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The view from

the top

of

the molehill

The Herald doesn't count
itseif among the media
chastised recently by Mayor
Pete Pomeroy for making a
mountain out of a molehill
regarding the interest council
has shown in a future site for a
proposed municipal complex,

Our edito comment on
the tEl.aut:ing of a $10,000 d it
on the selected parcel of land
(“'Questionable town decision™,
Nov. 24) preceded the feisty
news articles and angry
editorials seen in Halton :
other printed media. .And
while we expressed concern at
that time over the nature and
timing of council’s decision, we
tend to side with the mayor on
what has taken place the
media since,

'f . We will‘-:glt trliwatla]l on dif-
erences in edito perspec-
tive; that is for the discernin
reader to decide. Our curren
concern involves a petition cir-
culating in Acton and area in
which more than 200 citizens
have expressed opposition to
the municipal complex
decision. :

Council, as we see it, must
learn two things from what has

transpired since. election day:-

first, that.major decisions in-
volying obviously sensitive

matters and especially a la.r%e
expenditure muﬁc be n{ade wi

considerable fanfare befqre

and after to avoid giving people
the impresgsion that something
fishy's going on.

Second, because of these
stringent economic times and
the fact that the average
week’s news has gone from bad
to horrifying in content,
citizens are especially recep-
tive to newspaper prompting
regardless of whether editoria
bias is displayed in the
coverage itselt,

Thus, sizeable trouble
might be iJrewing in Acton over
an issue still very much in its
infancy. This could have been
avoided, with all 200 signators
and other annoyed citizens
across town kept passively in-
fumﬁﬁﬁmgglnggt calm,

to a flurry
of action behind the scenes and
a general attitude of overcon-
fident cliquishness on council’s
part, many voters have missed
the important point that the
project is at & very preliminary
stage, not unlike dozens of
other municipal proposals
which require thousands of
dollars "seed money” before
producing first (if any) fruit.

The public will not trust
council until council becomes
even more openly accountable.
Don't dangle surprises before
hungry journalists yearning for
their own Watergate mystery
to solve.

It’s snow fair

It seems eaﬁeciall fitting
that this hemisphere should be
blanketed with snow as each
year draws to a close; the glum
news seems to pile up
c:iuraﬁpondjngly with the white
5 ‘

The prime minister’'s cock
promises for the new year not-
withstanding, it's worthwhile
for the average voter to con-
sider his current governments
while gazing through frosty
windows et the falling snow.

Just think: for every
limougine ride our Cabinet
~mimsters take, one less

sidestreet gets plowed clear;

For every private jet flight:

our premier enjoys, one less
-auclag gervice ﬁﬁi’ its deser-
ving recipient;

te still not

For every sui
booked at Mmki Lodge, one

less school imprnuemént
program gets past the budget
c?ummittee forced to implement
Bl 82; '

For every copy of MTC
magazine, Workmen’s Com-
pensation Board Report and
any other glossy little bulletin
and sales pitch published at
Queen’'s Park or Ontario
Hydro, one less health care
pian gets off the ground.

By way of New Year’s
resolutions, here's one
suggestion: “I will no longer
biame the local school board or
municipal council for shor-
tcomings foisted Egon it by the
provineial and f
nments,”

Something to think about.

when you're waiting for the
snowplow,

The Herald
will publish this Thursday

See vou then!

L

A Christmas fire

safety message

From ibe Habioa Hille
Fire
Over tha past nimber of

rry from Christmss festivities of

amilies. Often these

been prevented

attention to hazards In e home,
™he

enjoy & ssle, happy festive seascm.

1. For thoet whe

effoct of en evergroen

years, Halton
Hills firefightars bave bean wilness to
several traswedies which have taken the

many
conld have
by precautions and extra

_ following magpestions are offered
in the bopes that a4l o commundly may

ihe asthatic
tres, 2

waler will keep your tree fresher and

safer over tha hollcay.

