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Helping others is mainstay of society

ilerald Special
An arilcle published in an

American news magazine not
- Jong age described how women

were using volunteer work as a

foat in the door to the employ-

ment market. It said that the
feminis! movement had accel-
erated this trend by urging
women “to seck work 1hat is
_ 'real’ - in other words, paid”.

The co-erdinator of voluntecrs
in a Jarge institution was
quoted as saying thal women
were doing unpaid work to
Improve their zkills and hence
their career prospecis. Also
quoted was a former volunleer
who had moved on to a
- full-time position: I gucss

finmlly 1 was inlerested in

being pald for a job. Moncy is
- {he way soclety shows that it
values what you are doing.™
If that Is s¢, it makes a
disturbing commentary on
current social wvalues, For
surely much of the work that is
done for money is worthless to
anyone bul those who profit by
it. Voluntary service, on the

other hand, ls so valuable lo s

beneficiarics as 1o be literally

pricelcss. Who could ever

count what i4 5 worth to o

ctippled chlld to be taught how

to swim, or o an elderly

shut-in to have someone do the

shopping and drop in for n chat
- once or twice o week?

- The allitude that only paild
“.work mallers s lamentably

‘'commeon. You will ook in vain
.+ -in books on economics for so

".much as a2 mention of the
contributton which voluntary
service makes Lo the natlonal
wellbelng. In fact, voluntary
activities account for an
estimated 3.3 por cent of
Canada's gross national
product. One ln every seven
adult Canadians is engoged in
some sort of volunteer acilvl-
ty. Organized volunleer work
InCanadn amounts to sorme 374
million man-hours a yecar.

One of the mainstays of
society, after all, is the
common understanding that
the stronger must share thelr
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strength  with the weaker.
Tiere could be no sucial order
if the communlly interest did
not come before pucely selfish
pursuils. The religions which
did se much to establish that
social order in the first place
have always siressed that the
individual has an obligation te
his fellovs human beings. The
concept of mutual support is
tmplicit in every major religi-

John Ruskin made an acute
observalion of seriplural
Leachings when he wrola: [t
is writien, not ‘blessed s he
that [eedeth the poor,” bul
‘blessed is he that considereth
the poor”. A little thought and a
little kindness are often worth
more than a greal deal of
money."”’

Laissez-faire dominated the
socin]l policies of westemn
countries tn the 19th and early

nﬁghﬂ“ and
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Battlefield scene shocks Henry Dunant, 1859

Man’s suggestions

formed Red Cross

Henry Dunant, f(ounder ol
the world Roed Croas move-
ment in the mid-1%th cen-
tury, was the firs! Hed Cross
volunteer.

In 1839, the young Swisa
businessman was horrlfied
when he came upon 40,000
wounded, dead and dying lying
unaitended on a baitlefield in
northern Italy.

Dunant quickly orgonized a
corps of volunieers to provide
first ald to the wounded. He
wrote a2 book describing his
‘experiences and recommend-

the {ormation of volun-
teer relief societics to care for
the wounded during wars, and
international treatles to ensure
their humane treatment.

His recommendatlions
Em‘firtd the people ol Eurcpe

jn 1863 the Hed Crosa
movement, with the emblem of
& red croas on a white field,
wis born.

In Canada, the appearance
of the MMt Hed Cross volun-
teers and flags occurred in
1885 when militia foreea from
Eastern Canpdn were sent Lo
quell uprisings of Metis and
indian seltlers on the prairies.

In 18% Surgeon Major
George Sterling FHyersen
organized the [irst overscas
brarch of the British [ed
Cross Society in Toronio. Red
Crosa volunteers ralsed money
for the relief of combatants on
both sides In the Spanish.
American War and then, along
with veolunteers [rom new
branches in Montreal, Quebec,
Winnlpeg, Vancouver and,
Fredericton, sent focd and
funds to help the wounded in
the Boer War in South Africa.

During the First World War
thousands of wvolunteers of
what had become the Canadi-
an Red Crosa Soclety contri
buted more than £33 million in
retief, established hospitals in
England and France and,
atnong other things, sct up
comfort and care centres [or
Canadian service men. During
the Second World War Cana-

volunieers who care about
other people and are willing to
share their good fortune with
others, 1's the story of people
inspired by the Red Cross goal
of relieving human suflering In

war and peace and promoting
health - and dolng something
about it.

