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What do councillors do? A voter’s primer

by CHRIS ARGAARD

 Herald Sta!f wiler

“What is it.,"" Lhe em-
phatic lady on the cther
end of the phone line was
asking, *'that these coun-
cillors do with Lhe rmoney
we pay them?"

Shie later answered her
own queslion, convinced
In her opinion that what-
ever it is, jt isn't enough.
“Phooeey' on the clec-
tion!

However rightly or
wrongly residents view
their municipal ecouncil-

lers, the relationship
which bonds the two to-
gether is *“trust’': each
councillor is keenly
aware that a majerity of
viters have chosen him or
her to stand up for them
on council; they have
faith at least initially,
that the councillor can do
the job well.

When constituents think
their rep is shrinking
some of the responsibili-
ties that come with the
job, the chances of thal

councillor returmning after .
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the nexi election grows
proportionately smaller.
BEAR BRUNT

When a residenl is pin-
ched by o municipal con-
cern and can't decide
whether it's a regional
matter or something for
local council to deal with,
it's usually town council-
tors who bear the brunt of
the first broadside.

There are cight local
counclllors on Hallon
Hills council. Four re-
gional reps {onc from
each ward) and

the
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mayor fill out the political
group which administers
the 106-square mile muni-
lcipality. They meet once
a week in council cham-
bers located at the clerk’s
office on Trafalgar Road.
The first and third Mon-
days of each month have
councillors mecting as
“council”; they assemble
as members of the lown's

“general commiltes™ on
second and fourth Mon-
days.

Most of the important
business is first handled
by the commitlee which
makes recommendations
to council. Both types of
meelings are opencd io
the public, but when the
audience and the press
are asked fo leave a

s¢ssion, it's actually to
atllow councillors or com-
miltee members o dis-
cuss a legal, personnel or
properiy malter.
DRIVE ON

It"s up tp town counctl-
lors to ensure that ress-
dents have parks and
arcnas to use, roads
{wdrr its jurisdiction}
whicli are safe todrive on

and planming poaliries
which reflect unique in-
terests of the local area.

They have nothing to do
with providing subsidized
day care in town, solving
sewer and water prob-
lems or why the Ninth
Line (Regional Road 13)
has potholes deep enough
to get lost in for three
days.

Like their counterparts
on Halton council, local
councillors set o budget.
for the municipality
cvery yvear. Most of the
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money comes from resi-
dential taxes, but the
province annually chips
in an ever-dwindling
amount, Residents who

.pay their taxes late force

the town to barrow money

~ {with interest) lo meel
revenue shartfalls  until |

all taxes are collected.
Also like their counter-

parts at the region, lecal |

councillors look Lo town's
*¢ivil service' for infor-
mation before decisions

are made, If the mayor Is

the head of council, the

theHERALD

¢lerk-administrator is re-
sponsible for sceing that
council's orders are fol-
lowed.

The town's clivil ser-
vants are the “‘carpen-
ters'’ of municipal gov-
ernment: they know what
tools.are needed to ad-
minister properly, but
they must ask councl! for
permission to use them,

" NOTAWARE

While residents can see
their reps at work by
altending meetings, or

- Continued on page A2
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IN CUSTOMER RELATIONS

Gravel policy snag
at MNR, group says

. : i
e, o PR T o
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Differences of opinion
between the minister of
natural resources and his
top bureaucrats may
alleviale gravel concerns
In southwestern Ontarlo,
the Foundation for Aggre-
gate Sludies says in o
letter to North Dumlries
council. :

_ThE mesaage, currently
being reviewed by Halton

Hills stall, suggests there
may not be complete

- agreement among Lhe

minlater, his executlve

nssistant and other minis-
iry officials on the
amount of land to be

. Firm ok for

From the Otlawa Hureau
of The Herald

The employment and
immigration department
has approved an appllcat-
ion by another George-
town company to particl-
pate in the [federally-
sponsered worksharing
- program.

Unilock Lid. has been
given permission to put
six employees into a
worksharing unit in an
effort to avert {we layolfs.

Under the program, the
work week |s reduced by
one to three days. Emp-
ioyecs are pald for Lhe

protected for Lhe aggre-
gate industry in the min-
istry’'s Cambridge dist-
rict.

ies township expressed
concern that 2

excessive and recom-
mended a number of

time worked and uoem-
ployment insurance helps
top up the weekly pay
package, Average carn-
Ings for employees partic-
ipating in work sharing
units are aboul 9 per cent
of normal levels.

