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Playing pinball with a

Continued from poge Al

ruling in February that
permiited The Garage to
operate In &8 commercial
zone,

Problems were arising
with youngsters going to
the arcade  across the
streel instend of to Sunday
School a3 their parents
expected them to do. How-
ever, Pastor Cooper sald
the church decided against
appealing the town's deci-
sion,

“Wearen't giving up but
reslgning ourselves to
what was not really prop-
erly in our domain of
responsibility,"” he said.
""People are free to do
wrong., We are anti-lepis-
lating morality."”

Pastor Cooper sald he
hasn't’ received any fur-
Aher complaints from par-
ents about their children
play}n%lhmke;.r from Sun-
day School since the con-
lroversy came up in Feb-

ruary. The children have =

been made 1o see the

inferior value of such an

amusement place, he said.
ADDICTED

There's a danger of psy-
chologicat enslavement ta
videe games, Pastor Coo-
per said, but the peint s
debatable. Sgt. Kivell be-
lieves young people can
become addicted to the
machines, going on to
criminal aclivities to sup-
port their habit,

Mr. Edwards and Mrs.
Oram think ctherwise.

"Video games are as
addictive a8 an ice cream
. cone on a summer day,"”
- Mr. Edword aald,
“Everybody has some-
thing that they like to do."

“If you've gol enough
willpower, you can stop,”
Mrs. Oram said. "It's up
o the individual.”

Georgetown District
High School vice-principal
Bill Tom says arcades
aren’t really to blame for
young ¢ who choose
to spend all their free Lime
and money there.

“The fect is that the
individual hasn't enough
sell-discipline to put prior-
ities in his life,”” Mr, Tom
said. “'There’ll always be
these lemptations in life.
The poal hall was always a
lemptation In my youth

and the arcades ore a -
for youmrg -

temptation
le today."
PTIE sald s:’c;hnal olficials
are responsible for what
happens on schoo!l prem-
ises ond not f{or what
hnrpem in the community
unless what |s taking place
putside becames a severe
problem. Sociely has to
decide if arcades present
too much temptation for
the average student to
counteract, Mr. Tom gaid.
PLAY HOOKEY
Asked Uf the video games
room within walking dia-
tance of GDHS has created
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problems among students,

GDHS principal Don Bak-
er said he couldn't draw
any dirct connection be-
lween students  playing
hookey and the arcade,
"It isn't an issue be-
cause nobody has really
studied i1 as an lssue," Mr.
Tom said. He said two
parenis have complalned
to him about the amount of
money thelr children
spend in arcadcs, but
¥

there have been no com-
plaints aboul skipping
classes,

Acton High Sehool prin-
cipal Belly Mocre sald she
hasn't been approached by
parenls about students
playing hookey, being late
for classes or not dolng
their homework because
of the arcade, she gaid,

However, the case i
different [or Aclon’s Me-

Kenzie-Smith Middle:

School principal John
Simpson, He told The Her-
nld that B0 per cent of his
students use the nearby
video games roam, The
(Garage.

“We are having prob-
lems wlth kids whoe'are
using the arcade,” he said,
"We have had some stud-
cnts banned from 1t be-
cause of fcrn!ﬂtnnl late-
neas arriving from Junch

Bylaws.control

Although often com-
pared them, *‘penny"* ar-
cades today oren't the
dark, smoke-filled base-
ment poolrooms of yesler-
day. Well lit, clean and
strictly supervised, they
aren’'l the dens of vice
which parents and women
fenred back in the 1950s,

Yel today, many par-
ents and women In part-
icular still fear them. The
majorlty of coin droppers
are male and neurﬂr all

complaints about the vid--

co gome rDoOmMs came
from parents.

In respense to those
complaints, the town of
Hallon Hills ed n
number of bylaws that
wenl into effect three
weeks ago.

Arcades must be In &
commercial zone at least
1,000 metres- from resi-
dential or school proper-
ty. They must be well lit
and clean, with noise and
loitering controlled.

Bylaw enforcement off-

ieer Jack Lusty said hav-
ing more than four video
game machines in ane
site requires an arcade
licence, He satd the town
plsc set a limit of 30
machines for any one site,

At a {woday munlelp-
al conference over the
past weckend in Celling-
wood, Halton Hills Mayor
Pete Pomeroy said the
town of Orangeville sugg-
ested limiting video game
room hours of ¢peration
from 3a.m. to 4 p.m. and

that youth under 16 not be

: allowed in unless accom-

panied by an adull,

Although the resolution

passed, Mayor Porneroy
said he didn't support it,

“You can pass all the
hifluwu youwant to, but In
el faimess they're only
as good as the paper
they're written on,’ he
said. "Orangevilla has
had a terrible Ume with
those video machines."

Mayor Pomerovsaid he

‘a national ‘fad’

opposed the resolution be-
cauze pulting an age re-
airiction on clienlele is
against the newly-passed
federal charter of rights,

“*Arcades will b2 here
for awhile,” he sgaid.
“Then they'll quietly
calm down and not be
used as much. It'sa fad."

