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Reed’s report from

By JULIAN REED, MFP'P
Helton-Berlingioa
FREEDOM OF
INFORMATION
Liberal MPF James
Brelthaupt (Kitchener)
inlroduced a Private
Member's Bill May 4 on
Freedom of Information.

In essence, the Bl high-
lighted the Willlama
Commisslon proposals as
outlined n Yolume I of ita

Freedom of InformaUon

1. A general public right
of access 1o government-
held infnrmation;

2. A list of speclilc
axemptions from this
geoeral right to protect the
legitlmate needs of
government for confliden-
tinlity;:

3. Independent review ol
government declsions to
release or withhold infor-
matlon,
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Individual Privacy
' 1. Encourage restralnt
and fairness {n the collect-
ion of persona]l data by
government;

2. Ensure Lhat the public
is aware of the exlatence
and nalure of governinent
Informalion systems con-
taining personal data;

3. To give individuals Lhe
right io exsmine and
correct records contalning
personal information
about them, subject lo
certain exceptions;

4. To allow individuals to
participate in decisions
about the use and dis-
scmination of personal
Information about them;

5. To establish dala
management standards Lo
protect the Integrity and
gecurity of personal infor-
mation held o govern-
ment records.

In his Blll, Jin Breit-
haupt made a determined
attempt to Incorporate the
most up-lo-date knowledge
e the important and
sensltive issue of freedom

of information, and the -

protection of individunl
privacy. That does nol
mean, as he has pointed
oul, that it Is "‘the very last
wnrd"mthequuunnﬁ

A copy of the Privale
Member's Bll) was malled
to sothe 1,000 peaple
known to be inlerested In
the lasue. The response
rm.! averwhelmingly posit-
Ve,

During debale on tihe
legislation, Jim Breit-
heec{]t emphasized the

for urgency on \his
Important question. As he
mtd we have waited far
Iung for Ireedom of
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information leglslation to
be enacted.

In 1977, the Willlams
Commission was establ-
iahed lo study and veport
upon Lhe many complex
asprcis of [reedom of
informaotion. The Krever
Commistion on Confiden-
tiality of Health Inform-
ation waa struck that same
year.

In August, 1960, the
Williams Cummluinnmb-
mitied Hs fipal report' to
the Ontaric Legislature,
preparalion of which had
cost approximately
$1,700,000. Onlarians were

mised draft Jeglalation

the end of 1980,

A further alx months
elapsed hefore, Sept. 29,
the minlster announced,
not leglslation, but Lhe

establishiment of a Task
Force to draft a pesition

paper with accompanylng
legisiation, at an antécl-

JULIAN REED
pated cost of §130,000. The
people of Ontario were told

o e - o i el g

Queen’s Park

a White Papsy would be
{ssued by Deoc. 15, 1981,
and that the Minlster bop-
ed to hold hearings
t the Winter of
196183 with a view to
tabling legislation by
spring, 1962
Soring, 1082, nrri'md
There was no White
Faper, There wers DO
hearings. There was no
Ieglslntlun
pril 23 Jim Brelthaupt
;featimwd the minister in
islature, The mini-
ater ﬂprmed his regrels
that he was unable (o
'ypesk miore [reely about
our position becauss our
position has not been
reached at this particular
time",
In view of the goverm-
ment’s apparent reluct-

ance to deal with the

queation of freedom of

informatlon, Jim Breil-
haupt decided lo table his
Private Member's Bll,
with the sincere hope and
{ntention that - ita intro-
duction would encourage
lic debate on the lssue,

in the Assembly and
elsewhere, with a view to
giving to the people of
Ontarlo the freedom of
information leglslation
which they s8¢ richly

deserve,
" The BIll was debated by

the Ontario Legislalure
May 77, at which time It
was blocked by govern-
ment members.

Freedom of speech and
of cholce tend to be taken
for granted os the hall-
marks of a democratic

polltical system. Fqually
important, alihough
perhaps less widely recog-
nized, is the priociple that
a democratic governmend
is o government run not
mﬂy for the people but by
people. The notion of
pnrﬁcipltnnf democracy
is generally accepted, yet
the practice of modern
governments suggests it is
a notion which is all too
eanily bypansed. To the
extent that governments
become entrenched so also
do they become closed and
gecretive, Closed govern-
ment conflicts with the
principles of (ree, demo-
c¢ratlc government. More
pver, it alienates and iso-
Iates the pecple it |s
intended to serve.
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