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Statt kept

quarrelsome

Halton

Although we don't expect
Renaissance Canada’s con-
tributing to the current em-
br:fliu involving Halton’s
medical officer of heaith MOH
Dr. Peter Cole, Milton Coun,
Bill Johnson, and Acton’s
Cher's Rest Home, will have
any effect on how fast al} par-
ties reach reconciliation, we
have to argue with at least one

int Renaissance leader, Rev.

en Campbell, raised in a
recent letter to regional coun-
cil,

While the letter questions
the morals of informing high
school students about birth con-
trol, something Dr. Cole ad-
vocated five years ago when he
was MOH with Metropolitan
Toronto and which we support,
we believe it takes an un-
warranted swipe at the current
role of the region’'s — and for
that matter, any -- civil ser-
vice.

Rev. Campbell maintains

that Halton's civil servants
should keep the elected
representatives informed, but
they over step their duties when
they begin to ““advise’’ on items
- 0f regional business.
" This is a rather narrow-
‘minded regard for the coun-
processes. We
suspect that without the
regign’s ‘‘advise-oriented”’
civil servants, Halton residents
might have what former town
councillor Pat Patterson often
described (in his barbed
references to = Halton's
representation), as pgover-
nment by a ‘bunch of drunken
satlors”, lacking direction and
stability.

Ultimately, deciding

STAFF COMMENT

united

what's best for the region's
residents lies with its coun-
citlors: but whether forging
major policies or acting on
relatively minor items of
business, decisions are most of-
ten based on recommendations
from senior civil servants.

When councillors entrust
staff members to do the foot-
work and come with some
direction which council can
follow, it's done with the under-
standing that the civil servanis
are the people qualified to do
the job. In fact, an elected
representative who plows
ahead with a regional matter
without the advice of his civil
service is acting recklessly and
doing nothing for his con-
stituents. He usually ends up
looking like a fool.

We don’'t disagree that
bureaucracy, particularly at
the federal ahd provincial
level, is getting out of hand and
contributing te government
inefficiency. It's still too earl
to tell whether or not hiring ad-
ditional senior management
civil servants after last year's
Hickling-Johnson review has
improved effiency. in all
regional departments, =

- Nor 0 we welcome
beligerent civil servants of
whom Rev, Campbell suggests
there now are a number in the
regional fold.

But one should be reminded
that it has been the outspoken,
more heavy-handed members
of Halton's civil service which
have kept the region together
for.the common good against
councillors who would have it
torn apart without giving it a
chance to work.

By Chris Aagaard

Hello?...Hello?...

I

1f Canadians gre among the world’s
biggeat talkers, as Bell Canada frequently
reminds us, then we Wwill soon have plenty
to grouse about when Bell presents jis
case belore the Canadian Radic-Televis-
lon Commisston (CRTC) for yet another
rote Increase,

“Our contlnulng rﬂmmlhﬂiir Lo prov-
lde service to our customers obllges us to
seck an Increase in rales,” reads an
article in o recent special issue of the Bell
News, and goes on to lament the alate of
economy and how inflatlon ks contloulng to
puzh up ils costs.

When somebody called  to Inform
Bell's administration that the f{ederal
government's battle plans to fight inflat-
lan called for restrainl, Bell must have
. rudely hung up. ;

The application flled by the company
June 28 (to be heard at public meetings
Oct, 26) calls for a 15 per cent [ncrease In

revenues next year, rather exlravagant -

by todny™s standards,

Withoul renewed rates, Bell president
J.C. Thackray maintained, currenl rev-
enues won't keep pace “with the rising
coals of providing service'.

- In the Toronlo area, the average rate
for a resldential ling may rise from $2.00 &
month to $14.55. For business, individual
line rales may rise $13.45 a month lo
$51.85. There are also substantial changes
proposed for Bell's long distance eervice,

articularly i you are making operator-

ndled calla.

In the same breath, Bell moans about
lhe economle crunch and then contributes
loll, From oifices towering above Toronlo

L]

and Montreal, Bell's chieftains appear
obllvicus fo the flscal soundnens of general
restralnt. Perhaps they're glddy In the
rarefled, unpoliuted atmosphere sur-
rounding the market Lhey have sklllfully
monopelized.

