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One lost, one won

in budget battles

It's springtime, when a

politician’s mind turns to thoughts of

money. :
}"This time of year is always in-
triguing for municipal government ob-
gservors; in these harder financial
times, it's a lesson in
titudes, when those duly elected to ser-
ve our needs struggle after that holiest
of grails, the Bottom Line for this
year’s spending,

To Halton Hills budget chairman
Harry Levy and members of town
council who voted unanimously last
week for an admirable and practical
budget, we extend our thanks and
congratulations. . Town council’s
budget deliberations, particularly sin-
ce Mayor Peler Pomeroy and Coun.
Levy assumed their respective
positions, have been down-to-earth
examples of which we can all be proud.

I&nﬂn& that example, on the
cther hand the Halton board of

| -edur.atiun. To Halton Hills trustees

Betty Fisher, Arlene Bruce and (in ab-
sentia) Betty Walker, good luck in next
fall's election. We admire the con-
scientious jobs you do through the
term, but if you and your colleagues
cannot hold budget increases to a frac-

tional minimum in a time of declining -

enrollment and fiscal restraint,
perhaps we need new people to try a
different approach.

Education director Wally
Beevor did little to ease the pain for
3:3 ed Acton ratepayers who atlen-
school budget, as we see it, i3 most cer-
tainly. NOT *‘pared to the bone’', Mr.
Beevor.

With a bit of a shock, Halton
Hills witnessed its own miniature ver-
sion of Clifford Olson recently when the
crown attorney introduced former

hired killer Cecil Kirby to testify in the"

Daminion Hotel murder trial.

Revealed following last week's
verdicl against the Acton hotel's for-
mer owner were a few facts about the
crown’s witness, an ex-biker who'd
made a considerable fortune blowin
busine.vﬁea up, bﬂnﬂng thf”f‘ down :aw:ﬂ1

enerally accepting people's money

gu their dirty wu;k?ur them.

Kirby was granted immunity by
Ontario’s attorney-general in late 1980
so he would inform police about
criminal activities in which he'd been
{involved. He turned up in the Dominion
Hotel trial recalling how the owner had
initially asked him to burn the
establishment down as an insurance
con. Owner Cosimo Mercuri sub-
3$uentl decided to do the him-
seil, killing a hotel resident in the
process, a concluded last week.

With Mercuri headed for jail,
justice seems to have been accom-
modated, but in Kirby's case, we won-

- der just how much of a judicial trade-

political at-

-

drop-in sessiofi' recently, The

Still to come, Halton region’s
municipal budget, due next Wed-
nesday. Elaborate hiring proposals
{from most of the regional departments
have already made a mockery of
regional council’s former commitment
to a grandstanding hiring freeze, but
outside consultants decided last year
that Halton can’t do its appointed job
unless the bureaucracy F,ruws along
with the budget. Much of the hiring,
department heads say, will merely
brning Halton into line with regional
administrations elsewhere.

Two points come to mind here:
first, the key word ‘‘appointed’.
Halton taxpayers did not ask for a
modernized version of the old county
system; the Old Way could work no
lunger, to be sure, but it's only fair that
the provincial government that forced
regionalization upon us eight years ago
should continue financing its concept,
rather than cutting back on regional
funding or adding to its workload by
shrugging off some previously provin-
cial responsibilities.

Second, regional councillons
geem ready to grant department hea
their requested additional staff but
won't do.the same for Police Chief
James Harding. The chief's request for
additional officers to fight a rising
crime rate is the reason why the police
budget was recently referred back to
the police commission for further
trimming. Regional council wants to
hire more bureaucrats to upgrade its
own services but won't do the same for
the police. Maybe the police com-
mission should have hired its own out-
side consultants, not that the need for
more policemen is in question here.

Does crime pay?

off we can tolerate, _

Canada's solicitor-general and
national police force created a storm of
controversy last year when they ad-
mitted they'd paid convicted killer
Clifford Olson $300,000 to provide them
their only substantial evidence against
him. The B.C. murderer of young in-
nocents goes to jail, of course, but his
wife benefits from his crimes.

