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Metric system —putting its best Joot forward

Everybody in*the Uniled
States will be gaing back 10

schoal inthe near fwure, lore- .

leamn the art of measuning, as
the cauniry switches uver 1o
the metric sysiem, which has

already become standard in -

most parts of the world.

The chaage-over to metrics
i3 not the il time the world
hat scen a conversiom of mea-
suremesnt Mendanty, Way back
inancient times, the Egyplians
and Babylonians used the cu-
bit, which was equivalent to
appronimately 20.6 inches.

As the cubit was, in effect,

the kength of a man’s fureann

and hangd (the wond “'cubit*”
comes from the Laiin for “'el-
bow™), there was naturally
uite a bit of variation,

In Egypt. the cubit was dj.
vided nlo smaller units of
measuce, which, like the cu-
bir, ook iheir names fram
pans of the human anatomy:
lhere were seven “palms’ In
ome cubit, and four ““digity' in
a palm. -

The Grecks uved 1he ¢ ubit as
a sandand of measurement,
but preferred the Toal. Their
foul way zpprinsately 1214
inches in length, and it was
Broken up jaie 23 digits,

The Roman foot was
slightly shorter — uppruxi.

mutely L6 inchey — and was
divided into 16 digirs.

poyive mspect of this
system ol measuremenl was
that one carried the measuning
fois with one a off times; the
negative aspevt, that standard-
bzalion wey smn-existent, be-
cause of the varying physkjues
of the peoplke lending arms and
feet s measuring ools.

[t weasn 'y till the lue 1700x
1hat any truc standandizalion of
measurement began in Eu-
tpe. infingland, the yard was
adopicd a3 the Handand unit of
kength mensurement; it was dj-
vided into feet and inches.

A metal bar known &3 the
Mandand measure was kept
the English govemment — it
wiy considered to be 1he ghag-
lute definition of what a yard
actually measured. Bui, be-
cause nwilals shrink and cox-
pand with changes af iempera-
tures, cven this bar was lesa
than absuluge

By 1the cnd of the |%h cen.
ury. however, scientific ad-
vahces permitted the British
b riligs Lo subshilute 3 mose
accurate arbiter of abhwlute
N &sUement,

Al that time, the imperial
yurd — the distonce berween
Two puants located on guld
study which had heen Taviene:d

ti: a bronze bar, when the bar
was B8 Contoin lemperatuie —
was devised.

In the meantime, despite
carly expasure to a wide vari.
ety af messuring systems,
Amcrica had adopeed the En.
glish sysiem,

The U.5. government had
i3 awn absolule standan) - a
brss bar, calibrated in inches,
with a yard being defined as
lhat fengih between the 2714
and 63rd inch marks.

While the United States was
refining its chosen sysiem af
measurement, the mave 1o.
ward metrication had already
begun across the Atfamic,

As far back as the late
1705, % system of decimal
measuremnent had been con-
sidered and, in E791, the Paris
Academy af Science recom-
mended adapting & metric sys-
tem of measuremen.

The staidand meter found :

v physical complement in a
platinum bar whose lengih
equaled one den-millionth of
e of the carth’s meridianal
yuadranis. By 1927, this was
refined to define the length ut
lhe micter using light waves,
which vanmu either bo 1am-
pered wath ar desinyyed.

The meteic sysrem My

Saving time is student priority

As just abaul every college
stodent reponts, the handest
pan of schoel is ned caleulus o
chemistry but finding ensugh
lime far everything there is 1y
da, :

That's why time manage-
ment hints and helpers can be
the most valuable things you
vendd give. Here are some
ideas you can share with your
favorite uif-to.wcollege vio-
dent.

®* Be 3 sclective joiner.
Begin by chooting Just one ex-
tracurricular aclivily —

spart, newspaper, whatever.
Mol serous stidents find thay
ane 1s all they can handle,

® If you fecl so over-
whehined by work thar you
Jan tknow where 1o start, bor-
mow AlTick fnvm top execulives
and make a disk: most impur-
tant thing first, then down in
aonder.

Start working from 1k iﬂ{l
ul the List; of you dan't get all
the way through, you can use
the rest as the tp of the neat
day s List,

® Take & breather for some

fresh air and exercise during a
long work/study session: time
spent on & 10-minute walk wifl
be more than repaid by in-
creased concentration afier-
want,

¢ Use time-saving meth.
wds.  For example, cai ot a
caleferta in your donn when
postible instead of e ane
ACM3Y Campus,

® Try ouwt varinis places
for sudying — your poum. the
htwary, a lounge, cle. oo andl
WCORRCIT Y seem Lo cnm-
plish the e

weem, al fing glance, confus.
ing to minds which are fufl of
feet, inches and yards, How.
ever, it s actually far casier 1o
beam and use than the preseat
sYsicm, ma it it based on the
decimal systern; that is, every-
thing is divided into units of
ien,

The basic units are the me-
fer, which mecasures lengih
and iz equzal o approaimate]
1.} yards; the liter, whic
measures volume, and equals
spproximalely 1.06 quans;
and the gram, which is 5 mea-
sure of weight, and equals ap-
prr.uimuclly 128 of an ounce,

The prefix which is etiached
1o the basic unit of measure in.

Uwates whether it is to be my!- -

tiplied or divided, and by how
much.

