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It’s Water Safety Week

Drowning is the second
leading cause of death amon
children 14 years of age ang
under. On average, more than
200 children drown each year in
Canada.

That’s why the Canadian

. Red Cross Society, with: 37

years experience in the fieid of
water safety and swimming,
continues to support National
Water Safety Week June6to 12,

It's our opportunity, at the
beginning of the summer
season, to draw your attention
to the importance of water
satety. It’s our opportunity to
urge you and your family to
“Play it Safe’ and prevent
drownings by learning and ob-
serving a few, simple safety
precautions,

— Closely supervise
children in and around water at
all times,

— Remember that floating
objects (tubes, air mattresses,
etc.) are loys. They are no sub-
stitutes for learning how to
Swim. |

- If you own a pool, make
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Play it safe

sure lhe gate is locked when the
pool is not in use, Ensure that
your fencing meeis municipal
and safety standards, and that
your pool is properly equipped
with safely equipment,

- Never swim alone, or in
darkness, If at all possible,
swim at supervised aréas.

~ — Observe and obey war-
ning notices. .

— Look before you leap.
Make sure the water is deep
enough and hazard-free.

— When you're in a boat,
wear a lifejacket or personal
flotation device (PFD) at all
times., Make sure there is one
lifejacket for each person
aboard.

— Learn swimming and

safety skills, including rescue
techniques and  rescue
hreathmg (mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation).

This summer, help yourself
and your family to play if safe.
Calt your Red Cross, 877-5233
for a free water safety puide or
rmore information on the Red
Cross water safety and swim-
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ming classes nearest you,

REMINDER

. 'Ehr Mag is up and waving this week from Lhe Halton ks headquariers. "Waller
Safely™ tleft) dove Into Water Safety Week with Georgetown pool manager Peter Morris

and Red Cross vice-presldent Janet Dean. The three want Hatton Hllls residents 1o
exercise caution and common sense near water,
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Q Letter from
the editor

Paul Dorsey

Losses shared by everyone

. Many readers may be wondering why
The Herald has had litile coverage or
comment on the contlnuing decllne of
Georgetown's business communltly, or
Aclon’s far that malter,

With few exceptions, we've seen slore
after store close down and Industry after
industry lay off employees right across
town. Qur commercial seclor is obviously
In big trouble, and the conscnsus suggests
that as long as Canada's economy
continues to stagnate, wilh Lthe dollar’s
value sinking slowly inte the horlzon, (he
“golng out of business"” trend will
continue locally,

It's been hord on all of us. Even people
who didn't shop regularly at McNamara's
Jewellers downtown or Laughton's Stat-

{onery in the Guelphview Plaza, as just

lwo examples, can siill appreclate the
loss, With such businesscs as Silver's
clothing store nlso gone, Georgetown has
lost not only current revenue and an
invigorating ecconomie factor, but a
portlon of Its past as well,

The effects don't slop there. At a
newspaper used (o a busy, year-round
schedule of evenls and aclivitles, we've
noticed big gaps where pusly there
was none,. There's no evidence to prove it,
but it does seem that the economle
doldrums stifling our business community
~ and thus our own bank accounls ~ arg
miring communlty interest and {nvolve-
ment as well,

The Georgetown fall foir's lack of

volunteer help has been well-documented,

ing o problem severe enough Lo have
T::pardi:nd the event after 135 years of
relative popularity. Bock to Acton Days
seems likely to vanish this year for
similar reasons, and Lhe Georgotown

ilu:,rcee& decided not to attempl Winterfest
r 1582, )

There are, however, plenty of signs of
hape,
Downtown Georgelown merchants,
perhaps the hardest hit among our
financially-troubled businessmen, have
mustered enough interest among Lhetn-
selves to mount another Pioneer Days
celebratlon {(June 13) Lhat ?rumim lo
equal if nol e laat year's bagh, and
Summerfest will be there alongside it,
almost ag if Lo cast a vole of confidence in
Lhe beleaguered downtown core.

individually, thero are many local
businesses thriving on the fiscally deplel-
ed vine. Al the suggestlon of the George-
lown Chamber of Commerce, The Herald
hopes to take In-depth Jooks at some of
these stores and industrles during the
summer. We'll flnd cut why they're doing
im well and how It's helping the commun-
ly.

