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Panel gloomy over housing issue in north Halton

f ]

By CHRIS AAGAARD
Herald Stafl Writer

North Halten's housing sit-
uation is-2iling to meet Lhe
needs of several segments of
the area's population, b special
pansl sponsored hy the North
Halton Social Planning Coun-
cli, agreed Thursday night.

One panel member, repre
sentling a Georgetown devel-
cpment lirm, teld the audience
gathered at Georgetown [Dhst-
rict High School there's liltle
hope for change unless some-
thing is donc to reduce the
“bureaucratic guagmire"” hin-
dering new construction
star(s.

The high cost of housing can
more readily be altributed to o
“hidden culprit™ than to lend-
ing institullons, senior gov-
ernment, human malure or the
builders and developers them:
selves, according te Phil Car-
ney.

“The culprit is bureau-
cracy,” e said *"Canadiany
are the mnat over-governed,
over-regulated people in the
world.”

Chalred by Mayor Pele
Pomeroy, the panel also inclu-
ded Norih Halten Association

A pane) convened by the North Halton Seclal Plannlng Councll attempled (o come Lo grips
with preblems ln Halton's houslng Inventory. FPanel members were {lefl to right) Noerth Halloa
Assoclation for the Mentally Retarded president Bert Armold. who dlscussed group homes Io the
communiiy for the mentally handicapped: developer Phil Carney, who loched at bureaoeratie
barriers hinderlng new projects; Ann Gabriel, manager of the Halton Housing Authority, who
reviewed Halton's subsidlzed housing needs: and Hetty Hill, a Children's Ald Soclely
represeniatlve who talked about group hames for troubied youngaters. The panel discussion was
held Thursday night in the Georgetown and Distrlct High School auditoriom.

{Herald photo)

Committee members needed
for Social Planning Council

An audicnce of aboul 50
people may not seem that
targe, but its response 1o
Thursday nighl's panel dis.
cussion on Halten's housing
needs was certainly enthus-
lastic,

North Halton Social Plann-
ing Council representative
Bill Thom told The Herald
that several people, expross-

ing an interesi in commill-
¢es which may be set up lo
lowk further into housing
needs in the arca, approach-
ed Council members follow-
ing the discus<siun,

One of the objectives of the

Council this year is aszessing
the North Halton housing sil-

vativn Me. Thaom said, and
the council hopes to strike

commiltees to look at low-.
rent accommodation, group
hemes and child care ser-
vices,

In addition, the council is
looking for two mere direct-
ors. People interested in
joining the year-old srganiz-
ation can find oul maore
information about i1z goals at

164 Guelph St. (the old Fob-

ert realty officel in George-
town. Inquiries are welcome
Mondays, Wednesdays and
Fridays,

Meanwhile, the Council
will appeinl a new execulive
al ils direclors’ meeting May
4. Thursday night's lenglhy
agenda halted plans to ann-
ounce the new administrat-
fan.

Town seeks site plan control

Il the owners of the Creatian
cultural and recreation cenlre
wanl further development on
thelr property south of Norval,
they'll have to submit a 20
year “'site plan’ for town
council's consideration.

In a recorded vote Monday
right, councillers John Mc-

P Donnld, Russ Miller, Marthmn

Serjeanlson, Waller Bichn,
Harry Levy, Gearge Malthy
and Terry Grubbe and Mayer
Pete Pomeray supperted a
planning departmen! recom-
mendallon to reject plans for
an 8.8 acre cemetery at the
centre at the northwest comer
of Stderoad Five and Winston
Churchill Boulevard.

Councillors Pam Sheldon,
Mike Armstrong, Dave
Whiting and Hoss Knechtel
jeined Roy Hooth to oppose the
recommendation. Coun, Booth
had expressed concern that the
Issue would be debated before
the Ontario Municipal Board
{OMB) and the town could
lose.

Cenltre represenlatives have
promised there would be no
funeral processions on town
roads, 1o preserve farmland on
their property, ond sign “no
litigation™ agreements with
netghboring farmers concern-
ed thal nolse from their farm
operalions and use of herbicid-
ez may distupt burind cere-
monles and the condition of the
cemetery.

Following their decislon,
councillors asked the centre's
representalives (o meel fown
sialf and draft a site plan for
the 160-ncre property, "build-
ing In" municipal conlrols on
the property’s fulure develop-
ment.

William Whiteacre, the
cenlre'’s l[awyer, asked council
to delay its decislon on the

return in two months with &
camprehensive  plan.  Coun,
Whiting suggested the cemete-
ry recommendation bo labled
until conncil received the
detailed site plan.

However, masi councillora
felt that a decision had been

delayed long enough. Council

delerred the decision at the
end of January to allow the

‘centre time to study the eflecls

lhe cemetery would have on
neighboting farms,

Mr. Whitcacre told The
Herald after the meeting that
he will have to tolk with his
clients about their next step,

for local Croatian centre

and would not say if Creatlans
would appeal council's decisl-
on to the OMB or regotiate a
complete site plan with town
stafl and council.

Mayor Pomeroy oacknowl-
edged that council may have to
consider the proposal again as

part of the compleie site plan. -

for the Mentally Retarded
INHAMR! president Berl Ar-
nold, Halton Housing Author-
Ity manager Ann Gabriel and
Halton Children's Ald Soclely
(CAS) representative Belly
Hill. &

By the time a developer is
ready 10 construct new homes
in Halton, he may have had 10
wade through as many as M
different agencles before the
project is finally approved,
Mr. Carney argued. He said
that as little a3 ten per cent of
the lime taken to complete a
housing project is spenl in
construciion, while the re
maining 90 per ccn! is Laken up
by {he "“planning process'’.

