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Leather:

of Life in Acton,
Ontario

In this day and age, when both
tannerlea and shoe manufactur-
crs Arc cloalng at an alarming
rate, It 18 difficult to remember
how signlficant they have been In
the past. Tanning rivals the
oldest professlon as one of the
earliest intercsts of mankind.

in North America the leather

Industry has a history dating
from the [Mirst colonlats. For
example. the pligrims establlsh-
ed Plymouth colony In 1620.
losing over half thelr numbeyr In
the first year. but by 1623 thelr
first tannery was In operation.
Similarly, the French, and Dutch
eatablished tanncrics very early
In their colonist perlods. The flrat
Canadian tannery was eatablish-
ed In Levls, Quebec in 1651, This

pattern of growth was repeated

as the colonies spread. :

“The revolutlonary war was a
tremendous boon to the Morth
Amerlcan Industry. As auppiies of

English leather were cut off the .

need for locally tanned leather
Increased. Furthermore the Con-
tinentat Congress required each
American soldier to be provided
wilh two palrs of shoes, a leather
or woollen coat and aleather cap.
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Armlies also required saddlery
and accoutremaents in leather,

. A3 & result, existing Amerlcan
tannerles fAourished and Massa-
chussets in particular saw the
early beginnings of what were to
become enormous lecather and
footwear Industries, Salem and
Peabody together were (o House
over MO tanneries while Lynn
and Brockton were to become
alive and dominatcd by shoe
manufacturers,

Maturally the Wor of Independ-
ence had many other [mglica-
tions and produced numerous
other changes. not the least of
which was the colonization. of
Upper Capada by swarms of
Unlted Cmpire Loyalists., Like
many other communlties lound-
ed n this era, Acton was inltially
an agricultural site, developed by
the Adams family. Tanning Is the
second oldeat Industry In Acton.
The lirst was the traditlonal mill
which was started by the Adamasa
famliy in 1818. By 1874 when the
village was Incorporated, Acton
had already had several tanner-
les Including one which was
forced out of businesa, a pheno-

menon with which we are all oo
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famillar teday. At the time the
maln products were harness and
s0le leather and the process
requircd six months to a year in
order to tan and finish the
leather.

The tanners used {o stock (re-
mendous quantities and manu-
facturers used to place thelr
entlre yearly requirements well
In advance, mahking production
schedullng a somewhat different
probliem than it s today., Hem-
lock bark was used in great
quantitf=s and this was plentiful
at first as farmers In the area
teamed It In all winter long.
Eventually bark was brought In
by train at much greater expense
and for a while the local tanner-
[es appeared to be destined for
doom as new companles opencd
further north to accommodate
the need for bark. The develop-
ment of extracts and later

" chrome tanning eliminated this

tendency and eventualiy resulied
In the closure of these northern
tanners.

In any case the economic hls-
tory of Acton has been thorough-
Iy Intertwined with that of [eather
in this country. The site now
occupled by DBeardmore and
Company has housea a tannery
since 1844, Including two which
burnt down between that year
and 1872, The company was
acquired by Qeorge L. Beardmore
In 1865 and has rcetalned the

family name ever since. In 1868

the W.H. Storey - Qlove  Works
opened o3 Acton's third industry,
manufacturlng o varlety of
leather gloves for domestic con-
sumptlon and shlpping products
all across the country. The Starey
famlly also operated a tannery In
town for a number of years. Over
the last one hundred years {he
town has seen a number of glove
and shoe companies aoperate,
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We've fllled a giant stocking
with qlfts from every depart-
ment from the olde Hide House,
the Artisan Village and a dinner
voucher from Jack Tanner’s

Table.

*500

Yaluell

Free Entry Form with overy
purchase. Draw will ba held on

Christmas Eva.
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Still A Way

successfully at first. providing
much nceded employment only
to ultimately fall or wind up
operations.

Hewelson Shoe once operated a
plant there and amaller compan-
[es such as Coronna Shoe and
Hamiiton Shoe enjoyed brlef
perfods of success. The glove
Industry continues to provide
employment Ltoday.  Superlor
Qlove offers on excelient example
of a vertically Integrated com-
pany retanning its own leather
and speclalizing In the manufac-
ture of Industrial gloves. The
oompany has shown ateady
arowth [n the past in a very
competitive market.

On the other hand, {no pun
intended), the Marzo Qlove Co.
specializes qulte succesafully In
the manufacture of line quallty
leathier gloves and aki mitts, with
emphasls on deerakin items. The
White Tanning Co.. located a
short distance outside of town,
primarlly prodyces glove bellles
and continues to find markets [or
[ts products. Frank Heller and

Company has specinilzed qulite
effectively In the production of

‘split leather and has shown

ateady growth over Its history.
Finally, of course, there |3 Beard-
mofe and Company., Litd., @
dlvision of <Canada Pachers,
which local residents used to
proudly proclalm the largest
tannery under one roof In the
British Emplre. Of course, the
gritish Emplee, a3 such., no
longer exists but Beardmore con-
tinues to play a very significant
rale both a3 a ledder in Canadlan
leather Industry and as an
employer in the town.

Qver the |last several years, the
leather heritage. of Acton has
become the basis of an attempt
to develop a tourlsm facet to the

local economy. The adoption of”

the “leathertown” pseudonym
and logo and wvarlous special
events. and the development of
the olde Hide House operatlan
scem Certalin to serve as the basis
for the contlnued development
al tourlsm operations and
attractions in the luture.

“the olde Hide House

The Town of Acton’s Leather Heritage dates back to 1865 -
with the opening of the Beardmore Tannery which by the
turn of the century had become the iargest In the British
Empire, Todny neveral local companles operating in vorlous
aapects of the Leathier Industry maintain Acton's role as

“"Leathertown'.

Bujlt in 1899 with haif a mlllion bricks and massive wood
beama, our 50,000 square foot building scrved Inltialiy as a
warchguse for hides, Today, restored and renovated It now
provides the atmosphere which, combined with the leather
cxpertise mnd extensive industry contacts acquired over
four generations, has enabled us to develop and present
Canada’s largest leather goods store.

Some of our policies are also quite unique. Our reletivety
low overhead situation and ablilty to buy and sell [n volume
allows us to price our merchandise 20-30% below traditlon-
al retal) levels. We befleve in natural products and have
avoided man-made Imitations such as vinyl snd ultra
spede. Over 93% ofour merchandise is Canadian made,

in December of 1981, a new stage of cur evolutlon began
with the opening of Jack Tanner's Table, a ful) service rest-
aurdnt equally dedicated o providing good value and cus-

tomer satisfaction.

The final step in the development of the olde Hide House
praject occurred with the opening of the Artlsan Village.
This addition flrmly establishes the clde Hide House as one
of Canada’s most unique and exclting tourist attractions,