And In the meantime, Herald senior
reporter Chris Aaganrd hos prepared a
short serles of grticles on rlgﬁn very
problem. The series starts pext Wednes-
day with an overview of the economic
climale and its local effects, following
with vistons of the future ahared by suc
directly-Involved people as Mayor Pete
Pmeroy, r?{,',".,“” business development
officer Mat Fiacher and Georgetown
chamber president Doug Penrice.

Be f{orewarned: the serles Is not a
predictable rehashing of Canada's econ-
pmic woes mixed with cloudy predictions
for a grim [uture, The perspecilves we've
uncovered will surprise you, and next
timda you s£sa "For Bale" or "' Golng out of
bﬂne:!l'; sign, you may have a different:
view of It.- :
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Will our benevolent society

for

By Stewart
MacLeod

Oitzwa Bureau
of The llerald
In this business, timing is para-
mount. What I mean is, no columnist
should ever write about a siluntion that
could change significantly before the
columint appears in prinl. The popular
phrase to cover such un eventuality is
"being overtaken by events' and it's
generaily considered to be an
cmbarrassmoent.

What [ am getting ot, in the normal
roundabout way, is a column I wrole o
few days ago about our accident-prone
Solicitor-General, Robert Kaplan, in
which I nttempted to catalogue all his
indiscretions. At the time, I assumed
the list would stand up for a few days -
there was o lull in the action, so to
speak - and it seemed like o safe time
to inckle the topic.

Little did I know that jusl a scant
24 hours luter, Kaplan would be at it
ngain - on his feet in the Commons
trying 1o defend vet another indiscretl

Queen’s

Queen's Park Bureau
of The Herald

The wheels of justice often turn so
slowly as to seem bogged down In
molasses, at no Lime more than In the
high-profile matter of suspected
murders ol the Hospital for Sick’
Children. ,

That is why 1L is so frustrating to
have lo ngree wilth Attorney-General
Roy McMuriry when he rejects for the
time being a public inquiry into the
events surrounding 43 baby deaths at
the hospital, '

One would like to yell "“get o move
on'' and agree with epposition Liberal
and NDP demands for an immediate
public Inguiry into all the e¢ircum-
stances connected with the deaths,

2ut ns McMurtry sald, that would
ke Irrespansible.

The first priority has te be, and
must be, allowing the pollce investiga-
tton to proceed in Lhe hope enough
evldence can be produced to build a
belter case than was developed against
Nurse Suzsan Netles,

As almost everyono must know,
the evidenco againat Nelles in four of
the Infant deaths was so lmsy that the
casewns Lthrownout at the preliminary

- hearing and never made 1t to trinl,

BLANK CHEQUE

It is vital to know how meny of the
43 deaths really were murders, and
whether enough evidence exists fo
actually prosecute a pérson or persons
for the klilings, all of which apparent]
ook place in the cardiac wnnrﬂnt Sl
Kids between July, 1060 ond March
1081, :

Si

on. Had 1 known that the Sclicitor-
Gencral had written letters of refer-
ence for a couple of armed robbers 1
naturally would have waited to include
these activitics,

S0 now I guess there is nothing left
for me to do bu! altempt lo overtake
the evenis that overtook me, There's
probably a phrase for this, too, but [
don't know what it is,

MANY EXAMPLES

In bricfly summarlzing earlier
netivities, 1 hod referred 1o o letler
Kaplan wrote to the Teoronto Ren)
Estate Board in which he gald the Nov.
12 budget was a political “'dlsaster’’.
And for that, Prime Minister Trudeau
culled him  “enforgiveably nxive'.
And, of ceurse, there was that $50.000
payoff to murderer Clifford Olson by
the RCMP which the Solicitor-General
knew nothing about untll 16 days Jaler.
"'1think 1 should have been informed”’,
he said with classle understotement,

Also there was that longue-In-
check remark he made to Tory MP Pat
Carney about prostitutes being hungry
after work. Then his name turned up on
i caucus committee report eriticizing
government economic policy.

