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Fun weekend
thanks to our

- ;

- It's weekends like we've
Just had that make Halton Hills
citizens proud of their service
clubs. If you left town for the
long weekend, the weather
‘probably spoiled most of your
un, but if you stuck around,
chances are the Kiwanis and
Optimist Clubs of Georgetown

ke[.;t your family entertained,
well-fed, busy - and together.

. Between the Martin and
Downs Circus hosted Friday
night by the Kiwanians and the
marvellous Bang-o-rama
staged Monday by the Op-

timists, thousands of area

residents had a ball.
More than 2,000 people
%uite Lilerally ljammed the Big
op bleachers at Friday's
back-to-back circus shows, On-
ce the touring crews had
quickly adjusted site plans, the
crowds flowed in, children in
tow, for the excitement of
elephants, charging horses,
trapeze artists, clowns and
cowboys. The delight on the
youngsters' faces was all the
evidence needed to prove the
event a success.

And at least 10,000 attended
Victoria. Day celebrations in
Fairgrounds Park Monday.
Bang-o-rama, with its mam-
motnh garage sale, good eats,
wild midway, fun competitions,

clubs

live entertainment and of cour-
se the fireworks, has become a
seasonal highlight amon
Halton Hills’ family-oriente
activities, and we hope it will
continue to rouse as much if not
more excitement year after
year,

Not to be outdone, the Nor-
val Community Association
came up with an unprecedented
roster of weekend-long events
toc celebrate the ** owager
queen's" birthday, which
suggests the not-so-little village
to Georgetown's east may soon
be giving the Optimists
something to fret about each
May 24.

But this past weekend, the
Optimists ranked supreme
among service clubs, putting on
a show and a half to attract
enormous crowds on a day
shrouded by overcast skies.

Thankyou, Optimists, and
thankyou, Kiwanians. It was
uite 2 fun weekend. And ad-
ing to the satisfaction is the
knowledge that both clubs turn
their proceeds back to the

community's benefit, Whether .

it's next year's Bang-o-rama or
another visit to the circus, we
can all look forward to enjoying
more cornmunity fun thanks to
hard efforts by volunteer club
members and the investments
we'vemadeinthepast.

Perfect chance

to honor our

If you take any interest at
all in the Halton Hills arts
scene, the library-cultural cen-
tre gallery offers you an impor-
tant maj'nr exhibition June 4
throuF,h uly 16. o

Sixty years of paintings
and sketches by Frank Black,
generally regarded as the
Ealriarch of Georgetown's ar-
istic ‘community, will go on
view in the new gallery,

providing the npgortunity of a
}

fetime to consider one man’s
stunning labors of love.
Now 87, Mr. Black wili
himself greet gallery visitors
each Saturday morning during

. the exhibition. More than 20

area arts patrons have been
persuaded by John Sormnmer of
Gallery House Sol and library

staff to loan their paintings by
Mr. Black for the show, most
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“HAPPY TO HELP OUT

arts ‘patriarch’

likely the only time they will be
gathered together for such a

‘retrospective.

A contemporary of the
Group of Seven, the Guelph
Street,. Georgetown, resident
continues to share his time and
talents with the local Palette
and Pencil Club, nurturing the
budding interests of weekend

inters with his own substan-
ial e::iperience in commercial
art and landscape painting.

If you've never seen Mr.
Black’s work, take the time to
visit his exhibition. You'll
probably come away quite
amazed that such a con-
siderable talent still resides in
our ‘midst, quietly fostering
new artistic growth and rein-
forcing greater appreciation
for the fine arts.

Optimist Tom Ramautarsingh (lefi) Invited several locsl friends 1o judge Ihe
children's art content at Bang-o-rama, bul nooe expecied It (o be as hard & fob wa it was,
More Lhan 200 youngsiers took Hme out from the mldway, track and fleld competitions
and other youth-oriented events Lo dabble in walercelors. Helding the winning entries
from each of (hree sge categoriea are judges Carmel Euwen, Georgelown Area
Ratepayers Associntion president Brian Hush and Herald advertising consuliant SBandra

Wilson (right).
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Don’t worry about Robinson

- U.S. embassy unties knots

By Stewart |
MacL.eod

Otlawa Bureau
Thomson News Service _
Paul Robinson, the blunt-spoken:
former Chicago stock broker who now
is the United States ambassador in
Ottawa, lsn't seitling into his new

neighborhood toa easily. In fact, he's .

off to & terrible start.

Usually' when a new boy moves
into Ottawa's Diplomatle Row you
don't hear a2 sound from him for
month, He's off shaking hands with

other diplomats, he's busy gelling to .

know the intracacies of the vast
cxternal affnirs department, and he's
so preoccupled with listening he
doesn’t have time to express oplnions.

But nat Paul Hobinson, the 351-
year-old (ledgllng diplomat who eam-
ed this post by being Prealdent
Reagan's chief fund ralser in Iillnols,
After only several months on the job,
he is geiting even more attention In
Ottawa than the Quebec decision to
remove Stop [rom ita Arret slgns. And
that, In & cily that’s only a stone’s
throw from Hull, is no mean feat.

