Beware pool rip-offs

BBB warns buyers

Herald Special
Since hpma I:miifﬂna la

L §
inesses together. Swimm-
ing pool construction s
also Included in this cycle,
says Paul Tuz, president
of the Betler Business
Buresu  of Metropolitah
Toronto,
" Even though ii's a buy-
er's market, the Bestier
Business Bureau cautions
that some dishonest pool
salespeople and buil
are still using upethical
special sales gimmicks,
gimeracks, and other high
pressure tacilics.

Be cautious If the sales
tactics used resemble any
of the following:

1. The Bali-and-Bwlich-
er: The 1 “on sales"
gsuddenly 1z not avallable
alnce you are intereated in

it. However, there

just happens {o be a more

coally model that the con-

. tractor will be happy to
i denlﬂ

. 1. You Be The Model:

Your home, after serious

and Jengthy consideration

by top pool executives, has

been urt!’uﬂy chosen g8

thu “model". The sales-

youtobe -

nmnde In order to get the
“besat' pocl the company

sells at a “reduced” price
3. On the Rock:

olfered just for this week
only...and npever to

repealed again.”

contractor also

Ide you with a start-
and completion ached-

itle, fnd financing, and
h:? you wilh maintenance

other service aspecis

a
?Im] owning & swimming

H.er have any doubls
about contractor aclection,
ielephone Lhe BBRE for a
reliabiilty report on the
contractor In: question,
The Bureau has r%hbllitj;
reparts on specifle poo
companies in your cemm-
unity.

Some Fuul*ﬂnjlnf

Guldellnes: There are
several clements you

should take Inlo conslder-
ation befare signing a pool-
bullding contract, Mr. Tuz
sald. First, ddermine how
the pool will be used: for
personal recreatlon, fam-
ily recreation, physical
therapy, eotertaining
friends, oxercise. The
pool's tse will parlly de-
termine what o buy:
above ground or in-
ground.

Above-ground pools us-
uvally cost less than In-
ground types. The above-
grounders are constructed
with a vinyl lining over &
?Led, nslu;mliimam o wood
rame. & lypes may be
taken down and stored or
moved to ancther location,
Maintenance is' relatively.
simple.

In-ground pools are
more expensive: excavat-
jon special supplies, and
lols of labor are
However, an [n-ground
pocl can be a permanent
improvement to the prop-
erty and may get all - or
even mare ~ of your costa

h.lckil}rml-rll your home,

You probably be
taxed, huwwer furrprw
erty lmp-wtmwt
Other check points [o-
clude pool insurance, fenc-
ing, the exinting zoning for
. Site location, local
uilding regulations and
resiyictions, grading re-
guiremenls.
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