Bell has plans to spend $8.2 biltlon
" warld-wlde over the next five years, $1.5
billion of that in 1883. If they get their
increase. and there's llitle reason to
belleve they won't as they bully our
wobbly-kneed CRTC, lhey can offer
shareholders o 17 per cent rate of relurn
on common siock baldings. If not, the
relurn may well sllp to eight per cent,
right down Lhere with other indusiries
rying desperately to weather the slump.

"One must ask the same questions
which have preceded other Bell rate
increase applications: Will customer ser-
vice Improve? Who wants snother
“Phonecenlre™ anyway?) How ls this
gﬂingﬂtn affect emall business, supposedly
the backbone of our economy, which |s
already generally foced with finanecial
problems? When is the {lnger-wagging
government, so fond of tefling Its civil
service and other Canadians to adopt
more modest (Inanclal-securily goals,
going to start feeding some of the same
medicine to ogbese govarnment agencies
and crown ufllitles ljke Bell Canada?

Finally, how deaf |s the CRTCT What
kind of publlc outery, what amount of
personal expense, aweal and tear does it
take before the Commission barks a {irm,
“No"" 1o Bell's continuing demands for
more money?

It's about time somebody in Ottawa
put Bell on hald for a while,

. The Oakville Art Soclety is holding its annun!
ART IN THE PARK show ond sale on Monday,
Augusl 2nd, from 10 a.m, to 7:20 p.oh, in Coronation
Park, Lakeshore Road West {belween 3rd and 4th

Lincs) in Qakville. About 50

rticipants will be

seliing paint! ’E::;WE’E]: pture, photographs,
T 4 L

macratne, embre

handwoven wear-

ables, Jeweliery, leather, stalned glass and olher
crafls. This I8 one of the major fundralsing events
for the 0.A.8., a non profit organizalin. which
provides many educatlonal programs, especlally in
palnting, poltery and sculpture. Admission for Art
In The Park will be 50 cents for adults; children
under 12, and senlor cittzens free.

(
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Our tough economic climate

~ 7 T
FolR ﬁﬁ?,nn% o JusT
TAKE DowN THC
BARRIERS AN TELL Em

forces foes to bury hatchets

By Stewart
MacLeod

Amid all the gloom and deom of Lhe
current econcmie crists, we've finally
caught sight of one glimmer of light.
Finally, 1t seems, governmment and
organited labor are beginning (o bury
their hafchets - at lezst, they have
atopped the name-calling.

Perhaps co-operation Is too strong
o word, but e termpe rary Lruce seems to
have been struck. And considering the
acrimony that has existed in the past,
this fa quile on achlevement. It may
olso say something about the seriour
state of the economy.

A breakthrough of 1bris occurred
last week when the Canadlan Labor

. Congreas Execullve, headed by Presl-

dent Dennis McDermott, entered a
Parllament HUl commititee room to
talk with Prime Minlster Trudeau and
key members of his cabinet about the
government's wage reslraint program.
What everyone expected - and 1
suspect this applled to the participants
- was a short, angry exchange of

disagreements before the alrwaves
once agaln reverberated with the
traditional exchange of insulta,
' NOT NASTY

We all knew what Dennis McDer-
mott thought of the Trudeau govern-
ment and its wage resiralnts am.
A Tew days earlier he had called
Finance Minister Allon MacEachen a

*son of a bilch." And now that the

Rovernment was going to ask for
McDermott's co-operation in holding
wage increases down to six per cent,
we expecied to hear some neworiginal
ndjectivea, : m :

It was surprising - even
shocking - wﬁt]-.]n the meeﬂngﬂuhmilly
broke cgp and the CLC President
ernerged without ohe nasty thing to eay
about the Trudeau government, except
that there was still 8 fundamental
disagrecment. Instead he talked of the
serious gltuation facing the country.

"Our members are badly frighten-
ed,' he sald, almost echolng the words
of Trudeay who said that “The hell hos
been scared out of all of us.™

Wha! happened behind those clos-
ed doors, said MeDermoll, was "A
good exchange, an open exchange in a
reasonabily cordial atmosphere.'” He
had leamed that the government's
restraints program has not eiched In
slone, there was still the posalbllity of
changes. It seems Lhat both sides were
open, construclive and relatively cord-
lal, quite unlike ail previous meetings
belween the two groups.

