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Courting fiscal disaster | |

Bring down the
- government

By the time you read this,
we'd like to think, Canada’s
Liberal povernment will have
collapsed or will be about to
collapse under the weight of a
non-confidence motion that was
expected to come before the
House yesterday (Tuesday).

The focus for the show of
solidarity by the Conservative
and New Democratic parties,
of course, is last week’s budget,
not so much the blueprint for
economic recovery, as the

overnment has called it, as a
iscal disaster just waiting to
happen, skillfully disguised
behind a smokescreen of half-
hearted incentive programs
geared to the beleaguered
small business sector and the
unemployment problem.

Finance minister Aillan
MacEachen has had his chan-
ce. Seven months of non-stop
cries of outrage and genuine
ﬁ:gn failed to prompt any moere

n a token response from the

ublic servant whose name has
become synonymous with
arrogance, disinterest and
plain old-fashioned tunnel
vision, .

MacEachen has replaced
Pierre'Trudeau as the modern
world’'s answer te. Marie An-
toinette, that aristocratic
French champion -of class

?istincliuns who 'uttered the'
mmortal words *'Let them eat.

cake”, Like her, it seems,
MacEachen has no idea what
democracy is for or about; like
her, he shall lose his political
life beneath the guillotine knife,
albeit the sharp blade of our
condemnation. -

Having trotted out the old

inflation issue once its Con-
stitutional meanderings were
milked for all they were worth,

the Liberal government has
somehow concluded that what's
best for the Canadian people is
a greater rate of government
spending and some irontal at-
tacks on the unemployment,
small business and housing
problems. Rather than confron-
ting the Bank of Canada and its
colleagues in e¢rime, the
Liberals believe they have our
approval to increase the
national debt from $9 billion to
almost $20 billion in an effort to

- set things stralght,

-the jo

What absurdity! _

The MacEachen budget is
bound to sink us and none of us
should sit by and let that hap-
Ee'n. Do not be put off by the

dget's concessions to public
pressure: the civil servants’ six
?er cent wage hike EEﬂiﬂF., the
ough-guy stance against labor,
creation programs,
These amount to just so much
fluff. | :

These are critical times for
Canadians; make no mistake in
realizing that a wrong move
now could touch off a panic.
The new budget has already

"weakened worldwide confiden-

ce in the Canadian dollar;
business investments will con-
tinue todrop...

Unless the loyal Opposition
can prove its worth in a way
never before required. The
question of whether the Con-
servatives or New Democrats
can provide the economic
solutions we need is irreievant
at this point. At hand is the ab-
solute need for them to halt the
Liberal policies before they in-
flict even greater damage.

We wish the Opposition
?arties strength and stamina in
heir parliamentary eifforts to
bring down the Liberals. -

Librarian’s study
a terrible waste

It was with heaping
prajse that the new
“School Library Program
Guidelines’ was [nlro-
duced last week to memb-
eta of the Halton board of
education. :

This yellow 65-page
report, a full quarter-inch
thick, could easlly have
been reduced to a mere
three pagea of useful
informationn. The report
helabors a vague polnt In
BYyTONYMOUS paragraphs
that really don't say any-

By Ani -

“Emergency Librarian",
the Halton board expects

gLt hd

Two out of three Halton
Hills trusices sang the

thing particularly new or
- useful in practical terms
to szhool Ubrarians or
anyone else,

The purpose of the

document is apparently to
outline for teachers,
teacher-librarians and
administrators, a school
libra gram.

H'ﬁnﬂu gllly, really, to
think that over ten board
emmployees have spent
Lhree years producing a
product that says nothing
solid or conalructive.

The amazing thing
about it is that Lhis report
has been ordered by other
school boards in Canada,
at a coat of $10 apiece. So
far, according to Halton
Hills frustee Arlene
Bruce, 276 coples of the
report have been saold
cutside the region, with
115 coples having been
bought by the Vancouver
achool board,

“We've hod to print
over 150 coples and orders
are stil! coming In”
Patline Weber, editor of
the booklet aaid.

By charging $10 a copy,
the. board hopes to
‘recover the cost of pro-
-ducing and printing the

- Thanka to a complil-
mentary review in a

‘Capadlan journal for
schoal librarians .called

respond to ing

to continue filling orders
for the report next year,
Mrs. Weber eald.