He said he expecls
small slores in Halton
Hills will put in wvideo
machinea as supplement-
ary fund-raisers unti} the
video craze dles down.

Municlpalities are con- .

cerned about the video
game arcades that ard
springing up ell over Ont-
ario.

Controller Esther Shin-

er said the paychologisla
would all have different
opinlons and Alderman
Mike Foster sald video
games wlll econ pass-
{from fashion. “Ii's a fad,
it lsn’l a natiogal cris-
is," he said.
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Grade 8 students are
more often secn at the
Arcade lhan Grade 7 or @
sluydenta, M earned
lhrough babysitting - or
from doing chores is spent
on the machines along
with allowance maney
{rom parents, Mr. Slmp-
son sald.

Only in one ceso was a

. youth caught slealing In

order 1o have money for

the video games, Mr. 5lm- -

sald.

Tackling problems .
_blamed, whether justly or

unjustly, on the arcades
are not only parents and
school pdministrators, but
plso arcade owners,
Halton Hills has a un-
ique aystem of co-operat-
joni between arcade own-
ers and parents and prin-
cipals. Owners, eager lo
have community approval
for thelr business, to
meel the requests of Lhese

fwo groupe.

“"We do have pur!.;nll'

more or less blaming us
for their children spending
oo much money, but I say
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it’'s up to the parents io
keep thelr own relns on
their children,” Mrs.
Oram, o mother of five,
said. : ,
She sald when parcnts
ask her to keep thelr child
out of her arcade, she
agrees lo do s0,
LUNCH EHOUR

“If a child is there panat
the lubch hour, he's pul
out," Mr. Edward: sald
firmly. “"And the place |a
usually cleared belween
lunch times.

“In fact (wo parenis
honed me and asked me

for my co-operation. [ will

back the parents up,' Mr.

s the

Glen
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.Edwn rds said. .

Smoking and swearlng
aren’t allowed tn his catab-
ltshment, he said. Mrs,
QOram doesn't have such
rules at Games People
Play but she opernies her
business on a system of
reapect, glving it o cust-
emers and expecting it In
refurn,

*Ienlay most of the kids
that come In. A lol of them
telt me their problems,"
she said.

None of the school nd-
ministrators had any
complalnts about commu-
nicallon or co-aperation
difficultles with the arcade

rj.{q-l- - : .

{Formerly Hareington Hand E_mlr':]

Plan a trip to the relaxing
countryside of Glen Williums
‘this Victonia Day weckend.

Gift tdeas to delight cvery
member of your [amily await

you at the Glen Gift shoppes
oo Come in and help wus

celebrate...

See the many
unique and exciting items
attractively priced and ideal -
for those special occasions.

in the Glen GIift shuppes

SIX PRINCE STREET GLEN WILLIAMS ONT. L7G IN2

Telephone: (4163 A77-041 ]
liwy. 7 to Mountainview, upto Blain St ten 1ght. (North over Hridige) on Main 1o Prince 51
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Ecumenical '
OUTDOOR
SERVICE

Sunday, May 23rd
at 7:30 p.m.
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Centre |

Fer

g

e

» e
L] LabaHy
k] Hy | Dyang

41 {aah podot

- T 11e0

47 - BT Ege

A Frosoun

8- Foodbal paik
bt ey |

AW

w

ol
“rs

g

S

e
Nl
HEEEL

«p

0,

EN
{ B
T
B

L -

T

NES
RN
T

O

r—g

g,
2

$

HEERE
NREEN\

PO DD DL

J .

1981 Juno Award Winner
and his band ‘‘Area Code 705’

~ Avallable at Norval Post Office or
Joyce Hutton....877-6123 or
Peter Pomeroy....877-6855

Monday,
YARD SALE

3:00 p.m. - Norval Community Centre

PARADE

" 4:00 p.m. - Norval Community Centre

FIREWORKS
DISPLAY

9:00 p.m. - Norval Community Centre
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Exclusively Canadian arts and
crafis... pollery » paintings o
candles = lamps » wallplagues
= fuys « fiandknils » cards =
Jewellery, and much more.
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,_?_fcade' craze

“The owner of The Gar-
age hae been most co-oper-
olive with us. They gel the.
kids cut and call us about
once a month to see if :
there are any problems,”
Mr. Simpson sald,

Bylaw enforcement off-
jeer Jack Lusty called the
owners very responsible

pcople.

High in their pralses,
parents and the schools
appreciate  the helping
hand the arcade owners
extend. :

S50 far, the blows are
being borne en the chin,
Porents will let us know §f
theings go beyond an
acceplable limit.

—

opat 7 am 1o 6 pm TUESDAY
thry SATURDAY, SUNDAYS
1:00 - 5:00 closed MONDAYS
except on the holidays
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May 22nd
Norval Community
Association

DANCE

Gordon Alcott Arena

- Saturday, May 22nd
9:00 p.m. - 1:00 a.m.

Featuring: Cohntry & Western Superstar
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