Applause greets Fisher’s motion

to keep budget increase to 8%

A  smatlering of
spplauset greeted a mmation
to hold this year's Halton
board of education budget
hike (o eight per cent for
1993,

Introduced by Halton
Hills trustee Betty Flsher,
the motion was passed at
the board’'s Thursday

night meeling.
- “Governmenis must cut
sperding. The board is no
excepiien. Limits on
spending must be set,”
Mrs. Fisher's motion read,
*“This is the year to 'bite
the bullet® and make tough
decitons."”

Last yvear's $113 million

budget was a 11.7 per cent
increase over the previous
year and brought criticism
{rom busincssmen, local
and regional governments
and taxpayers.

Conscious of the pubilic’s
anger over mill rale in-
creases, especially in o a
time of Ligh unemploy-

ment and salary cutbacks,
the trustees supporied the
molion o prevent another
h.uge pin the mill rate,

't belleve an eight
per cent ceiling can't be
achieved,” Mrs.. Fisher
said. “In light of the
restraint programs of both
the federal and provincial

Teachers ‘disappointed’
with salary wranglings

Acton High School
teachers are sald to be
disa and disilju-
sioned wilh the Hallon
board of education.

The school's Qularlo
Semd.ury School Teach-
ers’ Federation (OSSTF)
rapresantative, math
teacher Bill Coates, sald
this week the mood
among fellow stalf [s not

tiva because of the

“I'ra disa
negoliations haven't pro-
ceeded with a little more
haste,” he told The
Monday. ‘'One
tired every year of
ooe of the |last
boards {o be able Lo seitle.
1 wonder why other
boards can reach carly
agreement and we don'L."

Teuchers shrug (helr
shoulders and say ““What
else s new?"” when Mr.
Coates tells them no head-
way has been made be-

twoen the OSSTF and the
board regarding a new
contract, he sald.

*“What the heck is It all
about?"* Mr. Coates said.
“Are we and the board
working together for the
same purpose or aren't
“?I'I

Two months ago, the
mood of Acton High

teachers was one of resig-
nation and they were
volunteering to show re-
straint, Mr. Coatea said.

“They were saying,
“Times are tough, maybe
it's time teachers show o
iittle restraint'. They
were prepared to accept
anything ressonable,” he
said.

The mood of the teach-
ers has changed to
become more bitter late-
ly, Mr. Coates sald.
Teachers are asking
“"Why isn't someth
happening?", he said.

Georgetown District
High Sthﬂnl'nu ﬂS‘;.iTF
stoff repregsentative Joan
Silk said about 12 GDHS
stalf were at the silent
protest Thursday night at
the board’s meeting.

“We were asked to go
by the OSSTF to show the

board we're concerned
about having some
meaninglul negotiati-
ons,”” Mry. Sllk said. "I
think that's what we
showed them."
e, LS
J
not acting in good faith
because they're refusing
to negotiate,” Mrs. Silk
snid. “We started Lthose
negotiations in the
and it looks Hke they're
stalling untll the legisla-
tion i3 in effect.”
Feeolings sare strong,
Acton High's Clare
Henderson said. The head
of the English depart-
ment sald leachers are
fecling [rustrated. Mr,
Henderson sald he doesn't
like the ides of having an
adversarial relationship
with Lhe board when
they're supposed Lo be on
the same ajide.

'New chairman plans tight
grip on purse strings

Halton Separate School
board trusiees “can only
" that the

recognize Grade 9 and 10

Roman Catholic school
students as secondary
students for all purposes,

Kﬁep Hydro bl]ls down

A resoclutiontosave taxpayers from an elght per

cent increase ln Lhe cogt of electricity
by Halton trustees Thursday

boards was a

to school

night. The Hallon board of education supported the
resolutlon of the Renftew County Roman Cathollc
separate achool board to petition the premier and
treasurer of Ontario along with the ministry of

education. The

petilon wants the government (o

order Ontario Hydro to roll baek its eight per cenl
increase to (Ive per cent, or to increase achool board
grants for 1983 to make up Lthe difference ln extra

electrica! costs,

No ministry grants?