For some ' strange
reason, the cost of pro-
duecing Lhe report is nebul-
ous. Nobody can glve a
more definite answer
than editor Weber, who
sald it cost '‘several
thouisand dollars". None
of the Halton Hills truste-
es konew, and supetin-
tendent of program Bob
Dixon, who recammend-
ed the study be under-
taken In 1979, and super-
intendent of finance Barb
Moore bolh falled Lo
ulries from
The Herald as of press-
time,

“It's hard to estimate
tha cost and pin It dovn o
n partlcular dollar
figure,” Mrs. Waber
clalms. .

She sald the wrlting
team of ten teacher-
lbrarians took off school
doys to work on the
report, and during thelr
absence supply teachers
were brought in lo cover
for them at their regular
duties.

If the reporits sell well,

Mrs. Weber I3 hoping to

make money to
write up an evaluation of
the Bchool library
program to lack onlo

page 65. Why bather? .

i
b

pratses of the report.

“I think It's really a
tremendous textbook for
librarians and schools
and it's nlso Interesting

for parents to see what

kind of programs goon, to
sec the kind of things
librarians are aupposedto
develop,” truslee Arlene
Bruce sald, ;

Acknowledging never-
theless that she doesn't
think parents will recad
the report, Mrs. Bruce
gaid that it wasn’t intend-
ed to be rend by parents
anyway. It's to be used by
gschool librarians and
clagsroom teachers, she
said,

With the meat ol the
matler buried in the back
pages of the report, it's
doubtful whether oany-
body will be willing to
wade (hrough the fluff
about ""The joy of read-
Ing, viewlng and listen-
Ing,” and "finding and
using Informatlon, o
library akilis program” to
find It

Az for school llbrari-
ans galning onything
from it, other than the
role descripllon stating
whal the board expects of
its school librarlans,
thero isn't anything .now,
something that oven

Paullne Weber admlited.
Continued on page A6

When Clark meets the press,

critics observe dignity, grace

By Stewart

MackLeod

Ottawas Bureay

s of The Herald
Watching Tory Leader Joe Clark
over the last couple of years, the one
thing that has intrigued me more than
anything else ia the decency he

' displays In deallng with his journalistle

detractlors.

I've been walllng for him to

explode at us. But day after day, press
conference afler prezs conference, he
will gracefully nccept questiona from
his erltics, acknowledge them with
respect, and answer them with pain-
gloking sincerily, And although the
lemptation, on occasions, must be
great, he skmply never puls down the
ruestioner.

If we sald some of the things about
Plerre Trudeau that we hove gald
ebout Joe Clark, the prime minister's
news conference would be rtaging
Inferncs. Even as thinga stand, they

are usually peppered with assorted

put-downs and other minor pot-shots.

But pol with Clark. Desplte Lthe fact
that he hag taken more journalistle
punishment than any political leader [n
recent history - some of jt as far
removed from politlcs as his
swimming, walking and caling habits -
he has never given the slightest
indication of bearing grudges, Jt

docan’t scem Lo matter whether you
call him Wimp or Wonderman, you get
treated with the same apparent
respect.

tlow he can muster up this degree
of decency is something that . has
puzled me for a iong time,

BACHGROUND HELPED

We now woere sltting in a restaur-
ant - and if you must know, we were
ea'ing baked beans - and 1 was trying
lo find out just how difficult it waa,
deep dawn, for Clatk to deal with his
detractors the way he docs. Surely
there must be occasions when he has
an averwhelming urge to lash out at
some af ua,

That little chortle came out of the

cotner of his mouth. “'No, nol really,"
he siild. And then he went on Lo offer an
Inieresting explanation as to why it

might be casler for him to nceept this

criticism than it is for other political
leaders.

“Ihad an advantage in this respect
inasmuch as I was literally roised in o
weekly newspaper [n High River. And
weekly newspapers exist to bring
peeple together, fo be an agency of
coheslon in & community. You were
taught not to |njure,

“Then when I was 17, T went lo a

city daily and 1 was startled by the

contrast, There, you were expected to
anelyze, 1o crillcize and sometimes
make snap decisions on imperfect
[nfermation. You quickly Ilearned
about the adversary role that exists
between pollticians and the press ... Lhe
impaet of nll this ot o very early age
has, 1 think, helped me a great deal. |
came into public Nfe more prepared for
what would happen than many of my
collesgues. i

“And as 1 once heard Dalton Camp
say {o Bob Stanfizld aboul the press,
"You've gat to learn to live with those
guys.”

Clurk amiled as he recalled that.
- CITES THIP
But even wilh Lhls background and

Junderstianding, surely lhere were
. occaslons when he felt he was simply

treated unfairly by the media?