So it seems with Kirby, whose

lice-solicited testimony has admit-
edl t five murder conspirators
behind bars. In exchange for his
testimony, we are angered to learn,
Kirby is paid $23,520 & year in expen-
ses, gets free accommodations and
depends on round-the-clock security
guards. ,

What do the casestf Kirby and
Olson convey to our young people? "'l
thought you said crime doesn't pay?"”
we can hear them ask,

Valuable testimony or not, pelice
cannot morally offer such deals to

. those whose criminal affairs warrant

only punishment, Rather than bar-
tering for testimony with handsome
incomes and virtual freedom, perha
we should offer them their very life in
return {or justice.

[ "~ April is Cancer Month

By Stewart

MacLeod

Ottaws Bareau
of The Herald
" Even as the  big .event draws
nearer, it's stlll diffieult to sea why the

government {eelx il necessary to bring -

the Queen to Oltawa to proclalm our
new constitution,

In fact, the closer we get to the -

ceremony the more we wonder about
the government’s single-minded deter-
mination to turn the patriation pageant
into an event of majestic riions.

We can only hope that the Queen will |

manage Lo avoid any embarrosaments
during the three doys she will apend

-with us,

It would be different if Canadinns
were all unlied around our new
constitutlon and were jiching for an
excuse to have a national blow-out. Bul
30 long &s one Lfrﬂvlncn. In this case
Quebec, Is atoutly opposed to the new
constitution, it seems to me it would be
prudent to display some resiraint.

And s0 long as the country s

By Derek
Nelson

Queen's Park Borean
of The Herald

What i3 Treasurer Frank Miller

seiting us up for?

Are we due {or a stilf round of tax
increases in the budgetl expected Infer
this month, as any reading of Miller's
statements as they appeared In news-

pera the past cotple of months would
ndicale?

Or s Miller pulling the [ederal

5 - I
Th co t ) . governmenl| trick of being ultra-scary
e S O can C‘ : right now 8o that when his budget does
: | comne in, the Wax Increases in it won't

Cancer research is costly. An
average of 61 cents out of every dollar
raised by the
Society's April campaign goes directly
to research. .

Charles Cliffe, Ontario Division
Volunteer Campaign Chairman, sald
“without the Rcﬂma of the
Canadian public, our of cancer
research would not be ible, Nor
would the Society be able to continue
its programs of public education and
cancer patient services.,”

Society’'s 1982 theme, ''We
?oeetdﬁmnuw—mmthanm."rﬁm

Society’s concern that same
pecﬁ: may feel that due to the success
of the fund-raising efforts of Terry

Canadian Cancer’

- research pro

Fox, continued public support of the
Society is not necessary.,

r. Cliffe stated “Terry's wish
wa$ that all Marathon of Hope Funds
would be used for new innovative
grams that could not have
otherwise been funded. For that reason
100 cent of the Terry Fox Funds
went to the National Cancer Institute.”

The money raised during the
Society's Annual April campaign will
fund existing research programs as
well as the Society’s ongoing
Education and Patient Service
programs, The lalter two programs
represent 14 and 16 per cent of the
Society’s income respectively, leaving

Contlnzed ca page AS

seem $0 bad after all?

Miller does have lerns.

Government ln Onlario is commltl-
ed lo delivering a wvast range of
services to the public. These must be
paid for, and contrary to Lthe pro-
fesaional profestors' criea of “cut-
backs™, oa sacred cows thezn
programs -are incapable of being
trimmed.

In 1981 the price tag was $20 biltion,
up {rom $17 billion in 1960.

Moreaver, it Is obviouws from - the
high percentage incregsea the province
is promising groupa like universities
and municipalities, that 1982 &
is going to pass $23 billion, o
$24 billlen.

