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Buying home and car stereo qqu_ipmgf

Critics pick the best of all

Receivers are the
nda-all" electronics of

many gieren systems,

the November 1881 iasue
of AudioVideo Interna-
tional magazine points
out, and both dealers
and critics have noted
and applauded models

that ranged from a

modest 350 all the way

up to the relatively pre-

stigious sum of $300.
AudioVideo annually

evaluatea the receivers
on the market for its
readers, awarding the
various brands and
models *Grand Prix”
status as a general

guide. Some of the.

magazine's recent find-
ings are reprinted here.

“YAMAHA's R-2000
receiver was cited for
both its specs and fea-
tures by dealers and the
judging panel. The re-

celver packa a 150 watts
per channel, at 9.0015
per cent distortion, *X"

'power amplifier into a

package with a station
locked asynthenizer
tuner, station presets,
MC head omplifier and
Yamnha's “Spatial ex-
pander’’,

“Dealers listed its

‘cost-performance ratio

as a strong asset ag well
as the R-2000's engin-

eering and features, The
critica referred to it a3
the ‘audiophile’s re-
celver'."”

Such - acclaim gave
YAMAHA top ranking
emong receiver manu-
faclurers. The rest of
the top ten, in order of
choice, were Onkyo,
Harman-Kardon, Sony,
NAD, Denon, Kenwood,
Technies, JVC and Sher-
wood, - ' .

Over the years, most audiophiles haven’s
been especinlly impressed with Jipanese
speakers, but if they'd bothered 10 listen
to Yamaha's two Magship models—the
NS 1000 and the NS 690-—they'd know
the error of their ways, The NS 1000 {the
current top of the line) bas earned high
praise from Audiolad listening panels for ; - |
some ycars, and its baby brother {(the NS ' Yamaha At a sugpested [ist of $500 each, the
£90), turned in an exceplional perform- Yamaha NS 690 [il is worth every pen-
ance in an Audiolab test in 1974. Since : NS 6a0 It ny. m

then, speaker design has seen significant '
advances, and the original NS 690 has
gone through several model changes, the
currenl veesion being dubbed the NS 690
111. We thought it might be interesting (o
see how the latest version of a speaker
that impressed us cight ycars ago would
fare against current Japanése, American,
and Canadian competition. We were not
disappointed.

You cannot argue with smooth, lincar,
on-axis frequency response and cxcellent
dispersion off-axis. The virtues that dis-
tinguished the original 630 are’3till abun- .
dantly evident in the anechoic curves of-
the latest model (Figure 10).

Dispersion off-axis is superb; the 60°
response i remarkably close to the on- il L Caoma in ané browse
axis performance, and of course these dis- . . X through our fine
persion characteristics were reflected in telection of antiques.
the open, spacious, and airy sound quality
noted by all the listening panel members.
“Smooth”, “clear, *“natural”, and
“wide-range"-~these adjectives recur
with satisfying regularity in the lisicning
panel's asséssments, and the Yamzha's
highs—*ringing” cymbals and the like on
big band and jazz—came in for special

praisc. | : Achileve a Total Look with our
Cosmetically and technicaily, the NS -

690 M1 closely resembles its predecessor. PERIOD WALLPAPER & DRAPERIES | _ : }
It's a J-way acoustic suspcnsion system Stop by today - or use our '
with a 10 cm woofer, 7.5 cm dome wid- - - $E5 U3 AT
range, and a 3 cm dome tweeler. Protec-, ’ 785 MAM ST. E.
tive screens shield the midrange and ettt o e
tweeter domes from errant children and | : ; | +r
curious pets. There are two front- . | |
mounted midrange and tweeter level con- : | ' | H?EL?I?!
trols (all tests were donc with these set at ' |

. the “Normal™ position}, and spring con- - :
nectors [or speaker leads are on the rear.

Criticisms of the Yamaha's sound were

{ew, and centred mainly on & trace of siri-
dency audible in the midrange on some
big band or vocal selections—probably a
resuit of Lthe slight hump at 2 kHz that's
more evident in the off-axis response.

These cavils sside, the Yamaha was
judged to be a thoroughly ncutral, articu-
tate, and highly pleasant reproducer, with
very good bass. s

In terms of scnsitivily, the 690 FHi was
miech like the Sony and the Mirage. One
watt of input power produced an SPL of
88.0 dB a1 | mctre on axis. To produce a
90 d8 SFL at 2 metres required 7.0 watts
of input pawer and fo increase that to 95
dB SPL nceded 22.1 watis. If you like
your music foud, the Yamaha would be
very comfortable with a 100 watt ampli- : _ : e - .
fier. Total harmanic distortion with the e - S’ _ _ - _ o
690 11 is very low over the whole spec- - M.TMImtun-hw.m."j,
trum {Figure 11), and when more power  vTha Norbrash Cantre™
ia applied (to achicve the 95 4B SPL), the o ahinag ¢ B
increase in THD -is negligible. | i L -

Against thi: competition, the Yamaha
drew a gratifying range of high marks,
occasionally gutscoring several excellent
reference speakers on bolh scales of
pleasantness and fidelity. The Yamahais,
in the words of one fussy pancl member,
“a genuine hi-fi speaker!™ This is hegh
praise for any speaker regardless of price.

Introducing ...
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in fine antiques
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