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Crown finds cracks in hotel owner’s testimony

By MAGGIE HANNAJ
Herald Special

The Crown proved last Tues-
day that deaspite Cosimo Mer-
curi's denial the previos day,
the Acton hotel owner had an
affalr with a bartender he
employed,

Statements made by Mr.
Mercurt in his defence of a
second degree murder charge
In the Ontario Supreme Courd
were slowly eroded by Crown
Attorney Paul Stunt during an
aggressive croas-examlnation.

Mr. Mercurd, 43, and hotel

employee Michael McCrystal,
49, are chorged with secnnd
degree murder in the death of
hotel resident Howard
Gibbona, 58, during a fire
which destroyed the hotel gn
Aug. 19, 1979,

A Lhird defendant, Lecnard
Crippa, 57, was acquiited
March 29.

Mr. Mercuri vehemently
denied having an affalr with
his bariender Heather More-
land of Guelph.

He remained silent when Mr.
Stunt told him he was under

surveillance by the Hallon
Regional Police the night his
home was searched and boxes
of records and building plans
were Seized tn October, 1979,

Dr. Johan Trapman told the
court he lreated Mr, Mepcurd
in July and August, 1978, when
he broke a bone (i his hand and
had to wear a cast. Dr.
Trapman said the cast went on
July M or 30 and was removed
Aug. 20.

While it couldn’t be imposs-
ible for &8 man to lift boxes or
filling drawers welghing up lo

20 pounds shortly afler the cast
was removed, be felt it would
be painful.

Mr. Mercuri said be remov-
ed such ftems from the rubble
al the hatel when it was
returtied to him & few doys
after the cast was removed.

Mr. Mercuri admilted a
criminal record and zaid he
was convicled and received a
suspended sentence in Septem-

ber, 1976, for a charge of theft -

over $200. In February, 1981,
he was fined $500 and put on
probation when he pleaded

Defendant McCrystal reveals
- little in testimony

Just bow much defendant
Michoel McCrystal actually
remembers of the fire that
destroyed Acton’s Dominion
Hotel Aug. 19, 1979, came into
serious question last Wed-
nesday as he teslilied In his
own defense in a murdertrial
in the Ontarloa Supreme
Court. ‘

Even Mr. McCrysial's
lawyer, John Smith, had
trouble making hls client
slick airictly to things he saw
or heard rather than things
he had been lold by others or

pleced together from eventa.

He recalled going to Len
Cripps’ room on the second
floor of the hotel with sand-
wiches and a jug of boer alter
the preliminary ¢leaning was
done when the hotel closed,
He heard Mr. Mercuri’s car
leave ive minutes or so after
he reached the room and
knew It was Mr. Mercuri
because of muffler trouble.

He soon recognized the
sound of the alarm and went
out immediately to check
whether it might be a false
alarm resulting from a
prankster actlvating a pull
swltch somewhere.

In the three ycars he lived
at the hotel, he estimated 200
such false alarms had

occurred because of prank-
slers. :

When he could find
cause, he went Lo check his
roam, Lhen cheeked the
washroom (o see if someone
had fallen asieep on the floor
or in the bath tub ns some-
times happened. He notlced
smoke blowing in the open
bathroomn window on Lhe
second floor, but saw no
cause for it. The slarm rang
for a minute or iess, he sald.

After seeing smcke he
rushed to the third floor in
search of a cause and found It
{uil of smoke and the metal
clad door al the top of the
stairway warm (o fouch.

Mr. McCrystal could seena
Mames or source for Lhe
smoke, It just seemed to be
coming from everywhere. He
then began going down the
hall knocking ¢n doors and
opening them. If he found
something such as a maltr-
&2 on fire he might have
been able o extingulsh it, he
said, although he never
removed ony of the hand fire
exlinguishers argund the hall
from their mooringa.