COMMON ENEMY

What happened, apparently, was
that both sides came to the conclusion
that the common economic enemy was
simply too threatening to be handled
by divisive forces and, deapite funda-
mental differences between labor and
government, a truce had to be reached.
With more than 1.3 million Canadiana
out of werk, Lhis was clearly no lime
for unneceasary squabbling.

- Alter his meoting with the CI.C
president, the Prime Minister said
this: *'I think Canadians are beginning
to say, ‘Well, let's set aside our
quarrels for o while and see if we can
pull up gur socks and act as a natlon for
a change; forget that we are provinces
and federal government and labor and
manogement let's see what we can do
together to creale & beller climale
here, a beltar economic climate and
political climate’,"

- There were certainly indlcatlons of
such ration when Trudeau mel
recently with the Premlers and, more
predictably, there was unrestrained
enthuslosm when business waos msked
to embrace the wage restraints. But 1L
wal at this Jalest meeling with the CLC
thot the biggest breakthough eccurred
and although the truce may be
temporary; It's goed to know that in
these critical times that such antagon-
Ists a3 Trudeau and McDermott can sit
down together and actually flnd com-
mon ground,

York South bid may prove
tough one for NDP’s Rae

By Derek
Nelson

NDP Leader Bob Rae's chances of
losing the York South by-election thla
aulumn lie sornewhat between remaote
and nil. But then — that’s what the
medla thought too about Jim Coutts Lo
the Spadina feders] by-election.

It is that sllm possibility that
makes what otherwlse would be a
cut-and-dried affair Into an interesting
race.

In theory Rae cottld kave troubles.

The York South seat has been
represented by the pairiarch of the

rovincial New Democratic Party, its
ormer leader Donald MacDennld,
since 1953 when he won with 1,400
e {though the ridin
Inlereatingly, a e riding
rics hgivfu changed over the
years, and MacDonald'a victory marg-
in has climbed as high as 8,000, last
March MacDonald again won by only
1,400 voton. -

The Liberals ran second, with the
Tories a cloge third, .

The rumor mkl already has the
popular mayor of the local borough

running for the Conservatives, while
an alderman of Italian extraction (ina
riding 50 per cent Italian} is belng
touted for the Liberals,

OTHER BIDE

The other slde of the coin, of
course, wns best symbolized by the
recent Hamllton Wesl by-election. The
NDP candidale won easlly in a seat
iraditionally more favorable Lo the
other parties.

Most opinlon credits the NDP
victary to the pularity of the
federal Liberals In Lﬁzl:ml (with
volers toking it out on provincial
gousins}, and to the provinclal Tory
budget in particular,

Moteover, the NDP can concentra-
te their dedicated workers during n
by-clection in a way they cannot during
& major campalgn.

And Ree is running as porty
Ieader,

Add all these faclors together and
it Is highly unllkely that Ras can lose.

Still, the NDP did not spend
several months of internol jockeying
in an attempt to find Rae anolher seat

.without a reason. And the obyious one

is that the party wanted the safest
possible seat. i
" BESTBET .

In that regard the loglcal home for
Rae would have been In Lhe proviaclal
equivalents of his former federal seat
In cast-end Toronto. But the sliting
members, Jim Renwick and Marion
Bryden, both refused to reslgn.

So most of Lhe drama over the past

few months has been centred on whom
the party could convinee lo slep down
so Rae would not have to take one of
the more chancy seats beyond core
INDP country, i

MacDonald's was a likely cholce,
and 50 it proved to be. (A betler
location, at least from the point of view
of his constituenis, would have been
Tony Lupasclla’s downtown Toronto
scat. For medlcal reasons Lupasella
has not been doing his job as an MPP
all'thnt well.)

IIGH PRICE

However, what should not pass

without notlee 5 the high price
MacDonald exected from the party
establishiment lo give up whot In
cascnce was his life-long career.

The NDF cihucus will add more
than $9,000 io MacDonald’'s $22,500
annual pension so that he'll contlnue to
receive the basic MPP salary. He also
becomes chalrman of the NDP caucus.

In additlon, he'll head up two task
forces for the party on his arcas of
specin] Interest, namely agricullure
{“"asphalt farmer™ the Tories called
urbanite MacDonald) and Onlarlo
Hydro.

And he has been des(gnated “spec-
lal advisor'" to Rae, whalever that
means, i

-With MacDonald ot his slde Rae
should keep the seat, but ono should
never b;rrvnr-m?ﬂdmt ahbﬂtijl:umﬂn
ihings. Aristocrallc chu e
Rae have been mmtu ¢rash In
elections belope.

