By DAVE ROWNEY
Herald Sporis Edltor

On referees

Mention the word ‘referes’ around any hockey
rink and there is bound to be a conflagration of
words [rom all corners representing different
virwpaints.

During lhis season in Georgetown there have
been mumhlings {from behind the plexi-glasa from
rertain members of both the Geminis and the’
Raiders that @ shift upwards by referees to the
Ontarlo Hockey League {rom th Ontario Hockey
Associalion has causced problems,

Geminl general manager Bob Webster says
only one or two games his season have been well
referecd, What is moat surprising to Webster who ia
a Minor Support uﬁmup; hockey veteran ia the
n 1ad in CA
P W

a game agains
week of Hweglnbu' the Geminia loat 10-1 but the.
referee handed out penalties lo Georgelownon a 3.1
ratly. Webster gaid the referee was later
suspended for a number of games for calling
Ucorgelown on one-sided peralties.

' To prove that il just isn'{ sour grapes coming
from a tcam who has lost more gamea than thoy've
won, the Ralders also have their comglaints.

The Raiders, with a 1540 record, are unhappy.

“1 can't see it (OHL s=plit) affecting ejther
Georgetown team,”” Wilson says.
SUPERYIS0ORE
There are 14 supetvisors who look after the 4548
officlals in their various migmd regioma, with
Bramplon being our region for the Gems and
Raiders, 5T ’
Officlals under the Bramipton supervisor are

graded to work either Junior A, Junior B, or

Intermediate A. Intermediate A is graded equal Lo
College hockey or Junlor A hockey with Junior B
rated a siep : :

With the ratings of each officlal, their schadhtle
is azsigned for 203 referceing pasignments per week,
Wilson sayx.

General Manoger of the Oakville Blades,
Murray Walker is chairman ol the referce
disciplinary commiltee for the OHA. Walker
believes there are a number of good officials and
Uﬁﬁnllgnmlnndu-ylnduﬂrlrjohtnﬂuirhﬂt

ty.

Walker ers an official who Is low key and
recognlzes t an official who wants to ““sten] the
show'" an be detrimental.

STEREUTYPE
We tend to stercotype officials and get on their

backs, he saya. A loi has ta do with how the game .

dearelnpu, he says. If a game doea become rough and
chippy and the oificlal doesn't have ::nntrul then that
ean cause problems, he says.

While it seems the OHL split had a minimal
effect on our local teams, Lthere does ailll seem to be
ample frusiratlons regnrding our cfflclaling. The
final word seems to be thal the hockey seasons
never change,

There will plways be those defending and
browbeating our offlclals for the job they do. We can
only hope they're doing thelr best and realize that

untll officials can score goals, good teams can st -

make their own breaks and win games on their own.
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“"We've seen a real deteriorallon in our refereeing,"
Raider president Bob Hooper says.

Two weeks ago in Pori Elgin the Ralders won
7.8, but Lhe referee was {rom Port Elgin and he ARMSTRONG
didn‘t call a good game, Hooper says. It showed COLLISION
poor judgement in ming:dﬂm EI%m ref, hﬂe:lj:g -

Al o recent Interm to cague 1
ereryons win conplaining abui I Iefersts
HOODer Bays were a few games year _
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the lozs of referees and linesman to the OHL from
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the OHA. Former Geminl genersl manager Bob
Tost says the move meant younger linesmen and
ynung:r rcferm in the league.

preface some remarks in defence of our
rd:rem hert 15 a background to the DHL-UHA
split:

f In Angust the OHL offered the OHA a {inal
{inancial figure that wasn't accepted which Jed to
the splitting of the lwo assoclations. One of the
things the OHL wanted was more conirol of thelr
referecing assignments and supervision, They (elt it
waa beneficial to thelr league to have more control,
says Herb Morell, HReferee Co-ordinator and
Director of Information.

The OHL then went ahead and lined up their
own referce slaff, They have a lotal staff of 51
oflleiats. Eight referecs and 17 linesmen decided to
join the OHL. from the OHA ronks.

Herb Morell of Lhe OHL f{eels, however, that the
ahsetice of eight referees creales & void, but a very
amnall one that shotuldn't affect the OHA, Those elght
relerces were interspersed between Windsor,
Kingsien, London, Guelph, Mlton and Kitcheoer,
Morell aays

TOP RANKED

It is acknowledged that the-ight tefetees who
feft were Lop ranked in their profesaiont, But Moreil
says come Junier B playell time, especial] ln thu
finals, the OHL referces will help out wi
games.

Lale in the season it Is nlso acknowledged Lhe
betler OHA referees are acheduled to officiate the
tighter races between the lop teams,

Garey Wilsun, executive director of the QHA
{ald The Herald those eight referces represenied a
drop |o the bucket far thr.-lr 458 members of Lbelr
. officialing staff.

Wilson argues Lhal tm're wWhS an opening
created for younger officlals to advance into the
QHA and the development process was speeded up.
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