By L15 KING

Yesteryeat's sun porch may
well beceme the energy-
cilwient room addition you've
beon seeking. TFor, if the exper
sure is sight, a glass-walled
porch becomes a nafugal solar
“collector,” amd its proclivity
for greenery and casual fumni-
ture makes it the ideal, year-
round *‘everything room™ for
the entire family,

But, 1t 1akes planning 1o con-
verf an open porch into an invit

ing indoor space, so here, from i

Ux: Tile Council of America, are
some tips and Lactics.

® The energy effiviency as-
pect works wetl ondy ifthe porch
faces the quadrant from south-
easl to southwest. And, nalut

ally the sun must have free pas-

sdge inta the new rpom.

Deciduous trees that provide
Csummer shade are usvally fine,
hut muake sure that their
branches don't obstruct 100
much winfer sun.

® The best porch rooms fea-
lere floers thal pravide good
thermal stofage, and one excel-
et cumbination is concrete nmxd
cecamic tile,

# The heavy quarry tile Iypes
and pavers are great choices for
such Moars, They will store the
sun's heat during the day and re-
lease it gradually tu keep the
room warm iafter the sun has

gone. During the summer.

monihs these Moces can alsocol-
lect the night breezes to help

lopsx evnicreie nlah,
the sun is down.
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F THIHF(HM: HFLOOR ii.- more than skin drr;;. For the whiie ceramlic tile

coul Lhe nyom,

¢ Ceramic tile's ppod looks
and casy care suit this room,
which is likely 10 become one of
the most aclive in the house.

Tile in nature hues goes cspe-
cially well with glass-walled
rooms that seem to bring in the
cutdoors,

 Tree planm;gﬂ ﬁi)s

Spring is a good time of year
ta add new trees and shrubs 10
the yard. If you plan to add a
new tree arshrub, here are some
tips which will help you provide
the best possible growing condi-
tions to help them thrive:

Dig a hole obout 1wice the
diamcter of the root ball, plac-
ing the soil to one side (prefera-
bly on a large tarp to protect the
lawn).

Next, fill the hole with wates
and lel drain. Then, min an
e¢qual part of Canadian sphag-
num peal moss with the soil
which has been removed from
the hole.

The sphagnum peat moss
conditions the soil assusing that
water and nutcients stay at root
level where they are needed.

Fill the hole halfway with the -

peat massisoil mixture and
water thoroughly. Sct the rec or

shrub in the hole making sure .

the original s0il line matches the
501l Jevel of the new location.

Loosen the burlap around the |

root batl and fill the hole with
the remaining soll/sphagnum
pceal moss mixtore, 'Farnp the
s0il and water thoroughly.

Leave aslight depressiontocol- |

lect rainfall.
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Unglazed quarry tiles and
pasess nuw come in colors from
sund to sepia, but remember that »
dark colors absorb heat better.

® You may be able 1n get
more heat than you need far
your parch roam out of this
roject. It all depends on your
ocation, the amount of thermal
mass, elc.

oril togetlier the two elemicats siorve solar hrat 10 warm up the room ufler

i you have heat 1o spare, uswe
it in adfoining rooms. Doors
and/or regisiers will circulate
the air,

® 1f the porch room’s back
will ix expused to the sun and

- ¥ou want to soak up extra heat,

make it a thermal storage area,
(00,
A conerete block wall will do

ALL BUILT-IN
VACUUM SYSTEMS
ARE NOT THE SAME

CENTRA-VAC
IS THE

- REASON WHY!
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* 877-7454 »
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* SERVING HALTON HILLS & AREA *
877-5940 Boh/Don 877-2868
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the Irick, bur that isn’t very
pretly, of course. So dress it yp
wilh good-took ing ceramic rile.
A brick-shaped nle in a newtral
color should flatler mast jobs,
* There are uther ways to add
extra thermal imass 10 your new
porch room. Musonry planiers

wripping areund the porch’s
window walls look as well as
they function. Tile them o
rntch the floor,

A long 1ile-topped counter,
using black, water-Tilled drums
25 bitse's, is excellent for thermal
sorage. Water-DNilled droms or
tubes may also be ranked along
the back walt to store heat, but
in a conventionzl porch roum
they are boih oo bulky and un-
sighity.

® You cap have a ceramic tile
Muor even if you're working
with a wood-floor base. But,

remember, tife shouldn't be in-
stalled owver a springy floor.
Nail down Loose Flovring and,
il that docsn’tdo the bick, cover
it with exterior-grade plywook
{of least %" (hick) before tiling,
® If your parch has a wood
base, check it welt before you

shatl any new constructian.,
After all, you want solid under-
pinnings.

1T you lind &1 or frermites,
boarids must be replaced. Use
new fuinber thal iy tredted Lo re-
vist- decay. Insialling a sheer-
nictal ferinile shield ot the same
time is a good jdea.

® In climates with {reezing
wintcr teiperatures, consider
instatling a masonry foundation
ground the porch’s perimefer.
Many wooiden porches are buill
with a 2-inclh or more slope
away from the house tadeiin off
rinwaler, so jack up the edge.

¢ The best-looking porch
roms play up their close-to-
nature rules. Lols of grecnery is
amust, Rattan and wicker fumi-
ture comes ralurally, but (o-
day’s shight-scaled modular
sealing would be perfect for a
Iun;{*. narrow parch, 1oo,

Allow space far alable forin-
formal meals, homework, bill-
paying and you same it. Think
of stringing up a hammock e
summer Juzing and snow gaz-
g, Add pillows and u comfor.
1ce tu 1he Bammuck, Now
yob've pol a guest room, toa!
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HEAT PUMP and cwy
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CARRIER HEAT PUMPS
canture energy

thar's norrally wasted
and bring it indoors loe
yout benefi!
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if you install a totai comfort
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