DEFICITGROWTH

It Jooks llke government spending
will outperform inflation again this
coming year, a5 [t {ends (o do in &
recession, m an even grealer
proporiion of the goods and services

maybe

divided, 1 am not so sure it's falr to
bring the CQueen into an alleged
national wing-ding. IU's nol as though

she has to be there - she could caoslly -

gend the new constitution by courler
and it could be proclalmed without any
royal assistance.

WANTE PARTY

But the Trudeau government, from
the beginning, has been determined to
couple patriation with a party, that it
be a great state occasion during which
all Canadlans should celebrate. And
glven Prime Minlster Trudeau's life-
long obsesslon with giving Canade a
new consiitution, ona can understand
his enthusinsm,

If all 10 provinces had agreed on
the new constliution, It would be very
difficult to srgue against such a
celebration. But the fact is, we didn't
get Quebec's agreement and so, unfor-
{unately, tho new conatitution remalns
divisive, What we are deolng, in effect,
Is bringlng the Queen inte the midst of
an internal disagreement.

The prime minister has made it
amply clear how he feels - thal the
separatist government ol Rens
Levesque would never agree with other
governments on a bew constliution;
that on conslitutiona) issues It is the
federal governmen!, and not Uhe
provincial pgovernment, that
represents Lhe people of Quebec, and
that there I8 no reason why the Parti
Quebecols ahould spoll a national
celebration. As Lthe prime mintster told
a news conference, be “couldn’t care
less'” whether Lavesque comes to the

produced by the people of Onlario in

- 1982 wlll have to go to feed the tape

worm of government., :

Miller's problem is how to pay for
these soaring costa.

He has only two optlons: [ncrease
the deficit or rnise taxes. -

In 1981 the deficlt, predicted (o
come In at under $1 billlon, actually
exceeded §1.5 billlon. And because of
the " recession, which depressea
revenue, 1882 iy bound to be worse.

And that's if Miller does nothing
more Lhan last yesr, In fact, as
mentioned above, the provines s
bumping expendilures on (L8 own,
while Miller will also have to do with a
smaller increase in granta {rom (he
federal government than usual.

LETGROW

Why then not just let the deficll
climb? After all, luture gencrations
are the ones Lhe government s
borrowing from, and they don't vole in
the present.

Economlist John Keynes' Lheory of
deficit financing is whal governments
like 1o say they are following: they
aren’'t, of course,

His theory sald In bad times
government borrows to stimulate the
econamy, and in good limes govern-

POET’S CORNER

Always
Missed‘

best '

in a financial mess

PQ Constitution opposition

should prompt royal restraint

ceremony.

I suspect 8 greal many pueople
agree with Trudeau on that,

STARTS SMARTING

But, just the same, there s no point
in pouring sait In extsting wounds. And
a3 Premier Levesque talks about
"counter-eventa", [l would appear that
he |s beginning to smart from the sall,

Quebecers, he aald, 'do not accept
the Queen of England bringing us our
symbolic independence’. And officials
of the Parli Quebececls sald they are
trying toorganize masaive antl-Oitawa
demonatrations [n both Montreal and
Hull.

.. Demonslirations in Huil could
probably be seen from Parliament
Hill, where the Queen will be proclaim-
Ing the new constitution. In fact, there
ks little to prevent the demonstration
from crosalng various bridges into
Ottawa.

In any event, you can be sure thot

lelevision cameras will be carefully

focused on the demonsirolors, thus

" ensuring Lhat the Queen won’l have the

whole day Lo hersell.
And If sha has to be wra Ina
blanket of security, It won't do much

- for the party almesphere,

I would much prefer, under exisl.
ing cireumstances, tosce Canadagel a
new constitution in a stmple, low-key
and dignified cercmony that would
involve all federal party leaders and
agreeable premliers. Then, when the
dust setlles, (here is no reason why the
Queen couldn't come to Canada and
perhaps even enjoy herself for a couple
of days.

