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Days activitles,

President Japel Armistroog (left) of the George-
town Horticollural Soclety congratulates iva Koechiel
for ber first place finlsh In the "Best House Plant™
category for growing a Hoya plant, In ihe basement of
Knox Charch on Maln Bireet, a variety of plants were
Judged In & Ploneer Days competltlon by the Soclety,
then displayed for the enjoyment of the general publie,

Wee Duncan Tost
~1s town’s first
‘Youngest Pioneer’

When Duncan Michael Tost came Into this
world Friday, Ploneer Daya celebrants in George-
town had already left Lhe McGlbbon Holel downlown
and were likely carrylng on the party in o number of
private homes in the area.

Unknown 1o him at the tme (and he's atlll
rendered speechless with surprise), young Dungan
became Georgetown's first recipient of the Young-
est Ploneer of the Year award, a new Pioneer Days
“event” which this year Is sponsored by the
Penntesworth children's consignment shop.

Duncan arrived into the Georgetown District
Memorial Hoapital maternity ward at 1:37 a.m.,
welghing o cherubic seven pounds. He's the first
child of Mike and Reni Toat of John Street in
Georgetown and hia father, while not entirely sure,
doesn’t rule out the possibilily that there may be a
family connection with Barbara Tost, last year's
winner of The Herald's “Picneer Cltizen of the
Year'' award and aigter of the 19682 winner, Frances
Wilson,

“1 wouldn't have zeen him arrlve as g
Christmaos or New Year's baby, so this award ls just
great,”” Mrs. Tost told The Herald Monday night.

Mr. Tosl says he can trace his family's
Georgetown roo!s back al least as far as his
great-grandfather ton his mother's side), while
Mrs. Test's parents settled In Georgetown when she
wis three years old,

“This was the firat place we setlled,” she sald
of her famlly which Is originally (rom Germany, *'so
I guess we were ploneers, 100."”
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Days celebrants didn’t mind a little rain
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Dressed In ploaeer clothes, Pearl Brown demonstrated some real old-fastloned,
quality craltsmanahip with her rug-hooklng work. She sat In froot of the Akers and Clark
office on Maln Street Friday, and contributed to Georgetown's Summerifest and Ploneer

This year's Olde Tyme
Muslc Hall was snother

~ocuistanding success,’
- thacks Lo the efforts of 37

performers, Including Al
Gotllh (lefl} and Dave
Walker, Direcled by Hon
Hills the show was per-
formed in the Bacre Coeur
Church hall. It was pro-
duced by Dorothy Hunt.

Georgetown's Maln Street, drawing glances frop passing pedesiriana, Iis stylish Hnes
continued to attracl attentlon last weekend durlng Georgetown’s Ploseer Days and,

* A wuktnd' of raln

L

didn't dampen the spirita -

of . merchants involved
with Ploneer Daya,
chairman o Markou
told The Hersld Monday.

In facl, he saild, attend-
ance was up Lhis year
during the three-day cei-
ebraticn in downtown
Georgetown, which began
Thursday afternoon wilh
a sldewsalk sale. |

Although a large chunk
of Salurday's elate of
avents was washed out in
the steady ralnfall which
began Friday night, plans
are already g made
o hold a one-day *'raln
date" July 10, Mr. Mar-
kou aald, :

The event will largely
cenlré around another
sidewalk® sale, but
Georgetown Bualneas
Improvement Area
chairman Lynn Barnard
said groups which were to
pariicipate in last week-

end's evenls are welcome

iiiii

ta return and there will be
i S s e
y''. She
ed that the Malnpﬂf.rﬂt
Area which will be ¢los-
ed off with the town's
approval, may be used by
Summerfest artlsans to

a6t up displays,

Summetieat, organized
by the Halton Hills Arts
Counclt, was to have gone
ahead Balurday with
events for children and a
gala arts and crafts show
presented by tha Credit
Valley Artisans (CVA).
Indoors, however, Sum-
merfest's "Qld Tyme
Musle Hall” was a sell-

out auccess and those who

[riled to get tickets for the
show at Sacre Coeuwr
Church Saluday night
were able to watch a
apecial dress rehearssl
Friday. .