Sin¢e the program was
introduced in Janaury,

ggregate,
mapping for the arca was

changes to the ministry's
plans. :

Meanwhile, Halton
Hills planning stall ex-
peet to present council
wilh a reporl reviewing
the lown’s, region’s and
olher positions on the

-aggregate issue.

worksharing

ihe department has app-
roved G,145 -applications
lo put 171,928 on work
sharing, averting 73,474
layolfs. The [ederal gov-
ernment has committed
$188.4 million to the pro-
gram for the balance of
this year and another
$19.2 million into 1983,

MP 30 pounds lighter

By ROEDEACON
Ottawan buorean

If the federal govern-
ment wants to lrim some
excess fot from Its spen-
ding, Bramplon-George
town MP John McDermld
has some praclical ad-
vice,

Mr. McDermid told the

Commons Friday afler-
noon he has lost 30 pounds
in the last ive months.
“I did without some of
those things it is nlce to
have,” he sald. *'I sacrifi-
ed that. 1 trimmed dowm
and I stimmed down. I cut

The Kinsmen Clob of Georgetown belped resideats
celebrate Hallowe'er Sanday afternoon wilth a coatume

shatlag parly al memorial areon. Youngsters sod aduls
alike took the opportunily to dress up like thelr favorite

" the government

thaifat off. That is what

dﬁ'lﬂﬁ.‘ Fn
SPENDING UP

Government spending |

is up 17 per cent over last

year, the Tory MP said, |

“Unemployment flg-
ures in Canoda arc a
natlonal disgrace, espec-
jally for the young people,
An unemployment rate of
122 per cent is not
funny."

He criticized finance
minister Marc Lalonde's
recent announcement Lo

should be

provide $500 million to
60,000 temporary jobs

. over the next year and a

hall,

"Some money has been
sent to the riding of
Brampton-Georgetown, It
will provide about 50 jobs.

“As of Sepl. 30 in
Brampton there were
8,005 registered for unem-
ployment insurance and
1,485 in Georgetown,” he
sald. That means over
9,500 people are now re-
gistered for unemploy-
ment.

imaginary character. The eveniual prize winpers, in a
number ol wide ranging categorles (from scariest

*'A year ago there were
3,700 people and the year

before that 1,500 people..

This goverament, wilh ils
grcat giveaway program,
is going to provide 50
jubsl'l'i

He said: “The people
who get those 50 jubs will

be thonkful, The other

9,500 will nat be happy.”

The MP said: *"You can
go chapter and verse
through this government
and each minister, and
trim eff a lot of fat - but §t
is not being done."”

confurne to the funplest), are seen above,

(Herald pheto by Dave Rowney)

Not too late to join
cultural centre party!

The Cultural Centre's Anniversary Week is here
and the festivities are well in progress.

Tonight you can catch our own local perfor-
mances in the second portion of “Amateur Night™.

Thursday afternoot, the hi
schools will be performing

schools and public
later, “"An Evening

of Song and Music” shou!d be a real treat with some

you.

well-known local groups and singers o entertain

The culmination of the week's celebrations will

be a performance Friday evening by Long John
Baldry, the ' King of Rhythm and Blues''. Come out

and hear a greal

performer.

Saturday’s presentation of “Dick Whittington
and His Cat" by the Inner Stage Theatre Group will
be a real thriller for children of all ages.

Don’t miss these great events. Tickets at the
Recreation Department (8775165 ext. 60) or at the

door.

Extolling the virlues of our rich Canadian folk heritage, the
Guelph-based band Brigand seemed a fitting opening to the Cultural
Centre's week-long first annilversary celebration. Playing a fine
srrangement of nautical jligs, origlns! alrs and “born-again ballads’,
_the Mve-member eleciric folk hend were featured Monday ot the Joho

—

*

IN SEARCH OF OUR ROOTS

Elliott Theatre to start off a number of ganlversary festivitles which

include an Amateur Night, Long John Baldry, a children’s preduction
and much more! Brigond's performance was far [rom belng & sell-oul
acl, bul many of the upcoming popular activitles will require tcket
purchases soon o ensure seats. For tickets and informatlon, call -

#17-5185, ext. 60. ; e oo
tHerald photo by Anl Pederian}
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Ratepayers maintain town didn’t respond. |

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Stafl Writer
The Georgetown Aren
Ratepayers Assoclation

- {GARA) maintains it was

ignered by municipal reps

when it rajsed concern

cariier this year about the
Georgetown urban area
rieview.

[ts executive described
comments about the group
made by town planning
board chairman Mike
Armsirong as “untrue’’.