Awaiting Miller’s budget a
matter of crippled economies

ment pays the money back., That
makes sense. Governments, unforiu-
nately, always find pew "needs” lo
spend cash upon In good times and
never do pay anything back,

Quebec leads provinelal govemn-
ments In the borrowing l2ague. 1is $21
billion budget includes $3 blllion In
borrowing, & proportion so high the
le York credils markets expressed
alarm,

Bingo. Quebec now talks about

“restraint™,
TAXES UP

Ontario is nowhere close 10 being
equivalent (o
Quebec’s, but atill, Lo retain our Triple
A (best) credit raling there are Lmlis
to what Miller can seck.

50 {hat brings us back to taxes.

OHIP premiums and the usual
“"sin"' loxes (alcobol, lobacco} are
bounid to go up, and T suspect the base
rate for Lhe provinclal income tax may
bo shilfled again as it was last year.

In the short run this juggling of
deficits and taxes will work. In the long
run, a8 the experience of couniry after
country has proven, you cannot spend
Lo infinily and tax to extravagance
wlthout crippling your economy. How
far are we down that road?

Freda was always there.
Her genlle heart

kepd time

to he eternal

clock,

She was this "Man's Best Friend'.
Her persistent nose urged me

from my sieep.

Her knowing voéce signalled

the arrival of an
unfamillar presence.
There were Umes when ber
allentlon

ansoyed me.
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THIRTY YEARS AGO-Three municipalities have
agreed ta North Halton school board's plan to build
new high schools at Georgetown and Acton and add
& gymnasium at Mition. Esquesing opposes the plan
because they say the cost involved is too great and
favors o building at all until the municipalities are
ahating costs on actual assesaments rather than oo
arhitrary flgures, When that (s done, Esqueaing
suggests building one high school in Acton at &
figure whereby the ent subaidy would
apply to the totol cost. School board members

ressed aurprise atl Esqueaing’s declsion.
i ing councll accepied the bid of

Esquea
Matacast Company of Toronlo {or spraying weeds

at $3 a mile on both sides of the road. Council will
140 gallons of Green Crosz commercial
waoed kill No. 96 at a price of $7.54 a galloo.
President of Halton County CCF Association
for a second term is Slan Allen of Georgolown. Mr.
Allen, who is a member of the Georgetown Councl),
s employed by Smith and Sione where he is
president of the IBEW Unlon. He waa re-eloctsd to
office at the annual meeting in the Farmers’ Hall in
Milton, Committes members are Frank Parmeter
of Georgetown and William Coleman of Acton.

TWENTY YEARS AGO-Night school clazses in
Georgetown are dead. At an open meeting to stir
interest in the li-faled classes Tuesday night,
cleven pecple, most of them commiitee members,
turned up lo draw the curtnin on night schogl which
began here nine years ago. Miss Jean Ruddell
pointed out that this year's carollment was below
last year's, with expenses the same, but ravenue
sagging badly. The commiltee had threatenad to
call 1L quits last year but publlc response at asimilar
meeting bad been sufficlent to glve ihetn the green
light for this past Lermn. It was the emall turpout this

- year that rang the death knell for night schiool.

Paul Armstrong, chairman of the Georgetown
Unit's Blitz campaign for the Canadian Cancer
Soclety aaks Georgetown citizens to support the
campalgn to the best of their abllity. Georgetown's
quota is $2,600 for this year's snnual April drive.

" Tolho average Hallon resident Just what does
the County Council’s $2,300,000 budget mean? There
are opproximaltely 116,000 residents in tho county.
The entlre population is bound to raise $1,335,914 of
tho total county expendilure ¢n a mill rate of six
mills bosed on their 1961 assesament. This means
each man, woman, and child In Hallon awes his
County Government §9.80 Lhis year, Residents of the
flve North Hatton municipatliles have an additional
g1 cenis per capita Lo ralse this year to pay off
putstanding debeniure on the new Acton, George-
town and Milton high schools, The tolal payment of
$115,035 ls due this year frorm the northern towns and

townships.

