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Arts groups
build spirit

There is something about this
time of year which brings out
the best in the town's art com-
munity. Thanks to them, there
is an abundance of evenls wor-
th attending in celebration of
Christmas.

For too many of us, the
Christmas season is sumeﬂnnop}
we'd rather be Ettl.nf out
rather than heaﬁmg nto: as
radio announcers piously
remind procrastinators about
how many more shnplgmg days
are left before the 25th, Christ-
mas becomes a blur of crowded
shopping malls, skinny Santas
wailing children and tired old
Christmas hits.

For these of us who seek
salvation, the arts community
has tossed out a collective
lifesaver, having worked ear-
nestly on several seasonal
specials, most of which will be
featured at the John Elliott
Theatre.

The first sing of relief are the
Georgetown Choral Society
concerts this weekend. Under
the direction of Dale Wood, the
GCS has, with its uncannily
Prufessinnal flair, prepared a

“Fantasia for Christmas’™. As
an added attraction, ‘the GCS
will combine its musical efforts
with a full chamber orchestra.

Later in the week, Nornie
Productions brings back the

oys of an old-fashioned fireside
hristmas reading .at Oxbow

Books in Gedrgetown with. its-

‘these performances ho
‘eure. o g

warmth of Christmas.

Georgetown Little Theatre
and the Peel Panto Players
have cormnbined their efforts for
the benefit of area youngsters.
Their production of Hickory
Dicko
John Elliott Theatre Dec. 10,
11 and 12.

The Cantante Singers, a

oung group of musicians have
n rehearsing for their Time
of Joy production Dec. 17 which
will also be held at the theatre.
On the program are several
Christmas favorites and no
doubt the audience will find it
difficult to resist the tempation
to sing along at some point In
the show.

The members of these
productions have devoted a
great deal of time during a
season which is busy for them
as it is for the rest of us. We are
indebted to them for helping us
keep track of some of the non-
commercial joys of Christmas
and we should set aside some of
our own time to (literally) ap-
plaud their efforts.

The enjoyment these talented
people feel for their work,
especially at this time of year is
infectious. And for those of us
numbed into narrowmindness
by the commercialization of
Ciiristmas, who see Christmas
only as a time in which bank
accounts suffer serious mﬁry,

a

Timely advice

Christmas in the home of a firefighter

probably

isn't an
celebrations the rest

different from
us enjoy, except for

one thing: the knowledge that at any instant
the pocket beeper may alert him to what

could be a tragic {ire,

In the euphoria that surrounds
Christmas, fire is a bitter irony. Keeping in

mind that many residents will
Christmas trees now, the Halton

utting up
ills Fire

Department has submitted this witly, but

sagacious, poem.

T'was the

night before Christmas, and all across town

Not a crealure was stirring; the spow drifted dowm.

Stockings were hung by chimneys
And no thougnt to a fire ever ha

Our famlly was nestled all snug in eac
With nothing to fill our minds with dread

Untll, out on the street there arose such a clatier,

We sprang lrom our beds to see what was the matter,
Away to Lhe window we Mlew like a flash,

with litile care
there.
bed,

Tare open Lthe drapes, and threw up the sash,

The moon ghining down on the new-fallen soow

Gave a lustre of midday to objects below.

When, whatl to our wondering eyes should appear

But a Hallon Hills fire truck, and six men in {ull gear
With slrens wailing, and red lights Mashing, S
We caught only a glimpse of them i passing,

To the corner

they sped, to the right made a lum,
And there before them waus o house starting

to burmn.

The driver braked, the offleer jumped oul, :
Looked over the gituation, to his men gave a shout, -
Having dressed quile quickly, to the [ire we came,
In lime to hear ocders glven each man by name
“Greg to the hydrant. Gord, grab a line,
Mike get & Scoti-Pak, don't waste any lme,
Andy, get a tadder, and a plke pole,
Bruce, we need help, radio control.