An announcement is
December
grants to

expecled before the end of
the mintstry
provincial school boards. Halton board of
education director Wally

of education's

Beevor s not very

istic. He told trustees Thursday night that
sccording to information he has gleaned from
contacts, there wen't be any ministry grants for

Halton ln {983 or 1984.
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A E000 BELECTION OF UNIQUE GIFTS

including funding,
necording to the board's
new chairinan.

Oakville trustee Rev,
James Mihm, a former
teacher In Hamillon-
Wentworth's separate
school system, made the
remark during his in-
augurnl address to the
Haollen board last week,
noting that Queen’s Park
Is gradually implement-
ing some of the recom-
mendations proposed by
the Secondary Education
Review Project (SERP).

Elected board chair-
man {or the first year of
the new board's three-

year term, Father Mihm -

Js pastor of Oakville’s St,
Michael's parish,
Burlington (trusiece
Harry McDermoit was
elected vice-chairman,
Halton Hllls is represent-
ed on the board by frene
McCaunley of Georgetown,
re-elecled for a second
term in the Nov. 8 munic-
ipal electlan,
Altributing increased
nublic attention placed an

school boards parllally
to Lhe “size of budgets

required to maintain the
quulily of education the
people have ¢come {o ex-
pect’ and partialiy to the
public’s Interest in educa-
tional matiers, Father
Mihm stressed the need
for fiscal restralni. The
board must be ahle lo

v o 'K:?"“’:? o

“Thin task is comp
cated hythuunnw pnmg-

- rams and directlons

which are brought forth
by the ministry of educat-
lon ond which Invariably
are cost incurring,” bhe
commented.

By 1985 when Lhe
board's term expleres, he
noted, the province's Bill
will have been imple
mented, guaranteeing
that schools meet the
needs of exceptional
(handicapped or gifted)
studenls. He
concern lhnt while the
ministry is funding the
impltmanmlim it might
not continue speclal fund-
ing afler 1985,
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governments, 1 believe
eight per cent is some
where belween zix and
nine apd | think it |s
achievahle "

Supporting the ralionale
of the motion, Burlington
trustee Noel Cooper, how-
ever, called the eight per
cent figure & number
“that’s been pulled ocut of
the air.”

Finance committice
chairman Bill Priestner
gald the cighl per cent
ligure was realislic,

""Last year, the reality
was 11.7 per cent increase.
I think restrainis by the
new law, ifil's ever
{provinciat Bill 179,
would make eight per cent
o - possibility,” he mald.
““Wemay notbesblelo get
lower Lhan that"”

Giving streng backing to
the molion, Halton Hilis
trustee Arlene Bruce not-
ed that the ministry of
education requires addit-
ional ms, but does-
n't give any direction as to
whalt can be cut at the
snfrie time o keep coets in
balance,

“School programa are
like a vegetable garden
that's filled up completely.
Everybody's favorile v Obo%'
etoble is in there. N
wants anything removed,”
Mrs. Bruce gaid lo the
amusement of [ellow
trustees and a beard room
packed with about 300
gecondary school teach-
ers.

““That can't happen. We
can't keep adding on with-
out actually destroying
what is there, I'm not
asking our administrat-
jons to make our deeisions
for us but to glve us gome
good guidelines,’’ she sald.

HOWCUT

Advising the boad to
alay within a designaled
amount of money and be
sure Lo spend it wisely,
Mrs. Bruce then made an
analogy between shopping
for the board io grocery
shopping.

“If 1 took time to be
selective and creative, |
could probably put togeth-
er a delicious, nutritious
meal with it (§10}, and I'm
asking our administration
to be tough-minded, selecl-
ive and crealive end glve
us guidance as to how we
can cul expenses,™ Mrs,
Bruce said.

Rather than hava tho -

1983 budget presented to
the board based on necd,
with trusteea picking
through it to establish
whal “can stay" end what
“must go', Mrs., Fisher
recommended the board

start off with a fixed rate

of expenditure and allow.
administrators to decide
what should stay and what
go. Trusiees make
the (inal decialon accord-
ing to material presented
to them.

Trustee Elaine Richm
requested that the board
be made aware of what I3
being trimmed as well as
what ia on |s shopping list
for the next year.
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HANDCRAFTED
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THE BOOK NOOK

A BOOK — THE PERFECT EFT

Save with Wistarke Ticists.
MOORE PARK FLAZA

853-2130
B77-0628
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