar-
ketplace and its owners
aren't worried about the
new competition, They're
well-established in tawn.

Their business 1s doing
so well they opened an-
other on Acton's Mill
Street Dec, 1.

The video bug Is catch-
ing. Shops renting video
tapes end the lve
Betamax and Video
Home System machines
are findlng more and
more of thelr customers
investing in . thelr own
equipment and joining the
video clubs ﬁi:nﬁl}* Lo
borrow from their library

of films.
SPRINGUP

There are over 50 Video
Statlon in Ontario,
Mrs. Palcheson said, with
mosat of them in Toronto
and suburbs. An Ameri-
can company slarted in
California, Video Station
now has 500 franchises in
Canada and the U.8,, she
said.

“They're springlng up
really [ast,"” Mrs. Patch-
eson sald, "“You can use
your membership at any
of Lhe [ranchises., One
customer 1 have gald he
nsed it in Florida."”

1t was only a year ago

Lhat Mrs. Patchescn and
her husband Vince bought
thelr own video ruachine
from Milton's Video Stat-
ion,

“We were in there all
the time getting movies,
and In October Lhis year,
my husband was asked
'How would you like to
open a Video Stalin™’,"”
Mrs. Patcheson sald.

The Milton ﬁm‘wu

ling customers (rom
EH?ltltm Hills and felt there
was a peed for another
video 1hop in the north.

“] think with the rural
areas to draw from, there
should be enough busi-
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With ten per cenl of Halton Hills residents ownlng thelr own video machines at
present, Video Flicks’ owner mike Marks and wife Sue antlcipate thelr new shop In the
Halton Klils Shopping Plaza to do well. More and more peopie are investing in machines
and Blr. Marks compares the growing Interest In video Lo when color televisions came
out. Al first, few people could afford to buy color TVs, Now, everyone has one. Mr.
Marks sces ibe same thing for the future of video.

ness for all the stores in

Halton Hills,” she sald.
SAME BIZE
Milten is about the
same size in population

and it has three video'

shops and they're all kick-
Ing, Mrs. Paicheson sald,
comparing.

Located in the former
Phclorgma slore at 130A
Guelph St. the new Video
Station has undergone
some redecorating to be-
come &' video store.

Mrs. Patcheson said
they liked the Guelph
Street location because
there's lots of trafflc pass-
ing Lheir shop, making It
highly visible, Also, the
locatlon provides parking
right near Lhe slore so
customers don't have to
walk far with the heavy
machines.

“Most people here have
the Betamax machine, so
we have to expand in thal
direction,’”” Mrs. Patche
son gaid. The Georgelown
Video Station has 150
tapes g0 far in its collect-
ion, with films in beth
VHS and Beta casetles,

“Yideo Is .the up and
coming thing. I've heard
a lot of people complain-
ing about Pay TV
people with cottages up
norih whoonly get two TV
chgnnels, For them,
video is the answer,”
Mrs. Patcheson eald.
"“1t's much more comiort-
able to ait home and

walch your TV screen.

It's much cheaper than
going to the show, espec-
La':‘l:iy if you have a [amily,
and you don'lt have f{o
stand in lne.”

! ] ._-:;:. i ';.i.:".‘ -IH-:"- t- .

Video Btations are springlog op ali over Cansds
and US. Already there sre 580 (ranchises aond
Georgetown got one of lis own ihis month. Ron by Barb
Patcheson and her busband, Vinee, the Georgelowm
Video Station on Gueiph Street has 3 colleclon of 158

(Herald pboto)

tapes and growing.

{Herald photo)

Films are usually In
video shops six months
slter they play in the
cinemas, unless thoy're a
dud, in which case UIE?"I"E
on the video shelves In A
couple of months, Mrs.
Palcheaon aald. Tapes
sell (rom $60 to $100 each.
Few individuals buy them
unless  they're real
movie buffs, she sald.

“For our first week in
business, I'm really
pleased, Mrs. Palcheson
gald. “If thisls an Indicat-
inn of the way things will
go, it's golng to be really
ﬂ.(m."

During their first week
of business, they had
Mims booked for Christ-
mas.

Up In the Hallon Hllls
plaza, the new Video
Flicks store [ also a
franchise. Owner Mike
Marks explained there
are 17 Video Flicks stores
in Toronlo, Mississauga,
Brampton, Strectaviile
and Milton, He owns the
siore with his brother
Paul. it

To operale successiul-
ly, a video store nceds
400 clients, Mr. Marks

- said. Right now, about ten

per cent of Hallon Hilis
residents have video
machines, 01 a populatlion
of 20,000, that means 2,000
people have their own
equipment. In tum, that
means Lhe population can
Y four slores, he
calculated. Mr. Marks
anticipates the fen per
cent Lo grow (o 25 per cent
in the rext few years,

Mr. Marks [inds the
plaza a good locallon,
with people stopping by
and locking in his win-
dows.

e e e T -