. Tell him to call beth Truck 26 and Truck 24,
When 28 comes in, have them lay a linn.”

With @ nod to the hydrant man,

hurned arcund,

And away to the building he ran with a bound.
We slood on the sidewalk wilh fear in our eyes
For from Imide came several frightened young cries,

Stratght into the house

ter Ron wenl

And never came out until his air tank was spent,
Clutched in each arm was a small child,

The people outside, with ha

ppiness, went wild,

The (irefighters worked hard in the flaming light,

It looked like it

¢ wanl soma t

But I beard them exclalm ere they drove out

and hose;

_'ﬂnh

“HAVE A FIRESAFE CHRISTMAS
AND TO ALL A GOOD NIGHT!™

- Author Unknown
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' Credibility problems ‘haunt

new economic commission

Ottawa
Report

By Stewart
MacLeqd

(tiawn Bureau
of The Herald

When Prime Minister Trudeau |

gets through appointing members to
the new Royal Commission on the
Economy, perhaps that investigative
unit will gain some of Lhe credibility it
sorely needs. But right now, Iit's
somewhat lacking In that respect.

It wos bad enough Lthat the prime
minister wons embarrassed inte
announcing the formation of the royal
commission before even his cabinet,
and particularly his finance minister,
had been consulted, Bul it's even worse
that the new chairman of the
commiasion - former finance minister
Donald Macdonald - is mentally toying
with the leadership of the Liberal
Party while he should be devoting all of
his considerable talenta to the econom-
ic Job at hand. In the two weeks since
Trudeau announced that such a
cormission would be established, to
conduct one of the meat important
studies ever underiaken f{or the
government, the reaction has been
entirely political. There has scarcely
been a question about the economlice
iropllcations.

FEW QUESTIONS
Under normal clrcumstances, the
government would be under intense

pressure to divuige delalls about the
gtudy. The daily question perlod In
Parliament would be chock-a-block
with inquiries about the terms of
reference, the scope of the studies, the
probable witnesses, Interim reports,
etc.

But, in this case, these questions
have been at a minimnl. Instead,
everyone s preoccupled with the way
the commisslon was formed - in
apparent haste - and the fact that the
chalrmanship was handed to a possible
successor for Plerre Trudeau. In fact,
many think that Donald Macdonald ia
Trudeau's cholce as the next Liberal
leader since it's conventional wisdom
that the prime minisier would do just
about anything to provent the job (rom
going to John Turner,

in any event, Macdonald says that
when he was approached to accept the
chairmanship of the royal commission
he made it clear that, if the prime
minister retired, he wanted to be free
to consider a run at the leadership.
And, he said, Trudeau “acknowledged
that condition'. He also predicted that
the commission will require only two of
{ts allotied throe years to complete ita
wark.

DIFFICULT BIRTH |

And, naturally, when Mscdonald
makea a prediction like this it's viewed
in Ottawa's political circles as another
Indication he I3 tryie;g {o ¢lear the
decks in time for a leadership conven-
tion. Obviously, Vancouver Tory MP
Pat Carney was politically ~iruﬂ.lah't:iil
when she sald that Canadians are
having difficulty deciding whether this
is & commission on the economy or a
stage {or the Liberal leadership, but
her point cannot be ignored. At Lhe
very least, the prime minister has once
again displayed singular insensitivity

in the way he has set up this all-
important group.

No doubt he was caught off-guard
when a newspaper {irst léaked the fact
that such o commission was golng to be
established, and had lhe leak not
occurred, the prime minister would
have consulted his cabinet and caveus
belore revealing anything. But still, it
wag passing strange that he had
already declded on a chairman without
even talking Lhings over aven with his
finance minister - particularly since
the commiasion’s lerms of reference

were Bcheduled to go to Government

House later that day. And ena would

think that such a potenlially controver- =
slal appointment as that of Domald
merited .