Call your Red Cross today Lo
find oul how you can become
part ¢f the Red Crosa story.

This week,

get involved!

Volunteer Week was officlally proclaimed in Halion

Hills April 5 by

“town councll,

o dolng so. eouncll

schnowledged that formally designating Aprll I8 (o 24
“Volunteer Week' will ensble local soclal and heaith

agencies [o pramole

“volanteeriym™

and encourage

non-nvolved members of the communliy to pat their spare
hours to betler vae. For mere information, call the North
Hallon ¥Volunleer Agency al 8T7-2218,

WVolunteers-~

I'Tip o’ the hat

The Halton Hills recreation
thanks to the many volunteers who've assisted ila programs
and, in doing so, ensured their success. Special thanks go to
Jiltians helper coach Jennifer Melville, outdoor cross-
country ski workshop host Rob Taylor, Acton pool stafl

Carolyn Sewell,
McVeigh, Melanie Bray,

Lo Fountaln,
Marla and lLaura Brillinger,

Canada’s

greatest

natural
resource’

depariment expresses fla

Jack Ninaber, Sean

Trevlynn and Shelly Masen, Shannon Johnson, Paul and
Lisann Doubt, Adrian Alder ond Denise Looyenga, and

Georgelown

pool staff Andrea Norgate, Johanna Delroy,

Glen Farrow, Tim Hancock, Kevin Stein, Melgnie Jonkins,
Chris Hlughes, Beth Gibbs, Jenni Lusby, Karen Pepper,
Denise Duille, Kim Penna, Jodi Colline, Christinn Wasser-
man, Hon Siderius, Janice Atherley, Christian Book and

Cathy Lenz.

20th centuries. Governmenty
shied away from dealing with
social problems. It was lefi
mainly to individuals, church-
es and other d‘:irltlhh: organ-
izatlons to attend to the public

‘welfare. Though [t was a full-

time job for many of them, the

¢ who worked in charit-
gble institulions were essen-
tially volunteers.

The present century brought
the birth of univeraal tam:—
gupporied programas in healih,
welfare nﬁd education. The
political thrust for mere
government Involvement
came from early socialista
who believed that undeserved

rivileges were wated

latssez-falre. regard-
ed the old system of charily as
not much more than seif-
serving paternnlism, a scatier-
ing of crumbs from rich men's

tables. They insisted that the
needs of society could never be
met by private benevoichce
alone.

Today, even righi-wing
political parties agree thal
governments should provide

‘some basle measure of social

service and security for people
who really need it. At the same

- time, even left-wing parties (in

the western world, at least)
agree that governments can-
not do alt that has to be done.
Publlc services lack the
human touch that people in
distress need so badly. Volunt-
eers can cither supplement the
services provided, or Lake care
of special problems which
government programs tend io
overlook,

Alter many ycars ol govern-
ments Laking on more and
more of the social respons-
jbilities once borne by private
citizens, the pendulum is now
swinglng back to the voluntary
seclar, Governments overy-
where are deeply in debt, and
they are finding that there isn
lmit to how heavily they can
tax people without damaging
the economy and their own
pelitical appeal. As o result,

they have been cutting back on
puhlicly-funded services.

[nonie country where drastic
economy measures have been
imposed, the Uniled Stotes,
President Ronald Heapan is
irying to rekindle what be calls
‘“"the spirit of volunteerism.”™

“The truth is, we've et
government take away many
of the things we once ¢on-
sidercd were ours to do volun-
tarily. out of the goodness of
our hearts and a sense of
neighborliness. | believe many
of you want to do those things
apain,” he said in a recend
specch

When volunteers are asked
the reasons why they volunt.
eer, they wsually cile the
salisfaction they derive fretn
helping others. A typical react-
jon came from an ex-champion
figure skater whao icaches
skating to blind children
“Don't get me wrong. 1 don't
teach these classes ns charity.
I'm basically a very scllish
person. [ teach them because |
get tremendous gratification,”
she sald,

The Report of the National
Advisory Ceuncil on Voluntecr
Action to the Government of

Canada in 1977 noted a “new
and healthy realization that
the volunteer itnsell does and
shauld benefit from veluniary
achivity.” It said:  “"Today,
many volunleers tend o place

work among the poor in India,

put the idea of service inlo

perspective when she sald:
“We feel ourselves that what

we are doing is just a drop in

not in the ocean, | think the

occans would be [ess because
of that missing drop."’