About 35 tables had
beent envisioned in the
CVA show Saturday.

..........

taking a look baek Into hislory Is the Crane family, Joe and Madonua snd theie four-year

old daughter, Julle.

When It appeared {o be
doomed beceuse of rain,
» one downtown merchant
openied up the Goddard
Supply store and scme of

the Artisans set up shop

briefly.

Merchanta, Mr. Mar-
kou sald, were pleased
‘with salea made eariy in
Ploneer Days and sald
that attendance Thuraday
afternoon and Friday be-
fore the rain began at ¢
p.m. was excellent.

“In spite of tho weath-
or,” he sald, “"everyone [s

keen on the results they

obtained.”

Celebrants were able to
enjoy an outdoor sireet
dance ' Thursday night,
but night time entertain.
ment moved into the Me-
Gibbon Hotel Friday and
Saturday nights.

And while some events

were enlirely washed out,

among lhem the Carls-
berg horses display Sat.
urday and Friday night's
baloon '*Take off** spons-
ored by Cansda Dry,
others carried on obliv-
jous o the [nclement wea-
ther,

Parhaps driven by
memories of previous
Lions Club-aponsored

pancake breakfasts,.

early risers Saturday
morning didn"t mind the
drizzle as they crowded
around the club’'s Main
Street grill walting to eal.
. And, day,
the loony anlics of Dr.
Bandoli‘e Travelling
Good Time Show conlin-
wed to cheer up merch-

ants and shoppers allke,
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Nembers of Dr, Bandoll's Travelling Good Time  humor and acrobatics bi ; _
Show had youngaters and adults L stitches Lhronghout taded well wiih the relaxed

Ploneer Days Jast weskend, Their slick ‘improvisational’

open-air mall activities on Georgetown's Maln Street.

amm e

_ Herald photos by Dave nuwnéy and Chris Aagaard
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Frances Wilson Pioneer Citizen of Year

Lasting and lively, this great-granddaughter of George
Rennedy represents Georgetown's durability and charm

By PAUL DORSEY
Herald editor

Embodylng her comm-
unity's durability as well
as its lasting charm - and
providing a llving contact
with its ploneer past -
Frances Gerirude (Kenn-
edy! Wilson has been
selected na Georgelown's
Plonger Citizen of (he'
Year,

Recommended for the
honor by local historlan
and town counclller John
McDonald because of her
remarkable llveliness at
age 81 and her direct ties
with Georgetown's found-
er, George Kennedy, Mrs,
Wilsan was presented
with a plaque sponsored
by The Herald this week.

The presentation waa to
have been maode Saturday
irt the midst of downlown
Georgetown’'s Ploneer
Daye celebrations, but
was posiponed becauss of
the raln. Now In iis Lhird
year, tho Hergld's Pton-
¢er Cltizen of the Year
award huugrwiuuuly
been presented Lo Colonal
John Barber, living de-
scendant of the Barber
familly which gave
Georgetown {ta Industrial
heritnge, and to Barbara
Kennedy Tost, a great-
granddaughter of George
Kennedy ~ and Mrs, Wil-
son's older sister,

. Duncan Michae! Tost, who was born ai 1:37 &.m.
June 18, Is Georgetown's first reclplent of the “Yoonngesi
Plooeer of the Vear' award, presented by Lynn Barnard
of Pennlesworth {left) to Duncan and his mother, Renl,
nt the Georgetown and Dlisiriet Memorlal Haeplial
Monday night. Duncan, Henl nnd father, Mike, live
on John Bireei in Georgatown. -

The Ploneer Citizen of
the Year award recog-
nfzes an individual's con-
tribution Lo, or represent-
ation of, some aspect of
Georgetown's ploneer
past.

(Herald photo)

The Herald's visit to
Mre. Wilson's Main Street
home Monday found her.
in good splirits and good
health foilowing a bout
with & cold last week, But
for a lingering cough, In
fact, she is Inspiringly
lively and industrious,
continuing 'o manage a
boarding house end cook-
ing for its four realdents.