Macdanald would have
cabinet discussion - yes, even lengthy
cabinet ar ts - before the matter
was settled. |

» Macdonald's unquestiened ability
agide, one wonders whether this
immense undertaking should be head-
ed by a former finance minister, whao is
not only responsible for some of the
government’s t controversial
economic policies, but who 1a obviously
interested in winnlng support for a

leadership bid. -

And this [s oot to suggest tnat
Macdonald would compromise his

nciples h any way. It's a guestion of
Eg:d commission, headed by

the
former [inance minister, 1s perceived
"by the public - because, without

co-operalion from all segments of
soclety, the study won't be worth
much.

And so far, the birth of this royal
commission has not been without some
cutious complications. Trudeau, as a
midwifo, leaves something to be
desired.

| Apartment fiasco means

more property controls

By Derek

Nelson

Queen's Park Barean
of The Herald

Two bruths will aventually emerge
from the complicated and controversi-
al sale and resala of 11,000 Metro
Toronto renlal apartment units that 1s
being calied the Cadilac-Fairview-
Greymac deal.

Oneisthat the pressure exerted by
terants on politicians will mean great.
er and greater controls exeried by
government over the property rights of
the owners of all apartment bulldings.

The second is that the deterjoratl-
on of Lhe rental accommodation hots-
ing stock in this will continue
the slide of the past decade, and may
even accelerate. :

For the Conservative government
the politicat ramifications have
already been feit.

During the Nov., B municipal
¢lections, apartment! blocks where
people of general Conservative
tendenciea lived, overwhelmingly
voled the NDP's bashihe-landlord
line.

Tenants were scared that major rent
increases to pay for lhe morigage
{inancing of the sold rental properties.

INTENSE PRESSURE

The resilt was that Consumer and
Commercial Relations Minister Robert
Elgie retroactively changed the rules
of the buying-and-selling-spartments

game 80 as to keep the value of the land
lrom escalaling.

Let us be clear on what he did.

It was the equivalent of roliing
hack the fantastic profits single-family
homeowners recelved in both 1972 and
1980 when the value of their properties
scared out-of sight. .

There s a subsidlary guestion In
the specific case of the Cadiline Fair-

. view deal that Elgie has also zet out (o

address. Thia is whether all the trans-
aclions that — apparently — saw these
11,000 untits end up in Ssudi hands fitted

. minlstry rules, regulations, and laws,

Bullying by opposition Liberal and
NDP members to make sure Elgle
follows through on Investigations along
this llne is lair enough,

BOCIAL CLIMATE
What! is not legitimale, however, is
the moral undertone that has come

. more and more to the foreground as

the Greymac story umfolds. Thereis an
assumptlon that tenants have a right to
under-priced accommodation while
those who own the properties should
run them at a joss.

Unfortunately, the social climate
today is such that the sleazies! anti-
landlord nonsense recelves wide
backing, with ithe result that efleciive

ownership of rentel units Is passing
more and more to tenants -~ who know
a good deal when they have it, and also
carry the voting clout to ensure they
keep It. .

The end result essentially will be,

and Elgie's moves are part of the
. the natlonalization of the
rental housing market, '
BAD TROUBLE

But thls shori-term [lixation by
politicians on winning voles is in the
long run dooming this province to even
greater shortages of new renial
accommodation and deterloration of
the existing stock. '

Cadillac Fairview, one of the

lity landlords around, batled cut of
ﬁhﬂinﬁam it couldn't deliver
a decent return on its investment.

Thanks to Elgie, the Liberals, and
NDP, it becomes even tougher now 1o
make money. In [act, private sector
rental apariment building has probab-
ly taken a body blow from which it
won'l recover.

The recocd 1s plain everywhere in
the world. When housing becomes
soclal capital and decent profits
forbidden nothing can stop the spread
of “'key money" corruption, homeless
families, and an elernal backlog of
demand. \

Acti -
Van

use
Zrows

December.