To say that Hobinson is ruffling
Conadian feathers is an undersiate-
ment of significant proportions. What

he has done, in a few short weeks, has
been lo anger not only cerlaln seg-
ments of the press, but also repesenta-
tives of all three federal political
parties. :

And for a newcomer, that's quite a

start.
FORD FIRST

You may recall that, during the
height of our constliutional hessle, the
former British High Commissloner, Sir
Johin Ford, angered the New Democ-
rala by commenting rather polntedly
on this [zsue during & social function.
Hut that outbursl of resenlment didn't
have all-party’ ogreement ke the
reaction that has greeted Hoblnson's
observations,

What makes the ambassador's

" statemenis even more stark is the fact
. lhat, generally speaking, his prede-

cessors have been the epitoms of
diplomatlc decorum. Such representa-
tives as Kenneth Curtls, Wikliam
Porter and Thomas Enders never, but
never, offered unsolicited public ad-
vice to Canada. As Porler says, “|
nlways [elt that, an envoy is not
functioning well if he has to get on the
publle platiorin to make his views
known."' E

Robinson clearly docan't agree, A
{ew weeks ago, he offered the view that
Canada isa't pulllng its weight in
western defence. And for this he
stirred up the wrath in Defence
Minister Gllles Lamoniagne. “As an
ambasssdor to Canada 1 think he
shoild know better than to critlclze or
judge the country he's in," sald
taken-aback minister. s

Then Lhere was  Lhat little aslde In

Toronto when the Ambassador offered
some advice to a 3%year-old news-

paper reporter. “'Shove off, kid,”” were
the undiplomaltlc words. used on that
ocaslon,

WIDENSSCOPE

And now, Roblnson has greatly
widened the range of his eritics by
saying, in a publlc speech, that Canada
spends too much on social services.
That, in diplamatic elrcles, just lsn't
done,

Liberal Senator Norbert Thertault

raised the tssue in the Senote, saylng
“it is my business lo protest such
action' by the ambassador.” Tory MP
John Creable gaid that social services
spending ‘'is simﬁly ot any of hls
business so I think he would be well
advised not lo do that agaln.” and NDP
Pauline Jewett went even further, "'His
atatements on this and other Canndian
subjects have been insulting and pat-
ronizing to this country and its
people.”’
It has been o long time since
Oitawn reverbernted with that type of
reaction, and Robinson is already well
on his way in complling a unique
scrapbook of his experiences.

But belore suggesting this may
lead to some port of crisis in

Canada-1.5. relations, § would like to

offer the wiew Uhat speeches by
ambassadors, in themselves, are sel-

dom Lhe cause of anythlng more
serious than minor aggravations, The
American embagsy has 138 men and
wotmen in Oltawa below the ambassa-
dorial level and L's these people, along

with Ltheir Canadlan counterparts, who

untangle the knots,

Miller’s nickle, dime budget

has probl

By Derek Nelzon,
Queen's Park Burean,
Tomson News Service

Toronto — ‘'Let them wear sweat-
ers,”’ former Treasurer John White
joked with members of the medla o
decade ago about le who might not
be able to afford his brand new tax on
encrgy consumptien.

It was, memeory lells me, the final
nallid the coffin of that pro tax. A
backbench Tory revolt fuclled by
taxpayer outrage forced White to
withdraw it within weeks.

One has to wonder whether Treas-
urer Frank Miller may suffer similar
political ﬁmhlamn with his aflempt o
reduce the number of tems exempl
from the scven per cent safes tax,

The headline in o Toronto news-
paper of *'let them eat peanut butter''-
a reference to taxing hamburgs-ls
reminlscent of White's problems, as it
s of the criginal line attribuled to
Marle Antolpette abeut France's starv-

Ing masses: “let them eat coke.”

Miller, of course, acciralely den-
les having goid any such thing, but it Is
oo lale now. The damage is done. (1
don’t know whether White or Antoln-
ette sald their lines elthor, bul that is
how they are remembered.)

BAD ERROR

Perhops even more damaging to
Miller s a reference he made (o
Limpons nut being essential, since It
smacks nol oniy of the arrbgance of tho

. easential" exists except non-prepa

em with principles

peanut butter responsa but slso insens-
ivity to women.

What Milter actually sald was thal
“In general' consumer ilems are
taxed wuwnless they are “‘absolutely
essentlal.” ' ;

‘The question then becomes wheth-
er tampons fall inlo that category. It is
safe to any that If Miller were looking
over the exempl categories again he

would be awlfully tempted to leave

tampons clear of tax,

Mlllar's real problem .in Lhis
regard Is strictly political, It makes
Immident economic sense to plug he
Ioopholes that have grown up over the
years arourd the sales tax,

The difflculty he faces is that most
exemptions exist for politlcal, and not.
economle or Iﬂailmuphlul reasons.
Logle dictates Lhat nothing ”nhuuiut:lé
food and accommodatlon-yet no polit-
lelan with bralns I8 going to tax
children’s clothing.