—Ileprinted from the

March-April Royal Bank

of Canada Letter,

less epiphasis on o charitable
molivition and frankly admit
that  thwir involvemnent in
voluntary activity arises from
therr need for self-expression,
self-development and self-
protection. Given that large
numbers of Canadians are
heavily engaged in voluntary
activity, many are sceking to
fulfl their persena) needs. ™

The need for solunteers s
bound te prow, nol  only
because of Lhis but because
there is so much trouble and
hardship to  be alleviated.
Puring  Velunteer Veck in
north Ameriea, held this year
from April 18 to 25, we should
honor the volonteers nmeng us
and think about what ¢lse we
could be duing ourselves,

The walchword of voluntar-
ism is “"do what you can". If
you do all you can, it can never
b ton Jithle,

Mother Teresa of Calculta,
wha was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prize of 1979 for her

the occan. But if that drop was

GEORGETOWN

SCOTTISH BAKERY

We feature a fudl line of

Scottish Bakery products
including......

s Assoried
Meat Pies

e Bridigs

« Cornish Paslles
» Ayrshire Bacoa
= Bellast Ham

» Beel & Pork
Sausage Links

e Sliced Square
Sausage

» Black Pudding

» Haggis, elc.

* Scottish Rolls
and Bread

» Patalo Scones

» Assorted Cakos
and Pasines, etc.

136B GUELPH STREET
GEORGETOWN
877-0216

Time is Running Out to Sav ... during
La ngcraft Hobby and Craft Supplies’

‘MOVING |

SAVEUPTO

5 OOFF

Everything in the store!

PATON’S

CRAFT YARN

Reg. $1.25

NOW

¢ per

skein

PATON'S DOUBLE-DOUBLE

YARN

Reg. $1.35

VALSPAR l:IQUID
PLASTIC PAINT

Load Free
Reg. 54.25

NOW 5¢
ONLY

20 oz,
can

MODEL TRAIN

SUPPLIES
*AND PLASTIC MODELS

Yes, that’s
Right, Our
Lease has
Expired and
We Are
Moving...

SOFT PLASTIC
DOLL FACES

ASSORTEDKNITTING

PATTERNS

25¢....
LEATHERSTRIPS 72 price

V2 onice

STYROFOAM

PLASTIC NEEDLEWORK

CANVAS

Reg. $1.75
NOW ONLY

*1.00 =

PAINTED
NEEDLE WORK

CANVASES
1/2 PRICE

CANDLEMOLDS — 4t

" (atario Conservatory
of music is now
accepting. . .

SPRING
REGISTRATIONS

Cn Accordion, Guitar,
Organ & Piano

We have a special registration fee of
$20.00 "% OFF" Reqular Fee for the
month of ' April” only.

e, 877-9533

BETAILS CALL
Mon. thru Fri between the hours of 230 & # prm

dian Red Cross volunteets sent
165 million prisoner-of-war
packeges overscas, contribut-
ing goods and money amount-
ing to more than $125 million.
Today Red Cross voluntecrs
acruss Canada glve more than
one million units of biood every
year. Volunteers work at blood
donor clinies; they help deve-
hop and teach Hrst aid, water
and boat salety and health
mmes. Volunteers vislt
veterans and senior citizens,
loan out crutches and wheel-
chalrs and provide emergency
and disaster services. Volun-
leers raise money for overscas
disaster rellef and develop
menl programmes apd trace
and reunite separated family
members. Jt b estimated that
volimteers perform 50 per cent
of Red Cross work [n Canada.
The story of e Red Cross in
Canada and around the world
is the story of volunteers -

CHARGEX

==
o]

CHARGEX AND
MASTERCARD
"HEI.CQHED! —~

DOWNTOWN GEORGETOWN

HOBBY & CRAFT

LANGCRAFT

SUPPLIES

OPEN
MONDAYS