Without hesltation, he mentioned
his tour of Southeast Asla prior to
becoming prime minlster, On Lhat
occasion, his every move and comment
was unmerclfully diasected and, in the
view of some, elaborately embelllghed.
“That fine Iine between trulh and
fiction was crossed a fair bit,” sald the
Tory leader, “And I think that was
castly for me." But there was no trace
of annoyance as he spoke,

'] have another advantage in that
I don’t brulse easlly,” be continued.
And later he was {o add: [ don't bear
grudges easliy.”

" Bul aren't there some journalists
he {ecls bitter about? “'Oh, there are
one or iwo I'd rather stay away from -
there is just no way they would give me
a {nir break - but {1t's not a case of being
bitter; it's more o case of them
disappointing me with their standards.

. “'But I get along with them alright.
If you lock for the pleasant things in
people you can normally get along with
them. And { don't feel any need lo put
people down or (o seek revenge. There
ks just no point to that.”

So Joe Clark doesn’t have Lo
swallow hard and feign respect when
confronted with queries from his most
caustlc critlcs. “"Not ot all,” he says
cheerfully. “Most questions deserve
respectful answers."'

“*Not even in the back of my mind
is there n {eeling that T have to seltle
someone's hash."” - .

He paused for a bile,

“But that's not to say [ forget. | |

remember things very clearly, But the
important thing is what I do with what

[ remember,”’

Don’t call them'liars, bandits

- our MPPs are ‘gentlemen’

Quecn’s Park Bureau
of The Herald

Every once in o while o story
appears about one or other MPP here
being expelled from Lhe Legislative
Assembly because he used Yunparlia-
mentary language. (No women have
qualified yet.)

The latest was MPP Tony Grande
(NDP-Qakwouod).

Theacenarlo, and Grande's was no
exception, usually goes this way:

An opposition Liberal or New
Democrat will ask a cablnet minister a
qucatlon. The reply will be unsalisfact-
oty In tho member's cyca, and he will
then occuse the minlster of “misicad-
ing the House", or, as in Grande's
cage, use the word “lylng" instead.

Under standing orders one MPP
cannat accuse another of utlering a
deliberate falsehood, so the Asaembly
Speaker Invariably asks Lhe oppositlon
member to withdraw his accusation.

Usually he will, but samellmes -
¢lther for the premeditated renson Lthat
it ensures more publicity for his point,
or sometimes from genulne anger - he
refuses,

Bingo. The Speaker has the
Sergennt-at-armsa escort the member
out for the remainder of the day's
sitting. The MPF 13 “named"’.

GAME PLAYED
The following day the member

normally withdraws the remark and s
again seated in Lthe Azsembly,

It Js a game often played, for
obvious reasons mainly by opposition
members, but sometimes even the
government benches get Into the act
with charges the Grits or New Demo-
crats are misieading the place.

Most of thia s fun, and the current
seasion of the Legislature has had the

usual quotn of expulsions and altempts

to call the other guys naosly names
witheut breaching the rules.

The purpose aof these rules are o
ensure o minimum level of order and
decorum In the Assembly by assuming
that all MPPs are “'gentlemen’ (in the
19¢h century sense) and entltled to
have thelr words taken at fuce value.

The rules say — aside from not
ealling each other liar - these
“"genllemen'’ should not Imputoe false
or unavowed motivea to their fellow
members, make "allegollons' {in a
gencral sense}, or use abusive and
Insulting language.

'To do so |s “unparllamentary®’,

ZIEMBA EXAMPFPLE

For all the light-hearied games-
rmanship Involved En Lhis, there are
exceplions. MPP Bob Nixon (L-Brant-
Oxford-Norfolk ) once went to the brink
with MPP Elle Martel (NDP-Sudbury
East) to get him to withdraw an
allegatlon. .

And In the last parllament then-
apeaker Jack Stakes expelled MPP Ed

Ziemba (NDP-Hlgh Park) Indefinitely
when he refused to withdraw a cheap
charge of corruplion against MPP
David Rotenberg (PC-Wilson Helghts),

The eagle-car ond judgment of the
Speaker |3 Lhe key here, and one has o
gistincl impression that often MPPs on
all sides go out of their way to test the
talents of whomever occupies the
Chalr,

MPP Albert Roy (L-Ottawa East),
gecms to be leading that hrigade this
scssion, with back-up from Grande.

ROBIN HOOD

Roy actually succeeded with the
word "bandit", using it lo describe the
government benches unlll Deputy
speaker Sam Curealz (who is sharp
and balanced) reconsaldered hls accept-
ance of the word under Congervative
protests.