It was at this point I declded there
would, through the law of political
averages, beaJull in the action. Surely
nothing clse could po wrong for the
troubled Sclicitor-General in the
following few doys.

Wrong agoin. A doy laler the
lettera of references came Lo light, And
despite the stout defence offered by
Prime Minisier Trudeau it's my view

aplan’s bloopers?

that in Kaplan's catalogue of question-
oble judgments these letters are the
mosi notable.
WRONG LETTERHEAD

It's difficult to quibble with the
prime minister when he pays tribute to
Kaplan's compassion as n human
being - the point being that he was
acting in this capacity when he wrote
letters of reference on behall of two
former campaign workers who had
been convicted of armed rebbery, It's
also difficult to quibble with the

Soljcitoc-General's view that, as their

MP, he was entitled to come forward
and offer character witnesses. 1 am

the enly MP they've got," he explains.

It's also true that Kaplan dldn't
violate the prime minister's behavioral
Ruidelines In which he sald that
ministers were not to communicate
with judges. What Kaplan did was
communicate with defence lawyers
and his submissions were for use in
open court,

But the point Is that Robert Kaplan
i3 no ordinary MP. He is also the
couniry’s Solicitor-General, a very
influential figure In our judieint
system, whose responsibilities cover
among other things, the Nationel
Parole Board. And the refercnces were
nat on the Jetterhead of the MP from
Yark Centre, they were on the letter-
head of the Selicitor-General of
Canadan,

The presiding judge said It was “in

r taste”. And since we're in o

nevolent mood today, we will Jet it go
at that,

Wheels of justice must turn

ck Kids’ integrity

But with thal understood, neither
McMurtry .nor the police should be
given o blank cheque in the maiter.
The police already oppear to have
bungled in regard to Nelles.

While hemiclde investigalions
ashould not be rushed {(and weore?),

adequate resources must be applied-

with oulside help [ necessary-to
achieve some definite results pro or
con al an early date,

It is too important a matier to let
dawdle. :

For the same reagon the [nvestl-
gution announced by Health Miniater
Lurry Grossman into "all practices
and precedures within the hospital”
related to patient care must proceed
with urgency.

It i3 necessary Lthat people be
convinced systems ex|st to prevent any
recurrence of such a tragedy-and it la
a pertinent question lo ask why such a
ministry Investigation was nol under
way enrlier.

OTHER DEATIS

Moreover, olher recent Incidents
uat the hospital indicates considerable
sloppiness in the general operation of
the world-famous institution.

Grossman spoke of renasuring the
publle about the Sick Kids with the

health minlstry investigation, but that
will only happen Lf the report explains
some of the puzzling information about
the Infant deaths.

Tile reactlon of the pathology
department to the discovery of digoxin
in one baby’s body and the depart-
ment’s relationship with the coroner's
olfice are but {wo obvious exnmples.

While it s wise for now to give
McMurtry and Grosaman the beoelit of
any doubt in the expectation the pollce
and minlstry Investigations wijl
answer all questions about the deaths-
It must be relatlvely soon.

It can’t be another Kim Anne
Popen ingulry--still dragging on after
three years. .
PUDRLIC ROUTE

Should the police prove unable to
locate a suspect or suspects who can be
brought to trial for the killings, or

" ghould the ministry investigation leave

guestions unanswered, the only
recourse then is to hold a public inquiry
of same sort. -

The limits of human ability must
be lap Lo unmask Lhe mystery of
these deaths. A failure to do 3o would
leave & staln on Lhe Siek Kids which
could never be erased-and that would
be the greatest tragedy of all.