Coun. Armstrong, him-
sell responded to siate-
ments made recently by
GARA president Brian

Bush, told The Herald that

regionnl stall altempted to
reach Mr. Bush scveral
times with a wrillen re-
sponse to the group's ur-
ban boundary concerns.
Coun. Armstrong said
Mr. Bush was oul of the

- eountry on a lengthy bus-

iness trip, could not be
reached by the region's
courier, and that other
GARA reps [oiled to re-
gpond to the review at a
public meeling in August,

In a wrilten brief sub-
mitted to The Herald by
executive members Mon-
day night, GARA said it
only reccived answers to
its questions Oect. 23, fol-
lowing The Herald's pub-
lication of its interview
with Mr. Bush. The maler-
jal, which GAHA says it
has wailed for for several
months, is now being re-
viewed by the group.

ONLY AFTER

GARA maintains that it
only heard of the reglon's
sltempls to reach Mr.
Yestadt when Coun. Arme
strong responded lo the
interview with Br. Bush.
Its brief asks why the
region’s response was not
sent to the GARA mailing
address, a box number,
which was inchuded with
its gueslions to the urban
boundry study earlier this
year.

“Our submission, dated
April 7, is in fact full of
questions,” the GARA
bried continues. "'If our
input appeared non-exis-
tent to Coun. Armstrong, it
¢an only be because these
quéeslions wen! unanswer-

ed throughout the planning
process.”

But Coun. Armstrong
says that not only did
GARA miss the second
public mecting lo discuss
the completed urban re-
view (now being studied
by the province), but [t
failed 1o bring its concerns
to official plan meetings in
September and October,

NOREASDN

“We had no reason to
hide anything {from (Mr,
Bush) at all,”” Coun. Arm-
strong sald, commenting
on GARA's brief. “"GARA
didn't even attend the
August public mecting. At
the official plan meetings,
I understond they had
somebody, but he, too, was
called out of town, We just
can't be alter these people
all the time, "

Coun. Armstrong added
that public meetings for
the urban boundary re-
view and the official plan
were advertised in local
newspapers. 1f other resi-

dents with concerna were
aware of the sesslons, he
said, then GARA could
have attended as vell,
His remarks about
GARA and its leadership
following Mr, Bush's inter-
view were “made in all
sincerily and shared by
other members of fown
council'', Coun. Arm-
strong said, noling that he
was “Miffed” at GARA
statements that it's con-
cerns were not being con-
sidered by the region.
Coun. Armstrong or-
gued that Mr. Bush's sent-
iments did not représent
.the feelings of other mem-
bers of the Agsociation’s
execulive. GARA's brief,
however, endorses Mr,
Bush's views published in
The Herald three weeks
ago.
“I don't want to get inlo
a running battle In the
' Coun. Armstrong
said. "I GARA couldn't
get hold of me by phone,
they could wrile. They can

Fotomat
kiosk empty

The Fotomat kiosk in
the Georgetown Market
Place was one of 174 relail
pholo vulets closed Fri-
day. Two local employees
were among the 420 stalfl
put out of work.

Customers who had left
films for developing with
the company shouldn't
feel nervous about ever
geting them back, divis-
jonal controlier Philip
Bogod of Bellevue Pholo-
graphic Lid, said. Belle-
vue picks up, processes
and delivers films to
Folomal outlets.

He assured The Herald
that the films entrusted to
Fotomat are “under lock
ood key” and have been
developed by Bellevue.

“We're expecting an
answer in 48 hours,”” Mr,
Bogod said Monday, “'We
have a great deal of work
on cur premises and are

awalling instructions s
to how this work will be
returned lo the custom-
crﬂ'*‘

Attormeys for Folomal
are currenily sorting out
how Lo denl directly with
the customers.

Why the company clos-
ed remalns a myslery.
Folomat i3 a division of
privalely owned L.B.L
Images Inc. of Torento.
L.B.I. Images has
launched & sull sgainst
Fotomal Corporation of
Hartford, Conneclicut,
from which {t holds &
licence 1o use the Folo-
mat name {n Canada.

Folomat lawyer Shel-
don Saleman has issued a
news release staling that
any further informatlon
regarding film pickup
and any reopening will be
posted on Fotomal kiosks
within a few days.

read ncewspapers like
everyone ¢lse and find out
when the meetings ore. 1
can't understand what the
potnt is of going through
all this now,"

While GARA's briel ex-
presses disappolntment
with Coun., Armstrong's

GARA standing firm

“reaction’” to Lhe |mier-
vilew with Mr. Bush,
“nevertheless, we belleve
that through this discourse
a betler understanding of
the necds of the communy-
ity will be imparied to all
cancerned,” the brief con-
cludes.

Saturday Lhe Inmates appeared (o be running the
msylam. Here, Shoppers Drug Mart employee Buaan.
Murray dresses like a 19501 leen goblin while fenked by
iwo young proleges, Carrie Morriss, 8 (lefl) ard Cardd
McGee, 7. The Globe Theatre members were belpleg lo

 celebrate the Hallowe'en mood by palaling [aces oo

children in the front sectlon of the store,

(Herald photo)
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