TEN YEARS AGO-A nuity navy composed of

barrel rafts, rubber boats, canoes, kayaks and some
craft which would look more &t home in a junk art
exhibltion, will crulse down the Credit River from
east Glen Williams ip Norval Saturday [n the
Georgetown Jayeees' sixth annual Crary Bost
Race. Jaycee publicity officer Don Blck told The
Herald he expects 100 entries. Since the criginal

. race, Lhe number of entries has been atsadily

growing and last year hit the 73 mark.

Should Georgelown have a municlpally
operaled tax-subsidized bus service? Realdents are
being askedk to fill out questionnalres this week, The
survey, being made by the Toroalo flirm of Dekeuw
Cather Company Lid., was crdered by town councll,
It is the sscond slnge in an $3,000 study. The first
phase which the firm presenied to councll n
February indicated the {lrm's opinion that a bus
service is needed here. A private service has boen
operaled for several years by Georgelown
Transportation Company. At present, there gre four
trips {rom the east end to downtown momings end
{wo trips mornings and eone aflerpoons from
downtown Lo the east. If a Georgetown syslem wers
approved, the Ontarlo government would subsidize
yearly deficlts by 50 per cent. With 4,900 households,
including apartments, in Georgelown, estimated
yearly deficit for a bus service would be $20,000.

The villagers of Limehouse won thelr battle

agafnst change Tuesday afternoon when Hallon
County Road Committes unanimously rejected the
deslgn study by Deleuw Cather which

various roads through and around Limehouse. The
game firm of consultants wera asked fo study
alternate truck routes with speclal em on the
Fourith Line out to Highway 7. A egation of
Limehouze residents a before the commil-
tee and presented s petition of 249 names. Regidents
urged the retention of Limehouse as it is, the
preservaiion of the railway bridgs as a unifying link
for the communily, no new roads, no lax hike to
subsidlze the extractive industries, no heavy truck
traffic through the village, the maintenance of the
present road for exlating tralfle and the Improve-
ment of Fourth Line to kHighway 7 by widening and
pavina.

ONE YEAR AGO-More than §1,140,000 worth of
health and soclal service programs, nine siafl
positions and rond reconatruction projects that were
toinclude the regrading of the hazardous Mountsln-
view-Rlver Drive Intersection, may have all fallen
victim to regiongl budget cutbacks. The culs wers
recommended Wednesday the admlinistration
and finance commlitee wi

officer Ermnle Reid |s taking the budget back to the

jon's Individual departments to see if there are
addltionnl cuts that could be made. The budget wili
then be presented to council for approval Wednes-
day

Haltan MP Otto Jelinek i3 "delighted” with
his appointment s corporate affalrs critie in Lhe
Conzervative shadow cabinet, Mr. Jellog’; sald
Thursday he knew mwmmﬂmﬂntoﬂm
leader Joa Clark was glving him the poat of a0e the
Tory leader ls aware of Mr, Jelinek's inbrest in
amall busineas. "II enlarges my intered from
strictly small businesses o medium ard
corporations ns well," he commented. “It #ill be &
very challenging portfollo to handle," he rald.

The only negative a.poct In an rtherwise
smoothly-conducied 12-day strike by Haltx region
publlc works employeen took the form o a traffle

© injury Thursday morning which left o of the

strikers hospitalized following a miship at the
picketted Oakville landftll site. Haltery regional
police charged a 25year old man from Longford
Mills, Ontarfo with dangercus driving after the
amall dump truck be waa driving ran over picketer
Bernard Gulllivet, 52 of Cakville. .

The harshneis of my words
struck her i
23 oo blow
could.
It"s been about & yesr now,
since abe quit thin
exislence.
I mowrn Lhe loas of her
farry being
and look eagerly forward
to the reunlow
of iwa Irlends,
—~By Mariswe C, Dickson
RR2Beelon

almoat all of the
region's 24 councillors present. Chilef administrative .
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