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Halton Camera Exchange’s deft-fingered ‘watchmaker’

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Stalf Writer

At a desk surrounded I:.i:.l:L

a blzarre callection of tools
{suEnE Linf them home-
made}, eletronic gadget

and shelves of nu:ﬁnﬂu:ﬁs ?;
reveral shapes and sizes,
an unuseal one-man indus-
try carties on in Halton
Hills with the sanie de-
manding crafltsmanship

for which watchmakers

are fomous,

Lale last year, 39-year
old Boddo Docker arrang-
ed an Interesting work-
shop In the brsement of
the Halton Camera Ex-
change on Grorgelown's
James Street, Now, while
veteran photographer
Pcter Moss lavishes sound
advice on customers who
have dropped in to poke
around his collection of
new and used eguipment
or to pick up prinis, un-
aware to the people up-
stairs, Mr. Docker is pro-
bably getling 1o the roots
of some problem with o
faulty camera, He works
with lhe patience and pre-
cision of a bomb disposal
expert.

An East German native,
Mr. Docker told The Her-
ald recently that he has
nlways had a passion for
dickering with the most
inlricale picces of photo-
graphi¢ equipment, Years
ago while. boaling on a
fake, 2 friend's camera
was accldently dunked in
the water and it Jooked as
if 8 quality Kodak Retina
was on its way to the hig
phatographic museum In
the sky;

"But I said, ‘Give it 1o
me; Vll take it apart and
take a lock ot iU’ Mr.

- Docker recalled, “So 1
. lowk it apart and well, it

was very rusty. | worked
on it for three months, and
you know, the camera is
still working today.”
SITS DOWN
When Me. Docker sits
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While Hollon Camern Exchange's Peler Moss

tends to cusiomers upstairs, Boddo Docker tabove), 19,
tackels intricate camera repales downstalrs ot the
stare’s James Sireel, Georgetown, location across from
Mackenzie's Bulld-All. Mr, Docker has tralned and
worked for precision camera makers in Europe and his
talents now pul lo use In Georgelown assure customers

down to uaravel @ myster-
ious undoing In b comera,
he calls upon 3 weallk of
mechanical knowledge
picked up when he trained
as an apprentice on preci-
sion instruments and then
warked for several world-
renowned camera manu-
fncturers. About 12 years
agae, for example, Mr,
Docker wps lhe service
manager of a Swias plan-
clarium. Anyone who has
visited the Toronta's own
Melaughlin Planetarium

Saturda

can appreciale the skiil
required o kmr the en-
ormous special cffects
cameras operoting,

He has worked in a West
German Leitz (actory and
is skilled in repairing
“large-format” cameras
wliich use four by five-inch
or ¢ight by leninch nega-
tives. Returning occasion-
ally 1o Europe, Mr. Docker
lias been working in Can-
nda since 194 and before
deciding to move his bus-
iness to Georgetown, he
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Norval Community
Association

DANCE

Gordon Alcott Arena

Saturday, May 22nd
9:00 p.m.-1:00 a.m.

Featuring: Country & Western Superstar

HAROLD McINTYRE
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fast repalr and a well-tuped second-hand camera
inveitory. He can fix movie cameras ax well ns .

slngle-frame 25milllmeter and larger forinzt cameras.
The shop downsialrs also conlalns several pleces of
electronic lesting equipment for photographle equlp-

menl. -

was the owner of Precision
Camern In Etobicoke.
"By doing the work right
nere in the store, custom-
ers save time and money,"
Mr, Docker said. "Some-
times we can get the
camera back in about 24
hours. If we have all the
parts we need in the store,
:here isutiuunlg no prtith-
em ge ¢ repalrs
done Eulclrlllgy." w
Having a local camern
repair shop is a bonue to
Hallon Hills residents, es-
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~ 1981 Juno Award Winner
and his band ‘‘Area Code 705"’
Avalilable at Norval Post Office or

Joyce Hutton....877-6123 or
Peter Pomeroy....877-6855
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Sunday
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23rd

Ecumenical

OUTDOOR

SERVICE

Sunday, May 23rd
at 7:30 p.m.