Roy then conceded he did pol mean
“bandit'' in the truc sense, withdrew [i,
and substituled the phrase “Robln
Hoods In reverse'' instead. '

.But Roy was lcss accommodating
when Speaker John Tumner ruled the

word "'hypocrisy” could not be used In |

connection with Treasurer Frank
Miller —~ he said wilhout using it he
couldn'l criticize the government.
Stitl, for “peaccluiness” he later
backed down. 1 ,
Meanwhile, his polnt Is on {ile, and
the gome conlinues, one of the more
diverting miner (most of the time}
occurrences around (his place,

T T S
on ‘Riding the Recession’

retursns next week
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THIRTY YEARS AGD-Statislics com-
lled by Lhe publle achool board reveal
w sharply the school population will
be increasing In yes#rs Lo come, and
why the new publle achool came none
too soon. These same (Igures show the
necessily of immediate planning for
more high echool accommodation, For
the next [(ive years, pupils entering
high school from (he local achools will
number [rom 45 to 55. Starting In 1957,
the figure jumps to 60 then Lo 70, and In

" 1981, presenl indications are that at

least 100 Georgelown pupils will be
first formers. Coupled with this Is the
fact (hat rural scheol enroliment is
growlng too. Both Nerval and Glen
Williams are growing communities
and in time will be ing more
students on to high school.

TWENTY YEARS AGO-Dr. Harry
Harley of Oakville is officially the
member of poarlioment for Halton
riding. A recounl of the vole cast in the
federal election in Hollon was conduet-
ed before Judge Elllott at the Milton
court house June 30 ond indicated no
change In previous atandings between

Dr. Harley and Sandy Best, the-

incumbent who led by 61 voles before
the services ballots swept Dr. Harley
Into o 88 vole jead. About 470 voles
were invalid according to the election
act and were ineligible for considera-
tion. Dr. Harley's victory puts Halton
county ot of the government for Lhe
first time In five years. ,
TEN YEARS AGO--Georgetown's
Galden Year weekend celebration, an
obvlous success for the revellers, was
likely a success financially as well,
according to committee spokesman
Dan Waogstalfe. He told The Herald
yeslerday that a meeting Wednesday
will deal with (he financlal end of it and
determined just how much they will be
able to turn over to the Georgetown
hospital. *‘Il was jusl great to see 50
man ¢ In Georgetown participut-
lru;"iIIT mp:vngsmeﬂ?sﬂi{l. "pﬂzmebﬁdy
up there sure took care of us by
providing perfect weekend weather.
With rain Friday and agnin Monday it
was |ike the parting of the waters."
ONE YEAR AGO-Town negotialors
and officlals from the Canadian Unlon
of Public Employees (CUPE),
representing public warks members of
Local 73 have scitled on a tweo-year
contract ending almos! two months of
negotiations. Town clerk-administrot.
or Ken Richardson told council
Monday night thal both partles mgt
carlier that day to iron out the
remalning detalls of the new packnge.
The 37 members of the local who are
respansible for garbage collection and
park and cemetery maintenance, will
recelve a 80-cent per hour wage
Increase over their 1980 agreement in
the [irst year of the new centract and
an eleven per cent rise [n 1982, The
agreement is relroactive to April.

POET’S CORNER
Special
Days

It haris,

to roll your name around,

fn my mind.

Memorles sometlme seem morte
real than the chasm
separating us.

Mote the plly;

You never really knew,
how furllve glances
warmed my being

llke sunlight,

in a winter porch.

We'll never say goodbye;
We never made it o hello,
1'[ just put you away
Hke 2 photo in an album,
and loke vou on on
speclal dnys.
—By Marlowe C. Dickson
LR 2 Heelon

The Chain

The scraplng siing of the rusty
chaln,
clamps inlo my soft tender flesh.
I try to break free, but,
| am too weak. -
Nothlng can stop the powerful
grazp
It concelves,
Desperalely ... with the strength
from fear iHaeil

—By KIM McMULLEN

AHS stedent

Immature
Confusion

I leave my kin In search of &
change | need,
I lock for that change in dark
slley ways s
Bul thero is no change,
Only forgoitenr members of =
Tergelting soclety,
So1 joln up with cthers who say
they seck the same.
Thelr hard tmes conlrast my
idean,
Eventually It Is the chingers
from whom I seek the change,
I feel that 1 will never {lnd my
corner In 1lfe's clrele.
What kind of life can a changer
Uve?
Maybe it's Uving that needs a
change?

—By TONY SAXON

AHS student
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