Peggy Balkind
has a new honor

The co-ordinater of the
Acton Social Services and
Information Cenlre was
honored Monday night et
a dinner in Dakville.

Pegpy Balkind was pre-

sented with the “Persons |
Award" by the Women of

Halton Actlion Movement.
The newly-instigated
award is in honor of the
Oct. 18, 1829, decision by
the Lendon Privy Council
thot vuled Canadian
wamen  were persons
hefotre the law, ,

Mrs. Balkind, long a
volunteer in the commu-
alty organizations and the
founder of scveral, was
lauded for her contributl-
ons to improving things
for women. Called a posi-
tive role model for other
women, Mrs. Balkind was
rewarded for her <fforts
(o upgrade the siatus of
women, with a collage
pleture by Halton artist
" Joanne Dean.

Twenty years ago, Mrs.
BRalkind began volunteer
work with the George-
town Red Cross and also
became a board member
-of the Georgetown
YMCA,

Seeing Lhe need, she
founded the 24-hour
distress line that grew n
1973 into the North Halton
Contact Cenire,

In 1973, as well, Mrs,
Ratkind was the vice pre-
aident of the local council
of women and helped
. Introduce Lhe Block

Parent programio Halton

Hills.

From 1976 to 1978, she
was a board member for
Halton Children’s Ald
Society, and has been a
member of the sieering
committee and board of
directors of the Hailton
Social Planning Council
aince 1978.

‘In 1981 she was the [irst
staff member hired for
the Halton Hills Comimi-
nity Legal Aid Clinic and
since 1980 has been co-
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PEGGY BALKIND

ordinator of the Acton
social Services Informa-
tion Ceéntte.

Mra. Balkind was

Instrumental in establish-
ing Hallon Women's
Place, 0 shelter for
battered women and their
children.

Equipped i provide fayl, efficiant spreadet TEIVICO
Dotamitic, Cabeitie, Gypsum

“Atways Striving To Serve You Belter"
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Signing‘ marriage contract

Continued from page ¢

Act governs the division of |

property belween spouses
who stop llving with each
other. The Acl makes It
clear that, narmally, there
will be an equal division of
faomily assets. A family
pssel it semething that is
ordinarily used and enjoy-
ed by both spouses or their
children while the spouses
live logether. The most
important family asset is
waually Lhe family hame.
The Famlly Law
fisform Act states thal
spouses can indicate, in a
marriage coniract, that
certain things may be de-
algnated as non-family
assets. For example, if the
tusband has a valuyable
book collection, which he

‘marlriage

does not wish o he divid-
ed, the contract can stale
that Lhe books are hot
famlly assels. :
Anather example is that
a marrigge contract might
state that the family home
i entirely the property of
ihe wile and that the hus-
band has no right to hall of
the vaiue of the home if the
Epouses separate,
According to the law,
spouses cannot declde in o
coplract who
has the right to live in the
family home after separa-
tion. If the spouses put in
this type of term, it will
have no leyal effect. Also,
spouses can’'l declde In a
marriage contract who
will get cusiody of the
children when Lhe couple

separales,

The right to live in the
{amily home, and the right
to custody, may only be
decided aller a separd-
tion, either through a sepa-
ralion agreement or by a

couri,

In grder for a marrizge
contract to be valid, it
musl be in wriling and
signed by both the hus-
band and the wile before
at least two withesses. You

don'l .need n lawyer’s
advice to make a valid
contract but if you plan to
enter intoe A marriage
contract with your spouse
of [ulure spouse, it 1a o
good ideca for each of you
to get Jegal advice.
LEGALLY SPEAKING
s & tegular column wriit-
en by legally qualified
people under the auspices
of COMMUNITY LEGAL
EDUCATION ONTARIO.

o A S

Wﬁml_meets Sat.

Tha Women of Hallen Acton Movement

(WHAM) wil be holding . their

regular monthly

meeting at the White Oaks Library in Cakville Oct.
26 at 8 p.m. Everyone 18 welcome. :
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3 GOT TO LOSE?

" WHAT HAVE YOU

Our facilities include:

¢ Fully equipped e Sunroom
modern gym

e Tropical Swim-
ming pool

e Hydro-therapy
- whirlpool

1+ e Sauna

Fitness
Centre

(tor Men & Women)
Brampton-Mall, Brampton

E | ‘ .-1

o Eucalyptus
- room
e Exercise
- classes
to music
e Individualized
_ programmes

SPECIAL Fu—f Senlors

RATES

Fall Programmes
Now Starting
Call Today!

- Previous Members
- Broups

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER
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