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' Region, MDs sort out death details |
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trative officer {CAQ) Den-
nis Perlin reported that an
inguest may be called into
the July 13 death of Jomes
Earl Scott, 84, at Goelph
General Hespital,

Mr. Scoft o resldent at
Cher's Rest Home, was in
Guelph General for 13
days before he died of
heart failure and pneumo-
nia.

Halton publlc health
staff and Guelph coroner
Dr. Walter Scolt (no relat-
jon) expressed concerned

hecause Scott had badly ;
infeeted sorea on the rear’

of his body when he wns
gdmitted to hozpital, com-
. mittee was tald.

Dr. Peter Cole, Halton
medical officer of health,
said the severlty of the
decubitus ulcers, or bed-
sores, could not have hap-
pened between the time
Dr. D.W. Van Der Bent, of
Acton, irepted Mr. Scott at
the rest home and Scott’s
death at the hospitat.

Mr. Scott was moribund
since May, Mr, Perlin
reported.

“"The coroner (Dr.
Seott) sald he had never
scen onything like it
Dr. Cole sald. **The ulcers
were Tight dawn to lhe
hone. Our concern is be
ceuse we didn't know
about it. We're not saying
Mrs. Cherwnnigk didn't
mean o provide proper
care. When such Lhings
occur it's usunlly beyond
the expertise of the aver-
age rest home operalor (o
deal with it.” _

Public health siaff view
the situation serioualy,
Mr, Perlin sald. " . . .
{Thhere was d pecd 0
question whether or not
that particular individuat
was recelving proper care
and treatment while in
Cher's Resl Home,'' he
stated in o report to the
committee,

N

“ . (Sitaff belleve the
bedsores were probably
from uncontrollable wet-
ting and lack of changlng
beeause , . . the individual
was fully dressed and up
and nround . . . when
{public heatth nurses) vis-
(ied the home. Somchow . .

A(Hey was not receiving
proper care and got these
terribie sores,’” Mr. Perlin
added.

“Whoether the individual
finally died from the infec-
tious sores is not the major
concern here, but rather
the particalar  incident
just raise . , . concern as lo
whether the objective of
Cher's Hest Home Lo prov-
ide proper care and treat-
ment ta the residents there
i5 being achieved.

Dr. John Strathearn, re-
glonal coroner for South
Georgian Bay region that
includes Wellington Coun-
ty, sajd Tuesday that Dr.

Scott recommended an in-

quest.

Dr. Cole sald Dr. Van
Der Bent had been treat-
ing Mr. Scott for the sores
stid rest home staff knew
aboyt them. Pullic health
nurses were unaware of
what was wrong when they
recornmended the man be
removed from Cher's. The
nurses noticed Seett’s con-
dition had deteriorated to
a stale where he required
more care than Lthe resi
home |3 designed to provi-
de.

When pressured by pub-
lic health officials to place

" Mr. Scoit In 3 different

facility, Dr. Van Der Bent
sent him to hospital, the
commitice was told.

“Dr. Van Der Bent is
one physician who doean’'t
care much for the public
health department,” Dr,
Cole said, “'s0 his respans-
es tostall queries were not
particulariy helpful.”

Dr. Van Der Bent could
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HOME

not be contacted for com-

~ment,

LEVELS

Because ithere is an al-
tending physletan doean't
absclve the home operator
of responsibilily for resi-
derd care, Dr. Cele sald,
Many physicians don't un.
dersiand the distinction in
the level of service offered
by various [acilities and
they rely heavily on the
health upit to aid In plac-
ing patients appropriately.

Dr. Varn Der Bent also
aitends patients In two
other Acten rest hames,

When a new rest hotne
resident is accepted, publ-
je health siaff is usualiy
welcomed Lo interview the
patients at the other Acton
rest homes and determine
whether they have been
placed in an approprlate
facility. This was not ihe
case at Cher's, Dr. Cole
said.

Somaolimes, he said, the
home operator can’t as-
segs the level of care
needed by the patient
Other times, the patient is
ndmitted properly but as
his condition deteriorales
he showld be transfered to
nnother type of facilty.

. COMMUNICATION

Guelph lawyer -Gerald
Punnett, who represented
Mrs. Cherwonlak and her
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husband Brian at the mee-
ting said he felt & break-
down of communlcation
between  heaith  depart-
ment slaff and Mrs. Cher-
wonink was responsible
for lack of Informatlon
surrounding Mr. Scolt’s
conditiot.

Mr. Punnetl #aid
Dr. Cale's reports indicat-
ed things had been golng
well between the public
health nurses visiting the

hame and his client, Dr. -
Cole said in a June 21

letter. ta Mr. Punnett Lhat
because he "had no reser-
valions about the care
provided nt Cher's,” the

home would be inciuded in -

the region’s referral list
for people making inquiri-
es about placing a resident
in a resl home.

However, when someond
subsequently called the
regicn looking for a ilst of
hemes to place o qualified
reaident, Cher's wasn't on
the list.

Dr. Cole said he wasn't
in possession of all the
facts at the time he wrote
the letler saying he had no
concerns about care at

Cher's and it was “'grosaly
inaccurate’, {a say relat-
lons beiween Mrs. Cher-
woniak and her stoalf had
been smooth and improv-
ing uniil recent months.
‘"TEARS’

Dr. Cole sald during the
past week three of his
nursea have returned in
tears from visils to Lhe
home. The nurses anid

they would not return bec-

ause of lhe abuse they had
exparieneed. F
“They were totally un-
able te perform their job,”
he said, 'not because they
were nat allewed to do so,
but because of the atmos-
phere of {etal non-co-oper-
ation and 1{otal wverbal
abuse. From what I saw it
appears the Cherwoniaks
were unwilling Lo coaper-
ate that's anc thing; but if
they're unwilling to do 6o
thot's saomething else.”

It hasn't been p trouble
free situation up untll (re-
gional council's) July 8
{meeling). I find it difl3-
cull 10 sc# how someonc
could ferget how threaien-
ing they’d been Lo semcone
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as recently os July 8 —
unless it was convenlent 1o
do so."”

Mr. Punnctl offcred
himself as & mediatlor to
help re-establish relations
between the Cherwoniaks
and regiona! health staff,
He said his effort to halt
unlounded allegations ag-
ainst the Cherwonioks has
resulted in the launching
of lwo alander suils again-
sl parties that he refused
lc namde. -,

ﬂfe is
a Mutual
aftair.

¢ It has been learned thit
o such aclion has been
launcheéd in the Wellingt-
on Counly sessions of the
Ontario Surpeme Court
charging Margaret Will-
oughby, a member of the
staff of the Milton-based
Vietortan Order of MNurses
wilh glander).
OROGERED
Mr. Punnett said in &
tetter to Mr. Perlin dated
July & that he felt his client
Conllnued on Page 7
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