He did knock on Howard
Gibbons' door bu! when he
recelved na answer he
assumed Mr. Gibbons was
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Although he could find
nothing, there was obviously
something wrong when there
was oll thal smoke on the
third Noor, ke sald. He went
down lo the pay telephones in
the Jobby and calied the fire
department.

Mr. McCrystal denied a
statement about having lo
“cover for Cosimo a little
longer™ altributed to him by

a Station Hotel waltress In

earlier testimony.
If he had made any refer-

ence lo ""cover’ or cover-

Ing"”, it would have been in

conneciion with whether
burned out hotel residents
were covered by the hotel's

. insurance policy, he said.

“If 1'd been going to may
anythlng to anyone Bert
Eade (1o whom the remark
was directed) wouldn't be
the one I'd say It to,” Mr.
McCrystal maid. Mr. Eade
had lost an eye and possibly
suffered brain damage in an
accident, he added.

When asked if he knew the
hotel was going lo be burned
or had anything to do with it
toking fire, Mr. McCrysial
replied: I did not, so help
me God.""
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guiily to a charge of careless
use of a firearm.

Mr. Stunt questioned Mr.
Mercuri about how he could
keep the hotel going when he
and his wife together drew a
salary of £2,177 per month byt
their mortigages alone were
$4.900. On top of that he had
food, car, heat, hydro, cloth-
ing, entertasinment and any
olher normal living expenses
of a usual famlly to meet from
the aalary which was suto-
matically short about $2,700 a
manth.

"You couldn't make ends
meet on your salary,”™ Mr.
Stunt said. “You were in 2
sinking boat.””

“Show me any payments 1
was [ate about," Mr. Mercurl
snarled, “I'm not a bookkeep-

. er. I don't know how to read

To Docornts A 17 Wall |

T ) i

that {pointing Lo an exhibit of
his personal finances prepared
by the Crown's bookkeeper).
All I know is [ made it for two
and a hall years. 1 didn't worry
about Lomorrow s0 long as I
had money to pay the bills asg
they came in.™

Even though she had just
discovered her husband hagd
been having affairs with two
women, Jean Mercurd offered
suppert for her husband last
Tuesday when she (estified.

Mrs. Mercuri sald she had
Just learned of his affair with
bartender Heather Moreland
and hadn’t had a chance to
discuss it with her husband
prior to testifying.

Despite his faulls, she sald,
hewas sitl]l a good family man,
atlll her husband and she still
loves him.
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Mrs. Mercuri said she and
Ms. Moreiand had been
friends. When Ms, Moreland
had & baby in June, 1980, and
her husband was seriously
infured in a car accldent In
July, Mrs., Mercuri said she
kept Ms. Moreland's children
on occasion when she went to
sce her husband,

Ms. Moreiand also gave the
Mercuris hall a pig the day
they moved to Mallon in
October, 1980, as a friendship
gift, Mry. Mercur said,

Mra. Mercuri explained that
the cheques lssued in July,
1979, which ithe bank didn't
hanor were pay cheques for
herself and hg? hushand, Slnce
they involved anly themselves,

Mra. Mercuri 2aid ahe never by mistaks because she was 80

bothered {0 question why Lthe  upsel and caught up in famlily

bank didn’t honor themn, matlers at the time ber
She aaid they were deposited  mother-in-law died in Italy.
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All about tole art

Audrey Mitchell is ready to introduce you lo the
delicate tole art of the traditionsl Pennsylvania Duteh
seltlers during a one-day workshop sponsored by Lhe Credit
Valley Artlsans. Fee for the workahop April 17 from 10 2.m.,
to 4:30 pm. s $15, which covers the cost of paint.
Registrants are required to bring a nolebook, pencil, water
contajners and paper towels, as well as att additional 912 for
brushes and prepared wood plagues. Tole art is the
decerative painting style with which Dutch seltlers creatod
altractive designs on functional household articles like
cookle tina, trays and plates, Call Pat Bell at 877-6644 for
maore information,
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