“Norval Community
Centre

Monday,
YARD SALE

- 3:00 p.m. - Norval Community Centre

PARADE

4:00 p.m. - Norval Community Centre

FIREWORKS
DISPLAY

9:00 p.m. - Norval Community Centre
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pecially those avid enough
to keep their pment in

good shape and thosa who
feel loat Uf they have lo
send their cameras {n for
repairs which, at many
other outlels, means a
three-week or longer wail,
PART-TIME

Mr. Docker and his
three part-time helpers
repalr precision—3-mill-
imetre single lens reflex
(SLR), rangefinders and
larger-format equipment,
ss well as projectors and
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movia cameras. Smaller,
leas technieal cameras
like Instamatic-126 and 110
formats, he said, should be
sent Lo the manufacturer

for repalra and. often 1t

may ba just as cheap to
replace the faulty camera.
Never, he stressed,

should an ungqunlified per- .
son altempt to solve a
tamera problem. Thia

may only cause more ex-
tenslve—and more expen-
sive-domage. .

Having retained connec-
Preclsion Cam-
era, Mr, Docker sald lens
trouble or particularly
therny problems with the
camera body {(which mby
need custom-made lools)

- are sent there instead.

The small workshop s
authorized to service
nl shutlers, Schnelder len-
ses { found on quallty mov-
le cameras) end Beoulieu
motion pleture cameras.
In addltion to making bas-
ic repairs, Mr. Docker can

make custom modlficat-
lona (0 equipment, includ.
ing “winterizing"” camer-
as lo perform lto specifi-
cations oven in bitterly
cold weather,

Behind his desk, which
bristles with an assori-
ment of small tools, are
glectronic shuiler lesters,
light boxes and synch test-
ers. Al a ''connolsseur” of
cammeras, he scoffs at
equipment introduced
thess days which goes
"“beep beep' and requires
litte photographle sense
from the user. Ho marvels
at the insides of an old, yet
still perfectly precise, Lel-
ca.

WATCH CRAZE
Ta Mr. Docker, the mle-

rochlp technology which

has suddenly made good

icluretaking embarrass.
ngly casy {or people who
have never eyen previous.
ly entered o camera store
15 as dull as the digital
walch craze,

HUNTERS

Country Restaurant

Licenced Under LLB.O,
* “Country fresh lood at

. rsasonsble prices®’
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NOW CFENFORLUNCH BOWMOAYS
Won -Fii 1138 sm - 230 p.m. [Lunch)
Wed - Fat. B0 pm - 10 pooh, [Dlnnde)
CLORED AUNDAYS

A\ (i 93 Mountsiariew N

Gevrpaiaen
TRENOWT ClLL
877-3145

Major Cradin
Carda Wk ome

In Stock
WALLPAPER
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- Today’s cameras demand craftsmanship

Acknowledging that
these eleclronic cameras
are relatively simple to

repalr (sometlmes It's on-
ly a malier of replacing a

chlpa they are "Jexs excil-
ing"’ than the clockwork

machinations of older,

%l.].;llﬂy cameras. In a nut-
shell, Mr. Docker comp-

lalns, “there {8 s0 much
garbage on the markcl
thege days’, although
some of the ‘'computeriz-
ed” equipment is getting
more people invelved with
the versatllity of shootlng

- HALL

For Tickets

CALL:

OF GEORGETOWN
ANNUAL

LOBSTERFEST

Mountainview Rd. N., Georgetown
Dinner Starts At7 p.m. -9 p.m.

Music by McMillan & Wife
From 9 p.m. till 1 a.m.

Tickets *25°%° ea.

with belter cameras.

Like 50 many other pro-
ducts which have a niw-

merizing array of modela
to choosc from, cameras

require a lot of considerat-
ion before a purchase is

- made. Having just past its

firat anniversary In
Georgetown, Halton Cam-
era Exchange has ensured
that customers think be-
fore buying and with Bod-
do's basement workshop,

there's added ense of mind
knowing that any prob-

lems can be serviced

quickly.

KIWANIS CLUB

HAME ..
ADDRESS _ __ _. __.
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FREE DRAW

Draw 1 pnize $250 warlh of Wall Dec Wallpapot
2 prire $100 worth ol Banjamin Modse Paint
3 priza $ 100 worth of Sunworthy Wallpapor
4 prizo 10 rofls Serenode/Complments
nnd 4 rofts Mayfor

Pleatse 1l cul namg and Gepo et ¥ bakot bas o sioig
- e antry pief CuSiomear

WALLPAPER
BOOK ORDERS

up 0/
' OFF

Benjamin Moores
Chlerinated Rubber

; SWIMMING

POOL PAINT
Now Cnly
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GALLON
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Walinut
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Redwood '
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EXTERIOR
STAIN

1 5{3ALLUN * 1 2 GALLON

| FLAT
LATEX

Now Only

interior

Many Other Specials throughout the Store!
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Georgetown Market Place (Guelph St.) 877-1872
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