‘The house once catered
io 19 tenants, Mrs. Wilson
told The Herald, She and
her late husbamd, John
Buchanan Wllson, a
proud Scotaman who died
In 1978, moved Into the
long-atanding house next
door to Yong's Reataur.
ant about 20 vears ago.
Today it's y-furm-
Ished but clearly a warm
home to Mrs. Wilson, a
German shepherd puppy

and the four tenants from .

Belle Isle who help her
with chores,

Frances Gertrude Ken-
nedy wes born in her
parcnts’ home, located
where tha Georgetown
poat offfce now stands at
Guelph and Ha&lu. April
19, 1899, Her father, Wiil-
fam Cyrus Kennedy
(known &s Cy) ran a

store (n down-'
town slown, paslst-

¢d by his wife Frances

Rutledge. Cyand Francea
had four children, two of
whom died young, Mra

Wilson's older sister and.
last year's Ploneer Citiz- ° _

en, ' Barbara Elizabeth

Toat, stll lives in her

Queen Sireet home (she'll
be M8 Aug, 21), -

When 14-year old John
Wilson arrived in Canadn
from Scotland, starting
out by helping his own’

andfather's gardening
uslneas In Cockatown,
there was a buiit-in link
with the Kennedys of
Georgetown. Hls nid-
{sther had married one of
the future Mrs. Wilson's
aunts and eventually a
romance developed be-
iween John Wilson and
Frances Kennedy,

When the couple marr-
fed in 1920, they bulll a
rew home on four acres of
land extending north
from Maple Avenue oppo-
sile the t North

-Halton golf club. Their

son Jim still ilves there,
tending the good-alzed
garden his father - &

trained landscape gard-

ener,— had bullt up,
While ¢ Kenn
edy’'s many other greaf-
ndchildren have dls.
persed far and wide over
the years, Mrs, Wilson's
awn children are all close
by. Sona Jim and Johh

 {who's known as Cy) have

"home girl" and
" much

both presented her with
grandchildren, and one of
Cy's daughters, Debbls
Bonham, further delight-
ed Mra. Wison with a
g:at-gru nddaughter of
own. Liltle Sharon
Bonham celebrated her
first birthday April 185,
ust four days befora Mra.

lison's &3rd.
Proclaiming herself “‘a!
Hm

of a iraveller",
Mra. Wilson aays her tles

with Georgetown have
always been frrevocable,
She readlly acinowledges
Lthat downtown George-
toewn, the town ltself and
Ihe rest of Canada are
having their . economic

. troubles, but 18 adamant

that things could never
again be as bad as they

were when she and Mr. -

Wilson were starting out
in marrisge ~ during the

“Great Depression.

*'Oh no, 1t can never be
as bad an that,"” the zays.
"*Things have changed for
the betler. It's nice to
have seen the town grow
to what it is today, I think
it will continue growing."

+ I{ Georgetown's splrit
is as hardy and durable as
Mrs. Wiison's, 1t should
indeed stand up to today's
trials and tribulations.
Last June, she suffered a

‘glroke Lhat paralyzed tha

rmuscles in one ankle, and
the doctor offered only'
the gloomiest predictions
as far as ber [fulure
mobility, Needleas to aay,
Mra. Wilson set her mind
to overcoming the prob-
lemn and continues to walk
solldly without the ald of &
cane or a helper, Not only
that, she says, proudly

Ing for a [Euuh In her

t garden, shoe still has
nll her own teeth,

Take heart, Goorge-
town: with a ploneer heri-
tage like that afforded by

. Barber and the Ken-
nedy ;htm.ﬂ };lm have
many, mahy Ly CATS
ahead, V09

Frances Wilson Is as spry snd chipper an 83-year old w8 you'd ever want o
meel. She runs a boarding house on Main Bireet and last year shocked her doctor by
bouncing back from a stroke, overcoming stight paralysis io the g lnt where she now
gets out for the occasionzl outing. Bus It's Mrs. Wilson's staunch we for and Icyaity
to Georgetown — pnd In particular her direct' ancestral llnk with vommnrnlly foander
George Kennedy, her great-grandfaiher ~ (hat has earoed her 1942 honors as
Ploncer Citlxen of the Year, an award bestowed annnally by The Herald vpon a Hving
resident who has contributed to or repredents some apect of our ploneer past,

(Hersld phota by Chris Asgaard)
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