When decoralicg your tree, use oaly
lighting

well maintained CSA »

~ all along, because when

eral gover-

By Stewart
‘McLeod

But, In thumb through
mightydn:ummt.lzﬁmhhdl:mﬂl
couple of surveys undertaken by the
audilor-general, and pow 1 not onl
tempted to apply for a fob i the public

n ora
mmmrmgm.ﬂ the time.

I always knew there were some
[slrly attractive sinecures in the public
service and that a few ing
employees were able to cash
having dene a minimum of work.
until this Iantest auditor-general's

report came out, [ had no idea It was

posaible to work in government withott
knowing what you were supposad to be

= ty it haa been this
way
Yecaus Dye's officials
took a survey of 4,657 public servants
they found, in effect, that 30 per cent of

WHAT EVER HAPPENED

)
-—E,__.

TOo DobLils AND

«  them didn't know what was expected of
them. No, not three per cent, but 30 per
cent.

And in a majestic burst of under-
:ii.ulw.-.u:um:!'tihiur the tg:dltmenerné
know what their task is."”

That, on the faca of it, seems {air,

ANOTHER BTUDY

Then there Is the second murvey, .

which perhaps is not meant fo be
studied lo context with the first one
but, for my pecullar purpose, strikes
me ascornplementary. It lellsus that a
survey of seven departmenis establish-

ed the fact that only one per cent of
employces wers - deemed - to be

unsatisfactory. ' : :

Okay, this means that $9 per cent
of all employees are deemed to be
satisfactory - a figure which, In itself,
is remarkable. But let's not forget that
30 per cent of these apparently don't
soem Lo know what they're supposed to
be doing.

The coquation: If 99 per cent of

employees perform adoquately when

cent know what they are.

1 was never good In math, but is it
any wonder that the public service
locks appealing in this new light. Tha
trouble for me - and I suspect for most
of us - s that I kpow what I am
supposed Lo be dolng, it's just that I
have trouble doing ii. Imagine how
much loss frustrating it would be if you

Auditor finds civil service
looking ‘better’ all the time

didn't know what you were supposed to
be dolng In the firet place. Why, you
could blissfully surpass all expectati-
ons - after creating them yourself,
AEMIOUSSITUATION

¥e
public servants feel that their mnnual
performance review by their superiors
“has little or no effect on the way
do their jobs." :
Now when you stack the results
that survey on top of Lba other two, it

ble
conclusion that even If you den't
what you're dolng, there is a 99
cent chance  you will be
aatisfactory and, even H you at
you can be confident, 88 per ¢ant
time, that the subsequent asseazmen
won't affect your future.

There was thia revealing

. “During our interviews, -

managers indicated that they do pot
want to aflect the morale, motivation
and careers of ermployees by recording
weaknesses."’

Thia is perhaps why, out of a total
of 215,643 public servanta, caly B00
were actually fired last year,

But then how you fire someons
from performing in a job ithat has no
performance level?

The auditor-general says it's ali a
“very serjous problem.”

And, with my luck, be'll probably
change the whole system - and Tl be
forced to spend the rest of my life
palnfully aware of what it s I am

supposed {o be doing.

Derek takes hot oil bath

as abortion issues weighed

Wriling sbout abortion Is a iittle

thiﬂﬂln{.}glyﬁt;ﬂnﬂlhthlnuﬁtof
bolling ofl. ¢ prodoces more
shrill debate, might be ex
of s sublect where the deflnition of a
human life is at stake.

But thanks to Dr. Heary
Morgenthaler of Montreal it looks like
the issue wiil be heating up in this

wm.lmmmmucmthuin

orgenthaler has sakd be (otends -

to sponsor an abortion clinie in Ontario
similar {0 the one bhe operatea in

- Quebec, for which he was prosecutad

under the Crimiaal Code.

ormed only in an accredited

ital after an application has been
screened by a three-person therapeutic
abortion commitise.

But Morgenthaler convinced three

juries 'he was innocent of

orming ilegal aborttons, although
did spend 10 months In jall when a
i Ralada

NOT EABY

Now Attorney-General! Roy
McMurtry says he will prosecute
Morgenthaier should his type of clinic
here, although one suspects that
mn:twfn!illﬂlm he wishes the

matter d just go away.
It is a no-win sltuation for them,
caught a3 they are between the two
voci{erous groups that label themsely-

o8 pro-cholce {pro-abortion) and right-

to-life {antl-abortlon).