POET'S CORNER

Special Day

It burts, .
to roll your name arannd,

In my mind. -
Memaorles somelime seem miore
real than the chasm

separating us,

More the pliy;

you never rezlly knew,

haw furtive glances

warmed my belng

like aunlight,
in o winter poreh,
We'll never say goodbyc:
wi pever made 1L to helly,
'L just pul you away
flke a pholo In sn album,
and take you out on
specisl days.
-y MARLOYE C. DICKSON,
iz Beeton

THIRTY YEARS AGO-Sidewalk re--
palrs being made by town staff wili be
welomed by pedestrians, A dangerous
stretch on Queen Street [n front of the
homes of Jack Kerr and Mrs, A.5.Wii- -
son has been completely replaced and
wark will also be done on the Mill
Street hill above the post office and on
John Street by the bridge over the
creek... The official period of mourning
for King George VI has ended. The
coronation of Queen Ellzabeth will take
place nexl year.

TWENTY YEARS AGO-A new
$150,000 plant will be operating in
Georgetown in lhree months, The
Herald learned this week fram the
Longuell Meat Co. of Riviere Des
Proirle, Quebec, a suburb of Monreal,
In a telephone conversation, vice-pres-
ident David Granofsky told a Herald
reporter that his company is calling
tenders for a factory here which will
emplay 20 or more people. The firm
has been in business for 40 years In the
Montreal area, manufacturing a live
stock mea! from bones and tallow, The
Georgetown plant will perform a
radleally new. operation, producing a
high protein animal feed from poultry
feathers and it will be the first
company of its kind in Canada,

TEN YEARS AGO-An extenslon to the
sewage lreatment plant, estimated at
over one million dollars was approved
hg council Monday night, over the
objections of Reeve Ric Morrow and
Couns. Phil Siddall and Donna Deni-
sen. The Ontaric Water Resouces
Commission (OWRC) was requested to
proceed immediately with the extens-
ion which would up the capacity to
three million gallons a day and add
effluent polishing facilitics. The exten.
sion has been approved by the OWRC.
Couns, Denisen sald no one had
mentioned the price tag which she aald
wos over o million dollars. Couns,
Siddall said he could nat vole for such
an  expenditure which requires a
population of 30,000 to pay off the
project. He anld recommendatlons by
the planning board to better the
situation hadn't been ndopted.

ONE YEAR AGO-Guelph mayor
Norm Jary conflrmed last Wednesday

that strenuous efforts were made to
and persunde William Nellson Lid. not
to close its dairy operations in that city
and move lo Georgelown, Last Tues-
day announced & new $13 million plant
in Georgetown at the sile of thelr
existing warehvuse and distribution
cenlre on Highway 7. The new plant
will be equipped with high capacity
manufacturing equipment designed to
produce more than 150 million litres of
mllk a week. News of the move came
nag surprise tu the city of Guelph, he
said.

Letter to the Editor

Students
seek help

with
exchange
program

To the editor of The Herald:

The Halton Hoard of Educat-
lon and Sevec are sponsoring a
Billngunl exchange betweeen
students of Hoiton County and
Sherbrooke, Quebee, during the
month of July,

Although funding is assisted
by the provincial and [ederal
governunents and private comp-
anies, additional funds are nee-
esszry t0 meel expenses,

To help cover expenses, siud-
ents participating In the ex-
change are selllng garbage bags
and red roses,

Red roses will be scld by
partlcipants this Saturday (June
12) al various cenlres and
door-to-door.

Please encourage readers to
buy a rose when studenis knock
on their door or pass them on the

alreet,
Yourstruly,
Jan Morrow,
Joycelyn Crescent,
Georgetown
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