HORNBY BALL CLUB’'S 36TH ANNUAL

Garden Party

Saturday 6:30 p.m.

Ball gome, meat pies and country music.

THIRTY YEARS AGO — A radicsl
change §n retall business hours will
come into effect Aug. 1. From that
date, stores will remain open Friday
ovenings .until 9 pm. and close
Saturdays ot 6 p.m. A petition, signed
by 35 merchants, was passed by
council Monday bringing the change
into effecl. There were no complaints
al the meeting about the new hours,
although there are at least ten merch-
ants who did not sign the petition.

TWENTY YEARS AGO —George-
town's road budget took a beating
Monday when five tenders were accep-
ted calling for an expendiiure of
somewhat over $34,000 for a number of
major projects, A local firm, Lyn Dale
Contracting, will instal Delrex Boulev-
ard storm sewers at & price of $3,013
and reconstruct paris of Valleyview
Road, Charles and Market Sireets for
$14,285. Other contracts went to Peel
Constyuction of Bramplen for surface
lreatment on & number of roads,
$14,634; to Godsen Contracting, Toron-
to, final surface coat on Main Street,
$3,850; and to Bramall and Co.,
Cooksville, for a new Ontarip Street
bridge. Concrele culverts on Maln
Street Sotith, costing $8,405 will also be
instailed.

TEN YEARB AGO —Subsatantia]
revenuo witl accrue to Georgetown's
capital fund following passing of a
bylaw Monday. The bylaw provides for
fees ranging from $300 for a bachelor

unit to £850 for a single family dwelling

when a building permit is taken out, A
two-unit residence is assessed §750 per
unit; three unlts or more $650 per unit.
Ume bedroom apartments pay $450 and
[wo or more ma, ¥00, Coun,
Ernic Hyde Jed o spirited attack,
claiming the bylaw penailzes the
butlder of a single home and that it
may only apply to the older part of
town,

ONE YEAR AGO ~ Sewer and
waler servicing will remain a regional
responsibiiltty, Halton councillors
maintained inst Wednesday, but the
provincial government will be pressed
for more grants to lron out alleged rate
diaparities among munlcipalities.
Councll’s support for fully veglonalized
servicing, along with Burlington's
proposal to squeeze at least $6.9 million
[rom the province (o subsidize sewer
and water rates, quashed Hallon Hills'
hopes for a ministerial review of the
recently compleied joint sewer and .
waler study before endorging Its
recommendations. Urglng councillors
1o reject maves almed at pressuring
the government to toke a greater ghare
of the sewer and waler servicing
responsibility, Halton Hills Mayor Pele
Pomeroy suggested the Burlington
amendment lacks solid financial caleu-
lalions needed to support it.

POET’S CORNER

Ll
E

The humid weather brings to all
a paln in the bead I do recall
The campfire buming big and
bright
We're all up until ate at night,
The moraing comes in no time at
all
The blrds sre driving me up the
wall
Off to the beach we all depart.
We so0n arrive and the seagulis
atart,
We chased them olf Into the nir
While the glrls declde to wash
thelr halr
Into the lake we start 1o run
Ok, we are having so much fun
Until the time | aearly drowned
And after that Lo the beach I'm
bound.

~By DEREK HODGSON,

AHSstiudent

Love

Love Is llke a bird, that glides
through the sky,
Headlng far Lnto the clouds,
with i{s wingspan spread fong
and far,
As [ts freedom takes It some-
where -
WA,
and Il reaches for the stars,
As It goes ont of sight.

—By JULIE TYERS,

AHS stodent

Dreams

The canoe moved alowly across
the lake
[ seo the wilderness all arcund
me
My troubles are gone when I am
awake
With sll the Iife and the sounds
of the free.
The water s calm and over so
clear
With the [falot wind that ia
moved throagh my halr
This place s so great wilh
nothing (o fear .
That when you see a bear you
doa't ¢ven care,
The camplire burns so big and
so bright !
The warmth [» good and so
relaxing
The -moon's ocut apd doean't

- alfecl your slght
As everyone else contlinues to
slng. -
Too bad Lhat tomorrow we'll be
back home ‘
Maybe in the Ioture 1'l be free
ta roam. .

~By DEREK HODGSON, -
AHS student