For more than a decade now
right-to-lifers have been waging
guerilla war against hﬂlEllﬂ in
Omtario that perform a with
the avowed aim of ending them.

Of 23t hospitals just 100 have
therapeutic abortion clinlcs, and it
a
]

mmly 72 actually periorm
currently. Ontario had 30,391

CHILDREN'S LETTERS ARE
PRINTED AS RECEIVED.,

Letters appear

abarticns in 1961, & slight decline in the
over-nll rate from 1960 and of those
more than ers wers inder
13 weeks gestation.
ARE LOSING

The pro-cholice side clalms the
need for Morgenthaler-style clinics on
the grounds the rightto-lfers are
making it more and more difflcult to
oblain abortions and even where they
gre available, the hospllals are
needlessly endangering women's
health by delaylng operations looger

L]

Argum goes,
MeMurtry and Morgenthaler’s
nesa Lo fight it out in the courts
eminently fair. Let 3 fury decide.

On the political side
{o-lifers claim they can swing five
cent of the vole in soma
election time and that they are
organzing for the pext provincial
election. That’s fine, too,

conclusions susceptible to easy

I'm told, for example, that the
literal translation from the Greek of
the Biblical commandment

P A g e e P '-";.-'-, P e SR
- T e F o= a4 4 . -

spoke lo the audience, the -
portance :}MM education, -

increasing im

He hopes to present higher certificatea -

to each of the students in future years, -

he said.

TEN YEARS AGO-Depuly

reeve

Arthur Speight's parting words to town -
portance to pext ..

councl] were of Iim

year's council. Mr. Speight who did not -
soek re-eleclion this year, suggested -

that swampland on Princess Anne

Drive be leased 1o the waler commisaj- -
on to safeguard a major source of .

Georgetown's water supply. One of the

town's deep wells is alrsady located in

this arca and surveys have shown that ~

there is an excellent source of untapp- -

ed water in tha area. Witholt water -

there can ba no progress. At present, °

we have plenty of water for George- -

L]

town's popautlntion and industry, but

there is no assurance this will continue, °

cularly should large indusbries
ocate here, '
ONE YEAR AGO-I{alton Hills will not
restore the century-old Acton town
hall, counecll decided Monday night. By
a 73 recorded vole, council rejected
taxpayer particlpation In an extensive
restoration proposal for the hall and, at
[east temporarily, halted five-year old
efforis by

motion ealling for the building
sold in light of council's rejection of the .

&

&
]
"
-
L3
]
#
-
s
-

k

commuynity groups Lo .
preserve the building for the communi- ,:?
‘ty's historical posterity. Another -
o be O

restoration packsge (suggestéd In a

recent consultant's

study and _

-

adamantly endorsed by Mayor Pete. -
Pomeroy two week ‘ago) was later: .

withdrawn.

POET’S CORNER
Solitary

. You stand in the sanlight

" of iny belng
stometimes casting shadows
larger than reality.

Gentle breezes
caress the boughs
that have become
the arms

of my securily,

Immovable

you hold Lo this plane
with a grip

not eailly released
for naw,

1 grow in the shade
of your lave
Earing you there

—By MARLOWE C. DICKSON,
RR2 Beston

Essence

of Love

We were logether

Alone, thal Iast time

Our love was born to bleod

1ike a | wound

You Ioflcted my achlong

e lon T

Wl’m:mm-udm&um.. :

We were young

And you died that way

T izft & part of my soxl

Behind

Aas 1 grew older.

Now I reallze

That Nowers only biossom (o dle

Love apes with Lime '

Becamse of iis ruinle essence,
—By HEATHER MACLEOD,

" AHE studewd

'. Lately

fow

o gl g g e
* which doos not have branches is &
moat.

" .. Peforebringing & tres into your borne,
- cok the butt diagonaily aad place the tree
e e o o s
| mmm butt anersed in

*

throughout
- Section C’

Thankyou for writing!
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