" 'WOODSTOVES

Miller's rationale is hazy. I one
hos an oll furnace, then home heating
oll Is probably ''absolutely essentlal”
in January, but for those with wood
stoves || is irrelevant.

Only time-and the Tory back-
benches-will tell whether dislike of the

POET’S CORNER

For

Aries

budget dies away with the wusual
grumbles, or becomes a groundawell of
rebelllon among vaolers,

Unfortunately for Miller, he may
suffer the conseqguences that comes
frm the incredible size and complexity
of modern government,

When the health budget jumnmped
$900 milllon a riduculous 18 per cent
last year, people just shrugged. The
figures are too big to comprehend. Bul
when Premier Blll Davis bought his $12
million executive jot the purchase
lingered on in_ people’s minds as a
symbel of government waste,

COFFEE TOO

In the same way, Miller bumped
the income tax last year and most
people barely nollced (which s why I
thought he would ralse it agaln in
year's budget). The rplse meant
dollars off every paycheque.

Yet it could be that a three cent tax

| on a cup of coffee will make far more of

+
[

an lmpact upon people’s minds, The
money is nothing, but it will happen
every tme a coflee is bought-a

constant irrilant,
Strangely cnough, it may betruein

the case of this so-called nickle-and-

dime budget that It Is not the money
that counts, but the principle of the

thing.

May todny be lull of zunlight,
May every wish come true.

Please sccept these heartlelt

grectings,
As o gIft from me to you,

May all who know and love you,
Share your foy, loday.
Let the smilc that would mell
laclers,
maln, Intrease and never
fade away.

THIRTY YEARS AGO-—Sell yxamin-
ationls good for the soul, and there are
many places where Georgetown c¢an
beneiit from such o search. In a
decade, the lown's population hos
grown by a thousand, Municlpal gar-
bage, A sewerage system and new
water supply has been Inaugurated.
What do we lack? There iy a definits
need for more modern high echool
fucllities. Sidewalks nre terrible and
strects only falr, Georgetown 'badly
needs a swimming pool. Streel signs
and street number would be helpful,
The new chamber of commerca has to
do the ground work and lay plans for
the {uture of Georgetown. We must iy
to avoid becoming m  “'dormitory
community” for Avro and the new
Ford plant and keep Georgelown on an
even financlal keel,

TWENTY YEARS AGO-—-RBurniag
garbage at the town disposal slte could
be responsible {or Georgetown losing
tndustries which are seeking clean alr,
according to the Industrial Commiss-
lon. Commission ecxccutives Hoger
Wade and Peter Berry were present at

- Tuesday’'s councll! meeting when a

letter wus read indicating that the
Westaieel firm might no longer consid-
er locating a 40,000 square (oot plant
here. Garbage was buming when
company officlals teured tha

site recently, the letter gaid,

TEN YEARS AGO—Hatepayers In
Norval are ready for another summer

of fighting this year, as they try lo save
their Lhree-room school from the

double-bladed axe of efflciency and
equal opportunity being weildpd by
Holton Counly Board of Educalion.
“We're ns ready as ever to fight them
on this," says Jullan Reed, spokeaman
for the ratepayers’ commiltee formed
last year when the board fimst announ-
ced Its intention of closing the 19-vear
old school. The 130 pupil Norval School,
along with a slmllar unit in Campbell-
ville ond had been recommended for
closure this September in the board's
capttal budget, Norval students would
travel by bus to larger schools in
Georgelown, -

ONE YEAR AGO—The president of
Irwin Dorsey Lid., Dick Willls, told Lhe
Georgelown chamber of commerce
Thursday that the publishing firm may
have to be shut down in a matter of
months. Approximately 26 full-tlme
employees would be affected b the
shutdown, 21 of whom reside In the
Georgelown arca. The reason for the
plant’s polenfial shutdown s the
Supreme Court decision not to hear the
case of Dow Jones and Co. versus
Canazda’s Foreign Investment Review
Agency (FIRA). Approximately five
years ago, the Americonowned Dow
Jones acquired Richard D. irwin Ine.,
an Illinots textbook publishing firm. .
Irwin-Dorsey is not a small subsidiary
of the American company. According
to the Foreign Iavestment Review Act,
however, no Canadian lirm can have a
change in foreign parent without first
proving that it would provide signifi-
cant benellt to Cannda,

KEEP -

YOUR
EYES

OPEN...

for Herald

reporters ‘Takin
it to the streets’

»

We want your
~ opinion about
| local events and

current isg}les.

Share your
thoughts with
Herald readers

when our
reporters stop
you for this
new feature.

May good thoughls overflow
you,

Peace of mind be yours, Bhalom.
May your life be long and bappy,
May the good Lod bleas your
home.

As the years ahead calch op,
Please lock back lo kind regard,
Lel that smlle that's always
ready,

Be {or this remembered bard.

-By Marlow C. Dickson
_ 1iit2 Beelon




