R e i o e s T SR R T R .---.-r-'---—h""
3 '

Police acknowledge 50 % rise in shop!

Hy ASTRA PAPE
terald Specinl

Shoplifting has always
been an engoing concern of
merchants in Hallen Hills
but is fast becoming a major
threat as police report a S0
per cent increase this year.

Halton regional paolice
Inspecior Matlt MacPherson
gaid he couldn't account for
the dramatic incrcase, *'It's
hard to say whether the
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S A CINCH WHE

siores are policing belter or
whether there's more shop-
lifting."
Comments (rom merch-
ants in Haltan Hills regard-
* ing the incidence of shop-
lifting in their stores ranged
from *“‘no increase' (o
“definitely on the increase'.
Overall, the larger retatlers
such as Zellers, Canadian
Tire and the food stores
report inereases.

Halton Hills merchants differ in their views on the incidence of shoph'fliqg

Most merchants said it's
difficult to estimaie how
much merchandise they're
Josing to shoplifiers. Zcilers
general manager Gord
Fianey sald the money the
store does lose to shoplilt-
ing ls included in the price of
the merchandise. *“‘The
honest customer ends up
paying the price.”

Bult Murray Lawton, owner
of Canadian Tire in George-
town, disagreed. ' There's no
way n merchant, especinlly
In a chain store, ¢an accom-
modaie losses due to shop-
lifting." The prices are

and methods of curbing it, but officials of the legal system are all too aware of the problem

already set and any losses
will eome oul of the store’s
prolits, he said.

Stores sre waging an engo-
ing battle to nab shoplifters
and perhaps even deter lhe
potentinl shoplifter. Some
stores reported that they are
upgrading their existing
security to combat the
increase.

Securily can vary f{rom
cameras and undercover
personnel strolling through
the stores io soles clerks
keeplng a walchful eye, Mr.
I“inney savd Zellers has five
undercaver people on stalf,

but  that salespreople  are
instrected 1o be on the fook-
oul oo,

Al Fraser, owner of Shopp-
er's Drug Mart, said (1's
difficalt for smallier, inde-
perndently-owned  businesses
i maintain such exiensive
security, The Lig franchises
can afford to employ their
awn people, he said, while he
has to hire outside surveill-
ANCE companies,

“These peaple can cast up
to 39 an hour. And il anly
pays off i they recover a
fot."" But the deterrent eflect,
he sudded, can't be measured.

hMost stores have a tough
pelicy with the shoplifiery
they do catch, They no lenger
issue o warning the first time

but charge cvery olfender
they catch, “We're nol doing
any tavors by warning
them,” Mr. Lawton said.
‘The penally for shoplifting
caonvictions can range lrom a
conditional discharge to
Imprisenment. Inspector
MacPherson  said  that
persons charged with shop-
Lifting? iteins under $200 could
pet either o conditional dis-
charge or up to iwo ycars
imprisonment.  For items

877-5213
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Park damage |

By ANIPEDERIAN
Tlerald Staff Writer

Halton Hills parks have only
been openameonth and already
there's been 34,000 damoge
done ta them by vandais,

Glass mirrors in the men's
and women's bathrooms were
smanshed May 4 at the George-
towit Fairgrounds.

Al the Hornby Park, bikers
burned grass and left tlire
marks which wiil cost §700 to
repair.

Al Aclon's Prospect Park,
the blockhouse door lock cosl-

ing 360 has  alrcady been

replaced three times by the
recreation department.

Since the picnle tables were
put out for the public’s enjoy-
ment in April, six have been
smashed. They cach cost $100.

Last week, a plenie shelter
put up last summer had its roof
bent out of shape and three
picnic lables were floated
down Silver Creck at Cedar-
vale park in Georgetown.

CLEANUP

already over
$4,000 - town

Facts like these cencern the
town's public works and rec-
reation departments.

“‘1It's become a serious prob-
lem,”" public works superin-
dent Frank Morette said.
"Vandalism secems 1o be on the
increase,"” '

For the (irsl lime ever, the
town ls going to keep tabs on
spending forced by vandalism,
recreation coordinalor Joy
Gwiltam told The Herald,

She said she has asked for
heavier patrols of the 44 parks
by Halton regional palice,

" LastIall, & new limer dights

ing syslem was installed at
Cedarvale Park pnd shortly
after vandalized. Mr. Morelte
said the $1,200 syslem was
salvaged by an electrician.
“Therce's ¢ lot of power Lthere
and they could have killed
somebody,"” he said. ""We were
really concermed about that
because it would be a liability
against the town if somebody
Contlnued on page AZ
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Dolag their part to keep Ontario beautiful, Limehouse Cubs
tJeft toright) Jomes Dewsnap, Willlam Fry, Ian Juhnston, Jason
Mediand and Randy Telller spent a blg chunk of thelr regalnr
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over §200, the sentence could
be up to ten years. "But ['ve
never heard of anyone gelt-
tng ten years," he said.
Assistant Crown Altorney
Antheny Vale said [irst
offcnders who are young and
did it perhaps on o whim wiil
usuably get n conditionsl
discharge and probatlon with
no eriminal record. I the act
nppears to be premeditnted,
they most likely . will get o
$100 1o $150 fine. Older
nffenders get a fine and A
eriminal record unless there
aré mitigating circumsytanc-
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Two Halton 1113is youngsters, Jennifer Klnnesr; K tleft) and
Sarah Broughion, 9, received s rare and welcome henor recently,
passing stringent dance exams sel up by the Hoyal Acodemy of
Dancing in London, England. The two, in the primary and second
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grades of dancing. are dance students of JHI Evans, Mrs. Evans
trained ax o ballet teacher at the Moya! Academy and recently
pluyed Gwendolen In Georgetown Little Theatre's *'The