Stallstics !udlut? l'.h;t‘ ActiVan, the town's
trarsportation service for ysically
" resldents, is being well used as it enters the sixth
month streteh before its second anniversary in May.,
Aocording to bar graphs of records kept up to
Sepltember, 1,806 passenger
ActiVan since last May, 1t was mast beavily
upons in March when 84

trips were taken on

trips were

Beiween ActiVan's insuguration in May, 1981 and

the end of that year, 2,346 passenger trips
made by ActlVan. The bushest month last year

e e

THIRTY YEARS AGO-Flowery in The
Herald office window this week have
caused an unusual amount of interest
to passersby. The beautiful blooms,
known as anthurium, were brought
from the Barbados by Gwynneth
McGowan who was vacationing there,
for her moiher. Mrs. W.A. McGowan
brought them to the office where
everyone could enjoy thent. The medi
um rose, waxy (lowers and huge lgh
green leaves lead one, ob a casual
glance, to think they are artificlal. The
Dominion Seed House says there are
608 varicties of anthurium growing in
tropical countries but only two dozen
are cultivated in North Americs.

newcomer Mervin

nominated for council. All signified
they would try for the three councll
scats, Shirley Armstrong, and Stanley
Brown, the two incumbents and a third
nominee Harry Heremaberger are
running lor two school board seals.
TEN YEARS AGO--An addition to the
library, which would give two and a
hall times the present space, yel
preserve the characteristics of the
present building with ita old stone work
and stained glass windows was propes-
od 1o the Library board Tuesday night
by archileet Paul Mactel, The preli-
minary w:ik;tdm ilﬁi uunm;:lﬁ

y councl] in Septem

mults will be presented for their
consideration at the first oppartunity
alter the election. The 6,500 {ool
additlon costing an estimated $200,000
will partislly surround the end of the
present building and extend toward
Knox Church. The i:..lﬂﬂiﬂﬂﬂ \lfﬂlmlilwe
an extra storey, the A
mezzanine nv:rlmkingT present
adult lbrary, housing rare books, a
large reading room and study carrels.

ONE YEAR AGO-Dow Jones' position
regarding the im ng closure of its
Irwin-Dorsey Lid. subsldiary remains
unchanged, the Georgelown's f{irm's
president Dick Willis told The Herald
Tuesday,

POET'S CORNER

Seek for
‘your South

" The brown dappled Fawn,
Son of the doe, _
Shivers In the shadow,
Knee deep in the snow,

His whole world [a bright,
The glaring snow hard,
Diamond whiie, '
Turquiose barred,

The trees, they sre black,
The needies dull gold,
Boughs break and crack,
In the keen cold,

The brown dappled Fawn,
Berelt of the doe,
Trembles and shodders,
Lays down o the snow.

Brown agale eyes,
Opened round,
Agoalze,

Al the cold ground.

At the cold heaven,
Enamaled pale,

At the shriven earth,
By the snowy gale.

Fawa, Fawn,

Beek for your south,
For kind dawn,

With her warm mouth.

For green sod,
Wilh gold and blge,
Dappled, as God,
Has dappled you.

For slumbercus ease,
Firm turf Lo an,
Through frulted trees,
Into the san.

The shiveriag Fawn,
Paws at tha anow,
Boulh and dawn,

Lie fur belaw,

_The sleet bireams,
The snow [lies,
The Fawn dreams,
With wide brown eyen.
" —Hy CAROL A. MERTEN,

Wee
Gordie

Wee Oordle’'s amiles are
infections

ile lifts spirits
Warm mu m-tb*ufm
Whesever he is algh.

He's only & wee Hitle tyke

But his heart bs big as n bouss
Doe moment be roars likes o Lom
The pext he asgqueaks Hke a

He tarua the mest diificull day
Izto cns witk joy

Bless his gentle nalare

Ha's soch a perfect Litle boy,

As he grows and sbis his years
1 pray be never aliers -

He's on the way to happy

I bope be never faliere,