“I'mnot zzying the (housing
jnduslry) coesn't need policing
tosome degree,” he said. " Bul
these agencles should be

sireamlined tp funciion as a
service for the people, os
oppesed 1o the sell-serving
bodles they have grown into."’

He advocated erasing the
“duplication of services” in

House project

the regional and local planning
departmuents, as well as other
bedics hke the Miagara Es-
carpment Commission and the
conservation autharities,

Services should be returned
lo the local level, Mr. Carney
said, -charging that regional
stafl have little faith in local
councillors making gqualified
decisions about development,

Over-regulation may also be
hindering plans by the
nhamr to establish group
homes in Halton Hills, Mr.
Arnold suggested.

Homes in which mentally
handicapped adults live lo-
gelher wilh a superviser and
[unctien as part of Llhe comm-
unity rather than as members
of an instilution can crealc
“political difficullies”, and the
town's bylaws currently doe pot
permil group homes in urban
residential areas. Neighbors,
unfumiliar with mentally
handicapped individuals, Teel
that group homes will threaten
property values in the cormmn-

review soon

A public meeting is expecied
to be announded shortly lo
review two applicaticns tfo
build homes In the John Street
and River Drive area above
Mountainview Road.

Yhile no date for the meel-
ing has been sel by lown
councif, the planning depart-
ment has suggested May 10.

The [irst project envisions
the construcilon of 27 condo-
miniuvm {ownhouses on about
two acres of property an River
Drive below Mountalnview
North., A seccond plan, also
proposed by developers Ross-
wood Properties of Toronto,
secks to build 27 semi-Jetach-
ed houses on almost eight
acres of property adjocent to
the first project sandwiched
between River Drive and John
Street.

As a condominium project,
the first proposal will form n
corporation to tend play-
grounds, ¢lear Internal roads
and loke care of garboge
coileclion, Flans for both pro-
jects were submited with the
town's site plan cenirel bylaw
in mind, which allows the town

some conbeol over design.
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Under the preposed plan, the

cpartment is ex-

ﬁecicd to take cash instead of
H |

recrealion

ving the developer establish
o certain amount of parkland
{or general use, Open space {or
the nelghborhoned is planned as
part of the project.

A tul de sac¢ will serve
residents im the second pro-
posal which will open out onto
John Sireel. A private walk-
way wili lead through the
deveifopment, allewing resi-
denis and visitars necess to
cars and play areas.

unily and even pose a danger
lo the neighbarhood.

Mr. Arnold argued that when

planners asscss the need of
having a graup home in the
town, they may be nsking the
wTong questions,
“The question is nol whether
the communily needs the
group home, but Lhe fact is the
group home needs the comm-
nnily,” Mr, Arnold said.

Mentally handicapped indiv-
iduals should be living in the
community wilh the range of
services other residents enjoy,
Mr. Arnold added. While the
NHAMR would like to see
group homes eslablished in
Halton Hills, il would discour-
age a “‘proliferation” of them
in the same communily,

Too many group homes for
the mentally handicapped, he
=atd, could change the “pro-
file” of the community, and for
group home residents, there
would be little difference [rom
life in an instilution,

Additional homes are also
necded for “lroshled” youths,
Mrs. Hill said. Thirty-six of
Hallon's 200 youths in CAS
care are currently residing in
group homes, but only two of
these children live in Hallon,

The CAS can offer tempors

A Used

Volkswagen...
Don’t settle

for less

BAZ MOTORS

189 Guelph 51, Georgtlown
877-5285

ary sheler for three or Tour
weeks o about 17 voungsters
at any one time, Ars. Hill said,
Bul long-termn care in super-
vised group homes within the
child's community is extreme-
iy scarce, Even the foster care
program is sulfering as more
womencnlter the job marke! to
help make onds meel, feaving
fewer families time le offer
fosler care.
UPSET YOUTIS

For “upset” youlhs bound
for a group home, Mrs. Hill
saind il s better emotionnlly for
them Lo stay in their own ¢com-
munities, close to relatives and
(riends.

“*We really don't help them
by sending them away,” she
said.

A5 with group homes for Lhe
mentally  handicapped, Mrs.
Hill said special homes for
Iroubled youngsters are roe-
ceived with considerable skep-
ticism from neighbars. Group
homes, therelore have to work
closely with ihe neighborhood
to promole wndersianding
about their children.

There 18 not enough subsid-
ized housing in north Hulton 1o
meet the needs of residents
whe quahfly for the provincial
assistance, Mri. Gabriel said,
especially for families on a
hmiled income,

Because the Ontario Housing
Cummission Corporation i3 no
longer in the development
business, it will be up lo
private devrlopers and privale
and municipal oon-profit de-
velopers to provide subsidized
housing, With Cannda’s econ-
oy lageing, applications [or
subsidized housing are In-
creasing and waiting lists are
petting longer far Lhe few
openings available.

Halten must consider eslal-
lishing “emuergency” housing
for ils residents who are
suddenly furced from or lose
their bomes, Hallon Women's
Plaice in Millon provides
emergen:y shelter for nbused
women and their dependents.

v, we are not adequately
meeting the housing needs of
thi clienls we see everyday,”™
Mrs._Gabriel vongluded.
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SPEAKER: MR. JOHN McDERMID, M.P.
FILM: “DIEF"
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