Importance of Helng Earnest'”,

Budget battles

Let’s talk,

|

| trustees tell
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mectng nlght last week collecting Hiter along Heglonal Hoad 43,

hee poge AD.

(Photo by Jean Layman?

Acton town hall issue alive
thanks to persistent backers

The Actario and the Acton
town hatl restoration comm-
ittee show no signs of easing
up on a campaign to save the
century-old former lown hall
from demolillon and, backed
hy a lawyer, they Intend to
once agaln confennl council
with the issuc,

The committees have been
runniag ads In The Herald
recently questioning town
council's April 5 decision lo
draft a bylaw stripplng the

building of its historical tdes-
ignation and eventually tear-
ing down Lhe structore for o
parking lot. The propasced
bylaw, which has also been
advertised i the m:w:ip:li)cr.
will be cunswered tor a thard
and final reading later this
month,

While he declined 1o give

. detalls, Aclario chairman
Ted Tyler lold The Herald
Aonday that the cemmittees

have yonlly engaged o solic-
itar 1o prepare “an official
phjection to council's stand,

He satd the lawyer's presen-
tslint would come within a
week or iwo, hul would nol
elaborate on its content uniil
the town's celerk-adminis-
iraior and councillors have
seen it first,

The building wus up for
sale Tor a month and the
Aclorio and restaration

cassitlees proposed  pur-
chasging il fran the twn for
$1. They hoped to ot least
Lring thwe building up fo
provincial fire and building
code  stondards, as  well
sirepglthen s deleriorating
exterior, Memboers from both
commitlees have julned Act-
on enuncillors to slress that
1he hall conld provide much:
needed office space (or the
regionnl and local municipal-
Ities,

iy ANIPEDERIAN
Herald Stalf Wriler

The invitalions are oul.

In response to negative critl-
cism from Qakville and Halton
Hills council chambers and
Burlington and Oakville
chambers of cemmerce, the
{talton board ol cducation has
issued invilations 10 members
of these groups 1o altend an
information meeting May 25 at

“the hoard office in which 1he

1982 school budget will be
explatned,

The $132 millien  budget,
wlich is 13.7 ‘Iwr-cnni larger
than Jast year's, has caused a
greal furor In Hallen,

Buard chairman Len Auper
shld the exira meelings were

THANK YOU,

GEORGETOWN!
— $34,000

BN councillors

set up because. counciilors
hadn’t been able to come Lo the
beaard’s [inance ecommitlice
meelings from  January
thraugh March because of o
conflict of schedoles, The fin-
ance commiltee, responsible
for authoring the budget, hap-
pened 1o meel Monday nights,
which also happens to be the
night most councillors hold
their moeetings,

The meeting |s not open 1o
the public or the press,

Is it teo late to change the
budpet for 19827 Mr. Auger
says yes,

“It’s too late for the budget,
but these groupsare inferested
in the process (ol coming up
with a budget) and what the
board is doing for next year,"
he safjd. "Loeal councillors
don't appreciale the amount of
work and complexities requir-
cd to put a budget logether,”

Calling {or more understand:

ing between e councillors,

businesamen and the boagd,
hr. Auger sald that before any
changes could be made to the
budget, the board would have
Vo rescing their motion approv-
jng i1, Then alone it could go to
the 0nance commitiee for
roeview, _

However, Mr. Auger doesn't
think It will come to that oncy
the partics Involved get toge-
ther,

“"Beenuse the local municips
alilics collecl the laxey, they
want to be sure that the public
knows that the board s res-
ponslble for raising the taxes,”
Mr. Auger sald, "It's all part
of their campalgn.'

“They're putting the biame
where It rightly should be," he
waid, ndmilling that {rustees
were not entirely happy wlih
the 1982 budget as {hey passed
i1, becouse of the 18,5 per cent
increase in mill rate that
would resull.

dr. Vale said most young
people who nake mistakes
learn thelr lesson but, he
added. there are many who
come back again,

Contrary to what the public
thinks, the average shop
lifter Is nol & Lleenager,
taking something on a dare,
Mr. Vale sald there are no

" pge, racial or class barriers,

Shoplifters come {rom every
walk of life.