The Greek prefines —deca,
hecto and kil «— indicate 1ha
the basic unit is 1 be mulii-
plied by, respectively, 10, 100
ami 1.000. ;

The Latin prefines — dej,
centi god milli — indicale thas
he basic unit i 1o be divided
by, respectively, 10, 100 and
1.4,

Rulers which have been cal-
\brated sccunting b the melne
walem are most frequenily
marked ofl in centimclers,

Road signs indivating alis-
taree will most fikely be ex-
prossed inkilomerers — [LO00
me £ F Uiy, '

Weight will mod likely be
determmined in grams, for smali
quantifics, amt in kilograms
(one kilopran: equals apprixi-
mately 2.2 perunds) foe heavier
anet. Miniscule quaniities will
be weighed in milligrams,

Cups that are used for miea-
sunng volume will be in litery
and millifiters. ;

A Tuurth, relared ares of

cmegssurement invirlves tem-

eature. Presently, we are uy-
1ng the Fahroaheit syuem but,
aleng wilh the convenion to
MRy 158 COmuUng 2 coinve rvion
ty Centigrade, vr Celsius,
which 15 in commun usve
stvund the world.

The uling point — 2127 1n

McDonal

E_u Flhﬂ:n!t:::tll': — is 100"
cnliFrndc; the freezing polin
— 32* Falirenhe it — i3 0° Cen-
ligrade,

To convert temperaturey

fram Fahrenheit to Centl. -

grade, of vice versa, [ slightly
more complex than the other
canversions, To conven from
Fabrenheit to Centigrade, sub-

tract 32% then multiply by $§9.

To convent fram Centigrade
e Fahrenheit, simply revenss
the process - that is, fist
muliply the Centigrade tem-
peralere by 943, then add 17*.

Wattage Energy

The wattage of a bulb does
rot measure the amount of
light it gives, burt rather the
amaunt ef energy needed 10
light it.

Mugravyx rr:nrdrr-{Hndrl

ctirhrd in a coat pocket oy backpack, und

lrllﬂudmlnllprmd review leclares and
recorder fealures Iwo speeds,

esalgnirents. The
bulli-in condensur micio-

phone, power level indicator and operaies on AC or DI
eurrenl. Included Is an adepior plog for hooking inlo riec.
\rical oullets and a 60-minute cpaae (e lapr. -
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Record your child’s growth with

professional school

" Schoul f‘il’u:—lngrlpht vl your
child taken cachy car fmeen kin-
derparien through upper
Rrndes ane a preat way o re-
member his or her grwing
yrars,

T make the muosd of this un -
usual vpperivnity. profes.
sional photegrephers uifer ad-
Vice o panenes st prepanng
their children fuor @ Jaic with
Ihe professiona] whon phu.
Wgraphes,

Defore you send your
yrurgster off on piviune day,
give your chill a head to-10¢
Htpectian to Be sune he o he
willTouk well grwuned in ok
the individual whou! ponyail
By w1 s phaoties that stow (e

chiddren full lengih

The prufessionaly suggesl
outflinting your chald 1 wmie-
thing that is solid colored ar
hav o subducd paticen, Gar.
ments made of wanklc.free
fabzics will look fresh pyven of
the photography are made Loie
tnihe show) day,

The day belore piciune Jay,
cheeh nosee JF yoar child"s
hangs necd a tim When yuu
peb your hitle pird realy for
school un picrure day, keep
her hiairin place with 2 harene
orf nihbwn

Remembes e give your s

4 sl combowi he can i his
B belore Be vits for the ph-
tgrapher. You dont owant

photographs

waywand hocks i deteact from
their bright shiny smijles.
Chice you wend the my afT
whood e stud i, you can kave
the rest (o the professional
pholvgrapher wixe iv eapen.
enced i daking winsinye and

- wewrable pholon of eyven the

marsl camery-shy child.

Calor enlargements of pruo-
fessional schowsk photos made
wondeelul gilts d:r grandpar-
ey, aunts and uncles.. and
Famiily friemss,

He sure o order plenty of
Ermh ardd enlargements on

wudak paper. When el in
Frames, sthewe photus make ar.
i v e devoraling avveswiries
Lo your bome or othere
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Over 100,000 radualea recommend

Young Drivers of Canada

Trauning centres coast to coast

¢ Oriver traiming lor all ages
¢ Coursoe lee 13 Income tax deductible By 1he student
¢ Your choice of automatic or standasd shift cars
* Enquire about insurance premium reduchons :
for YD graduates :
= Private in-car instruchion

a Froe pick up at home lorin-car tnstruction
® Appraved by tha Ontano Satoly League
* You only learn to drive once - do il righy

NEXT COURSE STARTS:

September 22nd, 1982

Wednesday & Thursday Evenings
6:30 - 9:30 p.m.
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TAKE A TOUR
OF McDONALD'S

and see what goes on
behind the scenes.

Great for groups of all ages.

To reserve your tour, call - Hey Kids! Nothing To Do?
McODonald's at

877-0221 ENJOY A "ﬂL‘}’EQTﬂER SWIM
‘GEORGETOWN LIONS POJL!

Win McDonald’s-
Gift Certificates

16 Mountainview Rd. S., Georgetown

877-0751
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