Mr. Lawton said he has
found shoplifters to be any-
where from six to 80 years
old but said they are most

He disagreed that people
shopllft because they may
actually need the item saying
the majority they've nppre-
hended weren't in dire
stralts. ““They all have the
maoney (o pay for it, they just
don't want to part with it for
that pariicular product. We
haven't caught one yet who
was broke." In some coses,
he found, "“it's definitely
some kind of compulsien,™

Georgetown psychiatrist
Dr. Brian Jordan said for
some people, shaplifting can
be o neurotle thing. He sald

ting here

two different groups: those
who gel a certain thrill and
excitement out of shoplifting
and those who are depressed,
often suicldal and shopllfl to
bring attention to themselv-
es. “They actually want lo
get caught,” he sald.

Stalf  Sergeant Les
GGraham sald he reallzes that
for some, shoplifting con be
an ilness but sald most
offenders don't fit into that

- celegory.

Merchants and police
agree on one point. Habitual
shoplifters do get caught In
the end. Sgt. Graham said
the merchants are losing far
to much meney and are
therefore caming up with

belter security systems (o |

slop it. "How many times
- shoplifters get away with it is
anybody's guess, but cven-

muffler king-

3 Mountainview Rd. N.

877-0151

At Speedy You're a Somebody

Commiitee recommends fall referendum

Disarmament

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Stall Writer

When Halton Hills residents
head for the paolls this (all,
Ihere's o good chance the
election ballots will have an
exira ilem of major import.
ance to the rest of the world as
well.

The lown's gencral commil-
tee Monday night supported
the idea of a local referendum
on world-wide "general dis-
armanten}” if the pravince or
lhe courts can scltle questions
nbout whether the referendum

can be a legal part of theeleels .,

lons.

Georgetown resident Janet
Duval gsked the committee kto

" dowhat 35 other municipalilics

LOOK OUT, KAREN KAIN! """'“HPhﬂf_ﬂhrfhrllﬁngnrﬁl_

across Canada have already
done and include the disarma-
ment question on the ballot
slipa, The suggested referen-
dum question proposed b
Operation Dismantle, a Canad-
ian group which advocales o
glabal referendum on the nue-
lear armaments issuc, asks
“Do you support the goal of
general disarmament and
mandate your government lo
negotlale with olher govern-
menis the balanced steps (that

" would lead to that goal)™.

“The only way to fight a

. dum p

w gets a chance

nuclear war is to prevent it,”
Mra. Duval told the commit-
tee, reminding members that
major cilies such as Otlawa
and Vancouver will ask iheir
residents during the next mun-
icipal clection if they support
the concept of general disarm-
amenl. Last Thursdny, Toron-
to city councillors voted 21-1 In
favor of asking a similar
question, although the Toronto
referendum will specily . nuc-
lear disarmament as opposed
to u general arms reduction,
In addition, Toronte ¢council-

tors-have called on the.prov. .
“ince ta seltle the legal confus-

jon surrounding the referen-
roposal. As underlined
in a recently published article
for ""Municipal World” magaz-
ine, there is doubt about how
constitutlonal a disarmament
referendum connecled with a
municipal election would be,
Coun. Harry Levy's recom-
mendation, which is expected
to be approved by council next
week, concurred with Mrs,
Duval's request {o pass bylows
necessary (o hold the referen-
dutn, provided the referendum
is deemed legal by the proy-
ince or the courts. Town
clerk-administrator Ken Rich-
ardson sald referendum by-

laws would have to be passed

by September at the latest,

Superpowers, Mrs. Duval
siressed, muslt negotiatle to
“equally reduce (their} capa-
bility to annihilate the world in
their war effuris™,

She polnted out that city
solicitors for Ottawa have
determined that the peferen-
dum would be legal, in their
epinion, since it

does not -
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often over 18. shoplifters usually fall inte  (ualiy they do get caught.” ,

interfere with provincial legls- -

lative {unctions,

Coun. Ross Knechtel quest. |

joned why Operation dis- L.

mantio hasn't concerned ilsell-

with the legal doubts which
appear tobe o complication for

municipalities considering the

referendum proposal.

"Some people on this council
might say this is not a muni-
cipat matter,” Mrs. Duval
notef.  “"However, warheads

are targetled at cities and:
fowns and if Toranic were hit, -
we could be blinded and burn-.

ed or left to die slowly from
radialion sickness.™ '

The referendum would allow
an open forum for résidents to
volee their approval or object-
jons to a disormameni
scheme, she said, adding thal
the referendum is intended to
Sotiwiod wi page
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Hising like choracters from Johnethan Swift's ©*Gulliver's Travels”, rallway butts viewed: |

the encrmous and Intricale model ratiroad display at the Geargelown Public Library Friday night
and Suturday, The display, which Is operated by members of the Georgeiown Model Rallway
Clab, funclions with the same preclsion ae » real raliway yard and operators were enreful not to
roule (ralie on collislon courses, Most of the space In the library's gallery was taken up by the
display which featured plasier landforms, bridges, rallway crossing and was smoothly run by
club members, '

(Herald pholo by Chrls Aagaard}




